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INTRODUCTION 

TO VOLUME 2 OF THE NEW MELCHIZEDEK BIBLE 


In Volume 2 we find not as many authentic apocryphal writings than in other eras, due in large 
part to the troubled eras of war and lawlessness, and the volcanic activity that chilled the planet for 
about two generations. Approximately 1250 BC was a time of famine and war, and appears to have 
been a time of growth for Persia, marked also by political reformation and social order. 


The story of volume 2 moves from the Book of Jasher, 'The Book of the Upright', alias the 
Second book of Asher and 'The Tower of Asher'. That large book makes a fourth retelling of the 
Genesis chronicle, with additional details and also with information about the generation of Moses. 
The second book of Asher ends about where the book of Joshua begins. 

Next is the Judges era, concerned with historic details and little prophetic dispensation. The main 
theme is the conquest of Israel by lawless men, and the salvation of Israel by a Savior, typically a 
mighty hero of valiant deeds and noble virtues. The waning of the Israelites, with their assaults on 
the enemies of the blessed kingdom of Israel does get to be messy at times. 

The theme of Sampson prevails in the middle of Judges, matching the Greek mythos of Heracles 
(called Hercules by the Romans). The good wanior mightily leads Israel for a good while, and 
then falls at the hands of treachery. At about that time, the early writings of the Persian Avesta 
surface. The primary theme is the sealing of a non-religious ruler by the increase of the growth of 
the proverbial fields and harvest by one third. A dagger in the Earth appears to symbolize the 
increase of plowing techniques, and also echoing Ehud's assassination of a wicked king. For this 
reason the Persian writings are included in volume 2. A short document of Egyptian teaching is 
included in volume 2, and there are probably some other contemporary teachings out there too. 


Not long after Sampson, there is a noticeable shift in the fortunes of Job and then Eli. The 
problem of rebellion against God within the kingdom of Israel carries over into the era of Samuel 
and Saul and then David and his rivals. Finally David is raised up over the flock of Israel and the 
kingdom prospers. He installs his son Solomon, and much prosperity and growth continues until 
the next generation, when Rehoboam rebels against God and divides the kingdom in two. 

Not long after that Elijah appears on the scene with reproaches for Ahab and the priests of Baal. 
All of that leads to the invasion of Israel by the Persian affiliated Assyrians, when the Israelites are 
taken to captivity in Babylon during the 70 years of exile. 


All of these events are, of course, the context of the Gospel ministry of Jesus, wherein he seeks 
to redeem Israel from its checkered past, with a message of healing and forgiveness of debts for 
forgiveness of debts. Again, Jesus declared that he was sent to the sick people of the world like a 
doctor, with teachings of patient love, and with a universal call to religious piety and community 
service. His main theme was the importance to preaching the Gospel to the nations, that all people 
of mankind be healed of sickness. 

These themes of the Gospel are taken directly from the philosophies of David in the psalms of 
praise, wherein the sure mercies of God are promised to the people, to encourage the repentance of 
the wicked or sin addicted people. The good news of the Gospel of Christ Jesus should not be 
mistaken for nor eclipsed by the questionable doctrines about the sacrificial offering of the body of 
Jesus, or the wondrous account of his resurrection. The Gospel of the Resurrection is a theme 
repeated by Paul on many occasions, yet appears to be questioned by the Apostle Peter, in his latter 
writings. 



The Book of Chronicles is included in volume 2 for relevance, although it was written during 
the time of the exile in Babylon, a time of much literary activity. It of course tells the story of 
David, and can also be included in volume 3. The triple gates of Solomon in the fortified cities of 
Israel are of apparent relevance, and is the reason for the subdivision of the Psalms and the 
Proverbs. For this particular edition of the attempted restoration of the ancient canon, the first 
book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel is being included in volume 2, to emphasis the data 
concerning the kingdom of David. 


Some of the authentic apocryphal writings of volumes 3 and 4 might eventually prove to be 
from the era of the judges and the kingdom of David. Additional documents from ancient Babylon 
or Egypt are also likely to belong to the collected religious documents of volume 2. The present 
documents must suffice for the present. 

Of course, religious or legal writings from other cultures are not include in The New Melchizedek 
Bible., although they certainly to apply to the theme. Notably the writings of ancient India and 
Greece stand out as both relevant and more or less canonical legal teachings. The Vedas of ancient 
India and the ancient myths of Egypt and Greece are clearly considered religious canon, though not 
intended for the tribes of Israel, a select kingdom of elder tribes from the ancient kingdoms of 
Babylon and Egypt. 

Other information about the documents of the teachings and law of ancient Egypt, Babylon, and 
Persia would basically apply to the collected literature of The New Melchizedek Bible when 
archaeological progress unfolds more teachings of Antiquity. The prospects of the recovery of 
additional teachings, histories, and legal codes remains somewhat promising. 



The Book of Jasher 


The Second Book of Asher 


Referred to in the Books of Joshua and 2nd Samuel, and faith fully translated from the original 
Hebrew into English in 1840 and 1887. 

"Is not this written in the Book of Jasher? " — JOSHUA 10:13 

"Behold it is written in the Book of Jasher." — 2ND SAMUEL 1:18 


The fourth book of Genesis 


Jasher translates to 'Upright'. The very large document is a history about the days from Adam 
until the Israelites' entry into the Promised Land. The book is also called the Second Book of 
Asher and the Tower of Asher, after the Israelite tribe of Asher, who were Levitical scribes. 

One of the main items of interest are the battles of the sons of Jacob with the Canaanites, with gory 
details about battles that were probably also recorded in the lost book of the Wars of the Lord. 


The large book divides into five divisions, and is divided in two volumes. 


1st Jasher 

1. The Generations of Adam & Noah 

2. The Generations of Abraham & Isaac 

3. The Generations of Jacob-Israel & Esau 

2nd Jasher 

4. The Generations of Joseph & Judah 

5. The Generations of Moses & Joshua 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-30 


The Second Book of Asher 


1. The Generations of Adam & Noah 


Adam 


1 . 


JASHER 1-2 


This is the Book of the Generations of Man, 

whom God created upon the Earth on the day when the Lord God made Heaven and Earth, 

1 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, and God created man in his own 
image. 

2 And God formed man from the ground, and he blew into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul endowed with speech. 


2 . 

3 And the Lord said, It is not good for man to be alone; I will make unto him a helpmeet. 

4 And the Lord caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept, and he took away one of his 
ribs, and he built flesh upon it, and formed it and brought it to Adam, and Adam awoke from his 
sleep, and behold a woman was standing before him. 

5 And he said. This is a bone of my bones and it shall be called woman, for this has been taken 
from man; and Adam called her name Eve, for she was the mother of all living. 

3. 

6 And God blessed them and called their names Adam and Eve in the day that he created them, and 
the Lord God said, Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 

7 And the Lord God took Adam and his wife, and he placed them in the garden of Eden to dress it 
and to keep it; and he commanded them and said unto them, 

From every tree of the garden you may eat, but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat thereof you shall surely die. 

8 And when God had blessed and commanded them, he went from them, and Adam and his wife 
dwelt in the garden according to the command which the Lord had commanded them. 

4. 

9 And the serpent, which God had created with them in the earth, came to them to incite them to 
transgress the command of God which he had commanded them. 

10 And the serpent enticed and persuaded the woman to eat from the tree of knowledge, and the 
woman hearkened to the voice of the serpent, and she transgressed the word of God, and took from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and she ate, and she took from it and gave also to her 
husband and he ate. 


5. 

11 And Adam and his wife transgressed the command of God which he commanded them, and God 
knew it, and his anger was kindled against them and he cursed them. 

12 And the Lord God drove them that day from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which 
they were taken, and they went and dwelt at the east of the garden of Eden; and Adam knew his 
wife Eve and she bore two sons and three daughters. 

6 . 

13 And she called the name of the first born Cain, saying, I have obtained a man from the Lord, and 
the name of the other she called Abel, for she said, In vanity we came into the earth, and in vanity 
we shall be taken from it. 

14 And the boys grew up and their father gave them a possession in the land; and Cain was a tiller 
of the ground, and Abel a keeper of sheep. 
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7 . 

15 And it was at the expiration of a few years, that they brought an approximating offering to the 
Lord, and Cain brought from the fruit of the ground, and Abel brought from the firstlings of his 
flock from the fat thereof, and God turned and inclined to Abel and his offering, and a fire came 
down from the Lord from heaven and consumed it. 

16 And unto Cain and his offering the Lord did not turn, and he did not incline to it, for he had 
brought from the inferior fruit of the ground before the Lord, and Cain was jealous against his 
brother Abel on account of this, and he sought a pretext to slay him. 


8 . 

17 And in some time after, Cain and Abel his brother, went one day into the field to do their work; 
and they were both in the field, Cain tilling and ploughing his ground, and Abel feeding his flock; 
and the flock passed that part which Cain had ploughed in the ground, and it sorely grieved Cain on 
this account. 

18 And Cain approached his brother Abel in anger, and he said unto him, What is there between me 
and thee, that thou comest to dwell and bring thy flock to feed in my land? 

9. 

19 And Abel answered his brother Cain and said unto him, What is there between me and thee, that 
thou shalt eat the flesh of my flock and clothe thyself with their wool? 

20 And now therefore, put off the wool of my sheep with which thou hast clothed thyself, and 
recompense me for their fruit and flesh which thou hast eaten, and when thou shalt have done this, 
I will then go from thy land as thou hast said? 


10 . 

21 And Cain said to his brother Abel, Surely if I slay thee this day, who will require thy blood from 
me? 

22 And Abel answered Cain, saying, Surely God who has made us in the earth, he will avenge my 
cause, and he will require my blood from thee shouldst thou slay me, for the Lord is the judge and 
arbiter, and it is he who will requite man according to his evil, and the wicked man according to the 
wickedness that he may do upon earth. 

23 And now, if thou shouldst slay me here, surely God knoweth thy secret views, and will judge 
thee for the evil which thou didst declare to do unto me this day. 

10 . 

24 And when Cain heard the words which Abel his brother had spoken, behold the anger of Cain 
was kindled against his brother Abel for declaring this thing. 

25 And Cain hastened and rose up, and took the iron part of his ploughing instrument, with which 
he suddenly smote his brother and he slew him, and Cain spilt the blood of his brother Abel upon 
the earth, and the blood of Abel streamed upon the earth before the flock. 

11 . 

26 And after this Cain repented having slain his brother, and he was sadly grieved, and he wept 
over him and it vexed him exceedingly. 

27 And Cain rose up and dug a hole in the field, wherein he put his brother's body, and he turned 
the dust over it. 

28 And the Lord knew what Cain had done to his brother, and the Lord appeared to Cain and said 
unto him, Where is Abel thy brother that was with thee? 

12 . 

29 And Cain dissembled, [played dumb] and said, I do not know, am I my brother's keeper? 

And the Lord said unto him, What hast thou done? 

The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground where thou hast slain him. 

30 For thou hast slain thy brother and hast dissembled before me, and didst imagine in thy heart 
that I saw thee not, nor knew all thy actions. 
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13. 

31 But thou didst this thing and didst slay thy brother for naught and because he spoke rightly to 
thee, and now, therefore, cursed be thou from the ground which opened its mouth to receive thy 
brother's blood from thy hand, and wherein thou didst bury him. 

32 And it shall be when thou shalt till it, it shall no more give thee its strength as in the beginning, 
for thorns and thistles shall the ground produce, and thou shalt be moving and wandering in the 
earth until the day of thy death. 


14. 

33 And at that time Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, from the place where he was, and 
he went moving and wandering in the land toward the east of Eden, he and all belonging to him. 

34 And Cain knew his wife in those days, and she conceived and bare a son, and he called his name 
Enoch, saying, In that time the Lord began to give him rest and quiet in the earth. 


15. 

35 And at that time Cain also began to build a city: and he built the city and he called the name of 
the city Enoch, according to the name of his son; for in those days the Lord had given him rest 
upon the earth, and he did not move about and wander as in the beginning. 

36 And Irad was born to Enoch, and Irad begat Mechuyael and Mechuyael begat Methusael. 


JASHER 2 


16. 

1 And it was in the hundred and thirtieth year of the life of Adam upon the earth, that he again 
knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bare a son in his likeness and in his image, and she 
called his name Seth, saying, Because God has appointed me another seed in the place of Abel, for 
Cain has slain him. 

2 And Seth lived one hundred and five years, and he begat a son; and Seth called the name of his 
son Enosh, saying, Because in that time the sons of men began to multiply, and to afflict their souls 
and hearts by transgressing and rebelling against God. 


17. 

3 And it was in the days of Enosh that the sons of men continued to rebel and transgress against 
God, to increase the anger of the Lord against the sons of men. 

4 And the sons of men went and they served other gods, and they forgot the Lord who had created 
them in the earth: and in those days the sons of men made images of brass and iron, wood and 
stone, and they bowed down and served them. 


18. 

5 And every man made his god and they bowed down to them, and the sons of men forsook the 
Lord all the days of Enosh and his children; and the anger of the Lord was kindled on account of 
their works and abominations which they did in the earth. 

6 And the Lord caused the waters of the river Gihon to overwhelm them, and he destroyed and 
consumed them, and he destroyed the third part of the earth, 

and notwithstanding this, the sons of men did not turn from their evil ways, and their hands were 
yet extended to do evil in the sight of the Lord. 


19. 

7 And in those days there was neither sowing nor reaping in the earth; and there was no food for 
the sons of men and the famine was very great in those days. 

8 And the seed which they sowed in those days in the ground became thorns, thistles and briers; for 
from the days of Adam was this declaration concerning the earth, of the curse of God, which he 
cursed the earth, on account of the sin which Adam sinned before the Lord. 

9 And it was when men continued to rebel and transgress against God, and to corrupt their ways, 
that the earth also became corrupt. 


20 . 

10 And Enosh lived ninety years and he begat Cainan; 

11 And Cainan grew up and he was forty years old, and he became wise and had knowledge and 
skill in all wisdom, and he reigned over all the sons of men, and he led the sons of men to wisdom 
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and knowledge; for Cainan was a very wise man and had understanding in all wisdom, and with his 
wisdom he ruled over spirits and demons; 

12 And Cainan knew by his wisdom that God would destroy the sons of men for having sinned 
upon earth, and that the Lord would in the latter days bring upon them the waters of the flood. 

21 . 

13 And in those days Cainan wrote upon tablets of stone, what was to take place in time to come, 
and he put them in his treasures. 

14 And Cainan reigned over the whole earth, and he turned some of the sons of men to the service 
of God. 


22 . 

15 And when Cainan was seventy years old, he begat three sons and two daughters. 

16 And these are the names of the children of Cainan; the name of the first bom Mahlallel, the 
second Enan, and the third Mered, and their sisters were Adah and Zillah; these are the five 
children of Cainan that were born to him. 


23. 

17 And Lamech, the son of Methusael, became related to Cainan by marriage, and he took his two 
daughters for his wives, and Adah conceived and bare a son to Lamech, and she called his name 
Jabal. 

18 And she again conceived and bare a son, and called his name Jubal; and Zillah, her sister, was 
barren in those days and had no offspring. 

19 For in those days the sons of men began to trespass against God, and to transgress the 
commandments which he had commanded to Adam, to be fruitful and multiply in the earth. 

24. 

20 And some of the sons of men caused their wives to drink a draught that would render them 
barren, in order that they might retain their figures and whereby their beautiful appearance might 
not fade. 

21 And when the sons of men caused some of their wives to drink, Zillah drank with them. 

22 And the child-bearing women appeared abominable in the sight of their husbands as widows, 
whilst their husbands lived, for to the barren ones only they were attached. 

25. 

23 And in the end of days and years, when Zillah became old, the Lord opened her womb. 

24 And she conceived and bare a son and she called his name Tubal Cain, saying, After I had 
withered away have I obtained him from the Almighty God. 

25 And she conceived again and bare a daughter, and she called her name Naamah, for she said, 
After I had withered away have I obtained pleasure and delight. 

26. 

26 And Lamech was old and advanced in years, and his eyes were dim that he could not see, and 
Tubal Cain, his son, was leading him 

and it was one day that Lamech went into the field and Tubal Cain his son was with him, and whilst 
they were walking in the field, Cain the son of Adam advanced towards them; for Lamech was very 
old and could not see much, and Tubal Cain his son was very young. 

27 And Tubal Cain told his father to draw his bow, and with the arrows he smote Cain, who was yet 
far off, and he slew him, for he appeared to them to be an animal. 

27. 

28 And the arrows entered Cain's body although he was distant from them, and he fell to the ground 
and died. 

29 And the Lord repaid Cain's evil according to his wickedness, which he had done to his brother 
Abel, according to the word of the Lord which he had spoken. 

30 And it came to pass when Cain had died, that Lamech and Tubal went to see the animal which 
they had slain, and they saw, and behold Cain their grandfather was fallen dead upon the earth. 
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28 . 

31 And Lamech was very much grieved at having done this, and in clapping his hands together he 
struck his son and caused his death. 

32. And the wives of Lamech heard what Lamech had done, and they sought to kill him. 

33 And the wives of Lamech hated him from that day, because he slew Cain and Tubal Cain, and 
the wives of Lamech separated from him, and would not hearken to him in those days. 

29. 

34 And Lamech came to his wives, and he pressed them to listen to him about this matter. 

35 And he said to his wives Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice O wives of Lamech, attend to my 
words, for now you have imagined and said that I slew a man with my wounds, and a child with 
my stripes for their having done no violence, but surely know that I am old and grey-headed, and 
that my eyes are heavy through age, and I did this thing unknowingly. 

30. 

36 And the wives of Lamech listened to him in this matter, and they returned to him with the advice 
of their father Adam, but they bore no children to him from that time, knowing that God's anger 
was increasing in those days against the sons of men, to destroy them with the waters of the flood 
for their evil doings. 

37 And Mahlallel the son of Cainan lived sixty-five years and he begat Jared; and Jared lived sixty- 
two years and he begat Enoch. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWO 
Divisions 31-60 


Enoch 


31. 


JASHER 3-4 


1 And Enoch lived sixty-five years and he begat Methuselah; and Enoch walked with God after 
having begot Methuselah, and he served the Lord, and despised the evil ways of men. 

2 And the soul of Enoch was wrapped up in the instruction of the Lord, in knowledge and in 
understanding; and he wisely retired from the sons of men, and secreted himself from them for 
many days. 


32. 

3 And it was at the expiration of many years, whilst he was serving the Lord, and praying before 
him in his house, that an angel of the Lord called to him from Heaven, and he said, Here am I. 

4 And he said, Rise, go forth from thy house and from the place where thou dost hide thyself, and 
appear to the sons of men, in order that thou mayest teach them the way in which they should go 
and the work which they must accomplish to enter in the ways of God. 

33. 

5 And Enoch rose up according to the word of the Lord, and went forth from his house, from his 
place and from the chamber in which he was concealed; and he went to the sons of men and taught 
them the ways of the Lord, and at that time assembled the sons of men and acquainted them with 
the instruction of the Lord. 

6 And he ordered it to be proclaimed in all places where the sons of men dwelt, saying, Where is 
the man who wishes to know the ways of the Lord and good works? let him come to Enoch. 

34. 

7 And all the sons of men then assembled to him, for all who desired this thing went to Enoch, and 
Enoch reigned over the sons of men according to the word of the Lord, and they came and bowed 
to him and they heard his word. 

8 And the spirit of God was upon Enoch, and he taught all his men the wisdom of God and his 
ways, and the sons of men served the Lord all the days of Enoch, and they came to hear his 
wisdom. 
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35. 

9 And all the kings of the sons of men, both first and last, together with their princes and judges, 
came to Enoch when they heard of his wisdom, and they bowed down to him, and they also 
required of Enoch to reign over them, to which he consented. 

10 And they assembled in all, one hundred and thirty kings and princes, and they made Enoch king 
over them and they were all under his power and command. 

36. 

11 And Enoch taught them wisdom, knowledge, and the ways of the Lord; and he made peace 
amongst them, and peace was throughout the earth during the life of Enoch. 

12 And Enoch reigned over the sons of men two hundred and forty-three years, and he did justice 
and righteousness with all his people, and he led them in the ways of the Lord. 

37. 

13 And these are the generations of Enoch: 

Methuselah, Elisha, and Elimelech, three sons; and their sisters were Melca and Nahmah, 
and Methuselah lived eighty-seven years and he begat Lamech. 

14 And it was in the fifty-sixth year of the life of Lamech when Adam died; nine hundred and thirty 
years old was he at his death, and his two sons, with Enoch and Methuselah his son, buried him 
with great pomp, as at the burial of kings, in the cave which God had told him. 

38. 

15 And in that place all the sons of men made a great mourning and weeping on account of Adam; 
it has therefore become a custom among the sons of men to this day. 

16 And Adam died because he ate of the tree of knowledge; he and his children after him, as the 
Lord God had spoken. 


39. 

17 And it was in the year of Adam's death which was the two hundred and forty-third year of the 
reign of Enoch, in that time Enoch resolved to separate himself from the sons of men and to secret 
himself as at first in order to serve the Lord. 

18 And Enoch did so, but did not entirely secret himself from them, but kept away from the sons of 
men three days and then went to them for one day. 

40. 

19 And during the three days that he was in his chamber, he prayed to, and praised the Lord his 
God, and the day on which he went and appeared to his subjects he taught them the ways of the 
Lord, and all they asked him about the Lord he told them. 

41. 

20 And he did in this manner for many years, and he afterward concealed himself for six days, and 
appeared to his people one day in seven; and after that once in a month, and then once in a year, 
until all the kings, princes and sons of men sought for him, and desired again to see the face of 
Enoch, and to hear his word; but they could not, as all the sons of men were greatly afraid of 
Enoch, and they feared to approach him on account of the Godlike awe that was seated upon his 
countenance; therefore no man could look at him, fearing he might be punished and die. 

42. 

21 And all the kings and princes resolved to assemble the sons of men, and to come to Enoch, 
thinking that they might all speak to him at the time when he should come forth amongst them, and 
they did so. 

22 And the day came when Enoch went forth and they all assembled and came to him, and Enoch 
spoke to them the words of the Lord and he taught them wisdom and knowledge, and they bowed 
down before him and they said, May the king live! May the king live! 

43. 

23 And in some time after, when the kings and princes and the sons of men were speaking to 
Enoch, and Enoch was teaching them the ways of God, behold an angel of the Lord then called 
unto Enoch from heaven, and wished to bring him up to heaven to make him reign there over the 
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sons of God, as he had reigned over die sons of men upon earth. 

24 When at that time Enoch heard this he went and assembled all the inhabitants of the earth, and 
taught them wisdom and knowledge and gave them divine instructions, and he said to them, 

44. 

I have been required to ascend into heaven, I therefore do not know the day of my going. 

25 And now therefore I will teach you wisdom and knowledge and will give you instruction before 
I leave you, how to act upon earth whereby you may live; 

and he did so. 

26 And he taught them wisdom and knowledge, and gave them instruction, and he reproved them, 
and he placed before them statutes and judgments to do upon earth, and he made peace amongst 
them, and he taught them everlasting life, and dwelt with them some time teaching them all these 
things. 


45. 

27 And at that time the sons of men were with Enoch, and Enoch was speaking to them, and they 
lifted up their eyes and the likeness of a great horse descended from heaven, and the horse paced in 
the air; 

28 And they told Enoch what they had seen, and Enoch said to them, On my account does this 
horse descend upon earth; the time is come when I must go from you and I shall no more be seen 
by you. 

46. 

29 And the horse descended at that time and stood before Enoch, and all the sons of men that were 
with Enoch saw him. 

30 And Enoch then again ordered a voice to be proclaimed, saying, 

Where is the man who delighteth to know the ways of the Lord his God, 
let him come this day to Enoch before he is taken from us. 

47. 

31 And all the sons of men assembled and came to Enoch that day; and all the kings of the earth 
with their princes and counsellors remained with him that day; and Enoch then taught the sons of 
men wisdom and knowledge, and gave them divine instruction; and he bade them serve the Lord 
and walk in his ways all the days of their lives, and he continued to make peace amongst them. 

32 And it was after this that he rose up and rode upon the horse; and he went forth and all the sons 
of men went after him, about eight hundred thousand men; and they went with him one day's 
journey. 


48. 

33 And the second day he said to them, Return home to your tents, why will you go? perhaps you 
may die; and some of them went from him, and those that remained went with him six day's 
journey; 

and Enoch said to them every day, Return to your tents, lest you may die; but they were not willing 
to return, and they went with him. 

34 And on the sixth day some of the men remained and clung to him, and they said to him, 

We will go with thee to the place where thou goest; as the Lord liveth, death only shall separate us. 

49. 

35 And they urged so much to go with him, that he ceased speaking to them; and they went after 
him and would not return; 

36 And when the kings returned they caused a census to be taken, in order to know the number of 
remaining men that went with Enoch; and it was upon the seventh day that Enoch ascended into 
heaven in a whirlwind, with horses and chariots of fire. 

50. 

37 And on the eighth day all the kings that had been with Enoch sent to bring back the number of 
men that were with Enoch, in that place from which he ascended into heaven. 

38 And all those kings went to the place and they found the earth there filled with snow, and upon 
the snow were large stones of snow, and one said to the other, Come, let us break through the snow 



and see, perhaps die men that remained with Enoch are dead, and are now under the stones of 
snow, and they searched but could not find him, for he had ascended into heaven. 


Noah 


JASHER 4 


51. 

1 And all the days that Enoch lived upon earth, were three hundred and sixty-five years. 

2 And when Enoch had ascended into heaven, all the kings of the earth rose and took Methuselah 
his son and anointed him, and they caused him to reign over them in the place of his father. 


52. 

3 And Methuselah acted uprightly in the sight of God, as his father Enoch had taught him, and he 
likewise during the whole of his life taught the sons of men wisdom, knowledge and the fear of 
God, and he did not turn from the good way either to the right or to the left. 

4 But in the latter days of Methuselah, the sons of men turned from the Lord, they corrupted the 
earth, they robbed and plundered each other, and they rebelled against God and they transgressed, 
and they corrupted their ways, and would not hearken to the voice of Methuselah, but rebelled 
against him. 


53. 

5 And the Lord was exceedingly wroth against them, and the Lord continued to destroy the seed in 
those days, so that there was neither sowing nor reaping in the earth. 

6 For when they sowed the ground in order that they might obtain food for their support, behold, 
thorns and thistles were produced which they did not sow. 

54. 

7 And still the sons of men did not turn from their evil ways, and their hands were still extended to 
do evil in the sight of God, and they provoked the Lord with their evil ways, and the Lord was very 
wroth, and repented that he had made man. 

8 And he thought to destroy and annihilate them and he did so. 

9 In those days when Lamech the son of Methuselah was one hundred and sixty years old, Seth the 
son of Adam died. 


55. 

10 And all the days that Seth lived, were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died. 

11 And Lamech was one hundred and eighty years old when he took Ashmua, the daughter of 
Elishaa the son of Enoch his uncle, and she conceived. 

12 And at that time the sons of men sowed the ground, and a little food was produced, yet the sons 
of men did not turn from their evil ways, and they trespassed and rebelled against God. 

56. 

13 And the wife of Lamech conceived and bare him a son at that time, at the revolution of the year. 

14 And Methuselah called his name Noah, saying, The earth was in his days at rest and free from 
corruption, and Lamech his father called his name Menachem, saying, This one shall comfort us in 
our works and miserable toil in the earth, which God had cursed. 

57. 

15 And the child grew up and was weaned, and he went in the ways of his father Methuselah, 
perfect and upright with God. 

16 And all the sons of men departed from the ways of the Lord in those days as they multiplied 
upon the face of the earth with sons and daughters, and they taught one another their evil practices 
and they continued sinning against the Lord. 


58. 

17 And every man made unto himself a god, and they robbed and plundered every man his 
neighbor as well as his relative, and they corrupted the earth, and the earth was filled with violence. 

18 And their judges and rulers went to the daughters of men and took their wives by force from 


9 



their husbands according to their choice, 


59. 

And the sons of men in those days took from the cattle of the earth, the beasts of the field and the 
fowls of the air, and taught the mixture of animals of one species with the other, in order therewith 
to provoke the Lord; and God saw the whole earth and it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted its 
ways upon earth, all men and all animals. 

19 And the Lord said, I will blot out man that I created from the face of the earth, yea from man to 
the birds of the air, together with cattle and beasts that are in the field for I repent that I made them. 

60. 

20 And all men who walked in the ways of the Lord, died in those days, before the Lord brought 
the evil upon man which he had declared, for this was from the Lord, that they should not see the 
evil which the Lord spoke of concerning the sons of men. 

21 And Noah found grace in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord chose him and his children to raise 
up seed from them upon the face of the whole earth. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THREE 
Divisions 61-90 


JASHER 5-6 


61. 

1 And it was in the eighty-fourth year of the life of Noah, that Enoch the son of Seth died, he was 
nine hundred and five years old at his death. 

2 And in the one hundred and seventy ninth year of the life of Noah, Cainan the son of Enosh died, 
and all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years, and he died. 


62. 

3 And in the two hundred and thirty fourth year of the life of Noah, Mahlallel the son of Cainan 
died, and the days of Mahlallel were eight hundred and ninety-five years, and he died. 

4 And Jared the son of Mahlallel died in those days, in the three hundred and thirty-sixth year of 
the life of Noah; and all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died. 


63. 

5 And all who followed the Lord died in those days, before they saw the evil which God declared 
to do upon earth. 

6 And after the lapse of many years, in the four hundred and eightieth year of the life of Noah, 
when all those men, who followed the Lord had died away from amongst the sons of men, and only 
Methuselah was then left, God said unto Noah and Methuselah, saying, 


64. 

7 Speak ye, and proclaim to the sons of men, saying, Thus saith the Lord, return from your evil 
ways and forsake your works, and the Lord will repent of the evil that he declared to do to you, so 
that it shall not come to pass. 

8 For thus saith the Lord, Behold I give you a period of one hundred and twenty years; if you will 
turn to me and forsake your evil ways, then will I also turn away from the evil which I told you, 
and it shall not exist, saith the Lord. 


65. 

9 And Noah and Methuselah spoke all the words of the Lord to the sons of men, day after day, 
constantly speaking to them. 

10 But the sons of men would not hearken to them, nor incline their ears to their words, and they 
were stiffnecked. 

11 And the Lord granted them a period of one hundred and twenty years, saying, If they will return, 
then will God repent of the evil, so as not to destroy the earth. 
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66 . 

12 Noah the son of Lantech refrained from taking a wife in those days, to beget children, for he 
said, Surely now God will destroy the earth, wherefore then shall I beget children? 

13 And Noah was a just man, he was perfect in his generation, and the Lord chose him to raise up 
seed from his seed upon the face of the earth. 


67. 

14 And the Lord said unto Noah, Take unto thee a wife, and beget children, for I have seen thee 
righteous before me in this generation. 

15 And thou shalt raise up seed, and thy children with thee, in the midst of the earth; and Noah 
went and took a wife, and he chose Naamah the daughter of Enoch, and she was five hundred and 
eighty years old. 


68 . 

16 And Noah was four hundred and ninety-eight years old, when he took Naamah for a wife. 

17 And Naamah conceived and bare a son, and he called his name Japheth, saying, God has 
enlarged me in the earth; and she conceived again and bare a son, and he called his name Shem, 
saying, God has made me a remnant, to raise up seed in the midst of the earth. 

18 And Noah was five hundred and two years old when Naamah bare Shem, and the boys grew up 
and went in the ways of the Lord, in all that Methuselah and Noah their father taught them. 

69. 

19 And Lamech the father of Noah, died in those days; yet verily he did not go with all his heart in 
the ways of his father, and he died in the hundred and ninety-fifth year of the life of Noah. 

20 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy years, and he died. 

21 And all the sons of men who knew the Lord, died in that year before the Lord brought evil upon 
them; for the Lord willed them to die, so as not to behold the evil that God would bring upon their 
brothers and relatives, as he had so declared to do. 

70. 

22 In that time, the Lord said to Noah and Methuselah, Stand forth and proclaim to the sons of men 
all the words that I spoke to you in those days, peradventure they may turn from their evil ways, 
and I will then repent of the evil and will not bring it. 

23 And Noah and Methuselah stood forth, and said in the ears of the sons of men, all that God had 
spoken concerning them. 

24 But the sons of men would not hearken, neither would they incline their ears to all their 
declarations. 


71. 

25 And it was after this that the Lord said to Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me, on 
account of their evil deeds, and behold I will destroy the earth. 

26 And do thou take unto thee gopher wood, and go to a certain place and make a large ark, and 
place it in that spot. 

27 And thus shalt thou make it; three hundred cubits its length, fifty cubits broad and thirty cubits 
high. 


72. 

28 And thou shalt make unto thee a door, open at its side, and to a cubit thou shalt finish above, and 
cover it within and without with pitch. 

29 And behold I will bring the flood of waters upon the earth, and all flesh be destroyed, from 
under the heavens all that is upon earth shall perish. 

30 And thou and thy household shall go and gather two couple of all living things, male and 
female, and shall bring them to the ark, to raise up seed from them upon earth. 

73. 

31 And gather unto thee all food that is eaten by all the animals, that there may be food for thee and 
for them. 

32 And thou shalt choose for thy sons three maidens, from the daughters of men, and they shall be 
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wives to thy sons. 


74. 

33 And Noah rose up, and he made the ark, in the place where God had commanded him, and Noah 
did as God had ordered him. 

34 In his five hundred and ninety-fifth year Noah commenced to make the ark, and he made the ark 
in five years, as the Lord had commanded. 


75. 

35 Then Noah took the three daughters of Eliakim, son of Methuselah, for wives for his sons, as the 
Lord had commanded Noah. 

36 And it was at that time Methuselah the son of Enoch died, nine hundred and sixty years old was 
he, at his death. 


JASHER 6 


76. 

1 At that time, after the death of Methuselah, the Lord said to Noah, Go thou with thy household 
into the ark; behold I will gather to thee all the animals of the earth, the beasts of the field and the 
fowls of the air, and they shall all come and surround the ark. 

2 And thou shalt go and seat thyself by the doors of the ark, and all the beasts, the animals, and the 
fowls, shall assemble and place themselves before thee, and such of them as shall come and crouch 
before thee, shalt thou take and deliver into the hands of thy sons, who shall bring them to the ark, 
and all that will stand before thee thou shalt leave. 


77. 

3 And the Lord brought this about on the next day, and animals, beasts and fowls came in great 
multitudes and surrounded the ark. 

4 And Noah went and seated himself by the door of the ark, and of all flesh that crouched before 
him, he brought into the ark, and all that stood before him he left upon earth. 

78. 

5 And a lioness came, with her two whelps, male and female, and the three crouched before Noah, 
and the two whelps rose up against the lioness and smote her, and made her flee from her place, 
and she went away, and they returned to their places, and crouched upon the earth before Noah. 

6 And the lioness ran away, and stood in the place of the lions. 

7 And Noah saw this, and wondered greatly, and he rose and took the two whelps, and brought 
them into the ark. 


79. 

8 And Noah brought into the ark from all living creatures that were upon earth, so that there was 
none left but which Noah brought into the ark. 

9 Two and two came to Noah into the ark, but from the clean animals, and clean fowls, he brought 
seven couples, as God had commanded him. 

10 And all the animals, and beasts, and fowls, were still there, and they surrounded the ark at every 
place, and the rain had not descended till seven days after. 

80. 

11 And on that day, the Lord caused the whole earth to shake, and the sun darkened, and the 
foundations of the world raged, and the whole earth was moved violently, and the lightning flashed, 
and the thunder roared, and all the fountains in the earth were broken up, such as was not known to 
the inhabitants before; and God did this mighty act, in order to terrify the sons of men, that there 
might be no more evil upon earth. 

12 And still the sons of men would not return from their evil ways, and they increased the anger of 
the Lord at that time, and did not even direct their hearts to all this. 

81. 

13 And at the end of seven days, in the six hundredth year of the life of Noah, the waters of the 
flood were upon the earth. 

14 And all the fountains of the deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened, and 
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the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

15 And Noah and his household, and all the living creatures that were with him, came into the ark 
on account of the waters of the flood, and the Lord shut him in. 

82. 

16 And all the sons of men that were left upon the earth, became exhausted through evil on account 
of the rain, for the waters were coming more violently upon the earth, and the animals and beasts 
were still surrounding the ark. 

17 And the sons of men assembled together, about seven hundred thousand men and women, and 
they came unto Noah to the ark. 

18 And they called to Noah, saying, Open for us that we may come to thee in the ark—and 
wherefore shall we die? 


83. 

19 And Noah, with a loud voice, answered them from the ark, saying, Have you not all rebelled 
against the Lord, and said that he does not exist? and therefore the Lord brought upon you this evil, 
to destroy and cut you off from the face of the earth. 

20 Is not this the thing that I spoke to you of one hundred and twenty years back, and you would 
not hearken to the voice of the Lord, and now do you desire to live upon earth? 

21 And they said to Noah, We are ready to return to the Lord; only open for us that we may live and 
not die. 


84. 

22 And Noah answered them, saying, Behold now that you see the trouble of your souls, you wish 
to return to the Lord; why did you not return during these hundred and twenty years, which the 
Lord granted you as the determined period? 

23 But now you come and tell me this on account of the troubles of your souls, now also the Lord 
will not listen to you, neither will he give ear to you on this day, so that you will not now succeed 
in your wishes. 


85. 

24 And the sons of men approached in order to break into the ark, to come in on account of the 
rain, for they could not bear the rain upon them. 

25 And the Lord sent all the beasts and animals that stood round the ark. 

And the beasts overpowered them and drove them from that place, and every man went his way 
and they again scattered themselves upon the face of the earth. 

26 And the rain was still descending upon the earth, and it descended forty days and forty nights, 
and the waters prevailed greatly upon the earth; and all flesh that was upon the earth or in the 
waters died, whether men, animals, beasts, creeping things or birds of the air, and there only 
remained Noah and those that were with him in the ark. 

86 . 

27 And the waters prevailed and they greatly increased upon the earth, and they lifted up the ark 
and it was raised from the earth. 

28 And the ark floated upon the face of the waters, and it was tossed upon the waters so that all the 
living creatures within were turned about like pottage in a cauldron. 

29 And great anxiety seized all the living creatures that were in the ark, and the ark was like to be 
broken. 

30 And all the living creatures that were in the ark were terrified, and the lions roared, and the oxen 
lowed, and the wolves howled, and every living creature in the ark spoke and lamented in its own 
language, so that their voices reached to a great distance, and Noah and his sons cried and wept in 
their troubles; they were greatly afraid that they had reached the gates of death. 

87. 

31 And Noah prayed unto the Lord, and cried unto him on account of this, and he said, O Lord help 
us, for we have no strength to bear this evil that has encompassed us, for the waves of the waters 
have surrounded us, mischievous torrents have terrified us, the snares of death have come before 
us; answer us, O Lord, answer us, light up thy countenance toward us and be gracious to us, 
redeem us and deliver us. 
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32 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Noah, and the Lord remembered him. 

33 And a wind passed over the earth, and the waters were still and the ark rested. 

34 And the fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from 
heaven was restrained. 


88 . 

35 And the waters decreased in those days, and the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. 

36 And Noah then opened the windows of the ark, and Noah still called out to the Lord at that time 
and he said, 

O Lord, who didst form the earth and the heavens and all that are therein, bring forth our soul from 
this confinement, and from the prison wherein thou hast placed us, for I am much wearied with 
sighing. 


89. 

37 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Noah, and said to him, When though shalt have 
completed a full year thou shalt then go forth. 

38 And at the revolution of the year, when a full year was completed to Noah's dwelling in the ark, 
the waters were dried from off the earth, and Noah put off the covering of the ark. 

39 At that time, on the twenty-seventh day of the second month, the earth was dry, but Noah and 
his sons, and those that were with him, did not go out from the ark until the Lord told them. 

90. 

40 And the day came that the Lord told them to go out, and they all went out from the ark, 

41 and they went and returned every one to his way and to his place. 

And Noah and his sons dwelt in the land that God had told them, and they served the Lord all their 
days, and the Lord blessed Noah and his sons on their going out from the ark. 

42 And he said to them, Be fruitful and fill all the earth; 

become strong and increase abundantly in the earth and multiply therein. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 91-115 


Nimrod 


JASHER 7:1 


91. 

1 And these are the names of the sons of Noah: 

Japheth, Ham and Shem; 

and children were born to them after the flood, for they had taken wives before the flood. 


7:48 


92. 

2 These are the sons of Japheth; 

Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras, seven sons. 


3 And the sons of Gomer were Askinaz, Rephath, and Tegarmah. 

93. 

4 And the sons of Magog were Elichanaf and Lubal. 

5 And the children of Madai were Achon, Zeelo, Chazoni, and Lot. 

6 And the sons of Javan were Elisha, Tarshish, Chittim, and Dudonim. 

94. 

7 And the sons of Tubal were Ariphi, Kesed, and Taari. 

8 And the sons of Meshech were Dedon, Zaron, and Shebashni. 

9 And the sons of Tiras were Benib, Gera, Lupirion, and Gilak; 

these are the sons of Japheth according to their families, and their numbers in those days were 
about four hundred and sixty men. 
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95 . 


10 And these are the sons of Ham; 

Cush, Mitzraim, Phut, and Canaan, four sons; 

and the sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raama, and Satecha, 
and the sons of Raama were Sheba and Dedan. 

96. 

11 And the sons of Mitzraim were Lud, Anom and Pathros, Chasloth, and Chaphtor. 

12 And the sons of Phut were Gebul, Hadan, Benah, and Adan. 

97. 

13 And the sons of Canaan were Zidon, Heth, Amori, Gergashi, Hivi, Arkee, Seni, Arodi, Zimodi, 
and Chamothi. 

14 These are the sons of Ham, according to their families, and their numbers in those days were 
about seven hundred and thirty men. 


98. 

15 And these are the sons of Shem; Elam, Ashur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram, five sons; 
and the sons of Elam were Shushan, Machul, and Harmon. 

16 And the sons of Ashar were Mims and Mokil, 

and the sons of Arpachshad were Shelach, Anar, and Ashcol. 

99. 

17 And the sons of Lud were Pethor and Bizayon, 

and the sons of Aram were Uz, Chul, Gather, and Mash. 

18 These are the sons of Shem, according to their families; and their numbers in those days were 
about three hundred men. 


100 . 

19 These are the generations of Shem; Shem begat Arpachshad and Arpachshad begat Shelach, and 
Shelach begat Eber and to Eber were bom two children, the name of one was Peleg, for in his days 
the sons of men were divided, and in the latter days, the earth was divided. 

20 And the name of the second was Yoktan, meaning that in his day the lives of the sons of men 
were diminished and lessened. 


101 . 

21 These are the sons of Yoktan; 

Almodad, Shelaf, Chazarmoveth, Yerach, Hadurom, Ozel, Diklah, Obal, Abimael, Sheba, Ophir, 
Havilah, and Jobab; all these are the sons of Yoktan. 

22 And Peleg his brother begat Yen, and Yen begat Serug, and Serug begat Nahor and Nahor begat 
Terah, and Terah was thirty-eight years old, and he begat Haran and Nahor. 

102 . 

23 And Cush the son of Ham, the son of Noah, took a wife in those days in his old age, and she 
bare a son, and they called his name Nimrod, saying, 

At that time the sons of men again began to rebel and transgress against God, 

and the child grew up, and his father loved him exceedingly, for he was the son of his old age. 

103. 

24 And the garments of skin which God made for Adam and his wife, when they went out of the 
garden, were given to Cush. 

25 For after the death of Adam and his wife, the garments were given to Enoch, the son of Jared, 
and when Enoch was taken up to God, he gave them to Methuselah, his son. 

104. 

26 And at the death of Methuselah, Noah took them and brought them to the ark, and they were 
with him until he went out of the ark. 

27 And in their going out. Ham stole those garments from Noah his father, and he took them and 
hid them from his brothers. 
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28 And when Ham begat his first bom Cush, he gave him the garments in secret, and they were 
with Cush many days. 


105. 

29 And Cush also concealed them from his sons and brothers, and when Cush had begotten 
Nimrod, he gave him those garments through his love for him, and Nimrod grew up, and when he 
was twenty years old he put on those garments. 

30 And Nimrod became strong when he put on the garments, and God gave him might and 
strength, and he was a mighty hunter in the earth, yea, he was a mighty hunter in the field, and he 
hunted the animals and he built altars, and he offered upon them the animals before the Lord. 

106. 

31 And Nimrod strengthened himself, and he rose up from amongst his brethren, and he fought the 
battles of his brethren against all their enemies round about. 

32 And the Lord delivered all the enemies of his brethren in his hands, and God prospered him 
from time to time in his battles, and he reigned upon earth. 

107. 

33 Therefore it became current in those days, when a man ushered forth those that he had trained 
up for battle, he would say to them, 

Like God did to Nimrod, who was a mighty hunter in the earth, and who succeeded in the battles 
that prevailed against his brethren, that he delivered them from the hands of their enemies, so may 
God strengthen us and deliver us this day. 

34 And when Nimrod was forty years old, at that time there was a war between his brethren and the 
children of Japheth, so that they were in the power of their enemies. 

108. 

35 And Nimrod went forth at that time, and he assembled all the sons of Cush and their families, 
about four hundred and sixty men, and he hired also from some of his friends and acquaintances 
about eighty men, and be gave them their hire, and he went with them to battle, 

and when he was on the road, Nimrod strengthened the hearts of the people that went with him. 

36 And he said to them, Do not fear, neither be alarmed, for all our enemies will be delivered into 
our hands, and you may do with them as you please. 

109. 

37 And all the men that went [to the battle] were about five hundred, and they fought against their 
enemies, and they destroyed them, and subdued them, and Nimrod placed standing officers over 
them in their respective places. 

38 And he took some of their children as security, and they were all servants to Nimrod and to his 
brethren, and Nimrod and all the people that were with him turned homeward. 

110 . 

39 And when Nimrod had joyfully returned from battle, after having conquered his enemies, all his 
brethren, together with those who knew him before, assembled to make him king over them, and 
they placed the regal crown upon his head. 

40 And he set over his subjects and people, princes, judges, and rulers, as is the custom amongst 
kings. 


111 . 

41 And he placed Terah the son of Nahor the prince of his host, and he dignified him and elevated 
him above all his princes. 

42 And whilst he was reigning according to his heart's desire, after having conquered all his 
enemies around, he advised with his counselors to build a city for his palace, and they did so. 
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112 . 

43 And they found a large valley opposite to the east, and they built him a large and extensive city, 
and Nimrod called the name of the city that he built Shinar, for the Lord had vehemently shaken his 
enemies and destroyed them. 

44 And Nimrod dwelt in Shinar, and he reigned securely, and he fought with his enemies and he 
subdued them, and he prospered in all his battles, and his kingdom became very great. 

113. 

45 And all nations and tongues heard of his fame, and they gathered themselves to him, and they 
bowed down to the earth, and they brought him offerings, and he became their lord and king, 

and they all dwelt with him in the city at Shinar, and Nimrod reigned in the earth over all the sons 
of Noah, and they were all under his power and counsel. 

114. 

46 And all the earth was of one tongue and words of union, but Nimrod did not go in the ways of 
the Lord, and he was more wicked than all the men that were before him, from the days of the 
flood until those days. 

47 And he made gods of wood and stone, and he bowed down to them, and he rebelled against the 
Lord, and taught all his subjects and the people of the earth his wicked ways; and Mardon his son 
was more wicked than his father. 


115. 

7:48 And every one that heard of the acts of Mardon the son of Nimrod would say, concerning him, 
From the wicked goeth forth wickedness; 

therefore it became a proverb in the whole earth, saying, From the wicked goeth forth wickedness, 
and it was current in the words of men from that time to this. 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Divisions 116-150 


2. The Generations of Abraham & Isaac 


Terah and the Tower of Babel 

JASHER 7:49 - 9 


116. 

7:49 And Terah die son of Nahor, prince of Nimrod's host, was in those days very great in the sight 
of the king and his subjects, and the king and princes loved him, and they elevated him very high. 
50 And Terah took a wife and her name was Amthelo the daughter of Comebo; 


117. 

and the wife of Terah conceived and bare him a son in those days. 

51 Terah was seventy years old when he begat him, and Terah called the name of his son that was 
bom to him Abram, because the king had raised him in those days, and dignified him above all his 
princes that were with him. 


118. 


JASHER 8 


1 And it was in the night that Abram was bom, that all the servants of Terah, and all the wise men 
of Nimrod, and his conjurors came and ate and drank in the house of Terah, and they rejoiced with 
him on that night. 

2 And when all the wise men and conjurors went out from the house of Terah, they lifted up their 
eyes toward heaven that night to look at the stars, and they saw, and behold one very large star 
came from the east and ran in the heavens, and he swallowed up the four stars from the four sides 
of the heavens. 


119. 

3 And all the wise men of the king and his conjurors were astonished at the sight, and the sages 
understood this matter, and they knew its import. 

4 And they said to each other, This only betokens the child that has been born to Terah this night, 
who will grow up and be fruitful, and multiply, and possess all the earth, he and his children for 
ever, and he and his seed will slay great kings, and inherit their lands. 

120 . 

5 And the wise men and conjurors went home that night, and in the morning all these wise men and 
conjurors rose up early, and assembled in an appointed house. 

6 And they spoke and said to each other, Behold the sight that we saw last night is hidden from the 
king, it has not been made known to him. 

7 And should this thing get known to the king in the latter days, he will say to us, Why have you 
concealed this matter from me, and then we shall all suffer death; therefore, now let us go and tell 
the king the sight which we saw, and the interpretation thereof, and we shall then remain clear. 

121 . 

8 And they did so, and they all went to the king and bowed down to him to the ground, and they 
said, May the king live, may the king live. 

9 We heard that a son was born to Terah the son of Nahor, the prince of thy host, and we 
yesternight came to his house, and we ate and drank and rejoiced with him that night. 

122 . 

10 And when thy servants went out from the house of Terah, to go to our respective homes to abide 
there for the night, we lifted up our eyes to heaven, and we saw a great star coming from the east, 
and the same star ran with great speed, and swallowed up four great stars, from the four sides of the 
heavens. 

11 And thy servants were astonished at the sight which we saw, and were greatly terrified, and we 
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made our judgment upon the sight, and knew by our wisdom the proper interpretation thereof, that 
this thing applies to the child that is bom to Terah, who will grow up and multiply greatly, and 
become powerful, and kill all the kings of the earth, and inherit all their lands, he and his seed 
forever. 


123. 

12 And now our lord and king, behold we have truly acquainted thee with what we have seen 
concerning this child. 

13 If it seemeth good to the king to give his father value for this child, we will slay him before he 
shall grow up and increase in the land, and his evil increase against us, that we and our children 
perish through his evil. 


124. 

14 And the king heard their words and they seemed good in his sight, and he sent and called for 
Terah, and Terah came before the king. 

15 And the king said to Terah, I have been told that a son was yesternight born to thee, and after 
this manner was observed in the heavens at his birth. 

16 And now therefore give me the child, that we may slay him before his evil springs up against us, 
and I will give thee for his value, thy house full of silver and gold. 

125. 

17 And Terah answered the king and said to him: My Lord and king, I have heard thy words, and 
thy servant shall do all that his king desireth. 

18 But my lord and king, I will tell thee what happened to me yesternight, that I may see what 
advice the king will give his servant, and then I will answer the king upon what he has just spoken; 
and the king said, Speak. 


126. 

19 And Terah said to the king, Ayon, son of Mored, came to me yesternight, saying, 

20 Give unto me the great and beautiful horse that the king gave thee, and I will give thee silver 
and gold, and straw and provender for its value; and I said to him, Wait till I see the king 
concerning thy words, and behold whatever the king saith, that will I do. 

127. 

21 And now my lord and king, behold I have made this thing known to thee, and the advice which 
my king will give unto his servant, that will I follow. 

22 And the king heard the words of Terah, and his anger was kindled and he considered him in the 
light of a fool. 


128. 

23 And the king answered Terah, and he said to him, Art thou so silly, ignorant, or deficient in 
understanding, to do this thing, to give thy beautiful horse for silver and gold or even for straw and 
provender? 

24 Art thou so short of silver and gold, that thou shouldst do this thing, because thou canst not 
obtain straw and provender to feed thy horse? 

and what is silver and gold to thee, or straw and provender, that thou shouldst give away that fine 
horse which I gave thee, like which there is none to be had on the whole earth? 

129. 

25 And the king left off speaking, and Terah answered the king, saying, Like unto this has the king 
spoken to his servant; 

26 I beseech thee, my lord and king, what is this which thou didst say unto me, saying, 

130. 

Give thy son that we may slay him, and I will give thee silver and gold for his value; 
what shall I do with silver and gold after the death of my son? who shall inherit me? 
surely then at my death, the silver and gold will return to my king who gave it. 
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27 And when the king heard the words of Terah, and the parable which he brought concerning the 
king, it grieved him greatly and he was vexed at this thing, and his anger burned within him. 

131. 

28 And Terah saw that the anger of the king was kindled against him, and he answered the king, 
saying. All that I have is in the king's power; whatever the king desireth to do to his servant, that let 
him do, yea, even my son, he is in the king's power, without value in exchange, he and his two 
brothers that are older than he. 

29 And the king said to Terah, No, but I will purchase thy younger son for a price. 

132. 

30 And Terah answered the king, saying, I beseech thee my lord and king to let thy servant speak a 
word before thee, and let the king hear the word of his servant, 

and Terah said, Let my king give me three days' time till I consider this matter within myself, and 
consult with my family concerning the words of my king; and he pressed the king greatly to agree 
to this. 


133. 

31 And the king hearkened to Terah, and he did so and he gave him three days' time, and Terah 
went out from the king's presence, and he came home to his family and spoke to them all the words 
of the king; and the people were greatly afraid. 

32 And it was in the third day that the king sent to Terah, saying, 

Send me thy son for a price as I spoke to thee; and shouldst thou not do this, I will send and slay all 
thou hast in thy house, so that thou shalt not even have a dog remaining. 

134. 

33 And Terah hastened, (as the thing was urgent from the king), and he took a child from one of his 
servants, which his handmaid had born to him that day, and Terah brought the child to the king and 
received value for him. 

34 And the Lord was with Terah in this matter, that Nimrod might not cause Abram's death, and the 
king took the child from Terah and with all his might dashed his head to the ground, for he thought 
it had been Abram; and this was concealed from him from that day, and it was forgotten by the 
king, as it was the will of Providence not to suffer Abram's death. 


135. 

35 And Terah took Abram his son secretly, together with his mother and nurse, and he concealed 
them in a cave, and he brought them their provisions monthly. 

36 And the Lord was with Abram in the cave and he grew up, and Abram was in the cave ten years, 
and the king and his princes, soothsayers and sages, thought that the king had killed Abram. 


JASHER 9 


136. 

1 And Haran, the son of Terah, Abram's oldest brother, took a wife in those days. 

2 Haran was thirty-nine years old when he took her; and the wife of Haran conceived and bare a 
son, and he called his name Lot. 

3 And she conceived again and bare a daughter, and she called her name Milca; and she again 
conceived and bare a daughter, and she called her name Sarai. 


137. 

4 Haran was forty-two years old when he begat Sarai, which was in the tenth year of the life of 
Abram; and in those days Abram and his mother and nurse went out from the cave, as the king and 
his subjects had forgotten the affair of Abram. 

5 And when Abram came out from the cave, he went to Noah and his son Shem, and he remained 
with them to learn the instruction of the Lord and his ways, and no man knew where Abram was, 
and Abram served Noah and Shem his son for a long time. 
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138 . 

6 And Abram was in Noah's house thirty-nine years, and Abram knew the Lord from three years 
old, and he went in the ways of the Lord until the day of his death, as Noah and his son Shem had 
taught him; and all the sons of the earth in those days greatly transgressed against the Lord, and 
they rebelled against him and they served other gods, and they forgot the Lord who had created 
them in the earth; and the inhabitants of the earth made unto themselves, at that time, every man his 
god; gods of wood and stone which could neither speak, hear, nor deliver, and the sons of men 
served them and they became their gods. 


139. 

7 And the king and all his servants, and Terah with all his household were then the first of those 
that served gods of wood and stone. 

8 And Terah had twelve gods of large size, made of wood and stone, after the twelve months of the 
year, and he served each one monthly, and every month Terah would bring his meat offering and 
drink offering to his gods; thus did Terah all the days. 

140. 

9 And all that generation were wicked in the sight of the Lord, and they thus made every man his 
god, but they forsook the Lord who had created them. 

10 And there was not a man found in those days in the whole earth, who knew the Lord (for they 
served each man his own God) except Noah and his household, and all those who were under his 
counsel knew the Lord in those days. 


141. 

11 And Abram the son of Terah was waxing great in those days in the house of Noah, and no man 
knew it, and the Lord was with him. 

12 And the Lord gave Abram an understanding heart, and he knew all the works of that generation 
were vain, and that all their gods were vain and were of no avail. 

142. 

13 And Abram saw the sun shining upon the earth, and Abram said unto himself Surely now this 
sun that shines upon the earth is God, and him will I serve. 

14 And Abram served the sun in that day and he prayed to him, and when evening came the sun set 
as usual, and Abram said unto himself, Surely this cannot be God? 

143. 

15 And Abram still continued to speak within himself, Who is he who made the heavens and the 
earth? who created upon earth? where is he? 

16 And night darkened over him, and he lifted up his eyes toward the west, north, south, and east, 
and he saw that the sun had vanished from the earth, and the day became dark. 

144. 

17 And Abram saw the stars and moon before him, and he said, Surely this is the God who created 
the whole earth as well as man, and behold these his servants are gods around him: and Abram 
served the moon and prayed to it all that night. 

18 And in the morning when it was light and the sun shone upon the earth as usual, Abram saw all 
the things that the Lord God had made upon earth. 

145. 

19 And Abram said unto himself Surely these are not gods that made the earth and all mankind, but 
these are the servants of God, 

and Abram remained in the house of Noah and there knew the Lord and his ways' and he served the 
Lord all the days of his life, 

and all that generation forgot the Lord, and served other gods of wood and stone, and rebelled all 
their days. 
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146. 

20 And king Nimrod reigned securely, and all the earth was under his control, and all the earth was 
of one tongue and words of union. 

21 And all the princes of Nimrod and his great men took counsel together; Phut, Mitzraim, Cush 
and Canaan with their families, and they said to each other, 

147. 

Come let us build ourselves a city and in it a strong tower, and its top reaching heaven, and we will 
make ourselves famed, so that we may reign upon the whole world, in order that the evil of our 
enemies may cease from us, that we may reign mightily over them, and that we may not become 
scattered over the earth on account of their wars. 

22 And they all went before the king, and they told the king these words, and the king agreed with 
them in this affair, and he did so. 


148. 

23 And all the families assembled consisting of about six hundred thousand men, and they went to 
seek an extensive piece of ground to build the city and the tower, and they sought in the whole 
earth and they found none like one valley at the east of the land of Shinar, about two days' walk, 
and they journeyed there and they dwelt there. 

24 And they began to make bricks and burn fires to build the city and the tower that they had 
imagined to complete. 


149. 

25 And the building of the tower was unto them a transgression and a sin, and they began to build 
it, and whilst they were building against the Lord God of heaven, they imagined in their hearts to 
war against him and to ascend into heaven. 

26 And all these people and all the families divided themselves in three parts; the first said We will 
ascend into heaven and fight against him; the second said, We will ascend to heaven and place our 
own gods there and serve them; and the third part said, We will ascend to heaven and smite him 
with bows and spears; 

and God knew all their works and all their evil thoughts, and he saw the city and the tower which 
they were building. 


150. 

27 And when they were building, they built themselves a great city and a very high and strong 
tower; and on account of its height the mortar and bricks did not reach the builders in their ascent 
to it, until those who went up had completed a full year, and after that, they reached to the builders 
and gave them the mortar and the bricks; thus was it done daily. 

28 And behold these ascended and others descended the whole day; and if a brick should fall from 
their hands and get broken, they would all weep over it, and if a man fell and died, none of them 
would look at him. 


151. 

29 And the Lord knew their thoughts, and it came to pass when they were building they cast the 
arrows toward the heavens, and all the arrows fell upon them filled with blood, and when they saw 
them they said to each other, Surely we have slain all those that are in heaven. 

30 For this was from the Lord in order to cause them to err, and in order; to destroy them from off 
the face of the ground. 

31 And they built the tower and the city, and they did this thing daily until many days and years 
were elapsed. 


152. 

32 And God said to the seventy angels who stood foremost before him, to those who were near to 
him, saying, 

Come let us descend and confuse their tongues, that one man shall not understand the language of 
his neighbor, and they did so unto them. 

33 And from that day following, they forgot each man his neighbor's tongue, and they could not 
understand to speak in one tongue, and when the builder took from the hands of his neighbor lime 


22 



or stone which he did not order, the builder would cast it away and throw it upon his neighbor, that 
he would die. 


153. 

34 And they did so many days, and they killed many of them in this manner. 

35 And the Lord smote the three divisions that were there, and he punished them according to their 
works and designs; those who said, We will ascend to heaven and serve our gods, became like apes 
and elephants; and those who said, We will smite the heaven with arrows, the Lord killed them, one 
man through the hand of his neighbor; and the third division of those who said. We will ascend to 
heaven and fight against him, the Lord scattered them throughout the earth. 

154. 

36 And those who were left amongst them, when they knew and understood the evil which was 
coming upon them, they forsook the building, and they also became scattered upon the face of the 
whole earth. 

37 And they ceased building the city and the tower; therefore he called that place Babel, for there 
the Lord confounded the language of the whole earth; behold it was at the east of the land of 
Shinar. 


155. 

38 And as to the tower which the sons of men built, the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up 
one third part thereof, and a fire also descended from heaven and burned another third, and the 
other third is left to this day, and it is of that part which was aloft, and its circumference is three 
days' walk. 

39 And many of the sons of men died in that tower, a people without number. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER SIX 
Divisions 156-180 


156. 


JASHER 10 - 11:11 


1 And Peleg the son of Eber died in those days, in the forty-eighth year of the life of Abram son of 
Terah, and all the days of Peleg were two hundred and thirty-nine years. 

2 And when the Lord had scattered the sons of men on account of their sin at the tower, behold they 
spread forth into many divisions, and all the sons of men were dispersed into the four corners of the 
earth. 

3 And all the families became each according to its language, its land, or its city. 


157. 

4 And the sons of men built many cities according to their families, in all the places where they 
went, and throughout the earth where the Lord had scattered them. 

5 And some of them built cities in places from which they were afterward extirpated, and they 
called these cities after their own names, or the names of their children, or after their particular 
occurrences. 


158. 

6 And the sons of Japheth the son of Noah went and built themselves cities in the places where they 
were scattered, and they called all their cities after their names, and the sons of Japheth were 
divided upon the face of the earth into many divisions and languages. 

7 And these are the sons of Japheth according to their families, 

Corner, Magog, Medai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras; 

159. 

these are the children of Japheth according to their generations. 

8 [And] the children of Comer, according to their cities, were the Francum, who dwell in the land 
of Franza, by the river Franza, by the river Senah. 

9 And the children of Rephath are the Bartonim, who dwell in the land of Bartonia by the river 
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Ledah, which empties its waters in the great sea Gihon, that is, oceanus. 

160. 

10 And the children of Tugarma are ten families, and these are their names: 

Buzar, Parzunac, Balgar, Elicanum, Ragbib, Tarki, Bid, Zebuc, Ongal, and Tilmaz; 
all these spread and rested in the north and built themselves cities. 

11 And they called their cities after their own names, those are they who abide by the rivers Hithlah 
and Italac unto this day. 

12 But the families of Angoli, Balgar, and Parzunac, they dwell by the great river Dubnee; and the 
names of their cities are also according to their own names. 

161. 

13 And the children of Javan are the Javanim who dwell in the land of Makdonia, 
and the children of Medai are the Orelum that dwell in the land of Curson, 

and the children of Tubal are those that dwell in the land of Tuskanah by the river Pashiah. 

162. 

14 And the children of Meshech are the Shibashni 

and the children of Tiras are Rushash, Cushni, and Ongolis; 

all these went and built themselves cities; those are the cities that are situate by the sea Jabus by the 
river Cura, which empties itself in the river Tragan. 

163. 

15 And the children of Elishah [?] are the Almanim, and they also went and built themselves cities; 
those are the cities situate between the mountains of Job and Shibathmo; and of them were the 
people of Lumbardi who dwell opposite the mountains of Job and Shibathmo, and they conquered 
the land of Italia and remained there unto this day. 

16 And the children of Chittim are the Romim who dwell in the valley of Canopia by the river 
Tibreu. 

17 And the children of Dudonim are those who dwell in the cities of the sea Gihon, in the land of 
Bordna. 

[163. seems misplaced. Switch with 167?] 


164. 

18 These are the families of the children of Japheth according to their cities and languages, when 
they were scattered after the tower, and they called their cities after their names and occurrences; 
and these are the names of all their cities according to their families, which they built in those days 
after the tower. 


165. 

19 And the children of Ham were Cush, Mitzraim, Phut, and Canaan according to their generation 
and cities. 

20 All these went and built themselves cities as they found fit places for them, and they called their 
cities after the names of their fathers Cush, Mitzraim, Phut, and Canaan. 

166. 

21 And the children of Mitzraim are the Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuchim, Pathrusim, 
Casluchim, and Caphturim, seven families. 

22 All these dwell by the river Sihor, that is the brook of Egypt, and they built themselves cities and 
called them after their own names. 


167. 

23 And the children of Pathros and Casloch intermarried together, and from them went forth the 
Pelishtim, the Azathim, and the Gerarim, the Githim and the Ekronim, in all five families; these 
also built themselves cities, and they called their cities after the names of their fathers unto this day. 

24 And the children of Canaan also built themselves cities, and they called their cities after their 
names, eleven cities and others without number. 
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168 . 

25 And four men from die family of Ham went to the land of the plain; these are the names of the 
four men, Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboyim. 

26 And these men built themselves four cities in the land of the plain, and they called the names of 
their cities after their own names. 

27 And they and their children and all belonging to them dwelt in those cities, and they were 
fruitful and multiplied greatly and dwelt peaceably. 

169. 

28 And Seir the son of Hur, son of Hivi, son of Canaan, went and found a valley opposite to Mount 
Paran, and he built a city there, and he and his seven sons and his household dwelt there, and he 
called the city which he built Seir, according to his name; that is the land of Seir unto this day. 

29 These are the families of the children of Ham, according to their languages and cities, when they 
were scattered to their countries after the tower. 


170. 

30 And some of the children of Shem son of Noah, father of all the children of Eber, also went and 
built themselves cities in the places wherein they were scattered, and they called their cities after 
their names. 

31 And the sons of Shem were Elam, Ashur, Arpachshad, Lud and Aram, and they built themselves 
cities and called the names of all their cities after their names. 

171. 

32 And Ashur son of Shem and his children and household went forth at that time, a very large 
body of them, and they went to a distant land that they found, and they met with a very extensive 
valley in the land that they went to, and they built themselves four cities, and they called them after 
their own names and occurrences. 


172. 

33 And these are the names of the cities which the children of Ashur built, Ninevah, Resen, Calach 
and Rehobother; and the children of Ashur dwell there unto this day. 

34 And the children of Aram also went and built themselves a city, and they called the name of the 
city Uz after their eldest brother, and they dwell therein; that is the land of Uz to this day. 

173. 

35 And in the second year after the tower a man from the house of Ashur, whose name was Bela, 
went from the land of Ninevah to sojourn with his household wherever he could find a place; and 
they came until opposite the cities of the plain against Sodom, and they dwelt there. 

174. 

36 And the man rose up and built there a small city, and called its name Bela, after his name; that is 
the land of Zoar unto this day. 

37 And these are the families of the children of Shem according to their language and cities, after 
they were scattered upon the earth after the tower. 

175. 

38 And every kingdom, city, and family of the families of the children of Noah built themselves 
many cities after this. 

39 And they established governments in all their cities, in order to be regulated by their orders; so 
did all the families of the children of Noah forever. 
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JASHER 11 


176. 

1 And Nimrod son of Cush was still in the land of Shinar, and he reigned over it and dwelt there, 
and he built cities in the land of Shinar. 

2 And these are the names of the four cities which he built, and he called their names after the 
occurrences that happened to them in the building of the tower. 

177. 

3 And he called the first Babel, saying, Because the Lord there confounded the language of the 
whole earth; and the name of the second he called Erech, because from there God dispersed them. 

4 And the third he called Eched, saying there was a great battle at that place; and the fourth he 
called Calnah, because his princes and mighty men were consumed there, and they vexed the Lord, 
they rebelled and transgressed against him. 


178. 

5 And when Nimrod had built these cities in the land of Shinar, he placed in them the remainder of 
his people, his princes and his mighty men that were left in his kingdom. 

6 And Nimrod dwelt in Babel, and he there renewed his reign over the rest of his subjects, and he 
reigned securely, and the subjects and princes of Nimrod called his name Amraphel, saying that at 
the tower his princes and men fell through his means. 

179. 

7 And notwithstanding this, Nimrod did not return to the Lord, and he continued in wickedness and 
teaching wickedness to the sons of men; and Mardon, his son, was worse than his father, and 
continued to add to the abominations of his father. 

8 And he caused the sons of men to sin, therefore it is said, From the wicked goeth forth 
wickedness. 


180. 

9 At that time there was war between the families of the children of Ham, as they were dwelling in 
the cities which they had built. 

10 And Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, went away from the families of the children of Ham, and he 
fought with them and he subdued them, and he went to the five cities of the plain and he fought 
against them and he subdued them, and they were under his control. 

11 And they served him twelve years, and they gave him a yearly tax. 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
Divisions 181-210 


181. 


JASHER 11:12 - 11:61 


12 At that time died Nahor, son of Serug, in the forty-ninth year of the life of Abram son of Terah. 

13 And in the fiftieth year of the life of Abram son of Terah, Abram came forth from the house of 
Noah, and went to his father's house. 

14 And Abram knew the Lord, and he went in his ways and instructions, and the Lord his God was 
with him. 


182. 

15 And Terah his father was in those days, still captain of the host of king Nimrod, and he still 
followed strange gods. 

16 And Abram came to his father's house and saw twelve gods standing there in their temples, and 
the anger of Abram was kindled when he saw these images in his father's house. 

183. 

17 And Abram said, As the Lord liveth these images shall not remain in my father's house; so shall 
the Lord who created me do unto me if in three days' time I do not break them all. 

18 And Abram went from them, and his anger burned within him. 

And Abram hastened and went from the chamber to his father's outer court, and he found his father 
sitting in the court, and all his servants with him, and Abram came and sat before him. 

184. 

19 And Abram asked his father, saying, Father, tell me where is God who created heaven and earth, 
and all the sons of men upon earth, and who created thee and me. And Terah answered his son 
Abram and said, Behold those who created us are all with us in the house. 

20 And Abram said to his father, My lord, shew them to me I pray thee; 

and Terah brought Abram into the chamber of the inner court, and Abram saw, and behold the 
whole room was full of gods of wood and stone, twelve great images and others less than they 
without number. 


185. 

21 And Terah said to his son, Behold these are they which made all thou seest upon earth, and 
which created me and thee, and all mankind. 

22 And Terah bowed down to his gods, and he then went away from them, and Abram, his son, 
went away with him. 


186. 

23 And when Abram had gone from them he went to his mother and sat before her, 
and he said to his mother, 

Behold, my father has shown me those who made heaven and earth, and all the sons of men. 

24 Now, therefore, hasten and fetch a kid from the flock, and make of it savory meat, 
that I may bring it to my father's gods as an offering for them to eat; 

perhaps I may thereby become acceptable to them. 

187. 

25 And his mother did so, and she fetched a kid, and made savory meat thereof, and brought it to 
Abram, and Abram took the savory meat from his mother and brought it before his father's gods, 
and he drew nigh to them that they might eat; and Terah his father, did not know of it. 


27 



188 . 

26 And Abram saw on the day when he was sitting amongst them, that they had no voice, no 
hearing, no motion, and not one of them could stretch forth his hand to eat. 

27 And Abram mocked them, and said, Surely the savory meat that I prepared has not pleased 
them, or perhaps it was too little for them, and for that reason they would not eat; therefore 
tomorrow I will prepare fresh savory meat, better and more plentiful than this, in order that I may 
see the result. 


189. 

28 And it was on the next day that Abram directed his mother concerning the savory meat, and his 
mother rose and fetched three fine kids from the flock, and she made of them some excellent 
savory meat, such as her son was fond of, and she gave it to her son Abram; and Terah his father 
did not know of it. 


190. 

29 And Abram took the savory meat from his mother, and brought it before his father's gods into 
the chamber; and he came nigh unto them that they might eat, and he placed it before them, and 
Abram sat before them all day, thinking perhaps they might eat. 

30 And Abram viewed them, and behold they had neither voice nor hearing, nor did one of them 
stretch forth his hand to the meat to eat. 


191. 

31 And in the evening of that day in that house Abram was clothed with the spirit of God. 

32 And he called out and said, Wo unto my father and this wicked generation, whose hearts are all 
inclined to vanity, who serve these idols of wood and stone which can neither eat, smell, hear nor 
speak, who have mouths without speech, eyes without sight, ears without hearing, hands without 
feeling, and legs which cannot move; like them are those that made them and that trust in them. 

192. 

33 And when Abram saw all these things his anger was kindled against his father, and he hastened 
and took a hatchet in his hand, and came unto the chamber of the gods, and he broke all his father's 
gods. 

34 And when he had done breaking the images, he placed the hatchet in the hand of the great god 
which was there before them, and he went out; and Terah his father came home, for he had heard at 
the door the sound of the striking of the hatchet; so Terah came into the house to know what this 
was about. 


193. 

35 And Terah, having heard the noise of the hatchet in the room of images, ran to the room to the 
images, and he met Abram going out. 

36 And Terah entered the room and found all the idols fallen down and broken, and the hatchet in 
the hand of the largest, which was not broken, and the savory meat which Abram his son had made 
was still before them. 


194. 

37 And when Terah saw this his anger was greatly kindled, and he hastened and went from the 
room to Abram. 

38 And he found Abram his son still sitting in the house; and he said to him. What is this work thou 
hast done to my gods? 


195. 

39 And Abram answered Terah his father and he said, Not so my lord, for I brought savory meat 
before them, and when I came nigh to them with the meat that they might eat, they all at once 
stretched forth their hands to eat before the great one had put forth his hand to eat. 

40 And the large one saw their works that they did before him, and his anger was violently kindled 
against them, and he went and took the hatchet that was in the house and came to them and broke 
them all, and behold the hatchet is yet in his hand as thou seest. 
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196. 

41 And Terah's anger was kindled against his son Abram, when he spoke this; and Terah said to 
Abram his son in his anger, What is this tale that thou hast told? Thou speakest lies to me. 

197. 

42 Is there in these gods spirit, soul, or power to do all thou hast told me? 

Are they not wood and stone, and have I not myself made them, and canst thou speak such lies, 
saying that the large god that was with them smote them? 

It is thou that didst place the hatchet in his hands, and then sayest he smote them all. 

198. 

43 And Abram answered his father and said to him, 

“And how canst thou then serve these idols in whom there is no power to do any thing? 

Can those idols in which thou trustest deliver thee? 
can they hear thy prayers when thou callest upon them? 

199. 

can they deliver thee from the hands of thy enemies, or will they fight thy battles for thee against 
thy enemies, that thou shouldst serve wood and stone which can neither speak nor hear? 

44 [And now] surely it is not good for thee nor for the sons of men that are connected with thee, to 
do these things; 


200 . 

are you so silly, so foolish or so short of understanding that you will serve wood and stone, and do 
after this manner, 

45 And forget the Lord God who made heaven and earth, and who created you in the earth, and 
thereby bring a great evil upon your souls in this matter by serving stone and wood? 

201 . 

46 Did not our fathers in days of old sin in this matter, and the Lord God of the universe brought 
the waters of the flood upon them and destroyed the whole earth? 

47 And how can you continue to do this and serve gods of wood and stone, who cannot hear, or 
speak, or deliver you from oppression, thereby bringing down the anger of the God of the universe 
upon you? 


202 . 

48 Now therefore my father refrain from this, and bring not evil upon thy soul and the souls of thy 
household.” 

49 And Abram hastened and sprang from before his father, and took the hatchet from his father's 
largest idol, with which Abram broke it and ran away. 

203. 

50 And Terah, seeing all that Abram had done, hastened to go from his house, and he went to the 
king and he came before Nimrod and stood before him, and he bowed down to the king; 

and the king said, What dost thou want? 

51 And he said, I beseech thee my lord, to hear me, 

204. 

Now fifty years back a child was born to me, and thus has he done to my gods and thus has he 
spoken; and now therefore, my lord and king, send for him that he may come before thee, and 
judge him according to the law, that we may be delivered from his evil. 

52 And the king sent three men of his servants, and they went and brought Abram before the king. 
And Nimrod and all his princes and servants were that day sitting before him, and Terah sat also 
before them. 
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205. 

53 And the king said to Abram, What is this that thou hast done to thy father and to his gods? 

And Abram answered the king in the words that he spoke to his father, and he said, 

The large god that was with them in the house did to them what thou hast heard. 

54 And the king said to Abram, Had they power to speak and eat and do as thou hast said? 

206. 

And Abram answered the king, saying, “And if there be no power in them why dost thou serve 
them and cause the sons of men to err through thy follies? 

55 Dost thou imagine that they can deliver thee or do anything small or great, that thou shouldst 
serve them? 

And why wilt thou not sense the God of the whole universe, who created thee and in whose power 
it is to kill and keep alive? 


207. 

56 0 foolish, simple, and ignorant king, woe unto thee forever. 

571 thought thou wouldst teach thy servants the upright way, 

but thou hast not done this, but hast filled the whole earth with thy sins and the sins of thy people 
who have followed thy ways. 


208. 

58 Dost thou not know, or hast thou not heard, that this evil which thou doest, our ancestors sinned 
therein in days of old, and the eternal God brought the waters of the flood upon them and destroyed 
them all, and also destroyed the whole earth on their account? 

And wilt thou and thy people rise up now and do like unto this work, in order to bring down the 
anger of the Lord God of the universe, and to bring evil upon thee and the whole earth? 

209. 

59 Now therefore put away this evil deed which thou doest, and serve the God of the universe, as 
thy soul is in his hands, and then it will be well with thee. 

60 And if thy wicked heart will not hearken to my words to cause thee to forsake thy evil ways, and 
to serve the eternal God, 

then wilt thou die in shame in the latter days, thou, thy people and all who are connected with thee, 
hearing thy words or walking in thy evil ways.” 


210 . 

61 And when Abram had ceased speaking before the king and princes, Abram lifted up his eyes to 
the heavens, and he said. 

The Lord seeth all the wicked, and he will judge them. 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
Divisions 211-235 


211 . 


JASHER 12:1 - 12:43 


1 And when the king heard the words of Abram he ordered him to be put into prison; and Abram 
was ten days in prison. 

2 And at the end of those days, the king ordered that all the kings, princes and governors of 
different provinces and the sages should come before him, and they sat before him, and Abram was 
still in the house of confinement. 


212 . 

3 And the king said to the princes and sages, Have you heard what Abram, the son of Terah, has 
done to his father? Thus has he done to him, and I ordered him to be brought before me, and thus 
has he spoken; his heart did not misgive him, neither did he stir in my presence, and behold now he 
is confined in the prison. 

4 And therefore decide what judgment is due to this man who reviled the king; who spoke and did 
all the things that you heard. 


213. 

5 And they all answered the king saying, 

The man who revileth the king should be hanged upon a tree; 

but having done all the things that he said, and having despised our gods, he must therefore be 
burned to death, for this is the law in this matter. 

6 If it pleaseth the king to do this, let him order his servants to kindle a fire both night and day in 
thy brick furnace, and then we will cast this man into it. 

214. 

And the king did so, and he commanded his servants that they should prepare a fire for three days 
and three nights in the king's furnace, that is in Casdim; 

and the king ordered them to take Abram from prison and bring him out to be burned. 

215. 

7 And all the king's servants, princes, lords, governors, and judges, and all the inhabitants of the 
land, about nine hundred thousand men, stood opposite the furnace to see Abram. 

8 And all the women and little ones crowded upon the roofs and towers to see what was doing with 
Abram, and they all stood together at a distance; and there was not a man left that did not come on 
that day to behold the scene. 


216. 

9 And when Abram was come, the conjurors of the king and the sages saw Abram, and they cried 
out to the king, saying, Our sovereign lord, surely this is the man whom we know to have been the 
child at whose birth the great star swallowed the four stars, which we declared to the king now fifty 
years since. 

10 And behold now his father has also transgressed thy commands, and mocked thee by bringing 
thee another child, which thou didst kill. 


217. 

11 And when the king heard their words, he was exceedingly wroth, and he ordered Terah to be 
brought before him. 

12 And the king said, Hast thou heard what the conjurors have spoken? Now tell me truly, how 
didst thou; and if thou shalt speak truth thou shalt be acquitted. 

218. 

13 And seeing that the king's anger was so much kindled, Terah said to the king, My lord and king, 
thou hast heard the truth, and what the sages have spoken is right. 

And the king said. How couldst thou do this thing, to transgress my orders and to give me a child 
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that thou didst not beget, and to take value for him? 

219. 

14 And Terah answered the king, Because my tender feelings were excited for my son, at that time, 
and I took a son of my handmaid, and I brought him to the king. 

15 And the king said Who advised thee to this? Tell me, do not hide aught from me, and then thou 
shalt not die. 


220 . 

16 And Terah was greatly terrified in the king's presence, and he said to the king, It was Haran my 
eldest son who advised me to this; and Haran was in those days that Abram was bom, two and 
thirty years old. 

17 But Haran did not advise his father to anything, for Terah said this to the king in order to deliver 
his soul from the king, for he feared greatly; and the king said to Terah, Haran thy son who advised 
thee to this shall die through fire with Abram; for the sentence of death is upon him for having 
rebelled against the king's desire in doing this thing. 

221 . 

18 And Haran at that time felt inclined to follow the ways of Abram, but he kept it within himself. 

19 And Haran said in his heart, Behold now the king has seized Abram on account of these things 
which Abram did, and it shall come to pass, that if Abram prevail over the king I will follow him, 
but if the king prevail I will go after the king. 


222 . 

20 And when Terah had spoken this to the king concerning Haran his son, the king ordered Haran 
to be seized with Abram. 

21 And they brought them both, Abram and Haran his brother, to cast them into the fire; and all the 
inhabitants of the land and the king's servants and princes and all the women and little ones were 
there, standing that day over them. 


223. 

22 And the king's servants took Abram and his brother, and they stripped them of all their clothes 
excepting their lower garments which were upon them. 

23 And they bound their hands and feet with linen cords, and the servants of the king lifted them up 
and cast them both into the furnace. 


224. 

24 And the Lord loved Abram and he had compassion over him, and the Lord came down and 
delivered Abram from the fire and he was not burned. 

25 But all the cords with which they bound him were burned, while Abram remained and walked 
about in the fire. 


225. 

26 And Haran died when they had cast him into the fire, and he was burned to ashes, for his heart 
was not perfect with the Lord; and those men who cast him into the fire, the flame of the fire spread 
over them, and they were burned, and twelve men of them died. 

226. 

27 And Abram walked in the midst of the fire three days and three nights, and all the servants of the 
king saw him walking in the fire, and they came and told the king, saying, 

Behold we have seen Abram walking about in the midst of the fire, and even the lower garments 
which are upon him are not burned, but the cord with which he was bound is burned. 

227. 

28 And when the king heard their words his heart fainted and he would not believe them; so he sent 
other faithful princes to see this matter, 

and they went and saw it and told it to the king; and the king rose to go and see it, and he saw 
Abram walking to and fro in the midst of the fire, and he saw Haran's body burned, and the king 
wondered greatly. 
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228 . 

29 And the king ordered Abram to be taken out from the fire; and his servants approached to take 
him out and they could not, for the fire was round about and the flame ascending toward them from 
the furnace. 

30 And the king's servants fled from it, and the king rebuked them, saying, Make haste and bring 
Abram out of the fire that you shall not die. 


229. 

31 And the servants of the king again approached to bring Abram out, and the flames came upon 
them and burned their faces so that eight of them died. 

32 And when the king saw that his servants could not approach the fire lest they should be burned, 
the king called to Abram, O servant of the God who is in heaven, go forth from amidst the fire and 
come hither before me; and Abram hearkened to the voice of the king, and he went forth from the 
fire and came and stood before the king. 


230. 

33 And when Abram came out the king and all his servants saw Abram coming before the king, 
with his lower garments upon him, for they were not burned, but the cord with which he was bound 
was burned. 

34 And the king said to Abram, How is it that thou wast not burned in the fire? 

231. 

35 And Abram said to the king, The God of heaven and earth in whom I trust and who has 
power, he delivered me from the fire into which thou didst cast me. 

36 And Haran the brother of Abram was burned to ashes, and they sought for his body, 
found it consumed. 

37 And Haran was eighty-two years old when he died in the fire of Casdim. 

232. 

And the king, princes, and inhabitants of the land, seeing that Abram was delivered from the fire, 
they came and bowed down to Abram. 

38 And Abram said to them, Do not bow down to me, 

but bow down to the God of the world who made you, and serve him, and go in his ways for it is he 
who delivered me from out of this fire, 

and it is he who created the souls and spirits of all men, and formed man in his mother's womb, and 
brought him forth into the world, and it is he who will deliver those who trust in him from all pain. 

233. 

39 And this thing seemed very wonderful in the eyes of the king and princes, that Abram was saved 
from the fire and that Haran was burned; and the king gave Abram many presents and he gave him 
his two head servants from the king's house; the name of one was Oni and the name of the other 
was Eliezer. 


all in his 
and they 


234. 

40 And all the kings, princes and servants gave Abram many gifts of silver and gold and pearl, and 
the king and his princes sent him away, and he went in peace. 

41 And Abram went forth from the king in peace, and many of the king's servants followed him, 
and about three hundred men joined him. 


235. 

42 And Abram returned on that day and went to his father's house, he and the men that followed 
him, and Abram served the Lord his God all the days of his life, and he walked in his ways and 
followed his law. 

12:43 And from that day forward Abram inclined the hearts of the sons of men to serve the Lord. 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER NINE 
Divisions 236-275 


236. 


JASHER 12:44 - 13 


12:44 And at that time Nahor and Abram took unto themselves wives, the daughters of their brother 
Haran; 

the wife of Nahor was Milca and the name of Abram's wife was Sarai. 

And Sarai, wife of Abram, was barren; she had no offspring in those days. 


237. 

45 And at the expiration of two years from Abram's going out of the fire, that is in the fifty-second 
year of his life, behold king Nimrod sat in Babel upon the throne, 

and the king fell asleep and dreamed that he was standing with his troops and hosts in a valley 
opposite the king's furnace. 


238. 

46 And he lifted up his eyes and saw a man in the likeness of Abram coming forth from the 
furnace, and that he came and stood before the king with his drawn sword, and then sprang to the 
king with his sword, when the king fled from the man, for he was afraid; and while he was running, 
the man threw an egg upon the king's head, and the egg became a great river. 

239. 

47 And the king dreamed that all his troops sank in that river and died, and the king took flight with 
three men who were before him and he escaped. 

48 And the king looked at these men and they were clothed in princely dresses as the garments of 
kings, and had the appearance and majesty of kings. 

240. 

49 And while they were running, the river again turned to an egg before the king, and there came 
forth from the egg a young bird which came before the king, and flew at his head and plucked out 
the king's eye. 

50 And the king was grieved at the sight, and he awoke out of his sleep and his spirit was agitated; 
and he felt a great terror. 


241. 

51 And in the morning the king rose from his couch in fear, and he ordered all the wise men and 
magicians to come before him, when the king related his dream to them. 

52 And a wise servant of the king, whose name was Anuki, answered the king, saying, This is 
nothing else but the evil of Abram and his seed which will spring up against my Lord and king in 
the latter days. 

242. 

53 And behold the day will come when Abram and his seed and the children of his household will 
war with my king, and they will smite all the king's hosts and his troops. 

54 And as to what thou hast said concerning three men which thou didst see like unto thyself, and 
which did escape, this means that only thou wilt escape with three kings from the kings of the earth 
who will be with thee in battle. 


243. 

55 And that which thou sawest of the river which turned to an egg as at first, and the young bird 
plucking out thine eye, this means nothing else but the seed of Abram which will slay the king in 
latter days. 

56 This is my king's dream, and this is its interpretation, and the dream is true, and the 
interpretation which thy servant has given thee is right. 
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244 . 

57 Now therefore my king, surely thou knowest that it is now fifty-two years since thy sages saw 
this at the birth of Abram, and if my king will suffer Abram to live in the earth it will be to the 
injury of my lord and king, 

for all the days that Abram liveth neither thou nor thy kingdom will be established, for this was 
known formerly at his birth; and why will not my king slay him, that his evil may be kept from thee 
in latter days? 


245. 

58 And Nimrod hearkened to the voice of Anuki, and he sent some of his servants in secret to go 
and seize Abram, and bring him before the king to suffer death. 

59 And Eliezer, Abram's servant whom the king had given him, was at that time in the presence of 
the king, and he heard what Anuki had advised the king, and what the king had said to cause 
Abram's death. 


246. 

60 And Eliezer said to Abram, Hasten, rise up and save thy soul, that thou mayest not die through 
the hands of the king, for thus did he see in a dream concerning thee, and thus did Anuki interpret 
it, and thus also did Anuki advise the king concerning thee. 

61 And Abram hearkened to the voice of Eliezer, and Abram hastened and ran for safety to the 
house of Noah and his son Shem, and he concealed himself there and found a place of safety; 

[Cappadocian caves?] 

247. 

and the king's servants came to Abram's house to seek him, 

but they could not find him, and they searched through out the country and he was not to be found, 
and they went and searched in every direction and he was not to be met with. 

62 And when the king's servants could not find Abram they returned to the king, 

but the king's anger against Abram was stilled, as they did not find him, and the king drove from 
his mind this matter concerning Abram. 


248. 

63 And Abram was concealed in Noah's house for one month, until the king had forgotten this 
matter, but Abram was still afraid of the king; 

and Terah came to see Abram his son secretly in the house of Noah, and Terah was very great in the 
eyes of the king. 

64 And Abram said to his father, Dost thou not know that the king thinketh to slay me, and to 
annihilate my name from the earth by the advice of his wicked counsellors? 

65 [Now] whom hast thou here, and what hast thou in this land? 

249. 

Arise, let us go together to the land of Canaan, that we may be delivered from his hand, lest thou 
perish also through him in the latter days. 

66 Dost thou not know or hast thou not heard, 

that it is not through love that Nimrod giveth thee all this honor, 
but it is only for his benefit that he bestoweth all this good upon thee? 

250. 

67 And if he do unto thee greater good than this, surely these are only vanities of the world, for 
wealth and riches cannot avail in the day of wrath and anger. 

68 Now therefore hearken to my voice, and let us arise and go to the land of Canaan, out of the 
reach of injury from Nimrod; 

and serve thou the Lord who created thee in the earth and it will be well with thee; and cast away 
all the vain things which thou pursuest. 
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251 . 

69 And Abram ceased to speak, when Noah and his son Shem answered Terah, saying. True is the 
word which Abram hath said unto thee. 

70 And Terah hearkened to the voice of his son Abram, and Terah did all that Abram said, for this 
was from the Lord, that the king should not cause Abram's death. 


JASHER 13 


252. 

1 And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and Sarai his daughter-in- 
law, the wife of his son Abram, and all the souls of his household and went with them from Ur 
Casdim to go to the land of Canaan. 

And when they came as far as the land of Haran they remained there, for it was exceedingly good 
land for pasture, and of sufficient extent for those who accompanied them. 


253. 

2 And the people of the land of Haran saw that Abram was good and upright with God and men, 
and that the Lord his God was with him, and some of the people of the land of Haran came and 
joined Abram, and he taught them the instruction of the Lord and his ways; and these men 
remained with Abram in his house and they adhered to him. 

254. 

3 And Abram remained in the land three years, and at the expiration of three years the Lord 
appeared to Abram and said to him; 


I am the Lord who brought thee forth from Ur Casdim, and delivered thee from the hands of all 
thine enemies. 


255. 

4 And now therefore if thou wilt hearken to my voice and keep my commandments, my statutes 
and my laws, 

then will I cause thy enemies to fall before thee, and I will multiply thy seed like the stars of 
heaven, and I will send my blessing upon all the works of thy hands, and thou shalt lack nothing. 

256. 

5 Arise now, take thy wife and all belonging to thee and go to the land of Canaan and remain there, 
and I will there be unto thee for a God, and I will bless thee. 

And Abram rose and took his wife and all belonging to him, and he went to the land of Canaan as 
the Lord had told him; and Abram was fifty years old when he went from Haran. 

257. 

6 And Abram came to the land of Canaan and dwelt in the midst of the city, and he there pitched his 
tent amongst the children of Canaan, inhabitants of the land. 

7 And the Lord appeared to Abram when he came to the land of Canaan, and said to him, 

This is the land which I gave unto thee and to thy seed after thee forever, 

and I will make thy seed like the stars of heaven, and I will give unto thy seed for an inheritance all 
the lands which thou seest. 


258. 

8 And Abram built an altar in the place where God had spoken to him, and Abram there called upon 
the name of the Lord. 

9 At that time, at the end of three years of Abram's dwelling in the land of Canaan, 

in that year Noah died, which was the fifty-eighth year of the life of Abram; and all the days that 
Noah lived were nine hundred and fifty years and he died. 

[another Noah, or is this a rase? a Trojan war inference?] 
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259. 

10 And Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, he, his wife, and all belonging to him, and all those that 
accompanied him, together with those that joined him from the people of the land; but Nahor, 
Abram's brother, and Terah his father, and Lot the son of Haran and all belonging to them dwelt in 
Haran. 


260. 

11 In the fifth year of Abram's dwelling in the land of Canaan the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
and all the cities of the plain revolted from the power of Chedorlaomer, king of Elam; 

for all the kings of the cities of the plain had served Chedorlaomer for twelve years, and given him 
a yearly tax, but in those days in the thirteenth year, they rebelled against him. 

261. 

12 And in the tenth year of Abram's dwelling in the land of Canaan there was war between Nimrod 
king of Shinar and Chedorlaomer king of Elam, 

and Nimrod came to fight with Chedorlaomer and to subdue him. 

262. 

13 For Chedorlaomer was at that time one of the princes of the hosts of Nimrod, and when all the 
people at the tower were dispersed and those that remained were also scattered upon the face of the 
earth, Chedorlaomer went to the land of Elam and reigned over it and rebelled against his lord. 

263. 

14 And in those days when Nimrod saw that the cities of the plain had rebelled, he came with pride 
and anger to war with Chedorlaomer, and Nimrod assembled all his princes and subjects, about 
seven hundred thousand men, and went against Chedorlaomer, and Chedorlaomer went out to meet 
him with five thousand men, and they prepared for battle in the valley of Babel which is between 
Elam and Shinar. 


264. 

15 And all those kings fought there, and Nimrod and his people were smitten before the people of 
Chedorlaomer, and there fell from Nimrod's men about six hundred thousand, and Mardon the 
king's son fell amongst them. 


265. 

16 And Nimrod fled and returned in shame and disgrace to his land, and he was under subjection to 
Chedorlaomer for a long time, and Chedorlaomer returned to his land and sent princes of his host 
to the kings that dwelt around him, to Arioch king of Elasar, and to Tidal king of Goyim, and made 
a covenant with them, and they were all obedient to his commands. 

266. 

17 And it was in the fifteenth year of Abram's dwelling in the land of Canaan, which is the 
seventieth year of the life of Abram, and the Lord appeared to Abram in that year and he said to 
him, 

I am the Lord who brought thee out from Ur Casdim to give thee this land for an inheritance. 

267. 

18 Now therefore walk before me and be perfect and keep my commands, 

for to thee and to thy seed I will give this land for an inheritance, 
from the river Mitzraim unto the great river Euphrates. 

268. 

19 And thou shalt come to thy fathers in peace and in good age, 

and the fourth generation shall return here in this land and shall inherit it forever; 

and Abram built an altar, and he called upon the name of the Lord who appeared to him, 
and he brought up sacrifices upon the altar to the Lord. 
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269. 

20 At that time Abram returned and went to Haran to see his father and mother, and his father's 
household, and Abram and his wife and all belonging to him returned to Haran, and Abram dwelt in 
Haran five years. 

21 And many of the people of Haran, about seventy-two men, followed Abram and Abram taught 
them the instruction of the Lord and his ways, and he taught them to know the Lord. 

270. 

22 In those days the Lord appeared to Abram in Haran, and he said to him, 

Behold, I spoke unto thee these twenty years back saying, 

23 Go forth from thy land, from thy birth-place and from thy father's house, to the land which I 
have shown thee to give it to thee and to thy children, 

271. 

for there in that land will I bless thee, and make thee a great nation, and make thy name great, and 
in thee shall the families of the earth be blessed. 

24 Now therefore arise, go forth from this place, thou, thy wife, and all belonging to thee, also 
every one bom in thy house and all the souls thou hast made in Haran, and bring them out with thee 
from here, and rise to return to the land of Canaan. 

272. 

25 And Abram arose and took his wife Sarai and all belonging to him, and all that were born to him 
in his house and the souls which they had made in Haran, and they came out to go to the land of 
Canaan. 


273. 

26 And Abram went and returned to the land of Canaan, according to the word of the Lord. And 
Lot the son of his brother Haran went with him, and Abram was seventy-five years old when he 
went forth from Haran to return to the land of Canaan. 

274. 

27 And he came to the land of Canaan according to the word of the Lord to Abram, and he pitched 
his tent and he dwelt in the plain of Mamre, and with him was Lot his brother's son, and all 
belonging to him. 


275. 

28 And the Lord again appeared to Abram and said, To thy seed will I give this land; 

and he there built an altar to the Lord who appeared to him, which is still to this day in the plains of 
Mamre. 
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276. 


JASHER 14 


1 In those days there was in the land of Shinar a wise man who had understanding in all wisdom, 
and of a beautiful appearance, but he was poor and indigent; his name was Rikayon and he was 
hard set to support himself. 


277. 

2 And he resolved to go to Egypt, to Oswiris the son of Anom king of Egypt, to show the king his 
wisdom; for perhaps he might find grace in his sight, to raise him up and give him maintenance; 
and Rikayon did so. 


278. 

3 And when Rikayon came to Egypt he asked the inhabitants of Egypt concerning the king, and the 
inhabitants of Egypt told him the custom of the king of Egypt, 

for it was then the custom of the king of Egypt that he went from his royal palace and was seen 
abroad only one day in the year, and after that the king would return to his palace to remain there. 

279. 

4 And on the day when the king went forth he passed judgment in the land, and every one having a 
suit came before the king that day to obtain his request. 

5 And when Rikayon heard of the custom in Egypt and that he could not come into the presence of 
the king, he grieved greatly and was very sorrowful. 

280. 

6 And in the evening Rikayon went out and found a house in ruins, formerly a bake house in Egypt, 
and he abode there all night in bitterness of soul and pinched with hunger, and sleep was removed 
from his eyes. 


281. 

7 And Rikayon considered within himself what he should do in the town until the king made his 
appearance, and how he might maintain himself there. 

8 And he rose in the morning and walked about, and met in his way those who sold vegetables and 
various sorts of seed with which they supplied the inhabitants. 

282. 

9 And Rikayon wished to do the same in order to get a maintenance in the city, but he was 
unacquainted with the custom of the people, and he was like a blind man among them. 

10 And he went and obtained vegetables to sell them for his support, and the rabble assembled 
about him and ridiculed him, and took his vegetables from him and left him nothing. 

283. 

11 And he rose up from there in bitterness of soul, and went sighing to the bake house in which he 
had remained all the night before, and he slept there the second night. 

12 And on that night again he reasoned within himself how he could save himself from starvation, 
and he devised a scheme how to act. 


284. 

13 And he rose up in the morning and acted ingeniously, and went and hired thirty strong men of 
the rabble, carrying their war instruments in their hands, and he led them to the top of the Egyptian 
sepulchre, and he placed them there. 

14 And he commanded them, saying, 
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285. 

Thus saith the king, 

Strengthen yourselves and be valiant men, 

and let no man be buried here until two hundred pieces of silver be given, 
and then he may be buried; 

and those men did according to the order of Rikayon to the people of Egypt the whole of that year. 

286. 

15 And in eight months time Rikayon and his men gathered great riches of silver and gold, and 
Rikayon took a great quantity of horses and other animals, and he hired more men, and he gave 
them horses and they remained with him. 

16 And when the year came round, at the time the king went forth into the town, all the inhabitants 
of Egypt assembled together to speak to him concerning the work of Rikayon and his men. 

287. 

17 And the king went forth on the appointed day, and all the Egyptians came before him and cried 
unto him, saying, 

18 May the king live forever. 

What is this thing thou doest in the town to thy servants, not to suffer a dead body to be buried until 
so much silver and gold be given? 


288. 

Was there ever the like unto this done in the whole earth, from the days of former kings 

yea even from the days of Adam, unto this day, 

that the dead should not be buried only for a set price? 

289. 

19 We know it to be the custom of kings to take a yearly tax from the living, 

but thou dost not only do this, but from the dead also thou exactest a tax day by day. 

290. 

20 Now, O king, we can no more bear this, for the whole city is ruined on this account, and dost 
thou not know it? 

21 And when the king heard all that they had spoken he was very wroth, and his anger burned 
within him at this affair, for he had known nothing of it. 

291. 

22 And the king said, Who and where is he that dares to do this wicked thing in my land without 
my command? Surely you will tell me. 


292. 

23 And they told him all the works of Rikayon and his men, and the king's anger was aroused, and 
he ordered Rikayon and his men to be brought before him. 

293. 

24 And Rikayon took about a thousand children, sons and daughters, and clothed them in silk and 
embroidery, and he set them upon horses and sent them to the king by means of his men, 

and he also took a great quantity of silver and gold and precious stones, and a strong and beautiful 
horse, as a present for the king, with which he came before the king and bowed down to the earth 
before him; 
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294. 

and the king, his servants and all the inhabitants of Egypt wondered at the work of Rikayon, and 
they saw his riches and the present that he had brought to the king. 

25 And it greatly pleased the king and he wondered at it; 

and when Rikayon sat before him the king asked him concerning all his works, and Rikayon spoke 
all his words wisely before the king, his servants, and all the inhabitants of Egypt. 

295. 

26 And when the king heard the words of Rikayon and his wisdom, Rikayon found grace in his 
sight, and he met with grace and kindness from all the servants of the king and from all the 
inhabitants of Egypt, on account of his wisdom and excellent speeches, and from that time they 
loved him exceedingly. 


296. 

27 And the king answered and said to Rikayon, 

Thy name shall no more be called Rikayon but Pharaoh shall be thy name, 
since thou didst exact a tax from the dead; 
and he called his name Pharaoh. 


297. 

28 And the king and his subjects loved Rikayon for his wisdom, 

and they consulted with all the inhabitants of Egypt to make him prefect under the king. 

29 And all the inhabitants of Egypt and its wise men did so, and it was made a law in Egypt. 

298. 

30 And they made Rikayon Pharaoh [administrator] under Oswiris king of Egypt, and Rikayon 
Pharaoh governed over Egypt, daily administering justice to the whole city, 

but Oswiris the king would judge the people of the land one day in the year, when he went out to 
make his appearance. 


299. 

31 And Rikayon Pharaoh cunningly usurped the government of Egypt, and he exacted a tax from 
all the inhabitants of Egypt. 


300. 

32 And all the inhabitants of Egypt greatly loved Pharaoh Rikayon, and they made a decree to call 
every king that should reign over them and their seed in Egypt, Pharaoh. 

33 Therefore all the kings that reigned in Egypt from that time forward were called Pharaoh unto 
this day. 
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301. 


JASHER 15 


1 And in that year there was a heavy famine throughout the land of Canaan, and the inhabitants of 
the land could not remain on account of the famine for it was very grievous. 

2 And Abram and all belonging to him rose and went down to Egypt on account of the famine, and 
when they were at the brook Mitzraim they remained there some time to rest from the fatigue of the 
road. 


302. 

3 And Abram and Sarai were walking at the border of the brook Mitzraim, and Abram beheld his 
wife Sarai that she was very beautiful. 

4 And Abram said to his wife Sarai, Since God has created thee with such a beautiful countenance, 
I am afraid of the Egyptians lest they should slay me and take thee away, for the fear of God is not 
in these places. 


303. 

5 Surely then thou shalt do this, Say thou art my sister to all that may ask thee, in order that it may 
be well with me, and that we may live and not be put to death. 

6 And Abram commanded the same to all those that came with him to Egypt on account of the 
famine; 

also his nephew Lot he commanded, saying, If the Egyptians ask thee concerning Sarai say she is 
the sister of Abram. 


304. 

7 And yet with all these orders Abram did not put confidence in them, but he took Sarai and placed 
her in a chest and concealed it amongst their vessels, for Abram was greatly concerned about Sarai 
on account of the wickedness of the Egyptians. 

8 And Abram and all belonging to him rose up from the brook Mitzraim and came to Egypt; and 
they had scarcely entered the gates of the city when the guards stood up to them saying, 

Give tithe to the king from what you have, and then you may come into the town; and Abram and 
those that were with him did so. 


305. 

9 And Abram with the people that were with him came to Egypt, and when they came they brought 
the chest in which Sarai was concealed and the Egyptians saw the chest. 

10 And the king's servants approached Abram, saying, What hast thou here in this chest which we 
have not seen? Now open thou the chest and give tithe to the king of all that it contains. 

306. 

11 And Abram said, This chest I will not open, but all you demand upon it I will give. 

And Pharaoh's officers answered Abram, saying, It is a chest of precious stones, give us the tenth 
thereof. 

12 Abram said, All that you desire I will give, but you must not open the chest. 

307. 

13 And the king's officers pressed Abram, and they reached the chest and opened it with force, and 
they saw, and behold a beautiful woman was in the chest. 

14 And when the officers of the king beheld Sarai they were struck with admiration at her beauty, 
and all the princes and servants of Pharaoh assembled to see Sarai, for she was very beautiful. 

308. 

And the king's officers ran and told Pharaoh all that they had seen, and they praised Sarai to the 
king; and Pharaoh ordered her to be brought, and the woman came before the king. 

15 And Pharaoh beheld Sarai and she pleased him exceedingly, and he was struck with her beauty, 
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and die king rejoiced greatly on her account, and made presents to those who brought him the 
tidings concerning her. 


309. 

16 And the woman was then brought to Pharaoh's house, and Abram grieved on account of his 
wife, and he prayed to the Lord to deliver her from the hands of Pharaoh. 

17 And Sarai also prayed at that time and said, 

O Lord God thou didst tell my Lord Abram to go from his land and from his father's house to the 
land of Canaan, and thou didst promise to do well with him if he would perform thy commands; 

310. 

now behold we have done that which thou didst command us, and we left our land and our 
families, and we went to a strange land and to a people whom we have not known before. 

18 And we came to this land to avoid the famine, and this evil accident has befallen me; 

now therefore, O Lord God, deliver us and save us from the hand of this oppressor, and do well 
with me for the sake of thy mercy. 


311. 

19 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Sarai, and the Lord sent an angel to deliver Sarai from 
the power of Pharaoh. 

20 And the king came and sat before Sarai and behold an angel of the Lord was standing over 
them, and he appeared to Sarai and said to her, Do not fear, for the Lord has heard thy prayer. 

312. 

21 And the king approached Sarai and said to her, What is that man to thee who brought thee 
hither? 

and she said. He is my brother. 


312. 

22 And the king said, It is incumbent upon us to make him great, to elevate him and to do unto him 
all the good which thou shalt command us; and at that time the king sent to Abram silver and gold 
and precious stones in abundance, together with cattle, men servants and maid servants; 
and the king ordered Abram to be brought, and he sat in the court of the king's house, and the king 
greatly exalted Abram on that night. 


313. 

23 And the king approached to speak to Sarai, and he reached out his hand to touch her, when the 
angel smote him heavily, and he was terrified and he refrained from reaching to her. 

24 And when the king came near to Sarai, the angel smote him to the ground, and acted thus to him 
the whole night, and the king was terrified. 


314. 

25 And the angel on that night smote heavily all the servants of the king, and his whole household, 
on account of Sarai, and there was a great lamentation that night amongst the people of Pharaoh's 
house. 

26 And Pharaoh, seeing the evil that befell him, said, Surely on account of this woman has this 
thing happened to me, and he removed himself at some distance from her and spoke pleasing words 
to her. 


315. 

27 And the king said to Sarai, Tell me I pray thee concerning the man with whom thou earnest here; 
and Sarai said, This man is my husband, and I said to thee that he was my brother for I was afraid, 
lest thou shouldst put him to death through wickedness. 

28 And the king kept away from Sarai, and the plagues of the angel of the Lord ceased from him 
and his household; and Pharaoh knew that he was smitten on account of Sarai, and the king was 
greatly astonished at this. 
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316. 

29 And in the morning the king called for Abram and said to him. 

What is this thou hast done to me? 

Why didst thou say, She is my sister, owing to which I took her unto me for a wife, and this heavy 
plague has therefore come upon me and my household? 

317. 

30 Now therefore here is thy wife, take her and go from our land lest we all die on her account. 

And Pharaoh took more cattle, men servants and maid servants, and silver and gold, to give to 
Abram, and he returned unto him Sarai his wife. 

318. 

31 And the king took a maiden whom he begat by his concubines, and he gave her to Sarai for a 
handmaid. 

32 And the king [Oswiris] said to his daughter, It is better for thee my daughter to be a handmaid 
in this man's house than to be mistress in my house, after we have beheld the evil that befell us on 
account of this woman. 


319. 

33 And Abram arose, and he and all belonging to him went away from Egypt; and Pharaoh ordered 
some of his men to accompany him and all that went with him. 

34 And Abram returned to the land of Canaan, to the place where he had made the altar, where he 
at first had pitched his tent. 


320. 

35 And Lot the son of Haran, Abram's brother, had a heavy stock of cattle, flocks and herds and 
tents, for the Lord was bountiful to them on account of Abram. 

36 And when Abram was dwelling in the land the herdsmen of Lot quarrelled with the herdsmen of 
Abram, for their property was too great for them to remain together in the land, and the land could 
not bear them on account of their cattle. 


321. 

37 And when Abram's herdsmen went to feed their flock they would not go into the fields of the 
people of the land, but the cattle of Lot's herdsmen did otherwise, for they were suffered to feed in 
the fields of the people of the land. 

38 And the people of the land saw this occurrence daily, and they came to Abram and quarrelled 
with him on account of Lot's herdsmen. 


322. 

39 And Abram said to Lot, What is this thou art doing to me, to make me despicable to the 
inhabitants of the land, that thou orderest thy herdsman to feed thy cattle in the fields of other 
people? Dost thou not know that I am a stranger in this land amongst the children of Canaan, and 
why wilt thou do this unto me? 

40 And Abram quarrelled daily with Lot on account of this, but Lot would not listen to Abram, and 
he continued to do the same and the inhabitants of the land came and told Abram. 

323. 

41 And Abram said unto Lot, How long wilt thou be to me for a stumbling block with the 
inhabitants of the land? Now I beseech thee let there be no more quarrelling between us, for we are 
kinsmen. 

42 But I pray thee separate from me, go and choose a place where thou mayest dwell with thy 
cattle and all belonging to thee, but Keep thyself at a distance from me, thou and thy household. 

43 And be not afraid in going from me, for if any one do an injury to thee, let me know and I will 
avenge thy cause from him, only remove from me. 


44 



324. 

44 And when Abram had spoken all these words to Lot, then Lot arose and lifted up his eyes 
toward the plain of Jordan. 

45 And he saw that the whole of this place was well watered, and good for man as well as affording 
pasture for the cattle. 


325. 

46 And Lot went from Abram to that place, and he there pitched his tent and he dwelt in Sodom, 
and they were separated from each other. 

47 And Abram dwelt in the plain of Mature, which is in Hebron, and he pitched his tent there, and 
Abram remained in that place many years. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWELVE 
Divisions 326-360 


326. 


JASHER 16 - 17:15 


1 At that time Chedorlaomer king of Elam sent to all the neighboring kings, to Nimrod, king of 
Shinar who was then under his power, and to Tidal, king of Goyim, and to Arioch, king of Elasar, 
with whom he made a covenant, saying, 

Come up to me and assist me, that we may smite all the towns of Sodom and its inhabitants, for 
they have rebelled against me these thirteen years. 


2 And these four kings went up with all their camps, about eight hundred thousand men, and they 
went as they were, and smote every man they found in their road. 


327. 

3 And the five kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboyim, 
Bera king of Sodom, Bersha king of Gomorrah, and Bela king of Zoar, went out to meet them, and 
they all joined together in the valley of Siddim. 

4 And these nine kings made war in the valley of Siddim; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were smitten before the kings of Elam. 


328. 

5 And the valley of Siddim was full of lime pits and the kings of Elam pursued the kings of Sodom, 
and the kings of Sodom with their camps fled and fell into the lime pits, 
and all that remained went to the mountain for safety, 

and the five kings of Elam came after them and pursued them to the gates of Sodom, and they took 
all that there was in Sodom. 


329. 

6 And they plundered all the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, and they also took Lot, Abram's 
brother's son, and his property, and they seized all the goods of the cities of Sodom, and they went 
away; and Unic, Abram's servant, who was in the battle, saw this, and told Abram all that the kings 
had done to the cities of Sodom, and that Lot was taken captive by them. 

330. 

7 And Abram heard this, and he rose up with about three hundred and eighteen men that were with 
him, and he that night pursued these kings and smote them, and they all fell before Abram and his 
men, and there was none remaining but the four kings who fled, and they went each his own road. 

331. 

8 And Abram recovered all the property of Sodom, and he also recovered Lot and his property, his 
wives and little ones and all belonging to him, so that Lot lacked nothing. 

9 And when he returned from smiting these kings, he and his men passed the valley of Siddim 
where the kings had made war together. 
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332. 

10 And Bera king of Sodom, and the rest of his men that were with him, went out from the lime 
pits into which they had fallen, to meet Abram and his men. 

11 And Adonizedek king of Jerusalem, the same was Shem, went out with his men to meet Abram 
and his people, with bread and wine, and they remained together in the valley of Melech. 

[King Melchizedek] 

333. 

12 And Adonizedek blessed Abram, and Abram gave him a tenth from all that he had brought from 
the spoil of his enemies, for Adonizedek was a priest before God. 

13 And all the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah who were there, with their servants, approached 
Abram and begged of him to return them their servants whom he had made captive, and to take 
unto himself all the property. 


334. 

14 And Abram answered the kings of Sodom, saying, As the Lord liveth who created heaven and 
earth, and who redeemed my soul from all affliction, and who delivered me this day from my 
enemies, and gave them into my hand, I will not take anything belonging to you, that you may not 
boast tomorrow, saying, Abram became rich from our property that he saved. 

15 For the Lord my God in whom I trust said unto me, Thou shalt lack nothing, for I will bless thee 
in all the works of thy hands. 


335. 

16 And now therefore behold, here is all belonging to you, take it and go; as the Lord liveth I will 
not take from you from a living soul down to a shoetie or thread, excepting the expense of the food 
of those who went out with me to battle, as also the portions of the men who went with me, Anar, 
Ashcol, and Mamre, they and their men, as well as those also who had remained to watch the 
baggage, they shall take their portion of the spoil. 

336. 

17 And the kings of Sodom gave Abram according to all that he had said, and they pressed him to 
take of whatever he chose, but he would not. 

18 And he sent away the kings of Sodom and the remainder of their men, and he gave them orders 
about Lot, and they went to their respective places. 

337. 

19 And Lot, his brother's son, he also sent away with his property, 
and he went with them, and Lot returned to his home, to Sodom, 

338. 

and Abram and his people returned to their home to the plains of Mamre, which is in Hebron. 

20 At that time the Lord again appeared to Abram in Hebron, and he said to him, 

Do not fear, thy reward is very great before me, 

for I will not leave thee, until I shall have multiplied thee, and blessed thee and made thy seed like 
the stars in heaven, which cannot be measured nor numbered. 

339. 

21 And I will give unto thy seed all these lands that thou seest with thine eyes, 
to them will I give them for an inheritance forever, 

only be strong and do not fear, walk before me and be perfect. 

340. 

22 And in the seventy-eighth year of the life of Abram, in that year died Reu, the son of Peleg, and 
all the days of Reu were two hundred and thirty-nine years, and he died. 

341. 

23 And Sarai, the daughter of Haran, Abram's wife, was still barren in those days; she did not bear 
to Abram either son or daughter. 

24 And when she saw that she bare no children she took her handmaid Hagar, whom Pharaoh had 


46 



given her, and she gave her to Abram her husband for a wife. 

342. 

25 For Hagar learned all the ways of Sarai as Sarai taught her, she was not in any way deficient in 
following her good ways. 

26 And Sarai said to Abram, Behold here is my handmaid Hagar, go to her that she may bring forth 
upon my knees, that I may also obtain children through her. 

343. 

27 And at the end of ten years of Abram's dwelling in the land of Canaan, which is the eighty-fifth 
year of Abram's life, Sarai gave Hagar unto him. 

28 And Abram hearkened to the voice of his wife Sarai, and he took his handmaid Hagar and 
Abram came to her and she conceived. 


344. 

29 And when Hagar saw that she had conceived she rejoiced greatly, and her mistress was despised 
in her eyes, and she said within herself, 

This can only be that I am better before God than Sarai my mistress, for all the days that my 
mistress has been with my lord, she did not conceive, but me the Lord has caused in so short a time 
to conceive by him. 


345. 

30 And when Sarai saw that Hagar had conceived by Abram, 

Sarai was jealous of her handmaid, and Sarai said within herself, 

This is surely nothing else but that she must be better than I am. 

346. 

31 And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee, 

for at the time when thou didst pray before the Lord for children 

why didst thou not pray on my account, that the Lord should give me seed from thee? 

347. 

32 And when I speak to Hagar in thy presence, she despiseth my words, 
because she has conceived, and thou wilt say nothing to her; 

may the Lord judge between me and thee for what thou hast done to me. 

348. 

33 And Abram said to Sarai, 

Behold thy handmaid is in thy hand, do unto her as it may seem good in thy eyes; 
and Sarai afflicted her, and Hagar fled from her to the wilderness. 

349. 

34 And an angel of the Lord found her in the place where she had fled, by a well, 
and he said to her, Do not fear, 

for I will multiply thy seed, for thou shalt bear a son and thou shalt call his name Ishmael; 
now then return to Sarai thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands. 

350. 

35 And Hagar called the place of that well Beer-lahai-roi, it is between Kadesh and the wilderness 
of Bered. 

36 And Hagar at that time returned to her master's house, 

and at the end of days Hagar bare a son to Abram, and Abram called his name Ishmael; 
and Abram was eighty-six years old when he begat him. 
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JASHER 17 


351. 

1 And in those days, in the ninety-first year of the life of Abram, the children of Chittim made war 
with the children of Tubal, for when the Lord had scattered the sons of men upon the face of the 
earth, the children of Chittim went and embodied themselves in the plain of Canopia, and they built 
themselves cities there and dwelt by the river Tibreu. 

352. 

2 And the children of Tubal dwelt in Tuscanah, and their boundaries reached the river Tibreu, and 
the children of Tubal built a city in Tuscanan, and they called the name Sabinah, after the name of 
Sabinah son of Tubal their father, and they dwelt there unto this day. 

353. 

3 And it was at that time the children of Chittim made war with the children of Tubal, and the 
children of Tubal were smitten before the children of Chittim, and the children of Chittim caused 
three hundred and seventy men to fall from the children of Tubal. 

4 And at that time the children of Tubal swore to the children of Chittim, saying, You shall not 
intermarry amongst us, and no man shall give his daughter to any of the sons of Chittim. 

354. 

5 For all the daughters of Tubal were in those days fair, for no women were then found in the whole 
earth so fair as the daughters of Tubal. 

6 And all who delighted in the beauty of women went to the daughters of Tubal and took wives 
from them, and the sons of men, kings and princes, who greatly delighted in the beauty of women, 
took wives in those days from the daughters of Tubal. 

355. 

7 And at the end of three years after the children of Tubal had sworn to the children of Chittim not 
to give them their daughters for wives, about twenty men of the children of Chittim went to take 
some of the daughters of Tubal, but they found none. 

8 For the children of Tubal kept their oaths not to intermarry with them, and they would not break 
their oaths. 

356. 

9 And in the days of harvest, the children of Tubal went into their fields to get in their harvest, then 
the young men of Chittim assembled and went to the city of Sabinah, and each man took a young 
woman from the daughters of Tubal, and they came to their cities. 

357. 

10 And the children of Tubal heard of it and they went to make war with them, and they could not 
prevail over them, for the mountain was exceedingly high from them, and when they saw they 
could not prevail over them they returned to their land. 

358. 

11 And at the revolution of the year the children of Tubal went and hired about ten thousand men 
from those cities that were near them, and they went to war with the children of Chittim. 

12 And the children of Tubal went to war with the children of Chittim, to destroy their land and to 
distress them, and in this engagement the children of Tubal prevailed over the children of Chittim, 

359. 

And the children of Chittim, seeing that they were greatly distressed, lifted up the children which 
they had had by the daughters of Tubal, upon the wall which had been built, to be before the eyes 
of the children of Tubal. 

13 And the children of Chittim said to them, Have you come to make war with your own sons and 
daughters, and have we not been considered your flesh and bones from that time till now? 

360. 

14 And when the children of Tubal heard this they ceased to make war with the children of Chittim, 
and they went away. 

17:15 And they returned to their cities, and the children of Chittim at that time assembled and built 
two cities by the sea, and they called one Purtu and the other Ariza. 
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361. 

17:16 And Abram the son of Terah was then ninety-nine years old. 
17 At that time the Lord appeared to him and he said to him, 


JASHER 17:16 - 18 


I will make my covenant between me and thee, and I will greatly multiply thy seed, 


362. 

and this is the covenant which I make between me and thee, 
that every male child be circumcised, thou and thy seed after thee. 


18 At eight days old shall it be circumcised, 

and this covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 


363. 

19 And now therefore thy name shall no more be called Abram but Abraham, and thy wife shall no 
more be called Sarai but Sarah. 

20 For I will bless you both, and I will multiply your seed after you that you shall become a great 
nation, and kings shall come forth from you. 

JASHER 18 


364. 


1 And Abraham rose and did all that God had ordered him, and he took the men of his household 
and those bought with his money, and he circumcised them as the Lord had commanded him. 

2 And there was not one left whom he did not circumcise, 


365. 

and Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised in the flesh of their foreskin; 
thirteen years old was Ishmael when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 

3 And in the third day Abraham went out of his tent and sat at the door to enjoy the heat of the sun, 
during the pain of his flesh. 


366. 

4 And the Lord appeared to him in the plain of Mamre, and sent three of his ministering angels to 
visit him, and he was sitting at the door of the tent, and he lifted his eyes and saw, and lo three men 
were coming from a distance, and he rose up and ran to meet them, and he bowed down to them 
and brought them into his house. 


367. 

5 And he said to them, If now I have found favor in your sight, turn in and eat a morsel of bread; 
and he pressed them, and they turned in and he gave them water and they washed their feet, and he 
placed them under a tree at the door of the tent. 

6 And Abraham ran and took a calf, tender and good, and he hastened to kill it, and gave it to his 
servant Eliezer to dress. 


368. 

7 And Abraham came to Sarah into the tent, and he said to her, Make ready quickly three measures 
of fine meal, knead it and make cakes to cover the pot containing the meat, and she did so. 

8 And Abraham hastened and brought before them butter and milk, beef and mutton, and gave it 
before them to eat before the flesh of the calf was sufficiently done, and they did eat. 

369. 

9 And when they had done eating one of them said to him, I will return to thee according to the 
time of life, and Sarah thy wife shall have a son. 

10 And the men afterward departed and went their ways, to the places to which they were sent. 
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370. 

11 In those days all the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, and of the whole five cities, were 
exceedingly wicked and sinful against the Lord and they provoked the Lord with their 
abominations, and they strengthened in aging abominably and scornfully before the Lord, and their 
wickedness and crimes were in those days great before the Lord. 

371. 

12 And they had in their land a very extensive valley, about half a day's walk, and in it there were 
fountains of water and a great deal of herbage surrounding the water. 

13 And all the people of Sodom and Gomorrah went there four times in the year, with their wives 
and children and all belonging to them, and they rejoiced there with timbrels and dances. 

372. 

14 And in the time of rejoicing they would all rise and lay hold of their neighbor's wives, and some, 
the virgin daughters of their neighbors, and they enjoyed them, and each man saw his wife and 
daughter in the hands of his neighbor and did not say a word. 

15 And they did so from morning to night, and they afterward returned home each man to his house 
and each woman to her tent; so they always did four times in the year. 

373. 

16 Also when a stranger came into their cities and brought goods which he had purchased with a 
view to dispose of there, the people of these cities would assemble, men, women and children, 
young and old, and go to the man and take his goods by force, giving a little to each man until there 
was an end to all the goods of the owner which he had brought into the land. 

374. 

17 And if the owner of the goods quarreled with them, saying, What is this work which you have 
done to me, 

then they would approach to him one by one, and each would show him the little which he took 
and taunt him, saying, I only took that little which thou didst give me; 

and when he heard this from them all, he would arise and go from them in sorrow and bitterness of 
soul, when they would all arise and go after him, and drive him out of the city with great noise and 
tumult. 


375. 

18 And there was a man from the country of Elam who was leisurely going on the road, seated 
upon his ass, which carried a fine mantle of divers colors, and the mantle was bound with a cord 
upon the ass. 

19 And the man was on his journey passing through the street of Sodom when the sun set in the 
evening, and he remained there in order to abide during the night, but no one would let him into his 
house; 


376. 

and at that time there was in Sodom a wicked and mischievous man, one skillful to do evil, and his 
name was Hedad. 

20 And he lifted up his eyes and saw the traveler in the street of the city, and he came to him and 
said, Whence comest thou and whither dost thou go? 

377. 

21 And the man said to him, I am traveling from Hebron to Elam where I belong, and as I passed 
the sun set and no one would suffer me to enter his house, though I had bread and water and also 
straw and provender for my ass, and am short of nothing. 

378. 

22 And Hedad answered and said to him, All that thou shalt want shall be supplied by me, but in 
the street thou shalt not abide all night. 

23 And Hedad brought him to his house, and he took off the mantle from the ass with the cord, and 
brought them to his house, and he gave the ass straw and provender whilst the traveler ate and 
drank in Hedad's house, and he abode there that night. 
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379. 

24 And in the morning the traveler rose up early to continue his journey, when Hedad said to him, 
Wait, comfort thy heart with a morsel of bread and then go, 

and the man did so; and he remained with him, and they both ate and drank together during the day, 
when the man rose up to go. 


380. 

25 And Hedad said to him, Behold now the day is declining, thou hadst better remain all night that 
thy heart may be comforted; and he pressed him so that he tarried there all night, 

and on the second day he rose up early to go away, when Hedad pressed him, saying. 

Comfort thy heart with a morsel of bread and then go, and he remained and ate with him also the 
second day, and then the man rose up to continue his journey. 

381. 

26 And Hedad said to him. Behold now the day is declining, remain with me to comfort thy heart 
and in the morning rise up early and go thy way. 

27 And the man would not remain, but rose and saddled his ass, 

and whilst he was saddling his ass the wife of Hedad said to her husband, Behold this man has 
remained with us for two days eating and drinking and he has given us nothing, and now shall he 
go away from us without giving anything? 


382. 

and Hedad said to her, Be silent. 

28 And the man saddled his ass to go, and he asked Hedad to give him the cord and mantle to tie it 
upon the ass. 


383. 

29 And Hedad said to him, What sayest thou? 

And he said to him. That thou my lord shalt give me the cord and the mantle made with divers 
colors which thou didst conceal with thee in thy house to take care of it. 

384. 

30 And Hedad answered the man, saying, This is the interpretation of thy dream, 

the cord which thou didst see, means that thy life will be lengthened out like a cord, and having 
seen the mantle colored with all sorts of colors, means that thou shalt have a vineyard in which 
thou wilt plant trees of all fruits. 


385. 

31 And the traveler answered, saying, Not so my lord, 

for I was awake when I gave thee the cord and also a mantle woven with different colors, which 
thou didst take off the ass to put them by for me; 

386. 

and Hedad answered and said, Surely I have told thee the interpretation of thy dream and it is a 
good dream, and this is the interpretation thereof. 

32 Now the sons of men give me four pieces of silver, which is my charge for interpreting dreams, 
and of thee only I require three pieces of silver. 


387. 

33 And the man was provoked at the words of Hedad, and he cried bitterly, and he brought Hedad 
to Serak judge of Sodom. 

34 And the man laid his cause before Serak the judge, when Hedad replied, saying, It is not so, but 
thus the matter stands; 
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388 . 

and die judge said to the traveler. This man Hedad telleth thee truth, for he is famed in the cities for 
the accurate interpretation of dreams. 


389. 

35 And the man cried at the word of the judge, and he said, Not so my Lord, for it was in the day 
that I gave him the cord and mantle which was upon the ass, in order to put them by in his house; 
and they both disputed before the judge, the one saying, Thus the matter was, and the other 
declaring otherwise. 


390. 

36 And Hedad said to the man, Give me four pieces of silver that I charge for my interpretations of 
dreams; I will not make any allowance; and give me the expense of the four meals that thou didst 
eat in my house. 


391. 

37 And the man said to Hedad, Truly I will pay thee for what I ate in thy house, only give me the 
cord and mantle which thou didst conceal in thy house. 

392. 

38 And Hedad replied before the judge and said to the man, Did I not tell thee the interpretation of 
thy dream? 

the cord means that thy days shall be prolonged like a cord, and the mantle, that thou wilt have a 
vineyard in which thou wilt plant all kinds of fruit trees. 

393. 

39 This is the proper interpretation of thy dream, now give me the four pieces of silver that I 
require as a compensation, for I will make thee no allowance. 

394. 

40 And the man cried at the words of Hedad and they both quarreled before the judge, and the 
judge gave orders to his servants, who drove them rashly from the house. 

41 And they went away quarreling from the judge, when the people of Sodom heard them, and they 
gathered about them and they exclaimed against the stranger, and they drove him rashly from the 
city. 


395. 

42 And the man continued his journey upon his ass with bitterness of soul, lamenting and weeping. 

43 And whilst he was going along he wept at what had happened to him in the corrupt city of 
Sodom. 
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396. 


JASHER 19 


1 And die cities of Sodom had four judges to four cities, and these were their names, Serak in the 
city of Sodom, Sharkad in Gomorrah, Zabnac in Admah, and Menon in Zeboyim. 


2 And Eliezer Abraham's servant applied to them different names, and he converted Serak to 
Shakra, Sharkad to Shakrura, Zebnac to Kezobim, and Menon to Matzlodin. 


397. 

3 And by desire of their four judges the people of Sodom and Gomorrah had beds erected in the 
streets of the cities, and if a man came to these places they laid hold of him and brought him to one 
of their beds, and by force made him to lie in them. 

398. 

4 And as he lay down, three men would stand at his head and three at his feet, and measure him by 
the length of the bed, and if the man was less than the bed these six men would stretch him at each 
end, and when he cried out to them they would not answer him. 

5 And if he was longer than the bed they would draw together the two sides of the bed at each end, 
until the man had reached the gates of death. 


399. 

6 And if he continued to cry out to them, they would answer him, saying, Thus shall it be done to a 
man that cometh into our land. 

7 And when men heard all these things that the people of the cities of Sodom did, they refrained 
from coming there. 


400. 

8 And when a poor man came to their land they would give him silver and gold, and cause a 
proclamation in the whole city not to give him a morsel of bread to eat, and if the stranger should 
remain there some days, and die from hunger, not having been able to obtain a morsel of bread, 
then at his death all the people of the city would come and take their silver and gold which they had 
given to him. 


401. 

9 And those that could recognize the silver or gold which they had given him took it back, and at 
his death they also stripped him of his garments, and they would fight about them, and he that 
prevailed over his neighbor took them. 

10 They would after that carry him and bury him under some of the shrubs in the deserts; so they 
did all the days to any one that came to them and died in their land. 

402. 

11 And in the course of time Sarah sent Eliezer to Sodom, to see Lot and inquire after his welfare. 

12 And Eliezer went to Sodom, and he met a man of Sodom fighting with a stranger, and the man 
of Sodom stripped the poor man of all his clothes and went away. 

403. 

13 And this poor man cried to Eliezer and supplicated his favor on account of what the man of 
Sodom had done to him. 

14 And he said to him, Why dost thou act thus to the poor man who came to thy land? 
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404. 

15 And the man of Sodom answered Eliezer, saying. Is this man thy brother, or have the people of 
Sodom made thee a judge this day, that thou speakest about this man? 

16 And Eliezer strove with the man of Sodom on account of the poor man, and when Eliezer 
approached to recover the poor man's clothes from the man of Sodom, he hastened and with a stone 
smote Eliezer in the forehead. 


406. 

17 And the blood flowed copiously from Eliezer's forehead, and when the man saw the blood he 
caught hold of Eliezer, saying, Give me my hire for having rid thee of this bad blood that was in 
thy forehead, for such is the custom and the law in our land. 

18 And Eliezer said to him, Thou hast wounded me and requirest me to pay thee thy hire? and 
Eliezer would not hearken to the words of the man of Sodom. 

407. 

19 And the man laid hold of Eliezer and brought him to Shakra the judge of Sodom for judgment. 

20 And the man spoke to the judge, saying, I beseech thee my lord, thus has this man done, for I 
smote him with a stone that the blood flowed from his forehead, and he is unwilling to give me my 
hire. 

21 And the judge said to Eliezer, This man speaketh truth to thee, give him his hire, for this is the 
custom in our land; 


408. 

and Eliezer heard the words of the judge, and he lifted up a stone and smote the judge, and the 
stone struck on his forehead, and the blood flowed copiously from the forehead of the judge, 

and Eliezer said, If this then is the custom in your land give thou unto this man what I should have 
given him, for this has been thy decision, thou didst decree it. 

22 And Eliezer left the man of Sodom with the judge, and he went away. 

409. 

23 And when the kings of Elam had made war with the kings of Sodom, the kings of Elam captured 
all the property of Sodom, and they took Lot captive, with his property, 

and when it was told to Abraham he went and made war with the kings of Elam, 

and he recovered from their hands all the property of Lot as well as the property of Sodom. 

410. 

24 At that time the wife of Lot bare him a daughter, and he called her name Paltith, saying, Because 
God had delivered him and his whole household from the kings of Elam; and Paltith daughter of 
Lot grew up, and one of the men of Sodom took her for a wife. 

411. 

25 And a poor man came into the city to seek a maintenance, and he remained in the city some 
days, and all the people of Sodom caused a proclamation of their custom not to give this man a 
morsel of bread to eat, until he dropped dead upon the earth, and they did so. 

26 And Paltith the daughter of Lot saw this man lying in the streets starved with hunger, and no one 
would give him any thing to keep him alive, and he was just upon the point of death. 

412. 

27 And her soul was filled with pity on account of the man, and she fed him secretly with bread for 
many days, and the soul of this man was revived. 

28 For when she went forth to fetch water she would put the bread in the water pitcher, and when 
she came to the place where the poor man was, she took the bread from the pitcher and gave it him 
to eat; so she did many days. 
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413 . 

29 And all the people of Sodom and Gomorrah wondered how this man could bear starvation for so 
many days. 

30 And they said to each other, This can only be that he eats and drinks, for no man can bear 
starvation for so many days or live as this man has, without even his countenance changing; 

and three men concealed themselves in a place where the poor man was stationed, to know who it 
was that brought him bread to eat. 


414. 

31 And Paltith daughter of Lot went forth that day to fetch water, and she put bread into her pitcher 
of water, and she went to draw water by the poor man's place, and she took out the bread from the 
pitcher and gave it to the poor man and he ate it. 

415. 

32 And the three men saw what Paltith did to the poor man, and they said to her, It is thou then who 
hast supported him, and therefore has he not starved, nor changed in appearance nor died like the 
rest. 

33 And the three men went out of the place in which they were concealed, and they seized Paltith 
and the bread which was in the poor man's hand. 

416. 

34 And they took Paltith and brought her before their judges, and they said to them, Thus did she 
do, and it is she who supplied the poor man with bread, therefore did he not die all this time; 

now therefore declare to us the punishment due to this woman for having transgressed our law. 

35 And the people of Sodom and Gomorrah assembled and kindled a fire in the street of the city, 
and they took the woman and cast her into the fire and she was burned to ashes. 

417. 

36 And in the city of Admah there was a woman to whom they did the like. 

37 For a traveler came into the city of Admah to abide there all night, with the intention of going 
home in the morning, and he sat opposite the door of the house of the young woman's father, to 
remain there, as the sun had set when be had reached that place; 

and the young woman saw him sitting by the door of the house. 

418. 

38 And he asked her for a drink of water and she said to him, Who art thou? 

and he said to her, I was this day going on the road, and reached here when the sun set, so I will 
abide here all night, and in the morning I will arise early and continue my journey. 

39 And the young woman went into the house and fetched the man bread and water to eat and 
drink. 


419. 

40 And this affair became known to the people of Admah, and they assembled and brought the 
young woman before the judges, that they should judge her for this act. 

41 And the judge said, The judgment of death must pass upon this woman because she transgressed 
our law, and this therefore is the decision concerning her. 

420. 

42 And the people of those cities assembled and brought out the young woman, and anointed her 
with honey from head to foot, as the judge had decreed, and they placed her before a swarm of bees 
which were then in their hives, and the bees flew upon her and stung her that her whole body was 
swelled. 

43 And the young woman cried out on account of the bees, but no one took notice of her or pitied 
her, and her cries ascended to heaven. 


421. 

44 And the Lord was provoked at this and at all the works of the cities of Sodom, for they had 
abundance of food, and had tranquility amongst them, and still would not sustain the poor and the 
needy, and in those days their evil doings and sins became great before the Lord. 
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45 And the Lord sent for two of the angels that had come to Abraham's house, to destroy Sodom 
and its cities. 


422. 

46 And the angels rose up from the door of Abraham's tent, after they had eaten and drunk, and 
they reached Sodom in the evening, and Lot was then sitting in the gate of Sodom, and when he 
saw them he rose to meet them, and he bowed down to the ground. 

47 And he pressed them greatly and brought them into his house, and he gave them victuals which 
they ate, and they abode all night in his house. 


423. 

48 And the angels said to Lot, Arise, go forth from this place, thou and all belonging to thee, lest 
thou be consumed in the iniquity of this city, for the Lord will destroy this place. 

49 And the angels laid hold upon the hand of Lot and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the 
hands of his children, and all belonging to him, and they brought him forth and set him without the 
cities. 


424. 

50 And they said to Lot, Escape for thy life, and he fled and all belonging to him. 

51 Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah and upon all these cities brimstone and 
fire from the Lord out of heaven. 

52 And he overthrew these cities, all the plain and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which 
grew upon the ground; 


425. 

and Ado the wife of Lot looked back to see the destruction of the cities, for her compassion was 
moved on account of her daughters who remained in Sodom, for they did not go with her. 

53 And when she looked back she became a pillar of salt, and it is yet in that place unto this day. 

426. 

54 And the oxen which stood in that place daily licked up the salt to the extremities of their feet, 
and in the morning it would spring forth afresh, and they again licked it up unto this day. 

55 And Lot and two of his daughters that remained with him fled and escaped to the cave of 
Adullam, and they remained there for some time. 

427. 

56 And Abraham rose up early in the morning to see what had been done to the cities of Sodom; 
and he looked and beheld the smoke of the cities going up like the smoke of a furnace. 

428. 

57 And Lot and his two daughters remained in the cave, and they made their father drink wine, and 
they lay with him, for they said there was no man upon earth that could raise up seed from them, 
for they thought that the whole earth was destroyed. 

429. 

58 And they both lay with their father, and they conceived and bare sons, and the first born called 
the name of her son Moab, saying, From my father did I conceive him; he is the father of the 
Moabites unto this day. 

59 And the younger also called her son Benami; he is the father of the children of Ammon unto this 
day. 


430. 

60 And after this, Lot and his two daughters went away from there, and he dwelt on the other side 
of the Jordan with his two daughters and their sons, and the sons of Lot grew up, and they went and 
took themselves wives from the land of Canaan, and they begat children and they were fruitful and 
multiplied. 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
Divisions 431-450 


431. 


JASHER 20 


1 And at that time Abraham journeyed from the plain of Marnre, and he went to the land of the 
Philistines, and he dwelt in Gerar; it was in the twenty-fifth year of Abraham's being in the land of 
Canaan, and the hundredth year of the life of Abraham, that he came to Gerar in the land of the 
Philistines. 

2 And when they entered the land he said to Sarah his wife, Say thou art my sister, to any one that 
shall ask thee, in order that we may escape the evil of the inhabitants of the land. 


432. 

3 And as Abraham was dwelling in the land of the Philistines, the servants of Abimelech, king of 
the Philistines, saw that Sarah was exceedingly beautiful, and they asked Abraham concerning her, 
and he said, She is my sister. 


433. 

4 And the servants of Abimelech went to Abimelech, saying, A man from the land of Canaan is 
come to dwell in the land, and he has a sister that is exceeding fair. 

5 And Abimelech heard the words of his servants who praised Sarah to him, and Abimelech sent 
his officers, and they brought Sarah to the king. 


434. 

6 And [when] Sarah came to the house of Abimelech, and the king saw that Sarah was beautiful, 
[and] she pleased him exceedingly. 

7 And he approached her and said to her, What is that man to thee with whom thou didst come to 
our land? 


435. 

and Sarah answered and said He is my brother, and we came from the land of Canaan to dwell 
wherever we could find a place. 


436. 

8 And Abimelech said to Sarah, Behold my land is before thee, place thy brother in any part of this 
land that pleases thee, and it will be our duty to exalt and elevate him above all the people of the 
land since he is thy brother. 


437. 

9 And Abimelech sent for Abraham, and Abraham came to Abimelech. 

10 And Abimelech said to Abraham, Behold I have given orders that thou shalt be honored as thou 
desirest on account of thy sister Sarah. 


438. 

11 And Abraham went forth from the king, and the king's present followed him. 

12 As at evening time, before men lie down to rest, the king was sitting upon his throne, and a deep 
sleep fell upon him, and he lay upon the throne and slept till morning. 

439. 

13 And he dreamed that an angel of the Lord came to him with a drawn sword in his hand, and the 
angel stood over Abimelech, and wished to slay him with the sword, and the king was terrified in 
his dream, and said to the angel. In what have I sinned against thee that thou comest to slay me 
with thy sword? 
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440. 

14 And the angel answered and said to Abimelech, 

Behold thou diest on account of the woman which thou didst yesternight bring to thy house, for she 
is a married woman, the wife of Abraham who came to thy house; 

now therefore return that man his wife, for she is his wife; and shouldst thou not return her, know 
that thou wilt surely die, thou and all belonging to thee. 

441. 

15 And on that night there was a great outcry in the land of the Philistines, and the inhabitants of 
the land saw the figure of a man standing with a drawn sword in his hand, and he smote the 
inhabitants of the land with the sword, yea he continued to smite them. 

442. 

16 And the angel of the Lord smote the whole land of the Philistines on that night, and there was a 
great confusion on that night and on the following morning. 

17 And every womb was closed, and all their issues, and the hand of the Lord was upon them on 
account of Sarah, wife of Abraham, whom Abimelech had taken. 

443. 

18 And in the morning Abimelech rose with terror and confusion and with a great dread, and he 
sent and had his servants called in, and he related his dream to them, and the people were greatly 
afraid. 

19 And one man standing amongst the servants of the king answered the king, saying, 

O sovereign king, restore this woman to her husband, for he is her husband, for the like happened 
to the king of Egypt when this man came to Egypt. 

444. 

20 And he said concerning his wife, She is my sister, for such is his manner of doing when he 
cometh to dwell in the land in which he is a stranger. 

21 And Pharaoh sent and took this woman for a wife and the Lord brought upon him grievous 
plagues until he returned the woman to her husband. 

445. 

22 Now therefore, O sovereign king, know what happened yesternight to the whole land, for there 
was a very great consternation and great pain and lamentation, and we know that it was on account 
of the woman which thou didst take. 


446. 

23 Now, therefore, restore this woman to her husband, lest it should befall us as it did to Pharaoh 
king of Egypt and his subjects, and that we may not die; 

and Abimelech hastened and called and had Sarah called for, and she came before him, 
and he had Abraham called for, and he came before him. 

447. 

24 And Abimelech said to them, What is this work you have been doing in saying you are brother 
and sister, and I took this woman for a wife? 

25 And Abraham said, Because I thought I should suffer death on account of my wife; 

448. 

and Abimelech took flocks and herds, and men servants and maid servants, and a thousand pieces 
of silver, and he gave them to Abraham, and he returned Sarah to him. 

26 And Abimelech said to Abraham, Behold the whole land is before thee, dwell in it wherever 
thou shalt choose. 


449. 

27 And Abraham and Sarah, his wife, went forth from the king's presence with honor and respect, 
and they dwelt in the land, even in Gerar. 

28 And all the inhabitants of the land of the Philistines and the king's servants were still in pain, 
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through the plague which the angel had inflicted upon them the whole night on account of Sarah. 

450. 

29 And Abimelech sent for Abraham, saying. Pray now for thy servants to the Lord thy God, that 
he may put away this mortality from amongst us. 

30 And Abraham prayed on account of Abimelech and his subjects, and the Lord heard the prayer 
of Abraham, and he healed Abimelech and all his subjects. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER SIXTEEN 
Divisions 451-480 


JASHER 21 


451. 

1 And it was at that time at the end of a year and four months of Abraham's dwelling in the land of 
the Philistines in Gerar, that God visited Sarah, and the Lord remembered her, and she conceived 
and bare a son to Abraham. 

2 And Abraham called the name of the son which was born to him, which Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 


452. 

3 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac at eight days old, as God had commanded Abraham to 
do unto his seed after him; 

and Abraham was one hundred, and Sarah ninety years old, when Isaac was born to them. 

453. 

4 And the child grew up and he was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast upon the day that 
Isaac was weaned. 

5 And Shem and Eber and all the great people of the land, and Abimelech king of the Philistines, 
and his servants, and Phicol, the captain of his host, came to eat and drink and rejoice at the feast 
which Abraham made upon the day of his son Isaac's being weaned. 

454. 

6 Also Terah, the father of Abraham, and Nahor his brother, came from Haran, they and all 
belonging to them, for they greatly rejoiced on hearing that a son had been born to Sarah. 

7 And they came to Abraham, and they ate and drank at the feast which Abraham made upon the 
day of Isaac's being weaned. 

8 And Terah and Nahor rejoiced with Abraham, and they remained with him many days in the land 
of the Philistines. 


455. 

9 At that time Serug the son of Reu died, in the first year of the birth of Isaac son of Abraham. 

10 And all the days of Serug were two hundred and thirty-nine years, and he died. 

456. 

11 And Ishmael the son of Abraham was grown up in those days; he was fourteen years old when 
Sarah bare Isaac to Abraham. 

12 And God was with Ishmael the son of Abraham, and he grew up, and he learned to use the bow 
and became an archer. 


457. 

13 And when Isaac was five years old he was sitting with Ishmael at the door of the tent. 

14 And Ishmael came to Isaac and seated himself opposite to him, and he took the bow and drew it 
and put the arrow in it, and intended to slay Isaac. 

458. 

15 And Sarah saw the act which Ishmael desired to do to her son Isaac, and it grieved her 
exceedingly on account of her son, and she sent for Abraham, and said to him, 

Cast out this bondwoman and her son, for her son shall not be heir with my son, for thus did he 
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seek to do unto him this day. 


459. 

16 And Abraham hearkened to the voice of Sarah, and he rose up early in the morning, and he took 
twelve loaves and a bottle of water which he gave to Hagar, and sent her away with her son, 
and Hagar went with her son to the wilderness, and they dwelt in the wilderness of Paran with the 
inhabitants of the wilderness, 


460. 

and Ishmael was an archer, and he dwelt in the wilderness a long time. 

17 And he and his mother afterward went to the land of Egypt, and they dwelt there, and Hagar 
took a wife for her son from Egypt, and her name was Meribah. 

18 And the wife of Ishmael conceived and bare four sons and two daughters, 

461. 

and Ishmael and his mother and his wife and children afterward went and returned to the 
wilderness. 

19 And they made themselves tents in the wilderness, in which they dwelt, and they continued to 
travel and then to rest monthly and yearly. 


462. 

20 And God gave Ishmael flocks and herds and tents on account of Abraham his father, and the 
man increased in cattle. 

21 And Ishmael dwelt in deserts and in tents, traveling and resting for a long time, and he did not 
see the face of his father. 


463. 

22 And in some time after, Abraham said to Sarah his wife. I will go and see my son Ishmael, for I 
have a desire to see him, for I have not seen him for a long time. 

23 And Abraham rode upon one of his camels to the wilderness to seek his son Ishmael, for he 
heard that he was dwelling in a tent in the wilderness with all belonging to him. 

464. 

24 And Abraham went to the wilderness, and he reached the tent of Ishmael about noon, and he 
asked after Ishmael, and he found the wife of Ishmael sitting in the tent with her children, and 
Ishmael her husband and his mother were not with them. 

25 And Abraham asked the wife of Ishmael, saying, Where has Ishmael gone? 
and she said. He has gone to the field to hunt, 


465. 

and Abraham was still mounted upon the camel, for he would not get off to the ground as he had 
sworn to his wife Sarah that he would not get off from the camel. 

26 And Abraham said to Ishmael's wife, My daughter, give me a little water that I may drink, for I 
am fatigued from the journey. 


466. 

27 And Ishmael's wife answered and said to Abraham, We have neither water nor bread, and she 
continued sitting in the tent and did not notice Abraham, neither did she ask him who he was. 

28 But she was beating her children in the tent, and she was cursing them, and she also cursed her 
husband Ishmael and reproached him, 


467. 

and Abraham heard the words of Ishmael’s wife to her children, and he was very angry and 
displeased. 

29 And Abraham called to the woman to come out to him from the tent, and the woman came and 
stood opposite to Abraham, for Abraham was still mounted upon the camel. 
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468. 

30 And Abraham said to Ishmael's wife. When thy husband Ishmael retumeth home say these 
words to him, 

31 A very old man from the land of the Philistines came hither to seek thee, and thus was his 
appearance and figure; 

469. 

I did not ask him who he was, and seeing thou wast not here he spoke unto me and said, 

When Ishmael thy husband retumeth tell him thus did this man say, 

When thou comest home put away this nail of the tent which thou hast placed here, and place 
another nail in its stead. 


470. 

32 And Abraham finished his instructions to the woman, and he turned and went off on the camel 
homeward. 

33 And after that Ishmael came from the chase he and his mother, and returned to the tent, and his 
wife spoke these words to him, 


471. 

34 A very old man from the land of the Philistines came to seek thee, and thus was his appearance 
and figure; 

I did not ask him who he was, and seeing thou wast not at home he said to me, 

When thy husband cometh home tell him, thus saith the old man. 

Put away the nail of the tent which thou hast placed here and place another nail in its stead. 

472. 

35 And Ishmael heard the words of his wife, and he knew that it was his father, and that his wife 
did not honor him. 

36 And Ishmael understood his father's words that he had spoken to his wife, and Ishmael 
hearkened to the voice of his father, and Ishmael cast off that woman and she went away. 

473. 

37 And Ishmael afterward went to the land of Canaan, and he took another wife and he brought her 
to his tent to the place where he then dwelt. 


474. 

38 And at the end of three years Abraham said, I will go again and see Ishmael my son, for I have 
not seen him for a long time. 

39 And he rode upon his camel and went to the wilderness, and he reached the tent of Ishmael 
about noon. 


475. 

40 And he asked after Ishmael, and his wife came out of the tent and she said, He is not here my 
lord, for he has gone to hunt in the fields, and to feed the camels, 

and the woman said to Abraham, Turn in my lord into the tent, and eat a morsel of bread, for thy 
soul must be wearied on account of the journey. 


476. 

41 And Abraham said to her, I will not stop for I am in haste to continue my journey, but give me a 
little water to drink, for I have thirst; 

and the woman hastened and ran into the tent and she brought out water and bread to Abraham, 
which she placed before him and she urged him to eat, and he ate and drank and his heart was 
comforted and he blessed his son Ishmael. 


477. 

42 And he finished his meal and he blessed the Lord, and he said to Ishmael's wife, When Ishmael 
cometh home say these words to him, 

43 A very old man from the land of the Philistines came hither and asked after thee, and thou wast 
not here; and I brought him out bread and water and he ate and drank and his heart was comforted. 
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478. 

44 And he spoke these words to me: When Ishmael thy husband cometh home, say unto him. The 
nail of the tent which thou hast is very good, do not put it away from the tent. 

45 And Abraham finished commanding the woman, and he rode off to his home to the land of the 
Philistines; 


479. 

and when Ishmael came to his tent his wife went forth to meet him with joy and a cheerful heart. 

46 And she said to him. An old man came here from the land of the Philistines and thus was his 
appearance, and he asked after thee and thou wast not here, so I brought out bread and water, and 
he ate and drank and his heart was comforted. 


480. 

47 And he spoke these words to me, When Ishmael thy husband cometh home say to him. The nail 
of the tent which thou hast is very good, do not put it away from the tent. 

48 And Ishmael knew that it was his father, and that his wife had honored him, and the Lord 
blessed Ishmael. 
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481. 


JASHER 22 


1 And Ishmael then rose up and took his wife and his children and his cattle and all belonging to 
him, and he journeyed from there and he went to his father in the land of the Philistines. 

2 And Abraham related to Ishmael his son the transaction with the first wife that Ishmael took, 
according to what she did. 


482. 

3 And Ishmael and his children dwelt with Abraham many days in that land, and Abraham dwelt in 
the land of the Philistines a long time. 

4 And the days increased and reached twenty six years, and after that Abraham with his servants 
and all belonging to him went from the land of the Philistines and removed to a great distance, and 
they came near to Hebron, and they remained there, 

483. 

and the servants of Abraham dug wells of water, and Abraham and all belonging to him dwelt by 
the water, and the servants of Abimelech king of the Philistines heard the report that Abraham's 
servants had dug wells of water in the borders of the land. 

5 And they came and quarreled with the servants of Abraham, and they robbed them of the great 
well which they had dug. 


484. 

6 And Abimelech king of the Philistines heard of this affair, and he with Phicol the captain of his 
host and twenty of his men came to Abraham, and Abimelech spoke to Abraham concerning his 
servants, and Abraham rebuked Abimelech concerning the well of which his servants had robbed 
him. 

7 And Abimelech said to Abraham, As the Lord liveth who created the whole earth, I did not hear 
of the act which my servants did unto thy servants until this day. 

485. 

8 And Abraham took seven ewe lambs and gave them to Abimelech, saying, Take these, I pray thee, 
from my hands that it may be a testimony for me that I dug this well. 

9 And Abimelech took the seven ewe lambs which Abraham had given to him, for he had also 
given him cattle and herds in abundance, and Abimelech swore [an oath of covenant] to Abraham 
concerning the well. 
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486 . 

therefore he called that well Beersheba, for there they both swore concerning it. 

10 And they both made a covenant in Beersheba, and Abimelech rose up with Phicol the captain of 
his host and all his men, and they returned to the land of the Philistines, and Abraham and all 
belonging to him dwelt in Beersheba and he was in that land a long time. 


487. 

11 And Abraham planted a large grove in Beersheba, and he made to it four gates facing the four 
sides of the earth, and he planted a vineyard in it, so that if a traveler came to Abraham he entered 
any gate which was in his road, and remained there and ate and drank and satisfied himself and 
then departed. 

12 For the house of Abraham was always open to the sons of men that passed and repassed, who 
came daily to eat and drink in the house of Abraham. 

488. 

13 And any man who had hunger and came to Abraham's house, Abraham would give him bread 
that he might eat and drink and be satisfied, and any one that came naked to his house he would 
clothe with garments as he might choose, and give him silver and gold and make known to him the 
Lord who had created him in the earth; this did Abraham all his life. 

14 And Abraham and his children and all belonging to him dwelt in Beersheba, and he pitched his 
tent as far as Hebron. 


489. 

15 And Abraham's brother Nahor and his father and all belonging to them dwelt in Haran, for they 
did not come with Abraham to the land of Canaan. 

16 And children were bom to Nahor which Milca the daughter of Haran, and sister to Sarah, 
Abraham's wife, bare to him. 


490. 

17 And these are the names of those that were born to him, 

Uz, Buz, Kemuel, Kesed, Chazo, Pildash, Tidlaf, and Bethuel, being eight sons, 
these are the children of Milca which she bare to Nahor, Abraham's brother. 

491. 

18 And Nahor had a concubine and her name was Reumah, 

and she also bare to Nahor four sons , Zebach, Gachash, Tachash, and Maacha, 

19 And the children that were born to Nahor were twelve sons besides his daughters, 
and they also had children born to them in Haran. 

492. 

20 And the children of Uz the first born of Nahor were Abi, Cheref, Gadin, Melus, and Deborah 
their sister. 

21 And the sons of Buz were Berachel, Naamath, Sheva, and Madonu. 

22 And the sons of Kemuel were Aram and Rechob. 

493. 

23 And the sons of Kesed were Anamlech, Meshai, Benon, and Yifi; 
and the sons of Chazo were Pildash, Mechi, and Opher. 

24 And the sons of Pildash were Amd, Chamum, Mered, and Moloch. 

494. 

25 And the sons of Tidlaf were Mushan, Cushan, and Mutzi. 

26 And the children of Bethuel were Sechar, Laban, and their sister Rebecca. 

495. 

27 These are the families of the children of Nahor, that were bom to them in Haran; and Aram the 
son of Kemuel and Rechob his brother went away from Haran, and they found a valley in the land 
by the river Euphrates. 
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28 And they built a city there, and they called the name of the city after the name of Pethor the son 
of Aram, that is Aram Naherayim unto this day. 


496. 

29 And the children of Kesed also went to dwell where they could find a place, and they went and 
they found a valley opposite to the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 

30 And they there built themselves a city, and they called the name at the city Kesed after the name 
of their father, that is the land Kasdim unto this day, and the Kasdim dwelt in that land and they 
were fruitful and multiplied exceedingly. 


497. 

31 And Terah, father of Nahor and Abraham, went and took another wife in his old age, and her 
name was Pelilah, and she conceived and bare him a son and he called his name Zoba. 

32 And Terah lived twenty-five years after he begat Zoba. 

498. 

33 And Terah died in that year, that is in the thirty-fifth year of the birth of Isaac son of Abraham. 

34 And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years, and he was buried in Haran. 

499. 

35 And Zoba the son of Terah lived thirty years and he begat Aram, Achlis and Merik. 

36 And Aram son of Zoba son of Terah, had three wives and he begat twelve sons and three 
daughters; and the Lord gave to Aram the son of Zoba, riches and possessions, and abundance of 
cattle, and flocks and herds, and the man increased greatly. 

500. 

37 And Aram the son of Zoba and his brother and all his household journeyed from Haran, and they 
went to dwell where they should find a place, for their property was too great to remain in Haran; 
for they could not stop in Haran together with their brethren the children of Nahor. 

38 And Aram the son of Zoba went with his brethren, and they found a valley at a distance toward 
the eastern country and they dwelt there. 

39 And they also built a city there, and they called the name thereof Aram, after the name of their 
eldest brother; that is Aram Zoba to this day. 


501. 

40 And Isaac the son of Abraham was growing up in those days, and Abraham his father taught him 
the way of the Lord to know the Lord, and the Lord was with him. 

41 And when Isaac was thirty-seven years old, Ishmael his brother was going about with him in the 
tent. 


502. 

42 And Ishmael boasted of himself to Isaac, saying, I was thirteen years old when the Lord spoke 
to my father to circumcise us, and I did according to the word of the Lord which he spoke to my 
father, and I gave my soul unto the Lord, and I did not transgress his word which he commanded 
my father. 


503. 

43 And Isaac answered Ishmael, saying, Why dost thou boast to me about this, about a little bit of 
thy flesh which thou didst take from thy body, concerning which the Lord commanded thee? 

44 As the Lord liveth, the God of my father Abraham, if the Lord should say unto my father, Take 
now thy son Isaac and bring him up an offering before me, I would not refrain but I would joyfully 
accede to it. 


504. 

45 And the Lord heard the word that Isaac spoke to Ishmael, and it seemed good in the sight of the 
Lord, and he thought to try Abraham in this matter. 

46 And the day arrived when the sons of God came and placed themselves before the Lord, and 
Satan also came with the sons of God before the Lord. 
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505. 

47 And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence contest thou? 

and Satan answered the Lord and said. From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and 
down in it. 


506. 

48 And the Lord said to Satan, What is thy word to me concerning all the children of the earth? 

and Satan answered the Lord and said, I have seen all the children of the earth who serve thee and 
remember thee when they require anything from thee. 

49 And when thou givest them the thing which they require from thee, they sit at their ease, and 
forsake thee and they remember thee no more. 


507. 

50 Hast thou seen Abraham the son of Terah, who at first had no children, and he served thee and 
erected altars to thee wherever he came, and he brought up offerings upon them, and he proclaimed 
thy name continually to all the children of the earth. 

51 And now that his son Isaac is born to him, he has forsaken thee, he has made a great feast for all 
the inhabitants of the land, and the Lord he has forgotten. 

508. 

52 For amidst all that he has done he brought thee no offering; neither burnt offering nor peace 
offering, neither ox, lamb nor goat of all that he killed on the day that his son was weaned. 

53 Even from the time of his son's birth till now, being thirty-seven years, he built no altar before 
thee, nor brought any offering to thee, for he saw that thou didst give what he requested before 
thee, and he therefore forsook thee. 


509. 

54 And the Lord said to Satan, Hast thou thus considered my servant Abraham? for there is none 
like him upon earth, a perfect and an upright man before me, one that feareth God and avoideth 
evil; as I live, were I to say unto him, Bring up Isaac thy son before me, he would not withhold him 
from me, much more if I told him to bring up a burnt offering before me from his flock or herds. 

510. 

55 And Satan answered the Lord and said. Speak then now unto Abraham as thou hast said, and 
thou wilt see whether he will not this day transgress and cast aside thy words 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 
Divisions 511-540 


511. 


JASHER 23:1 - 23:56 


1 At that time the word of the Lord came to Abraham, and he said unto him, Abraham, and he said, 
Here I am. 

2 And he said to him, Take now thy son, thine only son whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and go to the 
land of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which shall be 
shown to thee, for there wilt thou see a cloud and the glory of the Lord. 


512. 

3 And Abraham said within himself, How shall I separate my son Isaac from Sarah his mother, in 
order to bring him up for a burnt offering before the Lord? 

4 And Abraham came into the tent, and he sat before Sarah his wife, and he spoke these words to 
her. 


513. 

5 My son Isaac is grown up and he has not for some time studied the service of his God, now 
tomorrow I will go and bring him to Shem, and Eber his son, and there he will learn the ways of the 
Lord, for they will teach him to know the Lord as well as to know that when he prayeth continually 
before the Lord, he will answer him, therefore there he will know the way of serving the Lord his 
God. 


514. 

6 And Sarah said, Thou hast spoken well, go my lord and do unto him as thou hast said, but remove 
him not at a great distance from me, neither let him remain there too long, for my soul is bound 
within his soul. 

7 And Abraham said unto Sarah, My daughter, let us pray to the Lord our God that he may do good 
with us. 


515. 

8 And Sarah took her son Isaac and he abode all that night with her, and she kissed and embraced 
him, and gave him instructions till morning. 

9 And she said to him, O my son, how can my soul separate itself from thee? And she still kissed 
him and embraced him, and she gave Abraham instructions concerning him. 

516. 

10 And Sarah said to Abraham, O my lord, I pray thee take heed of thy son, and place thine eyes 
over him, for I have no other son nor daughter but him. 

llO forsake him not. If he be hungry give him bread, and if he be thirsty give him water to drink; 
do not let him go on foot, neither let him sit in the sun. 

517. 

12 Neither let him go by himself in the road, neither force him from whatever he may desire, but do 
unto him as he may say to thee. 

13 And Sarah wept bitterly the whole night on account of Isaac, and she gave him instructions till 
morning. 


518. 

14 And in the morning Sarah selected a very fine and beautiful garment from those garments which 
she had in the house, that Abimelech had given to her. 

15 And she dressed Isaac her son therewith, and she put a turban upon his head, and she enclosed a 
precious stone in the top of the turban, and she gave them provision for the road, and they went 
forth, 
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519. 

and Isaac went with his father Abraham, and some of their servants accompanied them to see them 
off the road. 

16 And Sarah went out with them, and she accompanied them upon the road to see them off, and 
they said to her, Return to the tent. 


520. 

17 And when Sarah heard the words of her son Isaac she wept bitterly, and Abraham her husband 
wept with her, and their son wept with them a great weeping; also those who went with them wept 
greatly. 

18 And Sarah caught hold of her son Isaac, and she held him in her arms, and she embraced him 
and continued to weep with him, and Sarah said, Who knoweth if after this day I shall ever see thee 
again? 


521. 

19 And they still wept together, Abraham, Sarah and Isaac, and all those that accompanied them on 
the road wept with them, and Sarah afterward turned away from her son, weeping bitterly, and all 
her men servants and maid servants returned with her to the tent. 

20 And Abraham went with Isaac his son to bring him up as an offering before the Lord, as He had 
commanded him. 


522. 

21 And Abraham took two of his young men with him, Ishmael the son of Hagar and Eliezer his 
servant, and they went together with them, and whilst they were walking in the road the young men 
spoke these words to themselves, 

22 And Ishmael said to Eliezer, Now my father Abraham is going with Isaac to bring him up for a 
burnt offering to the Lord, as He commanded him. 

23 Now when he returneth he will give unto me all that he possesses, to inherit after him, for I am 
his first born. 


523. 

24 And Eliezer answered Ishmael and said. Surely Abraham did cast thee away with thy mother, 
and swear that thou shouldst not inherit any thing of all he possesses, and to whom will he give all 
that he has, with all his treasures, but unto me his servant, who has been faithful in his house, who 
has served him night and day, and has done all that he desired me? to me will he bequeath at his 
death all that he possesses. 


524. 

25 And whilst Abraham was proceeding with his son Isaac along the road, Satan came and 
appeared to Abraham in the figure of a very aged man, humble and of contrite spirit, 
and he approached Abraham and said to him, Art thou silly or brutish, that thou goest to do this 
thing this day to thine only son? 


525. 

26 For God gave thee a son in thy latter days, in thy old age, and wilt thou go and slaughter him 
this day because he committed no violence, and wilt thou cause the soul of thine only son to perish 
from the earth? 

27 Dost thou not know and understand that this thing cannot be from the Lord? for the Lord cannot 
do unto man such evil upon earth to say to him, Go slaughter thy child. 

526. 

28 And Abraham heard this and knew that it was the word of Satan who endeavored to draw him 
aside from the way of the Lord, but Abraham would not hearken to the voice of Satan, and 
Abraham rebuked him so that he went away. 


527. 

29 And Satan returned and came to Isaac; and he appeared unto Isaac in the figure of a young man 
comely and well favored. 

30 And he approached Isaac and said unto him, Dost thou not know and understand that thy old 
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silly father bringeth thee to the slaughter this day for naught? 

528. 

31 Now therefore, my son, do not listen nor attend to him, for he is a silly old man, and let not thy 
precious soul and beautiful figure be lost from the earth. 

32 And Isaac heard this, and said unto Abraham, Hast thou heard, my father, that which this man 
has spoken? even thus has he spoken. 


529. 


33 And Abraham answered his son Isaac and said to him. Take heed of him and do not listen to his 
words, nor attend to him, for he is Satan, endeavoring to draw us aside this day from the commands 
of God. 


530. 

34 And Abraham still rebuked Satan, and Satan went from them, and seeing he could not prevail 
over them he hid himself from them, and he went and passed before them in the road; and he 
transformed himself to a large brook of water in the road, 

and Abraham and Isaac and his two young men reached that place, and they saw a brook large and 
powerful as the mighty waters. 


531. 

35 And they entered the brook and passed through it, and the waters at first reached their legs. 

36 And they went deeper in the brook and the waters reached up to their necks, and they were all 
terrified on account of the water; and whilst they were going over the brook Abraham recognized 
that place, and he knew that there was no water there before. 

532. 

37 And Abraham said to his son Isaac, I know this place in which there was no brook nor water, 
now therefore it is this Satan who does all this to us, to draw us aside this day from the commands 
of God. 

38 And Abraham rebuked him and said unto him, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, begone from us 
for we go by the commands of God. 


533. 

39 And Satan was terrified at the voice of Abraham, and he went away from them, and the place 
again became dry land as it was at first. 

40 And Abraham went with Isaac toward the place that God had told him. 

534. 

41 And on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place at a distance which God had 
told him of. 

42 And a pillar of fire appeared to him that reached from the earth to heaven, and a cloud of glory 
upon the mountain, and the glory of the Lord was seen in the cloud. 

535. 

43 And Abraham said to Isaac, My son, dost thou see in that mountain, which we perceive at a 
distance, that which I see upon it? 

44 And Isaac answered and said unto his father, I see and lo a pillar of fire and a cloud, and the 
glory of the Lord is seen upon the cloud. 

45 And Abraham knew that his son Isaac was accepted before the Lord for a burnt offering. 

536. 

46 And Abraham said unto Eliezer and unto Ishmael his son, Do you also see that which we see 
upon the mountain which is at a distance? 

47 And they answered and said, We see nothing more than like the other mountains of the earth. 
And Abraham knew that they were not accepted before the Lord to go with them, and Abraham 
said to them, Abide ye here with the ass whilst I and Isaac my son will go to yonder mount and 
worship there before the Lord and then return to you. 
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48 And Eliezer and Ishmael remained in that place, as Abraham had commanded. 

537. 

49 And Abraham took wood for a burnt offering and placed it upon his son Isaac, and he took the 
fire and the knife, and they both went to that place. 

50 And when they were going along Isaac said to his father, Behold, I see here the fire and wood, 
and where then is the lamb that is to be the burnt offering before the Lord? 

538. 

51 And Abraham answered his son Isaac, saying, 

The Lord has made choice of thee my son, to be a perfect burnt offering instead of the lamb. 

52 And Isaac said unto his father, 

I will do all that the Lord spoke to thee with joy and cheerfulness of heart. 

539. 

53 And Abraham again said unto Isaac his son, 

Is there in thy heart any thought or counsel concerning this, which is not proper? 
tell me my son, I pray thee, O my son conceal it not from me. 

54 And Isaac answered his father Abraham and said unto him, 

O my father, as the Lord liveth and as thy soul liveth, there is nothing in my heart to cause me to 
deviate either to the right or to the left from the word that he has spoken to thee. 

540. 

55 Neither limb nor muscle has moved or stirred at this, nor is there in my heart any thought or evil 
counsel concerning this. 

23:56 But I am of joyful and cheerful heart in this matter, and I say, Blessed is the Lord who has 
this day chosen me to be a burnt offering before Him. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER NINETEEN 
Divisions 541-560 


541. 


JASHER 23:57 - 23:90 


23:57 And Abraham greatly rejoiced at the words of Isaac, and they went on and came together to 
that place that the Lord had spoken of. 

58 And Abraham approached to build the altar in that place, and Abraham was weeping, and Isaac 
took stones and mortar until they had finished building the altar. 


542. 

59 And Abraham took the wood and placed it in order upon the altar which he had built. 

60 And he took his son Isaac and bound him in order to place him upon the wood which was upon 
the altar, to slay him for a burnt offering before the Lord. 


543. 

61 And Isaac said to his father, Bind me securely and then place me upon the altar lest I should turn 
and move, and break loose from the force of the knife upon my flesh and thereof profane the burnt 
offering; and Abraham did so. 


544. 

62 And Isaac still said to his father, O my father, when thou shalt have slain me and burnt me for an 
offering, take with thee that which shall remain of my ashes to bring to Sarah my mother, and say 
to her, 

This is the sweet smelling savor of Isaac; but do not tell her this if she should sit near a well or 
upon any high place, lest she should cast her soul after me and die. 
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545. 

63 And Abraham heard the words of Isaac, and he lifted up his voice and wept when Isaac spake 
these words; and Abraham's tears gushed down upon Isaac his son, and Isaac wept bitterly, and he 
said to his father, 

Hasten thou, O my father, and do with me the will of the Lord our God as He has commanded thee. 

546. 

64 And the hearts of Abraham and Isaac rejoiced at this thing which the Lord had commanded 
them; but the eye wept bitterly whilst the heart rejoiced. 

65 And Abraham bound his son Isaac, and placed him on the altar upon the wood, and Isaac 
stretched forth his neck upon the altar before his father, and Abraham stretched forth his hand to 
take the knife to slay his son as a burnt offering before the Lord. 

547. 

66 At that time the angels of mercy came before the Lord and spake to him concerning Isaac, 
saying, 

670 Lord, thou art a merciful and compassionate King over all that thou hast created in heaven and 
in earth, and thou supportest them all; give therefore ransom and redemption instead of thy servant 
Isaac, and pity and have compassion upon Abraham and Isaac his son, who are this day performing 
thy commands. 


548. 

68 Hast thou seen, O Lord, how Isaac the son of Abraham thy servant is bound down to the 
slaughter like an animal? now therefore let thy pity be roused for them, O Lord. 

69 At that time the Lord appeared unto Abraham, and called to him, from heaven, and said unto 
him. Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him, for now I know that thou 
fearest God in performing this act, and in not withholding thy son, thine only son, from me. 

549. 

70 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, a ram was caught in a thicket by his horns; 
that was the ram which the Lord God had created in the earth in the day that he made earth and 
heaven. 

71 For the Lord had prepared this ram from that day, to be a burnt offering instead of Isaac. 

550. 

72 And this ram was advancing to Abraham when Satan caught hold of him and entangled his 
horns in the thicket, that he might not advance to Abraham, in order that Abraham might slay his 
son. 

73 And Abraham, seeing the ram advancing to him and Satan withholding him, fetched him and 
brought him before the altar, and he loosened his son Isaac from his binding, and he put the ram in 
his stead, and Abraham killed the ram upon the altar, and brought it up as an offering in the place of 
his son Isaac. 


551. 

74 And Abraham sprinkled some of the blood of the ram upon the altar, and he exclaimed and said, 
This is in the place of my son, and may this be considered this day as the blood of my son before 
the Lord. 

75 And all that Abraham did on this occasion by the altar, he would exclaim and say, 

This is in the room of my son, and may it this day be considered before the Lord in the place of my 
son; 

and Abraham finished the whole of the service by the altar, and the service was accepted before the 

Lord, and was accounted as if it had been Isaac; 

and the Lord blessed Abraham and his seed on that day. 

552. 

76 And Satan went to Sarah, and he appeared to her in the figure of an old man very humble and 
meek, and Abraham was yet engaged in the burnt offering before the Lord. 

77 And he said unto her, Dost thou not know all the work that Abraham has made with thine only 
son this day? 
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for he took Isaac and built an altar, and killed him, and brought him up as a sacrifice upon the altar, 
and Isaac cried and wept before his father, but he looked not at him, neither did he have 
compassion over him. 


553. 

78 And Satan repeated these words, and he went away from her, and Sarah heard all the words of 
Satan, and she imagined him to be an old man from amongst the sons of men who had been with 
her son, and had come and told her these things. 

79 And Sarah lifted up her voice and wept and cried out bitterly on account of her son; and she 
threw herself upon the ground and she cast dust upon her head, and she said, O my son, Isaac my 
son, O that I had this day died instead of thee. 


554. 

And she continued to weep and said, It grieves me for thee, O my son, my son Isaac, O that I had 
died this day in thy stead. 

80 And she still continued to weep, and said, It grieves me for thee after that I have reared thee and 
have brought thee up; now my joy is turned into mourning over thee, I that had a longing for thee, 
and cried and prayed to God till I bare thee at ninety years old; and now hast thou served this day 
for the knife and the fire, to be made an offering. 

555. 

81 But I console myself with thee, my son, in its being the word of the Lord, for thou didst perform 
the command of thy God; for who can transgress the word of our God, in whose hands is the soul 
of every living creature? 

82 Thou art just, O Lord our God, for all thy works are good and righteous; for I also am rejoiced 
with thy word which thou didst command, and whilst mine eye weepeth bitterly my heart rejoiceth. 

556. 

83 And Sarah laid her head upon the bosom of one of her handmaids, and she became as still as a 
stone. 

84 She afterward rose up and went about making inquiries till she came to Hebron, and she 
inquired of all those whom she met walking in the road, and no one could tell her what had 
happened to her son. 


557. 

85 And she came with her maid servants and men servants to Kireath-arba, which is Hebron, and 
she asked concerning her Son, and she remained there while she sent some of her servants to seek 
where Abraham had gone with Isaac; they went to seek him in the house of Shem and Eber, and 
they could not find him, and they sought throughout the land and he was not there. 

558. 

86 And behold, Satan came to Sarah in the shape of an old man, and he came and stood before her, 
and he said unto her, I spoke falsely unto thee, for Abraham did not kill his son and he is not dead; 
and when she heard the word her joy was so exceedingly violent on account of her son, that her 
soul went out through joy; she died and was gathered to her people. 

559. 

87 And when Abraham had finished his service he returned with his son Isaac to his young men, 
and they rose up and went together to Beersheba, and they came home. 

88 And Abraham sought for Sarah, and could not find her, and he made inquiries concerning her, 
and they said unto him, She went as far as Hebron to seek you both where you had gone, for thus 
was she informed. 

560. 

89 And Abraham and Isaac went to her to Hebron, and when they found that she was dead they 
lifted up their voices and wept bitterly over her; and Isaac fell upon his mother's face and wept over 
her, and he said, O my mother, my mother, how hast thou left me, and where hast thou gone? O 
how, how hast thou left me! 

90 And Abraham and Isaac wept greatly and all their servants wept with them on account of Sarah, 
and they mourned over her a great and heavy mourning. 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY 
Divisions 561-590 


561. 


JASHER 24 


1 And die life of Sarah was one hundred and twenty-seven years, and Sarah died; 

and Abraham rose up from before his dead to seek a burial place to bury his wife Sarah; and he 
went and spoke to the children of Heth, the inhabitants of the land, saying, 

2 I am a stranger and a sojourner with you in your land; give me a possession of a burial place in 
your land, that I may bury my dead from before me. 


562. 

3 And the children of Heth said unto Abraham, behold the land is before thee, in the choice of our 
sepulchers bury thy dead, for no man shall withhold thee from burying thy dead. 


563. 

4 And Abraham said unto them, If you are agreeable to this go and entreat for me to Ephron, the 
son of Zochar, requesting that he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which is in the end of his 
field, and I will purchase it of him for whatever he desire for it. 


564. 

5 And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth, and they went and called for him, and he came 
before Abraham, and Ephron said unto Abraham, Behold all thou requirest thy servant will do; 
and Abraham said, No, but I will buy the cave and the field which thou hast for value, In order that 
it may be for a possession of a burial place for ever. 


565. 

6 And Ephron answered and said, Behold the field and the cave are before thee, give whatever thou 
desirest; 

and Abraham said, Only at full value will I buy it from thy hand, and from the hands of those that 
go in at the gate of thy city, and from the hand of thy seed for ever. 

566. 

7 And Ephron and all his brethren heard this, and Abraham weighed to Ephron four hundred 
shekels of silver in the hands of Ephron and in the hands of all his brethren; 

and Abraham wrote this transaction, and he wrote it and testified it with four witnesses. 


567. 

8 And these are the names of the witnesses, Amigal son of Abishna the Hittite, Adichorom son of 
Ashunach the Hivite, Abdon son of Achiram the Gomerite, Bakdil the son of Abudish the Zidonite. 

9 And Abraham took the book of the purchase, and placed it in his treasures, and these are the 
words that Abraham wrote in the book, namely: 

568. 

10 That the cave and the field Abraham bought from Ephron the Hittite, and from his seed, and 
from those that go out of his city, and from their seed for ever, are to be a purchase to Abraham and 
to his seed and to those that go forth from his loins, for a possession of a burial place for ever; and 
he put a signet to it and testified it with witnesses. 

569. 

11 And the field and the cave that was in it and all that place were made sure unto Abraham and 
unto his seed after him, from the children of Heth; behold it is before Mamre in Hebron, which is in 
the land of Canaan. 

12 And after this Abraham buried his wife Sarah there, and that place and all its boundary became 
to Abraham and unto his seed for a possession of a burial place. 
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570. 

13 And Abraham buried Sarah with pomp as observed at the interment of kings, and she was buried 
in very fine and beautiful garments. 

14 And at her bier was Shem, his sons Eber and Abimelech, together with Anar, Ashcol and 
Mamre, and all the grandees of the land followed her bier. 

571. 

15 And the days of Sarah were one hundred and twenty-seven years and she died, and Abraham 
made a great and heavy mourning, and he performed the rites of mourning for seven days. 

16 And all the inhabitants of the land comforted Abraham and Isaac his son on account of Sarah. 

572. 

17 And when the days of their mourning passed by Abraham sent away his son Isaac, and he went 
to the house of Shem and Eber, to learn the ways of the Lord and his instructions, and Abraham 
remained there three years. 

18 At that time Abraham rose up with all his servants, and they went and returned homeward to 
Beersheba, and Abraham and all his servants remained in Beersheba. 

573. 

19 And at the revolution of the year Abimelech king of the Philistines died in that year; he was one 
hundred and ninety-three years old at his death; 

and Abraham went with his people to the land of the Philistines, and they comforted the whole 
household and all his servants, and he then turned and went home. 

574. 

20 And it was after the death of Abimelech that the people of Gerar took Benmalich his son, and he 
was only twelve years old, and they made him lying in the place of his father. 

21 And they called his name Abimelech after the name of his father, for thus was it their custom to 
do in Gerar, and Abimelech reigned instead of Abimelech his father, and he sat upon his throne. 

575. 

22 And Lot the son of Haran also died in those days, in the thirty-ninth year of the life of Isaac, and 
all the days that Lot lived were one hundred and forty years and he died. 

23 And these are the children of Lot, that were born to him by his daughters, the name of the first 
bom was Moab, and the name of the second was Benami. 

576. 

24 And the two sons of Lot went and took themselves wives from the land of Canaan, and they 
bare children to them, and the children of Moab were Ed, Mayon, Tarsus, and Kanvil, four sons, 
these are fathers to the children of Moab unto this day. 

577. 

25 And all the families of the children of Lot went to dwell wherever they should light upon, for 
they were fruitful and increased abundantly. 

26 And they went and built themselves cities in the land where they dwelt, and they called the 
names of the cities which they built after their own names. 

578. 

27 And Nahor the son of Terah, brother to Abraham, died in those days in the fortieth year of the 
life of Isaac, and all the days of Nahor were one hundred and seventy-two years and he died and 
was buried in Haran. 

28 And when Abraham heard that his brother was dead he grieved sadly, and he mourned over his 
brother many days. 


579. 

29 And Abraham called for Eliezer his head servant, to give him orders concerning his house, and 
he came and stood before him. 

30 And Abraham said to him, Behold I am old, I do not know the day of my death; for I am 
advanced in days; 


73 



now therefore rise up, go forth and do not take a wife for my son from this place and from this 
land, from the daughters of the Canaanites amongst whom we dwell. 

580. 

31 But go to my land and to my birthplace, 
and take from thence a wife for my son, 

and the Lord God of Heaven and earth who took me from my father's house and brought me to this 
place, and said unto me, 

To thy seed will I give this land for an inheritance for ever, 

he will send his angel before thee and prosper thy way, that thou mayest obtain a wife for my son 
from my family and from my father's house. 


581. 

32 And the servant answered his master Abraham and said. 

Behold I go to thy birthplace and to thy father's house, and take a wife for thy son from there; 
but if the woman be not willing to follow me to this land, shall I take thy son back to the land of 
thy birthplace? 


582. 

33 And Abraham said unto him, Take heed that thou bring not my son hither again, 

for the Lord before whom I have walked, he will send his angel before thee and prosper thy way. 

583. 

34 And Eliezer did as Abraham ordered him, and Eliezer swore unto Abraham his master upon this 
matter; and Eliezer rose up and took ten camels of the camels of his master, and ten men from his 
master's servants with him, 

and they rose up and went to Haran, the city of Abraham and Nahor, in order to fetch a wife for 
Isaac the son of Abraham; and whilst they were gone Abraham sent to the house of Shem and Eber, 
and they brought from thence his son Isaac. 


584. 

35 And Isaac came home to his father's house to Beersheba, whilst Eliezer and his men came to 
Haran; and they stopped in the city by the watering place, and he made his camels to kneel down 
by the water and they remained there. 


585. 

36 And Eliezer, Abraham's servant, prayed and said, O God of Abraham my master; send me I pray 
thee good speed this day and show kindness unto my master, that thou shalt appoint this day a wife 
for my master's son from his family. 


586. 

37 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Eliezer, for the sake of his servant Abraham, and he 
happened to meet with the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, brother to 
Abraham, and Eliezer came to her house. 


587. 

38 And Eliezer related to them all his concerns, and that he was Abraham's servant, and they 
greatly rejoiced at him. 

39 And they all blessed the Lord who brought this thing about, and they gave him Rebecca, the 
daughter of Bethuel, for a wife for Isaac. 


588. 

40 And the young woman was of very comely appearance, she was a virgin, and Rebecca was ten 
years old in those days. 

41 And Bethuel and Laban and his children made a feast on that night, and Eliezer and his men 
came and ate and drank and rejoiced there on that night. 
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589. 

42 And Eliezer rose up in the morning, he and the men that were with him, and he called to the 
whole household of Bethuel, saying, Send me away that I may go to my master; 

and they rose up and sent away Rebecca and her nurse Deborah, the daughter of Uz, and they gave 
her silver and gold, men servants and maid servants, and they blessed her. 

43 And they sent Eliezer away with his men; and the servants took Rebecca, and he went and 
returned to his master to the land of Canaan. 


590. 

44 And Isaac took Rebecca and she became his wife, and he brought her into the tent. 

45 And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebecca, the daughter of his uncle Bethuel, for a 
wife. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY ONE 
Divisions 591-630 


3. The Generations of Jacob-Israel & Esau 


591. 


JASHER 25 


1 And it was at that time that Abraham again took a wife in his old age, and her name was Keturah, 
from the land of Canaan. 

2 And she bare unto him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuach, being six sons. 


592. 

And the children of Zimran were Abihen, Molich, and Narim. 

3 And the sons of Jokshan were Sheba and Dedan, 

and the sons of Medan were Amida, Joab, Gochi, Elisha, and Nothach; 


593. 

and the sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Chanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. 

4 And the sons of Ishbak were Makiro, Beyodua, and Tator. 

5 And the sons of Shuach were Bildad, Mamdad, Munan, and Meban; 

all these are the families of the children of Keturah the Canaanitish woman which she bare unto 
Abraham the Hebrew. 


594. 

6 And Abraham sent all these away, and he gave them gifts, and they went away from his son Isaac 
to dwell wherever they should find a place. 

7 And all these went to the mountain at the east, and they built themselves six cities in which they 
dwelt unto this day. 

8 But the children of Sheba and Dedan, children of Jokshan, with their children, did not dwell with 
their brethren in their cities, and they journeyed and encamped in the countries and wildernesses 
unto this day. 


595. 

9 And the children of Midian, son of Abraham, went to the east of the land of Cush, and they there 
found a large valley in the eastern country, and they remained there and built a city, and they dwelt 
therein, that is the land of Midian unto this day. 

10 And Midian dwelt in the city which he built, he and his five sons and all belonging to him. 

596. 

11 And these are the names of the sons of Midian according to their names in their cities, Ephah, 
Epher, Chanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. 

12 And the sons of Ephah were Methach, Meshar, Avi, and Tzanua, and the sons of Epher were 
Ephron, Zur, Alirun, and Medin, and the sons of Chanoch were Reuel, Rckem, Azi, Alyoshub, and 
Alad. 
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597. 

13 And the sons of Abida were Chur, Melud, Kerury, Molchi; and the sons of Eldaah were Miker, 
and Reba, and Malchiyah, and Gabol; these are the names of the Midianites according to their 
families; and afterward the families of Midian spread throughout the land of Midian. 

598. 

14 And these are the generations of Ishmael the son Abraham, whom Hagar, Sarah's handmaid, 
bare unto Abraham. 

15 And Ishmael took a wife from the land of Egypt, and her name was Ribah, the same is Meribah. 

599. 

16 And Ribah bare unto Ishmael Nebayoth, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, and their sister Bosmath. 

17 And Ishmael cast away his wife Ribah, and she went from him and returned to Egypt to the 
house of her father, and she dwelt there, for she had been very bad in the sight of Ishmael, and in 
the sight of his father Abraham. 


600. 

18 And Ishmael afterward took a wife from the land of Canaan, and her name was Malchuth, and 
she bare unto him Nishma, Dumah, Masa, Chadad, Tema, Yetur, Naphish, and Kedma. 

19 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, being twelve princes according to their 
nations; and the families of Ishmael afterward spread forth, 

601. 

And Ishmael took his children and all the property that he had gained, together with the souls of his 
household and all belonging to him, and they went to dwell where they should find a place. 

20 And they went and dwelt near the wilderness of Paran, and their dwelling was from Havilah 
unto Shur, that is before Egypt as thou comest toward Assyria. 

602. 

21 And Ishmael and his sons dwelt in the land, and they had children bom to them, and they were 
fruitful and increased abundantly. 

22 And these are the names of the sons of Nebayoth the first bom of Ishmael; Mend, Send, and 
Mayon; 


603. 

and the sons of Kedar were Alyon, Kezem, Chamad, and Eli. 

23 And the sons of Adbeel were Chamad and Jabin; 

and the sons of Mibsam were Obadiah, Ebedmelech, and Yeush; these are the families of the 
children of Ribah the wife of Ishmael 


604. 

24 And the sons of Mishma the son of Ishmael were Shamua, Zecaryon, and Obed; 
and the sons of Dumah were Kezed, Eli, Machmad, and Amed. 

25 And the sons of Masa were Melon, Mula, and Ebidadon; 
and the sons of Chadad were Azur, Minzar, and Ebedmelech; 
and the sons of Tema were Seir, Sadon, and Yakol. 

605. 

26 And the sons of Yetur were Merith, Yaish, Alyo, and Pachoth; 
and the sons of Naphish were Ebed-Tamed, Abiyasaph, and Mir; 
and the sons of Kedma were Calip, Tachti, and Omir; 

these were the children of Malchuth the wife of Ishmael according to their families. 

606. 

27 All these are the families of Ishmael according to their generations, and they dwelt in those 
lands wherein they had built themselves cities unto this day. 

28 And Rebecca the daughter of Bethuel, the wife of Abraham's son Isaac, was barren in those 
days, she had no offspring; 
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607 . 

and Isaac dwelt with his father in the land of Canaan; and the Lord was with Isaac; 

and Arpachshad the son of Shem the son of Noah died in those days, in the forty-eighth year of the 
life of Isaac, and all the days that Arpachshad lived were four hundred and thirty-eight years, and 
he died. 


608. 


JASHER 26 


1 And in the fifty-ninth year of the life of Isaac the son of Abraham, Rebecca his wife was still 
barren in those days. 

2 And Rebecca said unto Isaac, Truly I have heard, my lord, that thy mother Sarah was barren in 
her days until my Lord Abraham, thy father, prayed for her and she conceived by him. 

3 Now therefore stand up, pray thou also to God and he will hear thy prayer and remember us 
through his mercies. 


609. 

4 And Isaac answered his wife Rebecca, saying, Abraham has already prayed for me to God to 
multiply his seed, now therefore this barrenness must proceed to us from thee. 

5 And Rebecca said unto him. But arise now thou also and pray, that the Lord may hear thy prayer 
and grant me children, 


610. 

and Isaac hearkened to the words of his wife, and Isaac and his wife rose up and went to the land of 
Moriah to pray there and to seek the Lord, 

and when they had reached that place Isaac stood up and prayed to the Lord on account of his wife 
because she was barren. 


611. 

6 And Isaac said, O Lord God of heaven and earth, whose goodness and mercies fill the earth, 
thou who didst take my father from his father's house and from his birthplace, and didst bring him 
unto this land, and didst say unto him, To thy seed will I give the land, and thou didst promise him 
and didst declare unto him, I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven and as the sand of the sea, 

612. 

now may thy words be verified which thou didst speak unto my father. 

7 For thou art the Lord our God, our eyes are toward thee to give us seed of men, as thou didst 
promise us, for thou art the Lord our God and our eyes are directed toward thee only. 

613. 

8 And the Lord heard the prayer of Isaac the son of Abraham, and the Lord was entreated of him 
and Rebecca his wife conceived. 

9 And in about seven months after the children struggled together within her, and it pained her 
greatly that she was wearied on account of them, and she said to all the women who were then in 
the land, Did such a thing happen to you as it has to me? 

614. 

and they said unto her. No. 

10 And she said unto them, Why am I alone in this amongst all the women that were upon earth? 
and she went to the land of Moriah to seek the Lord on account of this; and she went to Shem and 
Eber his son to make inquiries of them in this matter, and that they should seek the Lord in this 
thing respecting her. 


615. 

11 And she also asked Abraham to seek and inquire of the Lord about all that had befallen her. 

12 And they all inquired of the Lord concerning this matter, and they brought her word from the 
Lord and told her, Two children are in thy womb, and two nations shall rise from them; and one 
nation shall be stronger than the other, and the greater shall serve the younger. 
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616 . 

13 And when her days to be delivered were completed, she knelt down, and behold there were 
twins in her womb, as the Lord had spoken to her. 

14 And the first came out red all over like a hairy garment, and all the people of the land called his 
name Esau, saying, That this one was made complete from the womb. 

617. 

15 And after that came his brother, and his hand took hold of Esau's heel, therefore they called his 
name Jacob. 

16 And Isaac, the son of Abraham, was sixty years old when he begat them. 

618. 

17 And the boys grew up to their fifteenth year, and they came amongst the society of men. Esau 
was a designing and deceitful man, and an expert hunter in the field, and Jacob was a man perfect 
and wise, dwelling in tents, feeding flocks, and learning the instructions of the Lord and the 
commands of his father and mother. 


619. 

18 And Isaac and the children of his household dwelt with his father Abraham in the land of 
Canaan, as God had commanded them. 

19 And Ishmael the son of Abraham went with his children and all belonging to them, and they 
returned there to the land of Havilah, and they dwelt there. 

20 And all the children of Abraham's concubines went to dwell in the land of the east, for Abraham 
had sent them away from his son, and had given them presents, and they went away. 

620. 

21 And Abraham gave all that he had to his son Isaac, and he also gave him all his treasures. 

22 And he commanded him saying, Dost thou not know and understand the Lord is God in heaven 
and in earth, and there is no other beside him? 


621. 

23 And it was he who took me from my father's house, and from my birth place, and gave me all 
the delights upon earth; who delivered me from the counsel of the wicked, for in him did I trust. 

24 And he brought me to this place, and he delivered me from Ur Casdim; and he said unto me, To 
thy seed will I give all these lands, and they shall inherit them when they keep my commandments, 
my statutes and my judgments that I have commanded thee, and which I shall command them. 

622. 

25 Now therefore my son, hearken to my voice, and keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, 
which I commanded thee, do not turn from the right way either to the right or to the left, in order 
that it may be well with thee and thy children after thee forever. 

26 And remember the wonderful works of the Lord, and his kindness that he has shown toward us, 
in having delivered us from the hands of our enemies, and the Lord our God caused them to fall 
into our hands; 


623. 

and now therefore keep all that I have commanded thee, and turn not away from the 
commandments of thy God, and serve none beside him, in order that it may be well with thee and 
thy seed after thee. 

27 And teach thou thy children and thy seed the instructions of the Lord and his commandments, 
and teach them the upright way in which they should go, in order that it may be well with them 
forever. 


624. 

28 And Isaac answered his father and said unto him, That which my Lord has commanded that will 
I do, and I will not depart from the commands of the Lord my God, I will keep all that he 
commanded me; 

and Abraham blessed his son Isaac, and also his children; and Abraham taught Jacob the instruction 
of the Lord and his ways. 
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625. 

29 And it was at that time that Abraham died, in the fifteenth year of the life of Jacob and Esau, the 
sons of Isaac, and all the days of Abraham were one hundred and seventy-five years, and he died 
and was gathered to his people in good old age, old and satisfied with days, and Isaac and Ishmael 
his sons buried him. 

30 And when the inhabitants of Canaan heard that Abraham was dead, they all came with their 
kings and princes and all their men to bury Abraham. 

626. 

31 And all the inhabitants of the land of Haran, and all the families of the house of Abraham, and 
all the princes and grandees, and the sons of Abraham by the concubines, all came when they heard 
of Abraham's death, and they requited Abraham's kindness, and comforted Isaac his son, and they 
buried Abraham in the cave which he bought from Ephron the Hittite and his children, for the 
possession of a burial place. 


627. 

32 And all the inhabitants of Canaan, and all those who had known Abraham, wept for Abraham a 
whole year, and men and women mourned over him. 

33 And all the little children, and all the inhabitants of the land wept on account of Abraham, for 
Abraham had been good to them all, and because he had been upright with God and men. 

628. 

34 And there arose not a man who feared God like unto Abraham, for he had feared his God from 
his youth, and had served the Lord, and had gone in all his ways during his life, from his childhood 
to the day of his death. 

35 And the Lord was with him and delivered him from the counsel of Nimrod and his people, and 
when he made war with the four kings of Elam he conquered them. 

629. 

36 And he brought all the children of the earth to the service of God, and he taught them the ways 
of the Lord, and caused them to know the Lord. 

37 And he formed a grove and he planted a vineyard therein, and he had always prepared in his tent 
meat and drink to those that passed through the land, that they might satisfy themselves in his 
house. 


630. 

38 And the Lord God delivered the whole earth on account of Abraham. 

39 And it was after the death of Abraham that God blessed his son Isaac and his children, and the 
Lord was with Isaac as he had been with his father Abraham, for Isaac kept all the commandments 
of the Lord as Abraham his father had commanded him; he did not turn to the right or to the left 
from the right path which his father had commanded him. 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY TWO 
Divisions 631-655 


631. 


JASHER 27-28 


1 And Esau at that time, after the death of Abraham, frequently went in the field to hunt. 

2 And Nimrod king of Babel, the same was Amraphel, also frequently went with his mighty men to 
hunt in the field, and to walk about with his men in the cool of the day. 

3 And Nimrod was observing Esau all the days, for a jealousy was formed in the heart of Nimrod 
against Esau all the days. 


632. 

4 And on a certain day Esau went in the field to hunt, and he found Nimrod walking in the 
wilderness with his two men. 

5 And all his mighty men and his people were with him in the wilderness, but they removed at a 
distance from him, and they went from him in different directions to hunt, and Esau concealed 
himself for Nimrod, and he lurked for him in the wilderness. 

633. 

6 And Nimrod and his men that were with him did not know him, and Nimrod and his men 
frequently walked about in the field at the cool of the day, and to know where his men were hunting 
in the field. 

7 And Nimrod and two of his men that were with him came to the place where they were, when 
Esau started suddenly from his lurking place, and drew his sword, and hastened and ran to Nimrod 
and cut off his head. 


634. 

8 And Esau fought a desperate fight with the two men that were with Nimrod, and when they called 
out to him, Esau turned to them and smote them to death with his sword. 

9 And all the mighty men of Nimrod, who had left him to go to the wilderness, heard the cry at a 
distance, and they knew the voices of those two men, and they ran to know the cause of it, when 
they found their king and the two men that were with him lying dead in the wilderness. 

635. 

10 And when Esau saw the mighty men of Nimrod coming at a distance, he fled, and thereby 
escaped; and Esau took the valuable garments of Nimrod, which Nimrod's father had bequeathed to 
Nimrod, and with which Nimrod prevailed over the whole land, and he ran and concealed them in 
his house. 


636. 

11 And Esau took those garments and ran into the city on account of Nimrod's men, and he came 
unto his father's house wearied and exhausted from fight, and he was ready to die through grief 
when he approached his brother Jacob and sat before him. 

637. 

12 And he said unto his brother Jacob, Behold I shall die this day, and wherefore then do I want the 
birthright? 

And Jacob acted wisely with Esau in this matter, and Esau sold his birthright to Jacob, for it was so 
brought about by the Lord. 


638. 

13 And Esau's portion in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham had bought from the 
children of Heth for the possession of a burial ground, Esau also sold to Jacob, and Jacob bought 
all this from his brother Esau for value given. 

14 And Jacob wrote the whole of this in a book, and he testified the same with witnesses, and he 
sealed it, and the book remained in the hands of Jacob. 
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639 . 

15 And when Nimrod the son of Cush died, his men lifted him up and brought him in 
consternation, and buried him in his city, and all the days that Nimrod lived were two hundred and 
fifteen years and he died. 

16 And the days that Nimrod reigned upon the people of the land were one hundred and eighty-five 
years; 


640. 

and Nimrod died by the sword of Esau in shame and contempt, and the seed of Abraham caused his 
death as he had seen in his dream. 

17 And at the death of Nimrod his kingdom became divided into many divisions, and all those parts 
that Nimrod reigned over were restored to the respective kings of the land, who recovered them 
after the death of Nimrod, 

and all the people of the house of Nimrod were for a long time enslaved to all the other kings of the 
land. 


641. 


JASHER 28 


1 And in those days, after the death of Abraham, in that year the Lord brought a heavy famine in 
the land, and whilst the famine was raging in the land of Canaan, Isaac rose up to go down to Egypt 
on account of the famine, as his father Abraham had done. 

2 And the Lord appeared that night to Isaac and he said to him, Do not go down to Egypt but rise 
and go to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the Philistines, and remain there till the famine shall cease. 


642. 

3 And Isaac rose up and went to Gerar, as the Lord commanded him, and he remained there a full 
year. 

4 And when Isaac came to Gerar, the people of the land saw that Rebecca his wife was of a 
beautiful appearance, and the people of Gerar asked Isaac concerning his wife, and he said, She is 
my sister, for he was afraid to say she was his wife lest the people of the land should slay him on 
account of her. 


643. 

5 And the princes of Abimelech went and praised the woman to the king, but he answered them 
not, neither did he attend to their words. 

6 But he heard them say that Isaac declared her to be his sister, so the king reserved this within 
himself. 


644. 

7 And when Isaac had remained three months in the land, Abimelech looked out at the window, and 
he saw, and behold Isaac was sporting with Rebecca his wife, for Isaac dwelt in the outer house 
belonging to the king, so that the house of Isaac was opposite the house of the king. 

8 And the king said unto Isaac, What is this thou hast done to us in saying of thy wife, She is my 
sister? how easily might one of the great men of the people have lain with her, and thou wouldst 
then have brought guilt upon us. 


645. 

9 And Isaac said unto Abimelech, Because I was afraid lest I die on account of my wife, therefore I 
said, She is my sister. 

10 At that time Abimelech gave orders to all his princes and great men, and they took Isaac and 
Rebecca his wife and brought them before the king. 

646. 

11 And the king commanded that they should dress them in princely garments, and make them ride 
through the streets of the city, and proclaim before them throughout the land, saying, This is the 
man and this is his wife; whoever toucheth this man or his wife shall surely die. 

And Isaac returned with his wife to the king's house, and the Lord was with Isaac and he continued 
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to wax great and lacked nothing. 


647. 

12 And the Lord caused Isaac to find favor in the sight of Abimelech, and in the sight of all his 
subjects, and Abimelech acted well with Isaac, for Abimelech remembered the oath and the 
covenant that existed between his father and Abraham. 

13 And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Behold the whole earth is before thee; dwell wherever it may 
seem good in thy sight until thou shalt return to thy land; and Abimelech gave Isaac fields and 
vineyards and the best part of the land of Gerar, to sow and reap and eat the fruits of the ground 
until the days of the famine should have passed by. 

648. 

14 And Isaac sowed in that land, and received a hundred-fold in the same year, and the Lord 
blessed him. 

15 And the man waxed great, and he had possession of flocks and possession of herds and great 
store of servants. 


649. 

16 And when the days of the famine had passed away the Lord appeared to Isaac and said unto 
him, Rise up, go forth from this place and return to thy land, to the land of Canaan; 

and Isaac rose up and returned to Hebron which is in the land of Canaan, he and all belonging to 
him as the Lord commanded him. 

17 And after this Shelach the son at Arpachshad died in that year, which is the eighteenth year of 
the lives of Jacob and Esau; and all the days that Shelach lived were four hundred and thirty-three 
years and he died. 


650. 

18 At that time Isaac sent his younger son Jacob to the house of Shem and Eber, and he learned the 
instructions of the Lord, 

and Jacob remained in the house of Shem and Eber for thirty-two years, 

and Esau his brother did not go, for he was not willing to go, and he remained in his father's house 
in the land of Canaan. 

19 And Esau was continually hunting in the fields to bring home what he could get, so did Esau all 
the days. 


651. 

20 And Esau was a designing and deceitful man, one who hunted after the hearts of men and 
inveigled them, 

and Esau was a valiant man in the field, and in the course of time went as usual to hunt; and he 
came as far as the field of Seir, the same is Edom. 

21 And he remained in the land of Seir hunting in the field a year and four months. 

652. 

22 And Esau there saw in the land of Seir the daughter of a man of Canaan, and her name was 
Jehudith, the daughter of Beeri, son of Epher, from the families of Heth the son of Canaan. 

23 And Esau took her for a wife, and he came unto her; forty years old was Esau when he took her, 
and he brought her to Hebron, the land of his father's dwelling place, and he dwelt there. 

653. 

24 And it came to pass in those days, in the hundred and tenth year of the life of Isaac, that is in the 
fiftieth year of the life of Jacob, in that year died Shem the son of Noah; Shem was six hundred 
years old at his death. 

25 And when Shem died Jacob returned to his father to Hebron which is in the land of Canaan. 

654. 

26 And in the fifty-sixth year of the life of Jacob, people came from Haran, and Rebecca was told 
concerning her brother Laban the son of Bethuel. 

27 For the wife of Laban was barren in those days, and bare no children, and also all his handmaids 
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bare none to him. 


655. 

28 And the Lord afterward remembered Adinah the wife of Laban, and she conceived and bare twin 
daughters, and Laban called the names of his daughters, the name of the elder Leah, and the name 
of the younger Rachel. 

29 And those people came and told these things to Rebecca, and Rebecca rejoiced greatly that the 
Lord had visited her brother and that he had got children. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY THREE 
Divisions 656-680 


JASHER 29 


656. 

1 And Isaac the son of Abraham became old and advanced in days, and his eyes became heavy 
through age; they were dim and could not see. 

2 At that time Isaac called unto Esau his son, saying, Get I pray thee thy weapons, thy quiver and 
thy bow, rise up and go forth into the field and get me some venison, and make me savory meat and 
bring it to me, that I may eat in order that I may bless thee before my death, as I have now become 
old and gray-headed. 


657. 

3 And Esau did so; and he took his weapon and went forth into the field to hunt for venison, as 
usual, to bring to his father as he had ordered him, so that he might bless him. 

4 And Rebecca heard all the words that Isaac had spoken unto Esau, and she hastened and called 
her son Jacob, saying, Thus did thy father speak unto thy brother Esau, and thus did I hear, now 
therefore hasten thou and make that which I shall tell thee. 

658. 

5 Rise up and go, I pray thee, to the flock and fetch me two fine kids of the goats, and I will get the 
savory meat for thy father, and thou shalt bring the savory meat that he may eat before thy brother 
shall have come from the chase, in order that thy father may bless thee. 

6 And Jacob hastened and did as his mother had commanded him, and he made the savory meat 
and brought it before his father before Esau had come from his chase. 

659. 

7 And Isaac said unto Jacob, Who art thou, my son? 

And he said, I am thy first bom Esau, I have done as thou didst order me, now therefore rise up I 
pray thee, and eat of my hunt, in order that thy soul may bless me as thou didst speak unto me. 

8 And Isaac rose up and he ate and he drank, and his heart was comforted, and he blessed Jacob 
and Jacob went away from his father; 


660. 

and as soon as Isaac had blessed Jacob and he had gone away from him, behold Esau came from 
his hunt from the field, and he also made savory meat and brought it to his father to eat thereof and 
to bless him. 

9 And Isaac said unto Esau, And who was he that has taken venison and brought it me before thou 
earnest and whom I did bless? 

And Esau knew that his brother Jacob had done this, and the anger of Esau was kindled against his 
brother Jacob that he had acted thus toward him. 

661. 

10 And Esau said, Is he not rightly called Jacob? for he has supplanted me twice, he took away my 
birthright and now he has taken away my blessing; 

and Esau wept greatly; and when Isaac heard the voice of his son Esau weeping, Isaac said unto 

Esau, What can I do, my son, thy brother came with subtlety and took away thy blessing; 

and Esau hated his brother Jacob on account of the blessing that his father had given him, and his 
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anger was greatly roused against him. 


662. 

11 And Jacob was very much afraid of his brother Esau, and he rose up and fled to the house of 
Eber the son of Shem, and he concealed himself there on account of his brother, 

and Jacob was sixty-three years old when he went forth from the land of Canaan from Hebron, and 
Jacob was concealed in Eber's house fourteen years on account of his brother Esau, and he there 
continued to learn the ways of the Lord and his commandments. 

663. 

12 And when Esau saw that Jacob had fled and escaped from him, and that Jacob had cunningly 
obtained the blessing, then Esau grieved exceedingly, 

and he was also vexed at his father and mother; and he also rose up and took his wife and went 
away from his father and mother to the land of Seir, and he dwelt there; 

and Esau saw there a woman from amongst the daughters of Heth whose name was Bosmath, the 
daughter of Elon the Hittite, and he took her for a wife in addition to his first wife, and Esau called 
her name Adah, saying the blessing had in that time passed from him. 

664. 

13 And Esau dwelt in the land of Seir six months without seeing his father and mother, and 
afterward Esau took his wives and rose up and returned to the land of Canaan, and Esau placed his 
two wives in his father's house in Hebron. 

14 And the wives of Esau vexed and provoked Isaac and Rebecca with their works, for they walked 
not in the ways of the Lord, but served their father's gods of wood and stone as their father had 
taught them, and they were more wicked than their father. 

15 And they went according to the evil desires of their hearts, and they sacrificed and burnt incense 
to the Baalim, and Isaac and Rebecca became weary of them. 

665. 

16 And Rebecca said, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob take a wife 
of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good then is 
life unto me? 

17 And in those days Adah the wife of Esau conceived and bare him a son, and Esau called the 
name of the son that was bom unto him Eliphaz, and Esau was sixty-five years old when she bare 
him. 


666 . 

18 And Ishmael the son of Abraham died in those days, in the sixty-forth year of the life of Jacob, 
and all the days that Ishmael lived were one hundred and thirty-seven years and he died. 

19 And when Isaac heard that Ishmael was dead he mourned for him, and Isaac lamented over him 
many days. 


667. 

20 And at the end of fourteen years of Jacob's residing in the house of Eber, Jacob desired to see his 
father and mother, and Jacob came to the house of his father and mother to Hebron, and Esau had 
in those days forgotten what Jacob had done to him in having taken the blessing from him in those 
days. 

21 And when Esau saw Jacob coming to his father and mother he remembered what Jacob had 
done to him, and he was greatly incensed against him and he sought to slay him. 

668 . 

22 And Isaac the son of Abraham was old and advanced in days, and Esau said, Now my father's 
time is drawing nigh that he must die, and when he shall die I will slay my brother Jacob. 

23 And this was told to Rebecca, and she hastened and sent and called for Jacob her son, and she 
said unto him, Arise, go and flee to Haran to my brother Laban, and remain there for some time, 
until thy brother's anger be turned from thee and then shalt thou come back. 
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669 . 

24 And Isaac called unto Jacob and said unto him, Take not a wife from the daughters of Canaan, 
for thus did our father Abraham command us according to the word of the Lord which he had 
commanded him, saying. 

Unto thy seed will I give this land; if thy children keep my covenant that I have made with thee, 
then will I also perform to thy children that which I have spoken unto thee and I will not forsake 
them. 


670. 

25 Now therefore my son hearken to my voice, to all that I shall command thee, 
and refrain from taking a wife from amongst the daughters of Canaan; 

arise, go to Haran to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father, 

and take unto thee a wife from there from the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. 

26 Therefore take heed lest thou shouldst forget the Lord thy God and all his ways in the land to 
which thou goest, and shouldst get connected with the people of the land and pursue vanity and 
forsake the Lord thy God. 


671. 

27 But when thou comest to the land serve there the Lord, do not turn to the right or to the left from 
the way which I commanded thee and which thou didst learn. 

28 And may the Almighty God grant thee favor in the sight of the people of the earth, that thou 
mayest take there a wife according to thy choice; one who is good and upright in the ways of the 
Lord. 


672. 

29 And may God give unto thee and thy seed the blessing of thy father Abraham, and make thee 
fruitful and multiply thee, 

and mayest thou become a multitude of people in the land whither thou goest, 

and may God cause thee to return to this land, the land of thy father's dwelling, with children and 

with great riches, with joy and with pleasure. 


673. 

30 And Isaac finished commanding Jacob and blessing him, and he gave him many gifts, together 
with silver and gold, and he sent him away; and Jacob hearkened to his father and mother; he 
kissed them and arose and went to Padan-aram; and Jacob was seventy-seven years old when he 
went out from the land of Canaan from Beersheba. 

674. 

31 And when Jacob went away to go to Haran, Esau called unto his son Eliphaz, and secretly spoke 
unto him, saying, Now hasten, take thy sword in thy hand and pursue Jacob and pass before him in 
the road, and lurk for him, and slay him with thy sword in one of the mountains, and take all 
belonging to him and come back. 

32 And Eliphaz the son of Esau was an active man and expert with the bow as his father had taught 
him, and he was a noted hunter in the field and a valiant man. 

675. 

33 And Eliphaz did as his father had commanded him, and Eliphaz was at that time thirteen years 
old, and Eliphaz rose up and went and took ten of his mother's brothers with him and pursued 
Jacob. 

34 And he closely followed Jacob, and he lurked for him in the border of the land of Canaan 
opposite to the city of Shechem. 


676. 

35 And Jacob saw Eliphaz and his men pursuing him, and Jacob stood still in the place in which he 
was going, in order to know what this was, for he did not know the thing; and Eliphaz drew his 
sword and he went on advancing, he and his men, toward Jacob; and Jacob said unto them. What is 
to do with you that you have come hither, and what meaneth it that you pursue with your swords. 
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677. 

36 And Eliphaz came near to Jacob and he answered and said unto him. Thus did my father 
command me, and now therefore I will not deviate from the orders which my father gave me; and 
when Jacob saw that Esau had spoken to Eliphaz to employ force, Jacob then approached and 
supplicated Eliphaz and his men, saying to him, 

37 Behold all that I have and which my father and mother gave unto me, that take unto thee and go 
from me, and do not slay me, and may this thing be accounted unto thee a righteousness. 

678. 

38 And the Lord caused Jacob to find favor in the sight of Eliphaz the son of Esau, and his men, 
and they hearkened to the voice of Jacob, and they did not put him to death, and Eliphaz and his 
men took all belonging to Jacob together with the silver and gold that he had brought with him 
from Beersheba; they left him nothing. 

39 And Eliphaz and his men went away from him and they returned to Esau to Beersheba, and they 
told him all that had occurred to them with Jacob, and they gave him all that they had taken from 
Jacob. 


679. 

40 And Esau was indignant at Eliphaz his son, and at his men that were with him, because they had 
not put Jacob to death. 

41 And they answered and said unto Esau, Because Jacob supplicated us in this matter not to slay 
him, our pity was excited toward him, and we took all belonging to him and brought it unto thee; 
and Esau took all the silver and gold which Eliphaz had taken from Jacob and he put them by in his 
house. 


680. 

42 At that time when Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and had commanded him, saying, 
Thou shalt not take a wife from amongst the daughters of Canaan, and that the daughters of Canaan 
were bad in the sight of Isaac and Rebecca, 

43 Then he went to the house of Ishmael his uncle, and in addition to his older wives he took 
Machlath the daughter of Ishmael, the sister of Nebayoth, for a wife. 
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681. 


JASHER 30 - 31:30 


1 And Jacob went forth continuing his road to Haran, and he came as far as mount Moriah, and he 
tarried there all night near the city of Luz; and the Lord appeared there unto Jacob on that night, 
and he said unto him, I am the Lord God of Abraham and the God of Isaac thy father; the land upon 
which thou liest I will give unto thee and thy seed. 


682. 

2 And behold I am with thee and will keep thee wherever thou goest, and I will multiply thy seed as 
the stars of Heaven, and I will cause all thine enemies to fall before thee; and when they shall make 
war with thee they shall not prevail over thee, and I will bring thee again unto this land with joy, 
with children, and with great riches. 

3 And Jacob awoke from his sleep and he rejoiced greatly at the vision which he had seen; and he 
called the name of that place Bethel. 


683. 

4 And Jacob rose up from that place quite rejoiced, and when he walked his feet felt light to him for 
joy, and he went from there to the land of the children of the East, and he returned to Haran and he 
set by the shepherd's well. 

5 And he there found some men; going from Haran to feed their flocks, and Jacob made inquiries 
of them, and they said, We are from Haran. 

6 And he said unto them. Do you know Laban, the son of Nahor? and they said, We know him, and 
behold his daughter Rachel is coming along to feed her father's flock. 

684. 

7 Whilst he was yet speaking with them, Rachel the daughter of Laban came to feed her father's 
sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 

8 And when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of Laban, his mother's brother, he ran and kissed her, 
and lifted up his voice and wept. 


685. 

9 And Jacob told Rachel that he was the son of Rebecca, her father's sister, and Rachel ran and told 
her father, and Jacob continued to cry because he had nothing with him to bring to the house of 
Laban. 

10 And when Laban heard that his sister's son Jacob had come, he ran and kissed him and 
embraced him and brought him into the house and gave him bread, and he ate. 

686 . 

11 And Jacob related to Laban what his brother Esau had done to him, and what his son Eliphaz 
had done to him in the road. 

12 And Jacob resided in Laban's house for one month, and Jacob ate and drank in the house of 
Laban, and afterward Laban said unto Jacob, Tell me what shall be thy wages, for how canst thou 
serve me for nought? 


687. 

13 And Laban had no sons but only daughters, and his other wives and handmaids were still barren 
in those days; and these are the names of Laban's daughters which his wife Adinah had borne unto 
him; the name of the elder was Leah and the name of the younger was Rachel; 

and Leah was tender-eyed, but Rachel was beautiful and well favored, and Jacob loved her. 

14 And Jacob said unto Laban, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter; and 
Laban consented to this and Jacob served Laban seven years for his daughter Rachel. 
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688 . 

15 And in die second year of Jacob's dwelling in Haran, that is in the seventy ninth year of the life 
of Jacob, in that year died Eber the son of Shem, he was four hundred and sixty-four years old at 
his death. 

16 And when Jacob heard that Eber was dead he grieved exceedingly, and he lamented and 
mourned over him many days. 


689. 

17 And in the third year of Jacob's dwelling in Haran, Bosmath, the daughter of Ishmael, the wife 
of Esau, bare unto him a son, and Esau called his name Reuel. 

18 And in the fourth year of Jacob's residence in the house of Laban, the Lord visited Laban and 
remembered him on account of Jacob, and sons were bom unto him, and his first bom was Beor, 
his second was Alib, and the third was Chorash. 


690. 

19 And the Lord gave Laban riches and honor, sons and daughters, and the man increased greatly 
on account of Jacob. 

20 And Jacob in those days served Laban in all manner of work, in the house and in the field, and 
the blessing of the Lord was in all that belonged to Laban in the house and in the field. 

691. 

21 And in the fifth year died Jehudith, the daughter of Beeri, the wife of Esau, in the land of 
Canaan, and she had no sons but daughters only. 

22 And these are the names of her daughters which she bare to Esau, the name of the elder was 
Marzith, and the name of the younger was Puith. 

23 And when Jehudith died, Esau rose up and went to Seir to hunt in the field, as usual, and Esau 
dwelt in the land of Seir for a long time. 


692. 

24 And in the sixth year Esau took for a wife, in addition to his other wives, Ahlibamah, the 
daughter of Zebeon the Hivite, and Esau brought her to the land of Canaan. 

25 And Ahlibamah conceived and bare unto Esau three sons, Yeush, Yaalan, and Korah. 

693. 

26 And in those days, in the land of Canaan, there was a quarrel between the herdsmen of Esau and 
the herdsmen of the inhabitants of the land of Canaan, for Esau's cattle and goods were too 
abundant for him to remain in the land of Canaan, in his father's house, and the land of Canaan 
could not bear him on account of his cattle. 


694. 

27 And when Esau saw that his quarreling increased with the inhabitants of the land of Canaan, he 
rose up and took his wives and his sons and his daughters, and all belonging to him, and the cattle 
which he possessed, and all his property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan, and he went 
away from the inhabitants of the land to the land of Seir, and Esau and all belonging to him dwelt 
in the land of Seir. 


695. 

28 But from time to time Esau would go and see his father and mother in the land of Canaan, and 
Esau intermarried with the Horites, and he gave his daughters to the sons of Seir, the Horite. 

29 And he gave his elder daughter Marzith to Anah, the son of Zebeon, his wife's brother, and Puith 
he gave to Azar, the son of Bilhan the Horite; and Esau dwelt in the mountain, he and his children, 
and they were fruitful and multiplied. 
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JASHER 31 


696. 

1 And in the seventh year, Jacob's service which he served Laban was completed, and Jacob said 
unto Laban, Give me my wife, for the days of my service are fulfilled; and Laban did so, and 
Laban and Jacob assembled all the people of that place and they made a feast. 

2 And in the evening Laban came to the house, and afterward Jacob came there with the people of 
the feast, and Laban extinguished all the lights that were there in the house. 

697. 

3 And Jacob said unto Laban, Wherefore dost thou do this thing unto us? and Laban answered, 
Such is our custom to act in this land. 

4 And afterward Laban took his daughter Leah, and he brought her to Jacob, and he came to her 
and Jacob did not know that she was Leah. 


698. 

5 And Laban gave his daughter Leah his maid Zilpah for a handmaid. 

6 And all the people at the feast knew what Laban had done to Jacob, but they did not tell the thing 
to Jacob. 


699. 

7 And all the neighbors came that night to Jacob's house, and they ate and drank and rejoiced, and 
played before Leah upon timbrels, and with dances, and they responded before Jacob, Heleah, 
Heleah. 

8 And Jacob heard their words but did not understand their meaning, but he thought such might be 
their custom in this land. 

9 And the neighbors spoke these words before Jacob during the night, and all the lights that were in 
the house Laban had that night extinguished. 


700. 

10 And in the morning, when daylight appeared, Jacob turned to his wife and he saw, and behold it 
was Leah that had been lying in his bosom, and Jacob said, Behold now I know what the neighbors 
said last night, Heleah, they said, and I knew it not. 

11 And Jacob called unto Laban, and said unto him, What is this that thou didst unto me? Surely I 
served thee for Rachel, and why didst thou deceive me and didst give me Leah? 

701. 

12 And Laban answered Jacob, saying, Not so is it done in our place to give the younger before the 
elder now therefore if thou desirest to take her sister likewise, take her unto thee for the service 
which thou wilt serve me for another seven years. 

13 And Jacob did so, and he also took Rachel for a wife, and he served Laban seven years more, 
and Jacob also came to Rachel, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, and Laban gave her his maid 
Bilhah for a handmaid. 


702. 

14 And when the Lord saw that Leah was hated, the Lord opened her womb, and she conceived and 
bare Jacob four sons in those days. 

15 And these are their names, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, and she afterward left bearing. 

703. 

16 And at that time Rachel was barren, and she had no offspring, and Rachel envied her sister 
Leah, and when Rachel saw that she bare no children to Jacob, she took her handmaid Bilhah, and 
she bare Jacob two sons, Dan and Naphtali. 


704. 

17 And when Leah saw that she had left bearing, she also took her handmaid Zilpah, and she gave 
her to Jacob for a wife, and Jacob also came to Zilpah, and she also bare Jacob two sons, Gad and 
Asher. 
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18 And Leah again conceived and bare Jacob in those days two sons and one daughter, and these 
are their names, Issachar, Zebulon, and their sister Dinah. 


705. 

19 And Rachel was still barren in those days, and Rachel prayed unto the Lord at that time, and she 
said, O Lord God remember me and visit me, I beseech thee, for now my husband will cast me off, 
for I have borne him no children. 

20 Now O Lord God, hear my supplication before thee, and see my affliction, and give me children 
like one of the handmaids, that I may no more bear my reproach. 

706. 

21 And God heard her and opened her womb, and Rachel conceived and bare a son, and she said, 
The Lord has taken away my reproach, and she called his name Joseph, saying, May the Lord add 
to me another son; and Jacob was ninety-one years old when she bare him. 

707. 

22 At that time Jacob's mother, Rebecca, sent her nurse Deborah the daughter of Uz, and two of 
Isaac's servants unto Jacob. 

23 And they came to Jacob to Haran and they said unto him, Rebecca has sent us to thee that thou 
shalt return to thy father's house to the land of Canaan; and Jacob hearkened unto them in this 
which his mother had spoken. 


708. 

24 At that time, the other seven years which Jacob served Laban for Rachel were completed, and it 
was at the end of fourteen years that he had dwelt in Haran that Jacob said unto Laban, give me my 
wives and send me away, that I may go to my land, for behold my mother did send unto me from 
the land at Canaan that I should return to my father's house. 

25 And Laban said unto him, Not so I pray thee; if I have found favor in thy sight do not leave me; 
appoint me thy wages and I will give them, and remain with me. 

709. 

26 And Jacob said unto him, This is what thou shalt give me for wages, that I shall this day pass 
through all thy flock and take away from them every lamb that is speckled and spotted and such as 
are brown amongst the sheep, and amongst the goats, and if thou wilt do this thing for me I will 
return and feed thy flock and keep them as at first. 

27 And Laban did so, and Laban removed from his flock all that Jacob had said and gave them to 
him. 


710. 

28 And Jacob placed all that he had removed from Laban's flock in the hands of his sons, and Jacob 
was feeding the remainder of Laban's flock. 

29 And when the servants of Isaac which he had sent unto Jacob saw that Jacob would not then 
return with them to the land of Canaan to his father, they then went away from him, and they 
returned home to the land of Canaan. 

31:30 And Deborah remained with Jacob in Haran, and she did not return with the servants of Isaac 
to the land of Canaan, and Deborah resided with Jacob's wives and children in Haran. 
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711. 


JASHER 31:31 - 31:77 


31:31 And Jacob served Laban six years longer, and when the sheep brought forth, Jacob removed 
from them such as were speckled and spotted, as he had determined with Laban, and Jacob did so 
at Laban's for six years, and the man increased abundantly and he had cattle and maid servants and 
men servants, camels, and asses. 

32 And Jacob had two hundred drove of cattle, and his cattle were of large size and of beautiful 
appearance and were very productive, and all the families of the sons of men desired to get some of 
the cattle of Jacob, for they were exceedingly prosperous. 


712. 

33 And many of the sons of men came to procure some of Jacob's flock, and Jacob gave them a 
sheep for a man servant or a maid servant or for an ass or a camel, or whatever Jacob desired from 
them they gave him. 

34 And Jacob obtained riches and honor and possessions by means of these transactions with the 
sons of men, and the children of Laban envied him of this honor. 


713. 

35 And in the course of time he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob has taken away all 
that was our father's, and of that which was our father's has he acquired all this glory. 

36 And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban and of his children, and behold it was not toward 
him in those days as it had been before. 


714. 

37 And the Lord appeared to Jacob at the expiration of the six years, and said unto him, Arise, go 
forth out of this land, and return to the land of thy birthplace and I will be with thee. 

38 And Jacob rose up at that time and he mounted his children and wives and all belonging to him 
upon camels, and he went forth to go to the land of Canaan to his father Isaac. 

39 And Laban did not know that Jacob had gone from him, for Laban had been that day sheep¬ 
shearing. 


715. 

40 And Rachel stole her father's images, and she took them and she concealed them upon the camel 
upon which she sat, and she went on. 

41 And this is the manner of the images; in taking a man who is the first born and slaying him and 
taking the hair off his head, and taking salt and salting the head and anointing it in oil, then taking a 
small tablet of copper or a tablet of gold and writing the name upon it, and placing the tablet under 
his tongue, and taking the head with the tablet under the tongue and putting it in the house, and 
lighting up lights before it and bowing down to it. 

716. 

42 And at the time when they bow down to it, it speaketh to them in all matters that they ask of it, 
through the power of the name which is written in it. 

43 And some make them in the figures of men, of gold and silver, and go to them in times known to 
them, and the figures receive the influence of the stars, and tell them future things, and in this 
manner were the images which Rachel stole from her father. 

717. 

44 And Rachel stole these images which were her father's, in order that Laban might not know 
through them where Jacob had gone. 

45 And Laban came home and he asked concerning Jacob and his household, and he was not to be 
found, and Laban sought his images to know where Jacob had gone, and could not find them, and 
he went to some other images, and he inquired of them and they told him that Jacob had fled from 
him to his father's, to the land of Canaan. 
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718. 

46 And Laban then rose up and he took his brothers and all his servants, and he went forth and 
pursued Jacob, and he overtook him in mount Gilead. 

47 And Laban said unto Jacob, What is this thou hast done to me to flee and deceive me, and lead 
my daughters and their children as captives taken by the sword? 

48 And thou didst not suffer me to kiss them and send them away with joy, and thou didst steal my 
gods and didst go away. 


719. 

49 And Jacob answered Laban, saying, Because I was afraid lest thou wouldst take thy daughters 
by force from me; and now with whomsoever thou findest thy gods he shall die. 

50 And Laban searched for the images and he examined in all Jacob's tents and furniture, but could 
not find them. 


720. 

51 And Laban said unto Jacob, We will make a covenant together and it shall be a testimony 
between me and thee; if thou shalt afflict my daughters, or shalt take other wives besides my 
daughters, even God shall be a witness between me and thee in this matter. 

52 And they took stones and made a heap, and Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and 
thee, therefore he called the name thereof Gilead. 

721. 

53 And Jacob and Laban offered sacrifice upon the mount, and they ate there by the heap, and they 
tarried in the mount all night, and Laban rose up early in the morning, and he wept with his 
daughters and he kissed them, and he returned unto his place. 

54 And he hastened and sent off his son Beor, who was seventeen years old, with Abichorof the son 
of Uz, the son of Nahor, and with them were ten men. 

722. 

55 And they hastened and went and passed on the road before Jacob, and they came by another 
road to the land of Seir. 

56 And they came unto Esau and said unto him, Thus saith thy brother and relative, thy mother's 
brother Laban, the son of Bethuel, saying, 


723. 

57 Hast thou heard what Jacob thy brother has done unto me, who first came to me naked and bare, 
and I went to meet him, and brought him to my house with honor, and I made him great, and I gave 
him my two daughters for wives and also two of my maids. 

58 And God blessed him on my account, and he increased abundantly, and had sons, daughters and 
maid servants. 


724. 

59 He has also an immense stock of flocks and herds, camels and asses, also silver and gold in 
abundance; and when he saw that his wealth increased, he left me whilst I went to shear my sheep, 
and he rose up and fled in secrecy. 

60 And he lifted his wives and children upon camels, and he led away all his cattle and property 
which he acquired in my land, and he lifted up his countenance to go to his father Isaac, to the land 
of Canaan. 


725. 

61 And he did not suffer me to kiss my daughters and their children, and he led my daughters as 
captives taken by the sword, and he also stole my gods and he fled. 

62 And now I have left him in the mountain of the brook of Jabuk, him and all belonging to him; he 
lacketh nothing. 
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726. 

63 If it be thy wish to go to him, go then and there wilt thou find him, and thou canst do unto him 
as thy soul desireth; 

and Laban's messengers came and told Esau all these things. 

64 And Esau heard all the words of Laban's messengers, and his anger was greatly kindled against 
Jacob, and he remembered his hatred, and his anger burned within him. 

727. 

65 And Esau hastened and took his children and servants and the souls of his household, being 
sixty men, and he went and assembled all the children of Seir the Horite and their people, being 
three hundred and forty men, and took all this number of four hundred men with drawn swords, and 
he went unto Jacob to smite him. 


728. 

66 And Esau divided this number into several parts, and he took the sixty men of his children and 
servants and the souls of his household as one head, and gave them in care of Eliphaz his eldest 
son. 

67 And the remaining heads he gave to the care of the six sons of Seir the Horite, and he placed 
every man over his generations and children. 

68 And the whole of this camp went as it was, and Esau went amongst them toward Jacob, and he 
conducted them with speed. 


729. 

69 And Laban's messengers departed from Esau and went to the land of Canaan, and they came to 
the house of Rebecca the mother of Jacob and Esau. 

70 And they told her saying, Behold thy son Esau has gone against his brother Jacob with four 
hundred men, for he heard that he was coming, and he is gone to make war with him, and to smite 
him and to take all that he has. 


730. 

71 And Rebecca hastened and sent seventy two men from the servants of Isaac to meet Jacob on 
the road; for she said, Peradventure, Esau may make war in the road when he meets him. 

72 And these messengers went on the road to meet Jacob, and they met him in the road of the brook 
on the opposite side of the brook Jabuk, 


731. 

and Jacob said when he saw them. 

This camp is destined to me from God, and Jacob called the name of that place Machnayim. 

73 And Jacob knew all his father's people, and he kissed them and embraced them and came with 
them, and Jacob asked them concerning his father and mother, and they said, They were well. 

732. 

74 And these messengers said unto Jacob, Rebecca thy mother has sent us to thee, saying, I have 
heard, my son, that thy brother Esau has gone forth against thee on the road with men from the 
children of Seir the Horite. 


733. 

75 And therefore, my son, hearken to my voice and see with thy counsel what thou wilt do, and 
when he cometh up to thee, supplicate him, and do not speak rashly to him, and give him a present 
from what thou possessest, and from what God has favored thee with. 

734. 

76 And when he asketh thee concerning thy affairs, conceal nothing from him, perhaps he may turn 
from his anger against thee and thou wilt thereby save thy soul, thou and all belonging to thee, for 
it is thy duty to honor him, for he is thy elder brother. 

735. 

77 And when Jacob heard the words of his mother which the messengers had spoken to him, Jacob 
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lifted up his voice and wept bitterly, and did as his mother then commanded him. 

The First Book ofJasher CHAPTER TWENTY SIX 

Divisions 736-760 


JASHER 32:1 - 32:39 


736. 

1 And at that time Jacob sent messengers to his brother Esau toward the land of Seir, and he spoke 
to him words of supplication. 

2 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye say to my lord, to Esau, Thus saith thy servant 
Jacob, 


Let not my lord imagine that my father's blessing with which he did bless me has proved beneficial 
to me. 


737. 

3 For I have been these twenty years with Laban, and he deceived me and changed my wages ten 
times, as it has all been already told unto my lord. 

4 And I served him in his house very laboriously, and God afterward saw my affliction, my labor 
and the work of my hands, and he caused me to find grace and favor in his sight. 

738. 

5 And I afterward through God's great mercy and kindness acquired oxen and asses and cattle, and 
men servants and maid servants. 

6 And now I am coming to my land and my home to my father and mother, who are in the land of 
Canaan; and I have sent to let my lord know all this in order to find favor in the sight of my lord, so 
that he may not imagine that I have of myself obtained wealth, or that the blessing with which my 
father blessed me has benefited me. 


739. 

7 And those messengers went to Esau, and found him on the borders of the land of Edom going 
toward Jacob, and four hundred men of the children of Seir the Horite were standing with drawn 
swords. 

8 And the messengers of Jacob told Esau all the words that Jacob had spoken to them concerning 
Esau. 


740. 

9 And Esau answered them with pride and contempt, and said unto them, 

Surely I have heard and truly it has been told unto me what Jacob has done to Laban, who exalted 
him in his house and gave him his daughters for wives, and he begat sons and daughters, and 
abundantly increased in wealth and riches in Laban's house through his means. 

741. 

10 And when he saw that his wealth was abundant and his riches great he fled with all belonging to 
him, from Laban's house, and he led Laban's daughters away from the face of their father, as 
captives taken by the sword without telling him of it. 

11 And not only to Laban has Jacob done thus but also unto me has he done so and has twice 
supplanted me, and shall I be silent? 


742. 

12 Now therefore I have this day come with my camps to meet him, and I will do unto him 
according to the desire of my heart. 

13 And the messengers returned and came to Jacob and said unto him, We came to thy brother, to 
Esau, and we told him all thy words, and thus has he answered us, and behold he cometh to meet 
thee with four hundred men. 
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743. 

14 Now then know and see what thou shalt do, and pray before God to deliver thee from him. 

15 And when he heard the words of his brother which he had spoken to the messengers of Jacob, 
Jacob was greatly afraid and he was distressed. 


744. 

16 And Jacob prayed to the Lord his God, and he said, 

O Lord God of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, 

thou didst say unto me when I went away from my father's house, saying, 

745. 

171 am the Lord God of thy father Abraham and the God of Isaac, 
unto thee do I give this land and thy seed after thee, 

and I will make thy seed as the stars of heaven, and thou shalt spread forth to the four sides of 
heaven, and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

746. 

18 And thou didst establish thy words, and didst give unto me riches and children and cattle, as the 
utmost wishes of my heart didst thou give unto thy servant; thou didst give unto me all that I asked 
from thee, so that I lacked nothing. 


747. 

19 And thou didst afterward say unto me, Return to thy parents and to thy birth place and I will still 
do well with thee. 

20 And now that I have come, and thou didst deliver me from Laban, I shall fall in the hands of 
Esau who will slay me, yea, together with the mothers of my children. 

748. 

21 Now therefore, O Lord God, deliver me, I pray thee, also from the hands of my brother Esau, 
for I am greatly afraid of him. 


749. 

22 And if there is no righteousness in me, do it for the sake of Abraham and my father Isaac. 

23 For I know that through kindness and mercy have I acquired this wealth; 

now therefore I beseech thee to deliver me this day with thy kindness and to answer me. 

750. 

24 And Jacob ceased praying to the Lord, and he divided the people that were with him with the 
flocks and cattle into two camps, 

and he gave the half to the care of Damesek, the son of Eliezer, Abraham's servant, for a camp, 
with his children, 

and the other half he gave to the care of his brother Elianus the son of Eliezer, to be for a camp with 
his children. 


751. 

25 And he commanded them, saying, Keep yourselves at a distance with your camps, and do not 
come too near each other, and if Esau come to one camp and slay it, the other camp at a distance 
from it will escape him. 

26 And Jacob tarried there that night, and during the whole night he gave his servants instructions 
concerning the forces and his children. 


752. 

27 And the Lord heard the prayer of Jacob on that day, and the Lord then delivered Jacob from the 
hands of his brother Esau. 

28 And the Lord sent three angels of the angels of heaven, and they went before Esau and came to 
him. 
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753. 

29 And these angels appeared unto Esau and his people as two thousand men, riding upon horses 
furnished with all sorts of war instruments, and they appeared in the sight of Esau and all his men 
to be divided into four camps, with four chiefs to them. 

754. 

30 And one camp went on and they found Esau coming with four hundred men toward his brother 
Jacob, and this camp ran toward Esau and his people and terrified them, and Esau fell off the horse 
in alarm, and all his men separated from him in that place, for they were greatly afraid. 

31 And the whole of the camp shouted after them when they fled from Esau, and all the warlike 
men answered, saying, 

32 Surely we are the servants of Jacob, who is the servant of God, and who then can stand against 
us? 


755. 

And Esau said unto them, O then, my lord and brother Jacob is your lord, whom I have not seen for 
these twenty years, and now that I have this day come to see him, do you treat me in this manner? 

33 And the angels answered him saying, As the Lord liveth, were not Jacob of whom thou speaketh 
thy brother, we had not let one remaining from thee and thy people, but only on account of Jacob 
we will do nothing to them. 


756. 

34 And this camp passed from Esau and his men and it went away, 

and Esau and his men had gone from them about a league when the second camp came toward him 
with all sorts of weapons, and they also did unto Esau and his men as the first camp had done to 
them. 

35 And when they had left it to go on, behold the third camp came toward him and they were all 
terrified, and Esau fell off the horse, 

and the whole camp cried out, and said, Surely we are the servants of Jacob, who is the servant of 
God, and who can stand against us? 


757. 

36 And Esau again answered them saying, O then, Jacob my lord and your lord is my brother, and 
for twenty years I have not seen his countenance and hearing this day that he was coming, I went 
this day to meet him, and do you treat me in this manner? 

758. 

37 And they answered him, and said unto him, As the Lord liveth, were not Jacob thy brother as 
thou didst say, we had not left a remnant from thee and thy men, but on account of Jacob of whom 
thou speakest being thy brother, we will not meddle with thee or thy men. 

759. 

38 And the third camp also passed from them, and he still continued his road with his men toward 
Jacob, when the fourth camp came toward him, and they also did unto him and his men as the 
others had done. 


760. 

32:39 And when Esau beheld the evil which the four angels had done to him and to his men, he 
became greatly afraid of his brother Jacob, and he went to meet him in peace. 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY SEVEN 
Divisions 761-790 


761. 


JASHER 32:40 - 32:73 


32:40 And Esau concealed his hatred against Jacob, because he was afraid of his life on account of 
his brother Jacob, and because he imagined that the four camps that he had lighted upon were 
Jacob's servants. 


762. 

41 And Jacob tarried that night with his servants in their camps, and he resolved with his servants 
to give unto Esau a present from all that he had with him, and from all his property; and Jacob rose 
up in the morning, he and his men, and they chose from amongst the cattle a present for Esau. 

763. 

42 And this is the amount of the present which Jacob chose from his flock to give unto his brother 
Esau: and he selected two hundred and forty head from the flocks, and he selected from the camels 
and asses thirty each, and of the herds he chose fifty kine. 

764. 

43 And he put them all in ten droves, and he placed each sort by itself, and he delivered them into 
the hands of ten of his servants, each drove by itself. 

44 And he commanded them, and said unto them, Keep yourselves at a distance from each other, 
and put a space between the droves, 


765. 

And when Esau and those who are with him shall meet you and ask you, saying, Whose are you, 
and whither do you go, and to whom belongeth all this before you, you shall say unto them, We are 
the servants of Jacob, and we come to meet Esau in peace, and behold Jacob cometh behind us. 

45 And that which is before us is a present sent from Jacob to his brother Esau. 

766. 

46 And if they shall say unto you, Why doth he delay behind you, from coming to meet his brother 
and to see his face, then you shall say unto them, Surely he cometh joyfully behind us to meet his 
brother, for he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth to him, and after this I will see 
his face, peradventure he will accept of me. 


767. 

47 So the whole present passed on in the hands of his servants, and went before him on that day, 
and he lodged that night with his camps by the border of the brook of Jabuk, and he rose up in the 
midst of the night, and he took his wives and his maid servants, and all belonging to him, and he 
that night passed them over the ford Jabuk. 


768. 

48 And when he passed all belonging to him over the brook, Jacob was left by himself, and a man 
met him, and he wrestled with him that night until the breaking of the day, and the hollow of 
Jacob's thigh was out of joint through wrestling with him. 

769. 

49 And at the break of day the man left Jacob there, and he blessed him and went away, and Jacob 
passed the brook at the break of day, and he halted [limped] upon his thigh. 

770. 

50 And the sun rose upon him when he had passed the brook, and he came up to the place of his 
cattle and children. 

51 And they went on till midday, and whilst they were going the present was passing on before 
them. 
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111 . 

52 And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold Esau was at a distance, coming along with 
many men, about four hundred, and Jacob was greatly afraid of his brother. 

772. 

53 And Jacob hastened and divided his children unto his wives and his handmaids, 

and his daughter Dinah he put in a chest, and delivered her into the hands of his servants. 

54 And he passed before his children and wives to meet his brother, 

773. 

and he bowed down to the ground, yea he bowed down seven times until he approached his brother, 
and God caused Jacob to find grace and favor in the sight of Esau and his men, for God had heard 
the prayer of Jacob. 


774. 

55 And the fear of Jacob and his terror fell upon his brother Esau, for Esau was greatly afraid of 
Jacob for what the angels of God had done to Esau, and Esau's anger against Jacob was turned into 
kindness. 


775. 

56 And when Esau saw Jacob running toward him, he also ran toward him and he embraced him, 
and he fell upon his neck, and they kissed and they wept. 

776. 

57 And God put fear and kindness toward Jacob in the hearts of the men that came with Esau, and 
they also kissed Jacob and embraced him. 


777. 

58 And also Eliphaz, the son of Esau, with his four brothers, sons of Esau, wept with Jacob, and 
they kissed him and embraced him, for the fear of Jacob had fallen upon them all. 

778. 

59 And Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women with their offspring, the children of Jacob, 
walking behind Jacob and bowing along the road to Esau. 

779. 

60 And Esau said unto Jacob, Who are these with thee, my brother? are they thy children or thy 
servants? 

and Jacob answered Esau and said, They are my children which God hath graciously given to thy 
servant. 


780. 

61 And whilst Jacob was speaking to Esau and his men, Esau beheld the whole camp, and he said 
unto Jacob, Whence didst thou get the whole of the camp that I met yesternight? 

and Jacob said. To find favor in the sight of my lord, it is that which God graciously gave to thy 
servant. 

781. 

62 And the present came before Esau, and Jacob pressed Esau, saying, Take I pray thee the present 
that I have brought to my lord, 

and Esau said, Wherefore is this my purpose? keep that which thou hast unto thyself. 

782. 

63 And Jacob said, It is incumbent upon me to give all this, since I have seen thy face, that thou 
still livest in peace. 
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783. 

64 And Esau refused to take the present, and Jacob said unto him, I beseech thee my lord, if now I 
have found favor in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand, for I have therefore seen thy 
face, as though I had seen a god-like face, because thou wast pleased with me. 

784. 

65 And Esau took the present, and Jacob also gave unto Esau silver and gold and bdellium, for he 
pressed him so much that he took them. 


785. 

66 And Esau divided the cattle that were in the camp, and he gave the half to the men who had 
come with him, for they had come on hire, and the other half he delivered unto the hands of his 
children. 

67 And the silver and gold and bdellium he gave into the hands of Eliphaz his eldest son, 

786. 

and Esau said unto Jacob, Let us remain with thee, and we will go slowly along with thee until thou 
comest to my place with me, that we may dwell there together. 

787. 

68 And Jacob answered his brother and said, I would do as my lord speaketh unto me, but my lord 
knoweth that the children are tender, and the flocks and herds with their young who are with me, go 
but slowly, for if they went swiftly they would all die, for thou knowest their burdens and their 
fatigue. 

69 Therefore let my lord pass on before his servant, and I will go on slowly for the sake of the 
children and the flock, until I come to my lord's place to Seir. 

788. 

70 And Esau said unto Jacob, I will place with thee some of the people that are with me to take care 
of thee in the road, and to bear thy fatigue and burden, 

and he said, What needeth it my lord, if I may find grace in thy sight? 

789. 

71 Behold I will come unto thee to Seir to dwell there together as thou hast spoken, go thou then 
with thy people for I will follow thee. 

72 And Jacob said this to Esau in order to remove Esau and his men from him, so that Jacob might 
afterward go to his father's house to the land of Canaan. 

790. 

73 And Esau hearkened to the voice of Jacob, and Esau returned with the four hundred men that 
were with him on their road to Seir, and Jacob and all belonging to him went that day as far as the 
extremity of the land of Canaan in its borders, and he remained there some time. 
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The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT 

Divisions 791-820 


791. 


JASHER 33 


1 And in some time after Jacob went away from the borders of the land, and he came to the land of 
Shalem, that is the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, and he rested in front of the 
city. 

2 And he bought a parcel of the field which was there, from the children of Hamor the people of the 
land, for five shekels. 


792. 

3 And Jacob there built himself a house, and he pitched his tent there, and he made booths for his 
cattle, therefore he called the name of that place Succoth. 

4 And Jacob remained in Succoth a year and six months. 

793. 

5 At that time some of the women of the inhabitants of the land went to the city of Shechem to 
dance and rejoice with the daughters of the people of the city, and when they went forth then 
Rachel and Leah the wives of Jacob with their families also went to behold the rejoicing of the 
daughters of the city. 


794. 

6 And Dinah the daughter of Jacob also went along with them and saw the daughters of the city, 
and they remained there before these daughters whilst all the people of the city were standing by 
them to behold their rejoicings, and all the great people of the city were there. 

7 And Shechem the son of Hamor, the prince of the land was also standing there to see them. 

795. 

8 And Shechem beheld Dinah the daughter of Jacob sitting with her mother before the daughters of 
the city, and the damsel pleased him greatly, and he there asked his friends and his people, saying, 
Whose daughter is that sitting amongst the women, whom I do not know in this city? 

796. 

9 And they said unto him, Surely this is the daughter of Jacob the son of Isaac the Hebrew, who has 
dwelt in this city for some time, and when it was reported that the daughters of the land were going 
forth to rejoice she went with her mother and maid servants to sit amongst them as thou seest. 

797. 

10 And Shechem beheld Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and when he looked at her his soul became 
fixed upon Dinah. 

11 And he sent and had her taken by force, and Dinah came to the house of Shechem and he seized 
her forcibly and lay with her and humbled her, and he loved her exceedingly and placed her in his 
house. 


798. 

12 And they came and told the thing unto Jacob, and when Jacob heard that Shechem had defiled 
his daughter Dinah, Jacob sent twelve of his servants to fetch Dinah from the house of Shechem, 
and they went and came to the house of Shechem to take away Dinah from there. 

13 And when they came Shechem went out to them with his men and drove them from his house, 
and he would not suffer them to come before Dinah, but Shechem was sitting with Dinah kissing 
and embracing her before their eyes. 


799. 

14 And the servants of Jacob came back and told him, saying. When we came, he and his men 
drove us away, and thus did Shechem do unto Dinah before our eyes. 

15 And Jacob knew moreover that Shechem had defiled his daughter, but he said nothing, and his 
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sons were feeding his cattle in the field, and Jacob remained silent till their return. 

800. 

16 And before his sons came home Jacob sent two maidens from his servants' daughters to take 
care of Dinah in the house of Shechem, and to remain with her, and Shechem sent three of his 
friends to his father Hamor the son of Chiddekem, the son of Pered, saying, Get me this damsel for 
a wife. 


801. 

17 And Hamor the son of Chiddekem the Hivite came to the house of Shechem his son, and he sat 
before him, and Hamor said unto his son, Shechem, Is there then no woman amongst the daughters 
of thy people that thou wilt take an Hebrew woman who is not of thy people? 

18 And Shechem said to him, Her only must thou get for me, for she is delightful in my sight; 

802. 

and Hamor did according to the word of his son, for he was greatly beloved by him. 

19 And Hamor went forth to Jacob to commune with him concerning this matter, and when he had 
gone from the house of his son Shechem, before he came to Jacob to speak unto him, 

behold the sons of Jacob had come from the field, as soon as they heard the thing that Shechem the 
son of Hamor had done. 


803. 

20 And the men were very much grieved concerning their sister, and they all came home fired with 
anger, before the time of gathering in their cattle. 

21 And they came and sat before their father and they spoke unto him kindled with wrath, saying, 

Surely death is due to this man and to his household, because the Lord God of the whole earth 
commanded Noah and his children that man shall never rob, nor commit adultery; 

804. 

now behold Shechem has both ravaged and committed fornication with our sister, and not one of all 
the people of the city spoke a word to him. 

22 Surely thou knowest and understandest that the judgment of death is due to Shechem, and to his 
father, and to the whole city on account of the thing which he has done. 

805. 

23 And whilst they were speaking before their father in this matter, behold Hamor the father of 
Shechem came to speak to Jacob the words of his son concerning Dinah, and he sat before Jacob 
and before his sons. 

24 And Hamor spoke unto them, saying, 


806. 

The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter; 

I pray you give her unto him for a wife and intermarry with us; 

give us your daughters and we will give you our daughters, 

and you shall dwell with us in our land and we will be as one people in the land. 

807. 

25 For our land is very extensive, so dwell ye and trade therein and get possessions in it, and do 
therein as you desire, and no one shall prevent you by saying a word to you. 

26 And Hamor ceased speaking unto Jacob and his sons, and behold Shechem his son had come 
after him, and he sat before them. 
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808. 

27 And Shechem spoke before Jacob and his sons, saying, 

May I find favor in your sight that you will give me your daughter, 
and whatever you say unto me that will I do for her. 

28 Ask me for abundance of dowry and gift, and I will give it, 
and whatever you shall say unto me that will I do, 

and whoever he be that will rebel against your orders, he shall die; 

only give me the damsel for a wife. 


809. 

29 And Simeon and Levi answered Hamor and Shechem his son deceitfully, saying, 

All you have spoken unto us we will do for you. 

30 And behold our sister is in your house, but keep away from her until we send to our father Isaac 
concerning this matter, for we can do nothing without his consent. 

810. 

31 For he knoweth the ways of our father Abraham, 

and whatever he sayeth unto us we will tell you, we will conceal nothing from you. 

32 And Simeon and Levi spoke this unto Shechem and his father in order to find a pretext, and to 
seek counsel what was to be done to Shechem and to his city in this matter. 

811. 

33 And when Shechem and his father heard the words of Simeon and Levi, it seemed good in their 
sight, and Shechem and his father came forth to go home. 

34 And when they had gone, the sons of Jacob said unto their father, saying, 

Behold, we know that death is due to these wicked ones and to their city, because they transgressed 
that which God had commanded unto Noah and his children and his seed after them. 

812. 

35 And also because Shechem did this thing to our sister Dinah in defiling her, for such vileness 
shall never be done amongst us. 

36 Now therefore know and see what you will do, and seek counsel and pretext what is to be done 
to them, in order to kill all the inhabitants of this city. 

813. 

37 And Simeon said to them, Here is a proper advice for you: tell them to circumcise every male 
amongst them as we are circumcised, and if they do not wish to do this, we shall take our daughter 
from them and go away. 

38 And if they consent to do this and will do it, then when they are sunk down with pain, we will 
attack them with our swords, as upon one who is quiet and peaceable, and we will slay every male 
person amongst them. 


814. 

39 And Simeon's advice pleased them, and Simeon and Levi resolved to do unto them as it was 
proposed. 

40 And on the next morning Shechem and Hamor his father came again unto Jacob and his sons, to 
speak concerning Dinah, and to hear what answer the sons of Jacob would give to their words. 

815. 

41 And the sons of Jacob spoke deceitfully to them, saying, We told our father Isaac all your words, 
and your words pleased him. 

42 But he spoke unto us, saying, Thus did Abraham his father command him from God the Lord of 
the whole earth, that any man who is not of his descendants that should wish to take one of his 
daughters, shall cause every male belonging to him to be circumcised, as we are circumcised, and 
then we may give him our daughter for a wife. 
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816. 

43 Now we have made known to you all our ways that our father spoke unto us, for we cannot do 
this of which you spoke unto us, to give our daughter to an uncircumcised man, for it is a disgrace 
to us. 

44 But herein will we consent to you, to give you our daughter, and we will also take unto 
ourselves your daughters, and will dwell amongst you and be one people as you have spoken, if 
you will hearken to us, and consent to be like us, to circumcise every male belonging to you, as we 
are circumcised. 

45 And if you will not hearken unto us, to have every male circumcised as we are circumcised, as 
we have commanded, then we will come to you, and take our daughter from you and go away. 

817. 

46 And Shechem and his father Hamor heard the words of the sons of Jacob, and the thing pleased 
them exceedingly, and Shechem and his father Hamor hastened to do the wishes of the sons of 
Jacob, for Shechem was very fond of Dinah, and his soul was riveted to her. 

47 And Shechem and his father Hamor hastened to the gate of the city, and they assembled all the 
men of their city and spoke unto them the words of the sons of Jacob, saying, 

818. 

48 We came to these men, the sons of Jacob, and we spoke unto them concerning their daughter, 
and these men will consent to do according to our wishes, and behold our land is of great extent for 
them, and they will dwell in it, and trade in it, and we shall be one people; we will take their 
daughters, and our daughters we will give unto them for wives. 

49 But only on this condition will these men consent to do this thing, that every male amongst us 
be circumcised as they are circumcised, as their God commanded them, and when we shall have 
done according to their instructions to be circumcised, then will they dwell amongst us, together 
with their cattle and possessions, and we shall be as one people with them. 

819. 

50 And when all the men of the city heard the words of Shechem and his father Hamor, then all the 
men of their city were agreeable to this proposal, and they obeyed to be circumcised, for Shechem 
and his father Hamor were greatly esteemed by them, being the princes of the land. 

51 And on the next day, Shechem and Hamor his father rose up early in the morning, and they 
assembled all the men of their city into the middle of the city, and they called for the sons of Jacob, 
who circumcised every male belonging to them on that day and the next. 

820. 

52 And they circumcised Shechem and Hamor his father, and the five brothers of Shechem, and 
then every one rose up and went home, for this thing was from the Lord against the city of 
Shechem, and from the Lord was Simeon's counsel in this matter, in order that the Lord might 
deliver the city of Shechem into the hands of Jacob's two sons. 
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821. 


JASHER 34:1 - 34:48 


1 And the number of all the males that were circumcised, were six hundred and forty-five men, and 
two hundred and forty-six children. 

2 But Chiddekem, son of Pered, the father of Hamor, and his six brothers, would not listen unto 
Shechem and his father Hamor, and they would not be circumcised, for the proposal of the sons of 
Jacob was loathsome in their sight, and their anger was greatly roused at this, that the people of the 
city had not hearkened to them. 


822. 

3 And in the evening of the second day, they found eight small children who had not been 
circumcised, for their mothers had concealed them from Shechem and his father Hamor, and from 
the men of the city. 

4 And Shechem and his father Hamor sent to have them brought before them to be circumcised, 
when Chiddekem and his six brothers sprang at them with their swords, and sought to slay them. 

823. 

5 And they sought to slay also Shechem and his father Hamor and they sought to slay Dinah with 
them on account of this matter. 

6 And they said unto them. What is this thing that you have done? are there no women amongst the 
daughters of your brethren the Canaanites, that you wish to take unto yourselves daughters of the 
Hebrews, whom ye knew not before, and will do this act which your fathers never commanded 
you? 


824. 

7 Do you imagine that you will succeed through this act which you have done? and what will you 
answer in this affair to your brethren the Canaanites, who will come tomorrow and ask you 
concerning this thing? 

8 And if your act shall not appear just and good in their sight, what will you do for your lives, and 
me for our lives, in your not having hearkened to our voices? 

825. 

9 And if the inhabitants of the land and all your brethren the children of Ham, shall hear of your 
act, saying, 

10 On account of a Hebrew woman did Shechem and Hamor his father, and all the inhabitants of 
their city, do that with which they had been unacquainted and which their ancestors never 
commanded them, where then will you fly or where conceal your shame, all your days before your 
brethren, the inhabitants of the land of Canaan? 


826. 

11 Now therefore we cannot bear up against this thing which you have done, neither can we be 
burdened with this yoke upon us, which our ancestors did not command us. 

12 Behold tomorrow we will go and assemble all our brethren, the Canaanitish brethren who dwell 
in the land, and we will all come and smite you and all those who trust in you, that there shall not 
be a remnant left from you or them. 


827. 

13 And when Hamor and his son Shechem and all the people of the city heard the words of 
Chiddekem and his brothers, they were terribly afraid of their lives at their words, and they 
repented of what they had done. 

14 And Shechem and his father Hamor answered their father Chiddekem and his brethren, and they 
said unto them, All the words which you spoke unto us are true. 
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828. 

15 Now do not say, nor imagine in your hearts that on account of the love of the Hebrews we did 
this thing that our ancestors did not command us. 

16 But because we saw that it was not their intention and desire to accede to our wishes concerning 
their daughter as to our taking her, except on this condition, so we hearkened to their voices and did 
this act which you saw, in order to obtain our desire from them. 

829. 

17 And when we shall have obtained our request from them, we will then return to them and do 
unto them that which you say unto us. 

18 We beseech you then to wait and tarry until our flesh shall be healed and we again become 
strong, and we will then go together against them, and do unto them that which is in your hearts 
and in ours. 


830. 

19 And Dinah the daughter of Jacob heard all these words which Chiddekem and his brothers had 
spoken, and what Hamor and his son Shechem and the people of their city had answered them. 

20 And she hastened and sent one of her maidens, that her father had sent to take care of her in the 
house of Shechem, to Jacob her father and to her brethren, saying: 

21 Thus did Chiddekem and his brothers advise concerning you, and thus did Hamor and Shechem 
and the people of the city answer them. 


831. 

22 And when Jacob heard these words he was filled with wrath, and he was indignant at them, and 
his anger was kindled against them. 

23 And Simeon and Levi swore and said, As the Lord liveth, the God of the whole earth, by this 
time tomorrow, there shall not be a remnant left in the whole city. 

832. 

24 And twenty young men had concealed themselves who were not circumcised, and these young 
men fought against Simeon and Levi, and Simeon and Levi killed eighteen of them, and two fled 
from them and escaped to some lime pits that were in the city, and Simeon and Levi sought for 
them, but could not find them. 


833. 

25 And Simeon and Levi continued to go about in the city, and they killed all the people of the city 
at the edge of the sword, and they left none remaining. 

26 And there was a great consternation in the midst of the city, and the cry of the people of the city 
ascended to heaven, and all the women and children cried aloud. 

834. 

27 And Simeon and Levi slew all the city; they left not a male remaining in the whole city. 

28 And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son at the edge of the sword, and they brought away 
Dinah from the house of Shechem and they went from there. 

29 And the sons of Jacob went and returned, and came upon the slain, and spoiled all their property 
which was in the city and the field. 


835. 

30 And whilst they were taking the spoil, three hundred men stood up and threw dust at them and 
struck them with stones, when Simeon turned to them and he slew them all with the edge of the 
sword, and Simeon turned before Levi, and came into the city. 

31 And they took away their sheep and their oxen and their cattle, and also the remainder of the 
women and little ones, and they led all these away, and they opened a gate and went out and came 
unto their father Jacob with vigor. 
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836. 

32 And when Jacob saw all that they had done to the city, and saw the spoil that they took from 
them, Jacob was very angry at them, and Jacob said unto them. What is this that you have done to 
me? behold I obtained rest amongst the Canaanitish inhabitants of the land, and none of them 
meddled with me. 

33 And now you have done to make me obnoxious to the inhabitants of the land, amongst the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites, and I am but of a small number, and they will all assemble against 
me and slay me when they hear of your work with their brethren, and I and my household will be 
destroyed. 


837. 

34 And Simeon and Levi and all their brothers with them answered their father Jacob and said unto 
him. Behold we live in the land, and shall Shechem do this to our sister? why art thou silent at all 
that Shechem has done? and shall he deal with our sister as with a harlot in the streets? 

35 And the number of women whom Simeon and Levi took captives from the city of Shechem, 
whom they did not slay, was eighty-five who had not known man. 

838. 

36 And amongst them was a young damsel of beautiful appearance and well favored, whose name 
was Bunah, and Simeon took her for a wife, and the number of the males which they took captives 
and did not slay, was forty-seven men, and the rest they slew. 

37 And all the young men and women that Simeon and Levi had taken captives from the city of 
Shechem, were servants to the sons of Jacob and to their children after them, until the day of the 
sons of Jacob going forth from the land of Egypt. 

839. 

38 And when Simeon and Levi had gone forth from the city, the two young men that were left, who 
had concealed themselves in the city, and did not die amongst the people of the city, rose up, and 
these young men went into the city and walked about in it, and found the city desolate without 
man, and only women weeping, and these young men cried out and said, Behold, this is the evil 
which the sons of Jacob the Hebrew did to this city in their having this day destroyed one of the 
Canaanitish cities, and were not afraid of their lives of all the land of Canaan. 

39 And these men left the city and went to the city of Tapnach, and they came there and told the 
inhabitants of Tapnach all that had befallen them, and all that the sons of Jacob had done to the city 
of Shechem. 


840. 

40 And the information reached Jashub king of Tapnach, and he sent men to the city of Shechem to 
see those young men, for the king did not believe them in this account, saying, How could two men 
lay waste such a large town as Shechem? 

41 And the messengers of Jashub came back and told him, saying, We came unto the city, and it is 
destroyed, there is not a man there; only weeping women; neither is any flock or cattle there, for all 
that was in the city the sons of Jacob took away. 


841. 

42 And Jashub wondered at this, saying, How could two men do this thing, to destroy so large a 
city, and not one man able to stand against them? 

43 For the like has not been from the days of Nimrod, and not even from the remotest time, has the 
like taken place; 


842. 

and Jashub, king of Tapnach, said to his people, 

Be courageous and we will go and fight against these Hebrews, and do unto them as they did unto 
the city, and we will avenge the cause of the people of the city. 
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843. 

44 And Jashub, king of Tapnach, consulted with his counsellors about this matter, and his advisers 
said unto him, 

Alone thou wilt not prevail over the Hebrews, for they must be powerful to do this work to the 
whole city. 


844. 

45 If two of them laid waste the whole city, and no one stood against them, surely if thou wilt go 
against them, they will all rise against us and destroy us likewise. 

46 But if thou wilt send to all the kings that surround us, and let them come together, then we will 
go with them and fight against the sons of Jacob; then wilt thou prevail against them. 

845. 

47 And Jashub heard the words of his counsellors, and their words pleased him and his people, and 
he did so; 

and Jashub king of Tapnach sent to all the kings of the Amorites that surrounded Shechem and 
Tapnach, saying, 

48 Go up with me and assist me, and we will smite Jacob the Hebrew and all his sons, and destroy 
them from the earth, for thus did he do to the city of Shechem, and do you not know of it? 
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Divisions 846-875 


846. 


JASHER 34:49 - 35 


49 And all the kings of the Amorites heard the evil that the sons of Jacob had done to the city of 
Shechem, and they were greatly astonished at them. 


847. 

50 And the seven kings of the Amorites assembled with all their armies, about ten thousand men 
with drawn swords, and they came to fight against the sons of Jacob; 

and Jacob heard that the kings of the Amorites had assembled to fight against his sons, and Jacob 
was greatly afraid, and it distressed him. 


848. 

51 And Jacob exclaimed against Simeon and Levi, saying, What is this act that you did? why have 
you injured me, to bring against me all the children of Canaan to destroy me and my household? 
for I was at rest, even I and my household, and you have done this thing to me, and provoked the 
inhabitants of the land against me by your proceedings. 

849. 

52 And Judah answered his father, saying, Was it for naught my brothers Simeon and Levi killed all 
the inhabitants of Shechem? 

Surely it was because Shechem had humbled our sister, and transgressed the command of our God 
to Noah and his children, for Shechem took our sister away by force, and committed adultery with 
her. 


850. 

53 And Shechem did all this evil and not one of the inhabitants of his city interfered with him, to 
say, Why wilt thou do this? surely for this my brothers went and smote the city, and the Lord 
delivered it into their hands, because its inhabitants had transgressed the commands of our God. Is 
it then for naught that they have done all this? 

54 And now why art thou afraid or distressed, and why art thou displeased at my brothers, and why 
is thine anger kindled against them? 
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851. 

55 Surely our God who delivered into their hand the city of Shechem and its people, he will also 
deliver into our hands all the Canaanitish kings who are coming against us, and we will do unto 
them as my brothers did unto Shechem. 

56 Now be tranquil about them and cast away thy fears, but trust in the Lord our God, and pray 
unto him to assist us and deliver us, and deliver our enemies into our hands. 

852. 

57 And Judah called to one of his father's servants, Go now and see where those kings, who are 
coming against us, are situated with their armies. 

58 And the servant went and looked far off, and went up opposite Mount Sihon, and saw all the 
camps of the kings standing in the fields, and he returned to Judah and said, Behold the kings are 
situated in the field with all their camps, a people exceedingly numerous, like unto the sand upon 
the sea shore. 


853. 

59 And Judah said unto Simeon and Levi, and unto all his brothers, Strengthen yourselves and be 
sons of valor, for the Lord our God is with us, do not fear them. 

60 Stand forth each man, girt with his weapons of war, his bow and his sword, and we will go and 
fight against these uncircumcised men; the Lord is our God, He will save us. 

854. 

61 And they rose up, and each girt on his weapons of war, great and small, eleven sons of Jacob, 
and all the servants of Jacob with them. 

62 And all the servants of Isaac who were with Isaac in Hebron, all came to them equipped in all 
sorts of war instruments, and the sons of Jacob and their servants, being one hundred and twelve 
men, went towards these kings, and Jacob also went with them. 

855. 

63 And the sons of Jacob sent unto their father Isaac the son of Abraham to Hebron, the same is 
Kireath-arba, saying, 

64 Pray we beseech thee for us unto the Lord our God, to protect us from the hands of the 
Canaanites who are coming against us, and to deliver them into our hands. 

856. 

65 And Isaac the son of Abraham prayed unto the Lord for his sons, and he said, 

O Lord God, thou didst promise my father, saying, I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, 
and thou didst also promise me, 

and establish thou thy word, now that the kings of Canaan are coming together, to make war with 
my children because they committed no violence. 

857. 

66 Now therefore, O Lord God, God of the whole earth, pervert, I pray thee, the counsel of these 
kings that they may not fight against my sons. 

67 And impress the hearts of these kings and their people with the terror of my sons and bring 
down their pride, and that they may turn away from my sons. 

858. 

68 And with thy strong hand and outstretched arm deliver my sons and their servants from them, 
for power and might are in thy hands to do all this. 

69 And the sons of Jacob and their servants went toward these kings, and they trusted in the Lord 
their God, and whilst they were going, Jacob their father also prayed unto the Lord and said, 
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859 . 

O Lord God, powerful and exalted God, who has reigned from days of old, from thence till now 
and forever; 

70 Thou art He who stirreth up wars and causeth them to cease, in thy hand are power and might to 
exalt and to bring down; 


860. 

O may my prayer be acceptable before thee that thou mayest turn to me with thy mercies, 

to impress the hearts of these kings and their people with the terror of my sons, 

and terrify them and their camps, and with thy great kindness deliver all those that trust in thee, 

for it is thou who canst bring people under us and reduce nations under our power. 


861. 


JASHER 35 


1 And all the kings of the Amorites came and took their stand in the field to consult with their 
counsellors what was to be done with the sons of Jacob, for they were still afraid of them, saying, 
Behold, two of them slew the whole of the city of Shechem. 


862. 

2 And the Lord heard the prayers of Isaac and Jacob, and he filled the hearts of all these kings' 
advisers with great fear and terror that they unanimously exclaimed, 


3 Are you silly this day, or is there no understanding in you, that you will fight with the Hebrews, 
and why will you take a delight in your own destruction this day? 

863. 

4 Behold two of them came to the city of Shechem without fear or terror, and they killed all the 
inhabitants of the city, that no man stood up against them, and how will you be able to fight with 
them all? 

5 Surely you know that their God is exceedingly fond of them, and has done mighty things for 
them, such as have not been done from days of old, and amongst all the gods of nations, there is 
none can do like unto his mighty deeds. 


864. 

6 Surely he delivered their father Abraham, the Hebrew, from the hand of Nimrod, and from the 
hand of all his people who had many times sought to slay him. 

7 He delivered him also from the fire in which king Nimrod had cast him, and his God delivered 
him from it. 

8 And who else can do the like? 


865. 

surely it was Abraham who slew the five kings of Elam, when they had touched his brother's son 
who in those days dwelt in Sodom. 

9 And took his servant that was faithful in his house and a few of his men, and they pursued the 
kings of Elam in one night and killed them, and restored to his brother's son all his property which 
they had taken from him. 


866 . 

10 And surely you know the God of these Hebrews is much delighted with them, and they are also 
delighted with him, for they know that he delivered them from all their enemies. 

867. 

11 And behold through his love toward his God, Abraham took his only and precious son and 
intended to bring him up as a burnt offering to his God, and had it not been for God who prevented 
him from doing this, he would then have done it through his love to his God. 

12 And God saw all his works, and swore unto him, and promised him that he would deliver his 
sons and all his seed from every trouble that would befall them, because he had done this thing, and 
through his love to his God stifled his compassion for his child. 
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868. 

13 And have you not heard what their God did to Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to Abimelech king of 
Gerar, through taking Abraham's wife, who said of her, She is my sister, lest they might slay him on 
account of her, and think of taking her for a wife? 

and God did unto them and their people all that you heard of. 

869. 

14 And behold, we ourselves saw with our eyes that Esau, the brother of Jacob, came to him with 
four hundred men, with the intention of slaying him, for he called to mind that he had taken away 
from him his father's blessing. 

15 And he went to meet him when he came from Syria, to smite the mother with the children, and 
who delivered him from his hands but his God in whom he trusted? 

he delivered him from the hand of his brother and also from the hands of his enemies, and surely he 
again will protect them. 


870. 

16 Who does not know that it was their God who inspired them with strength to do to the town of 
Shechem the evil which you heard of? 

17 Could it then be with their own strength that two men could destroy such a large city as 
Shechem had it not been for their God in whom they trusted? 

he said and did unto them all this to slay the inhabitants of the city in their city. 

871. 

18 And can you then prevail over them who have come forth together from your city to fight with 
the whole of them, even if a thousand times as many more should come to your assistance? 

19 Surely you know and understand that you do not come to fight with them, but you come to war 
with their God who made choice of them, and you have therefore all come this day to be destroyed. 

872. 

20 Now therefore refrain from this evil which you are endeavoring to bring upon yourselves, and it 
will be better for you not to go to battle with them, although they are but few in numbers, because 
their God is with them. 


873. 

21 And when the kings of the Amorites heard all the words of their advisers, their hearts were filled 
with terror, and they were afraid of the sons of Jacob and would not fight against them. 

22 And they inclined their ears to the words of their advisers, and they listened to all their words, 
and the words of the counsellors greatly pleased the kings, and they did so. 

874. 

23 And the kings turned and refrained from the sons of Jacob, for they durst not approach them to 
make war with them, for they were greatly afraid of them, and their hearts melted within them from 
their fear of them. 

24 For this proceeded from the Lord to them, for he heard the prayers of his servants Isaac and 
Jacob, for they trusted in him; 


875. 

and all these kings returned with their camps on that day, each to his own city, and they did not at 
that time fight with the sons of Jacob. 

25 And the sons of Jacob kept their station that day till evening opposite mount Sihon, and seeing 
that these kings did not come to fight against them, the sons of Jacob returned home. 
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876. 


JASHER 36 


1 At that time the Lord appeared unto Jacob saying. Arise, go to Bethel and remain there, and make 
there an altar to the Lord who appeareth unto thee, who delivered thee and thy sons from affliction. 

2 And Jacob rose up with his sons and all belonging to him, and they went and came to Bethel 
according to the word of the Lord. 


877. 

3 And Jacob was ninety-nine years old when he went up to Bethel, and Jacob and his sons and all 
the people that were with him, remained in Bethel in Luz, and he there built an altar to the Lord 
who appeared unto him, and Jacob and his sons remained in Bethel six months. 

4 At that time died Deborah the daughter of Uz, the nurse of Rebecca, who had been with Jacob; 
and Jacob buried her beneath Bethel under an oak that was there. 

878. 

5 And Rebecca the daughter of Bethuel, the mother of Jacob, also died at that time in Hebron, the 
same is Kireath-arba, and she was buried in the cave of Machpelah which Abraham had bought 
from the children of Heth. 

6 And the life of Rebecca was one hundred and thirty-three years, and she died and when Jacob 
heard that his mother Rebecca was dead he wept bitterly for his mother, and made a great mourning 
for her, and for Deborah her nurse beneath the oak, and he called the name of that place Allon- 
bachuth. 


879. 

7 And Laban the Syrian died in those days, for God smote him because he transgressed the 
covenant that existed between him and Jacob. 

8 And Jacob was a hundred years old when the Lord appeared unto him, and blessed him and called 
his name Israel, and Rachel the wife of Jacob conceived in those days. 

880. 

9 And at that time Jacob and all belonging to him journeyed from Bethel to go to his father's house, 
to Hebron. 

10 And whilst they were going on the road, and there was yet but a little way to come to Ephrath, 
Rachel bare a son and she had hard labor and she died. 

11 And Jacob buried her in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem, and he set a pillar upon her 
grave, which is there unto this day; and the days of Rachel were forty-five years and she died. 

881. 

12 And Jacob called the name of his son that was born to him, which Rachel bare unto him, 
Benjamin, for he was bom to him in the land on the right hand. 

13 And it was after the death of Rachel, that Jacob pitched his tent in the tent of her handmaid 
Bilhah. 


882. 

14 And Reuben was jealous for his mother Leah on account of this, and he was filled with anger, 
and he rose up in his anger and went and entered the tent of Bilhah and he thence removed his 
father's bed. 

15 At that time the portion of birthright, together with the kingly and priestly offices, was removed 
from the sons of Reuben, for he had profaned his father's bed, and the birthright was given unto 
Joseph, the kingly office to Judah, and the priesthood unto Levi, because Reuben had defiled his 
father's bed. 


Ill 



883. 

16 And these are the generations of Jacob who were bom to him in Padan-aram, and the sons of 
Jacob were twelve. 

17 The sons of Leah were Reuben the first born, and Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and 
their sister Dinah; 

and the sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin. 

884. 

18 The sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid, were Gad and Asher, 

and the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid, were Dan and Naphtali; 

these are the sons of Jacob which were born to him in Padan-aram. 

885. 

19 And Jacob and his sons and all belonging to him journeyed and came to Mamre, which is 
Kireath-arba, that is in Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned, and Jacob with his sons and 
all belonging to him, dwelt with his father in Hebron. 

20 And his brother Esau and his sons, and all belonging to him went to the land of Seir and dwelt 
there, and had possessions in the land of Seir, and the children of Esau were fruitful and multiplied 
exceedingly in the land of Seir. 


886 . 

21 And these are the generations of Esau that were born to him in the land of Canaan, and the sons 
of Esau were five. 

22 And Adah bare to Esau his first born Eliphaz, and she also bare to him Reuel, 
and Ahlibamah bare to him Jeush, Yaalam and Korah. 

23 These are the children of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan; 

887. 

and the sons of Eliphaz the son of Esau were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, Kenaz and Amalex, 
and the sons of Reuel were Nachath, Zerach, Shamah and Mizzah. 


888 . 

24 And the sons of Jeush were Timnah, Alvah, Jetheth; 
and the sons of Yaalam were Alah, Phinor and Kenaz. 

25 And the sons of Korah were Teman, Mibzar, Magdiel and Eram; 

these are the families of the sons of Esau according to their dukedoms in the land of Seir. 

889. 

26 And these are the names of the sons of Seir the Horite, inhabitants of the land of Seir, 

Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishan, Ezer, and Dishon, being seven sons. 

27 And the children of Lotan were Hori, Heman and their sister Timna, 

that is Timna who came to Jacob and his sons, and they would not give ear to her, and she went and 
became a concubine to Eliphaz the son of Esau, and she bare to him Amalek. 

890. 

28 And the sons of Shobal were Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam, 
and the sons of Zibeon were Ajah and Anah, 

this was that Anah who found the Yemim in the wilderness when he fed the asses of Zibeon his 
father. 

29 And whilst he was feeding his father's asses he led them to the wilderness at different times to 
feed them. 


112 



891 . 

30 And there was a day that he brought them to one of the deserts on the sea shore, opposite the 
wilderness of the people, and whilst he was feeding them, behold a very heavy storm came from 
the other side of the sea and rested upon the asses that were feeding there, and they all stood still. 

31 And afterward about one hundred and twenty great and terrible animals came out from the 
wilderness at the other side of the sea, and they all came to the place where the asses were, and they 
placed themselves there. 


892. 

32 And those animals, from their middle downward, were in the shape of the children of men, and 
from their middle upward, some had the likeness of bears, and some the likeness of the keephas, 
with tails behind them from between their shoulders reaching down to the earth, like the tails of the 
ducheephath, and these animals came and mounted and rode upon these asses, and led them away, 
and they went away unto this day. 

33 And one of these animals approached Anah and smote him with his tail, and then fled from that 
place. 


893. 

34 And when he saw this work he was exceedingly afraid of his life, and he fled and escaped to the 
city. 

35 And he related to his sons and brothers all that had happened to him, and many men went to 
seek the asses but could not find them, and Anah and his brothers went no more to that place from 
that day following, for they were greatly afraid of their lives. 

894. 

36 And the children of Anah the son of Seir, were Dishon and his sister Ahlibamah, 
and the children of Dishan were Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran, 

and the children of Ezer were Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan, 
and the children of Dishon were Uz and Aran. 

37 These are the families of the children of Seir the Horite, according to their dukedoms in the land 
of Seir. 


895. 

38 And Esau and his children dwelt in the land of Seir the Elorite, the inhabitant of the land, and 
they had possessions in it and were fruitful and multiplied exceedingly, and Jacob and his children 
and all belonging to them, dwelt with their father Isaac in the land of Canaan, as the Lord had 
commanded Abraham their father. 


113 



The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY TWO 
Divisions 896-920 


896. 


JASHER 37 


1 And in the one hundred and fifth year of the life of Jacob, that is the ninth year of Jacob's 
dwelling with his children in the land of Canaan, he came from Padan-aram. 

2 And in those days Jacob journeyed with his children from Hebron, and they went and returned to 
the city of Shechem, they and all belonging to them, and they dwelt there, for the children of Jacob 
obtained good and fat pasture land for their cattle in the city of Shechem, the city of Shechem 
having then been rebuilt, and there were in it about three hundred men and women. 


897. 

3 And Jacob and his children and all belonging to him dwelt in the part of the field which Jacob 
had bought from Hamor the father of Shechem, when he came from Padan-aram before Simeon 
and Levi had smitten the city. 

4 And all those kings of the Canaanites and Amorites that surrounded the city of Shechem, heard 
that the sons of Jacob had again come to Shechem and dwelt there. 

5 And they said, Shall the sons of Jacob the Hebrew again come to the city and dwell therein, after 
that they have smitten its inhabitants and driven them out? shall they now return and also drive out 
those who are dwelling in the city or slay them? 


898. 

6 And all the kings of Canaan again assembled, and they came together to make war with Jacob 
and his sons. 

7 And Jashub king of Tapnach sent also to all his neighboring kings, to Elan king of Gaash, and to 
Ihuri king of Shiloh, and to Parathon king of Chazar, and to Susi king of Sarton, and to Laban king 
of Bethchoran, and to Shabir king of Othnay-mah, saying, 

899. 

8 Come up to me and assist me, and let us smite Jacob the Hebrew and his sons, and all belonging 
to him, for they are again come to Shechem to possess it and to slay its inhabitants as before. 

9 And all these kings assembled together and came with all their camps, a people exceedingly 
plentiful like the sand upon the sea shore, and they were all opposite to Tapnach. 

900. 

10 And Jashub king of Tapnach went forth to them with all his army, and he encamped with them 
opposite to Tapnach without the city, and all these kings they divided into seven divisions, being 
seven camps against the sons of Jacob. 

11 And they sent a declaration to Jacob and his son, saying, Come you all forth to us that we may 
have an interview together in the plain, and revenge the cause of the men of Shechem whom you 
slew in their city, and you will now again return to the city of Shechem and dwell therein, and slay 
its inhabitants as before. 


901. 

12 And the sons of Jacob heard this and their anger was kindled exceedingly at the words of the 
kings of Canaan, and ten of the sons of Jacob hastened and rose up, and each of them girt on his 
weapons of war; and there were one hundred and two of their servants with them equipped in battle 
array. 

13 And all these men, the sons of Jacob with their servants, went toward these kings, and Jacob 
their father was with them, and they all stood upon the heap of Shechem. 

902. 

14 And Jacob prayed to the Lord for his sons, and he spread forth his hands to the Lord, and he 
said, 

O God, thou art an Almighty God, thou art our father, thou didst form us and we are the works of 
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thine hands; 


903. 

I pray thee deliver my sons through thy mercy from the hand of their enemies, who are this day 
coming to fight with them and save them from their hand, for in thy hand is power and might, to 
save the few from the many. 


904. 

15 And give unto my sons, thy servants, strength of heart and might to fight with their enemies, to 
subdue them, and make their enemies fall before them, and let not my sons and their servants die 
through the hands of the children of Canaan. 


905. 

16 But if it seemeth good in thine eyes to take away the lives of my sons and their servants, take 
them in thy great mercy through the hands of thy ministers, that they may not perish this day by the 
hands of the kings of the Amorites. 

17 And when Jacob ceased praying to the Lord the earth shook from its place, and the sun 
darkened, and all these kings were terrified and a great consternation seized them. 

906. 

18 And the Lord hearkened to the prayer of Jacob, and the Lord impressed the hearts of all the 
kings and their hosts with the terror and awe of the sons of Jacob. 

19 For the Lord caused them to hear the voice of chariots, and the voice of mighty horses from the 
sons of Jacob, and the voice of a great army accompanying them. 

20 And these kings were seized with great terror at the sons of Jacob, and whilst they were standing 
in their quarters, behold the sons of Jacob advanced upon them, with one hundred and twelve men, 
with a great and tremendous shouting. 


907. 

21 And when the kings saw the sons of Jacob advancing toward them, they were still more panic 
struck, and they were inclined to retreat from before the sons of Jacob as at first, and not to fight 
with them. 

22 But they did not retreat, saying, It would be a disgrace to us thus twice to retreat from before the 
Hebrews. 


908. 

23 And the sons of Jacob came near and advanced against all these kings and their armies, and they 
saw, and behold it was a very mighty people, numerous as the sand of the sea. 

24 And the sons of Jacob called unto the Lord and said, Help us O Lord, help us and answer us, for 
we trust in thee, and let us not die by the hands of these uncircumcised men, who this day have 
come against us. 


909. 

25 And the sons of Jacob girt on their weapons of war, and they took in their hands each man his 
shield and his javelin, and they approached to battle. 

26 And Judah, the son of Jacob, ran first before his brethren, and ten of his servants with him, and 
he went toward these kings. 

27 And Jashub, king of Tapnach, also came forth first with his army before Judah, 

910. 

and Judah saw Jashub and his army coming toward him, and Judah's wrath was kindled, and his 
anger burned within him, and he approached to battle in which Judah ventured his life. 

28 And Jashub and all his army were advancing toward Judah, and he was riding upon a very 
strong and powerful horse, 

and Jashub was a very valiant man, and covered with iron and brass from head to foot. 

29 And whilst he was upon the horse, he shot arrows with both hands from before and behind, as 
was his manner in all his battles, and he never missed the place to which he aimed his arrows. 
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911. 

30 And when Jashub came to fight with Judah, and was darting many arrows against Judah, the 
Lord bound the hand of Jashub, and all the arrows that he shot rebounded upon his own men. 

31 And notwithstanding this, Jashub kept advancing toward Judah, to challenge him with the 
arrows, but the distance between them was about thirty cubits, and when Judah saw Jashub darting 
forth his arrows against him, he ran to him with his wrath-excited might. 

912. 

32 And Judah took up a large stone from the ground, and its weight was sixty shekels, and Judah 
ran toward Jashub, and with the stone struck him on his shield, that Jashub was stunned with the 
blow, and fell off from his horse to the ground. 

33 And the shield burst asunder out of the hand of Jashub, and through the force of the blow sprang 
to the distance of about fifteen cubits, and the shield fell before the second camp. 

913. 

34 And the kings that came with Jashub saw at a distance the strength of Judah, the son of Jacob, 
and what he had done to Jashub, and they were terribly afraid of Judah. 

35 And they assembled near Jashub's camp, seeing his confusion, and Judah drew his sword and 
smote forty-two men of the camp of Jashub, and the whole of Jashub's camp tied before Judah, and 
no man stood against him, and they left Jashub and fled from him, and Jashub was still prostrate 
upon the ground. 


914. 

36 And Jashub seeing that all the men of his camp had fled from him, hastened and rose up with 
terror against Judah, and stood upon his legs opposite Judah. 

37 And Jashub had a single combat with Judah, placing shield toward shield, and Jashub's men all 
fled, for they were greatly afraid of Judah. 


915. 

38 And Jashub took his spear in his hand to strike Judah upon his head, but Judah had quickly 
placed his shield to his head against Jashub's spear, so that the shield of Judah received the blow 
from Jashub's spear, and the shield was split in too. 

39 And when Judah saw that his shield was split, he hastily drew his sword and smote Jashub at his 
ankles, and cut off his feet that Jashub fell upon the ground, and the spear fell from his hand. 

40 And Judah hastily picked up Jashub's spear, with which he severed his head and cast it next to 
his feet. 


916. 

41 And when the sons of Jacob saw what Judah had done to Jashub, they all ran into the ranks of 
the other kings, and the sons of Jacob fought with the army of Jashub, and the armies of all the 
kings that were there. 

42 And the sons of Jacob caused fifteen thousand of their men to fall, and they smote them as if 
smiting at gourds, and the rest fled for their lives. 

917. 

43 And Judah was still standing by the body of Jashub, and stripped Jashub of his coat of mail. 

44 And Judah also took off the iron and brass that was about Jashub, and behold nine men of the 
captains of Jashub came along to fight against Judah. 

918. 

45 And Judah hastened and took up a stone from the ground, and with it smote one of them upon 
the head, and his skull was fractured, and the body also fell from the horse to the ground. 

46 And the eight captains that remained, seeing the strength of Judah, were greatly afraid and they 
fled, and Judah with his ten men pursued them, and they overtook them and slew them. 
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919. 

47 And the sons of Jacob were still smiting the armies of the kings, and they slew many of them, 
but those kings daringly kept their stand with their captains, and did not retreat from their places, 
and they exclaimed against those of their armies that fled from before the sons of Jacob, but none 
would listen to them, for they were afraid of their lives lest they should die. 

48 And all the sons of Jacob, after having smitten the armies of the kings, returned and came before 
Judah, and Judah was still slaying the eight captains of Jashub, and stripping off their garments. 

920. 

49 And Levi saw Elon, king of Gaash, advancing toward him, with his fourteen captains to smite 
him, but Levi did not know it for certain. 

50 And Elon with his captains approached nearer, and Levi looked back and saw that battle was 
given him in the rear, and Levi ran with twelve of his servants, and they went and slew Elon and 
his captains with the edge of the sword. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY THREE 
Divisions 921-945 


921. 


JASHER 38 


1 And Ihuri king of Shiloh came up to assist Elon, and he approached Jacob, when Jacob drew his 
bow that was in his hand and with an arrow struck Ihuri which caused his death. 

2 And when Ihuri king of Shiloh was dead, the four remaining kings fled from their station with the 
rest of the captains, and they endeavored to retreat, saying, We have no more strength with the 
Hebrews after their having killed the three kings and their captains who were more powerful than 
we are. 


922. 

3 And when the sons of Jacob saw that the remaining kings had removed from their station, they 
pursued them, and Jacob also came from the heap of Shechem from the place where he was 
standing, and they went after the kings and they approached them with their servants. 

4 And the kings and the captains with the rest of their armies, seeing that the sons of Jacob 
approached them, were afraid of their lives and fled till they reached the city of Chazar. 

923. 

5 And the sons of Jacob pursued them to the gate of the city of Chazar, and they smote a great 
smiting amongst the kings and their armies, about four thousand men, and whilst they were smiting 
the army of the kings, Jacob was occupied with his bow confining himself to smiting the kings, and 
he slew them all. 

6 And he slew Parathon king of Chazar at the gate of the city of Chazar, and he afterward smote 
Susi king of Sarton, and Laban king of Bethchorin, and Shabir king of Machnaymah, and he slew 
them all with arrows, an arrow to each of them, and they died. 

924. 

7 And the sons of Jacob seeing that all the kings were dead and that they were broken up and 
retreating, continued to cany on the battle with the armies of the kings opposite the gate of Chazar, 
and they still smote about four hundred of their men. 

8 And three men of the servants of Jacob fell in that battle, and when Judah saw that three of his 
servants had died, it grieved him greatly, and his anger burned within him against the Amorites. 

925. 

9 And all the men that remained of the armies of the kings were greatly afraid of their lives, and 
they ran and broke the gate of the walls of the city of Chazar, and they all entered the city for 
safety. 

10 And they concealed themselves in the midst of the city of Chazar, for the city of Chazar was 
very large and extensive, and when all these armies had entered the city, the sons of Jacob ran after 
them to the city. 
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926. 

11 And four mighty men, experienced in battle, went forth from the city and stood against the 
entrance of the city, with drawn swords and spears in their hands, and they placed themselves 
opposite the sons of Jacob, and would not suffer them to enter the city. 

12 And Naphtali ran and came between them and with his sword smote two of them, and cut off 
their heads at one stroke. 

13 And he turned to the other two, and behold they had fled, and he pursued them, overtook them, 
smote them and slew them. 


927. 

14 And the sons of Jacob came to the city and saw, and behold there was another wall to the city, 
and they sought for the gate of the wall and could not find it, and Judah sprang upon the top of the 
wall, and Simeon and Levi followed him, and they all three descended from the wall into the city. 

15 And Simeon and Levi slew all the men who ran for safety into the city, and also the inhabitants 
of the city with their wives and little ones, they slew with the edge of the sword, and the cries of the 
city ascended up to heaven. 


928. 

16 And Dan and Naphtali sprang upon the wall to see what caused the noise of lamentation, for the 
sons of Jacob felt anxious about their brothers, and they heard the inhabitants of the city speaking 
with weeping and supplications, saying. Take all that we possess in the city and go away, only do 
not put us to death. 

17 And when Judah, Simeon, and Levi had ceased smiting the inhabitants of the city, they ascended 
the wall and called to Dan and Naphtali, who were upon the wall, and to the rest of their brothers, 
and Simeon and Levi informed them of the entrance into the city, and all the sons of Jacob came to 
fetch the spoil. 


929. 

18 And the sons of Jacob took the spoil of the city of Chazar, the flocks and herds, and the property, 
and they took all that could be captured, and went away that day from the city. 

19 And on the next day the sons of Jacob went to Sarton, for they heard that the men of Sarton who 
had remained in the city were assembling to fight with them for having slain their king, and Sarton 
was a very high and fortified city, and it had a deep rampart surrounding the city. 

930. 

20 And the pillar of the rampart was about fifty cubits and its breadth forty cubits, and there was no 
place for a man to enter the city on account of the rampart, and the sons of Jacob saw the rampart 
of the city, and they sought an entrance in it but could not find it. 

21 For the entrance to the city was at the rear, and every man that wished to come into the city 
came by that road and went around the whole city, and he afterwards entered the city. 

931. 

22 And the sons of Jacob seeing they could not find the way into the city, their anger was kindled 
greatly, and the inhabitants of the city seeing that the sons of Jacob were coming to them were 
greatly afraid of them, for they had heard of their strength and what they had done to Chazar. 

23 And the inhabitants of the city of Sarton could not go out toward the sons of Jacob after having 
assembled in the city to fight against them, lest they might thereby get into the city, but when they 
saw that they were coming toward them, they were greatly afraid of them, for they had heard of 
their strength and what they had done to Chazar. 

932. 

24 So the inhabitants of Sarton speedily took away the bridge of the road of the city, from its place, 
before the sons of Jacob came, and they brought it into the city. 

25 And the sons of Jacob came and sought the way into the city, and could not find it and the 
inhabitants of the city went up to the top of the wall, and saw, and behold the sons of Jacob were 
seeking an entrance into the city. 
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933. 

26 And the inhabitants of the city reproached the sons of Jacob from the top of the wall, and they 
cursed them, and the sons of Jacob heard the reproaches, and they were greatly incensed, and their 
anger burned within them. 

27 And the sons of Jacob were provoked at them, and they all rose and sprang over the rampart 
with the force of their strength, and through their might passed the forty cubits' breadth of the 
rampart. 

28 And when they had passed the rampart they stood under the wall of the city, and they found all 
the gates of the city enclosed with iron doors. 


934. 

29 And the sons of Jacob came near to break open the doors of the gates of the city, and the 
inhabitants did not let them, for from the top of the wall they were casting stones and arrows upon 
them. 

30 And the number of the people that were upon the wall was about four hundred men, and when 
the sons of Jacob saw that the men of the city would not let them open the gates of the city, they 
sprang and ascended the top of the wall, and Judah went up first to the east part of the city. 

935. 

31 And Gad and Asher went up after him to the west corner of the city, and Simeon and Levi to the 
north, and Dan and Reuben to the south. 

32 And the men who were on the top of the wall, the inhabitants of the city, seeing that the sons of 
Jacob were coming up to them, they all fled from the wall, descended into the city, and concealed 
themselves in the midst of the city. 


936. 

33 And Issachar and Naphtali that remained under the wall approached and broke the gates of the 
city, and kindled a fire at the gates of the city, that the iron melted, 

and all the sons of Jacob came into the city, they and all their men, and they fought with the 
inhabitants of the city of Sarton, and smote them with the edge of the sword, and no man stood up 
before them. 


937. 

34 And about two hundred men fled from the city, and they all went and hid themselves in a certain 
tower in the city, and Judah pursued them to the tower and he broke down the tower, which fell 
upon the men, and they all died. 

35 And the sons of Jacob went up the road of the roof of that tower, and they saw, and behold there 
was another strong and high tower at a distance in the city, and the top of it reached to heaven, and 
the sons of Jacob hastened and descended, and went with all their men to that tower, and found it 
filled with about three hundred men, women and little ones. 

938. 

36 And the sons of Jacob smote a great smiting amongst those men in the tower and they ran away 
and fled from them. 

37 And Simeon and Levi pursued them, when twelve mighty and valiant men came out to them 
from the place where they had concealed themselves. 

939. 

38 And those twelve men maintained a strong battle against Simeon and Levi, and Simeon and 
Levi could not prevail over them, and those valiant men broke the shields of Simeon and Levi, and 
one of them struck at Levi's head with his sword, when Levi hastily placed his hand to his head, for 
he was afraid of the sword, and the sword struck Levi's hand, and it wanted but little to the hand of 
Levi being cut off. 
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940. 

39 And Levi seized the sword of the valiant man in his hand, and took it forcibly from the man, and 
with it he struck at the head of the powerful man, and he severed his head. 

40 And eleven men approached to fight with Levi, for they saw that one of them was killed, and the 
sons of Jacob fought, but the sons of Jacob could not prevail over them, for those men were very 
powerful. 


941. 

41 And the sons of Jacob seeing that they could not prevail over them, Simeon gave a loud and 
tremendous shriek, and the eleven powerful men were stunned at the voice of Simeon's shrieking. 

42 And Judah at a distance knew the voice of Simeon's shouting, and Naphtali and Judah ran with 
their shields to Simeon and Levi, and found them fighting with those powerful men, unable to 
prevail over them as their shields were broken. 


942. 

43 And Naphtali saw that the shields of Simeon and Levi were broken, and he took two shields 
from his servants and brought them to Simeon and Levi. 

44 And Simeon, Levi and Judah on that day fought all three against the eleven mighty men until the 
time of sunset, but they could not prevail over them. 

45 And this was told unto Jacob, and he was sorely grieved, and he prayed unto the Lord, and he 
and Naphtali his son went against these mighty men. 

943. 

46 And Jacob approached and drew his bow, and came nigh unto the mighty men, and slew three of 
their men with the bow, and the remaining eight turned back, and behold, the war waged against 
them in the front and rear, and they were greatly afraid of their lives, and could not stand before the 
sons of Jacob, and they fled from before them. 

47 And in their flight they met Dan and Asher coming toward them, and they suddenly fell upon 
them, and fought with them, and slew two of them, and Judah and his brothers pursued them, and 
smote the remainder of them, and slew them. 


944. 

48 And all the sons of Jacob returned and walked about the city, searching if they could find any 
men, and they found about twenty young men in a cave in the city, and Gad and Asher smote them 
all, and Dan and Naphtali lighted upon the rest of the men who had fled and escaped from the 
second tower, and they smote them all. 

49 And the sons of Jacob smote all the inhabitants of the city of Sarton, but the women and little 
ones they left in the city and did not slay them. 

50 And all the inhabitants of the city of Sarton were powerful men, one of them would pursue a 
thousand, and two of them would not flee from ten thousand of the rest of men. 

945. 

51 And the sons of Jacob slew all the inhabitants of the city of Sarton with the edge of the sword, 
that no man stood up against them, and they left the women in the city. 

52 And the sons of Jacob took all the spoil of the city, and captured what they desired, and they 
took flocks and herds and property from the city, and the sons of Jacob did unto Sarton and its 
inhabitants as they had done to Chazar and its inhabitants, and they turned and went away. 
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946. 


JASHER 39 


1 And when die sons of Jacob went from the city of Sarton, they had gone about two hundred 
cubits when they met the inhabitants of Tapnach coming toward them, for they went out to fight 
with them, because they had smitten the king of Tapnach and all his men. 

2 So all that remained in the city of Tapnach came out to fight with the sons of Jacob, and they 
thought to retake from them the booty and the spoil which they had captured from Chazar and 
Sarton. 


947. 

3 And the rest of the men of Tapnach fought with the sons of Jacob in that place, and the sons of 
Jacob smote them, and they fled before them, and they pursued them to the city of Arbelan, and 
they all fell before the sons of Jacob. 

4 And the sons of Jacob returned and came to Tapnach, to take away the spoil of Tapnach, and 
when they came to Tapnach they heard that the people of Arbelan had gone out to meet them to 
save the spoil of their brethren, and the sons of Jacob left ten of their men in Tapnach to plunder the 
city, and they went out toward the people of Arbelan. 

948. 

5 And the men of Arbelan went out with their wives to fight with the sons of Jacob, for their wives 
were experienced in battle, and they went out, about four hundred men and women. 

6 And all the sons of Jacob shouted with a loud voice, and they all ran toward the inhabitants of 
Arbelan, and with a great and tremendous voice. 

949. 

7 And the inhabitants of Arbelan heard the noise of the shouting of the sons of Jacob, and their 
roaring like the noise of lions and like the roaring of the sea and its waves. 

8 And fear and terror possessed their hearts on account of the sons of Jacob, and they were terribly 
afraid of them, and they retreated and fled before them into the city, and the sons of Jacob pursued 
them to the gate of the city, and they came upon them in the city. 

950. 

9 And the sons of Jacob fought with them in the city, and all their women were engaged in slinging 
against the sons of Jacob, and the combat was very severe amongst them the whole of that day till 
evening. 

10 And the sons of Jacob could not prevail over them, and the sons of Jacob had almost perished in 
that battle, and the sons of Jacob cried unto the Lord and greatly gained strength toward evening, 
and the sons of Jacob smote all the inhabitants of Arbelan by the edge of the sword, men, women 
and little ones. 


951. 

11 And also the remainder of the people who had fled from Sarton, the sons of Jacob smote them in 
Arbelan, and the sons of Jacob did unto Arbelan and Tapnach as they had done to Chazar and 
Sarton, and when the women saw that all the men were dead, they went upon the roofs of the city 
and smote the sons of Jacob by showering down stones like rain. 

12 And the sons of Jacob hastened and came into the city and seized all the women and smote them 
with the edge of the sword, and the sons of Jacob captured all the spoil and booty, flocks and herds 
and cattle. 

13 And the sons of Jacob did unto Machnaymah as they had done to Tapnach, to Chazar and to 
Shiloh, and they turned from there and went away. 
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952. 

14 And on the fifth day the sons of Jacob heard that the people of Gaash had gathered against them 
to battle, because they had slain their king and their captains, for there had been fourteen captains 
in the city of Gaash, and the sons of Jacob had slain them all in the first battle. 

15 And the sons of Jacob that day girt on their weapons of war, and they marched to battle against 
the inhabitants of Gaash, and in Gaash there was a strong and mighty people of the people of the 
Amorites, and Gaash was the strongest and best fortified city of all the cities of the Amorites, and it 
had three walls. 


953. 

16 And the sons of Jacob came to Gaash and they found the gates of the city locked, and about five 
hundred men standing at the top of the outer-most wall, and a people numerous as the sand upon 
the sea shore were in ambush for the sons of Jacob from without the city at the rear thereof. 

17 And the sons of Jacob approached to open the gates of the city, and whilst they were drawing 
nigh, behold those who were in ambush at the rear of the city came forth from their places and 
surrounded the sons of Jacob. 


954. 

18 And the sons of Jacob were enclosed between the people of Gaash, and the battle was both to 
their front and rear, and all the men that were upon the wall, were casting from the wall upon them, 
arrows and stones. 

19 And Judah, seeing that the men of Gaash were getting too heavy for them, gave a most piercing 
and tremendous shriek and all the men of Gaash were terrified at the voice of Judah's cry, and men 
fell from the wall at his powerful shriek, and all those that were from without and within the city 
were greatly afraid of their lives. 


955. 

20 And the sons of Jacob still came nigh to break the doors of the city, when the men of Gaash 
threw stones and arrows upon them from the top of the wall, and made them flee from the gate. 

21 And the sons of Jacob returned against the men of Gaash who were with them from without the 
city, and they smote them terribly, as striking against gourds, and they could not stand against the 
sons of Jacob, for fright and terror had seized them at the shriek of Judah. 

956. 

22 And the sons of Jacob slew all those men who were without the city, and the sons of Jacob still 
drew nigh to effect an entrance into the city, and to fight under the city walls, but they could not for 
all the inhabitants of Gaash who remained in the city had surrounded the walls of Gaash in every 
direction, so that the sons of Jacob were unable to approach the city to fight with them. 

23 And the sons of Jacob came nigh to one corner to fight under the wall, the inhabitants of Gaash 
threw arrows and stones upon them like showers of rain, and they fled from under the wall. 

957. 

24 And the people of Gaash who were upon the wall, seeing that the sons of Jacob could not 
prevail over them from under the wall, reproached the sons of Jacob in these words, saying, 

25 What is the matter with you in the battle that you cannot prevail? can you then do unto the 
mighty city of Gaash and its inhabitants as you did to the cities of the Amorites that were not so 
powerful? Surely to those weak ones amongst us you did those things, and slew them in the 
entrance of the city, for they had no strength when they were terrified at the sound of your shouting. 

26 And will you now then be able to fight in this place? Surely here you will all die, and we will 
avenge the cause of those cities that you have laid waste. 

958. 

27 And the inhabitants of Gaash greatly reproached the sons of Jacob and reviled them with their 
gods, and continued to cast arrows and stones upon them from the wall. 

28 And Judah and his brothers heard the words of the inhabitants of Gaash and their anger was 
greatly roused, and Judah was jealous of his God in this matter, and he called out and said, O Lord, 
help, send help to us and our brothers. 

29 And he ran at a distance with all his might, with his drawn sword in his hand, and he sprang 
from the earth and by dint of his strength, mounted the wall, and his sword fell from his hand. 
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959. 

30 And Judah shouted upon the wall, and all the men that were upon the wall were terrified, and 
some of them fell from the wall into the city and died, and those who were yet upon the wall, when 
they saw Judah's strength, they were greatly afraid and fled for their lives into the city for safety. 

31 And some were emboldened to fight with Judah upon the wall, and they came nigh to slay him 
when they saw there was no sword in Judah's hand, and they thought of casting him from the wall 
to his brothers, and twenty men of the city came up to assist them, and they surrounded Judah and 
they all shouted over him, and approached him with drawn swords, and they terrified Judah, and 
Judah cried out to his brothers from the wall. 


960. 

32 And Jacob and his sons drew the bow from under the wall, and smote three of the men that were 
upon the top of the wall, and Judah continued to cry and he exclaimed, O Lord help us, O Lord 
deliver us, and he cried out with a loud voice upon the wall, and the cry was heard at a great 
distance. 

33 And after this cry he again repeated to shout, and all the men who surrounded Judah on the top 
of the wall were terrified, and they each threw his sword from his hand at the sound of Judah's 
shouting and his tremor, and fled. 


961. 

34 And Judah took the swords which had fallen from their hands, and Judah fought with them and 
slew twenty of their men upon the wall. 

35 And about eighty men and women still ascended the wall from the city and they all surrounded 
Judah, and the Lord impressed the fear of Judah in their hearts, that they were unable to approach 
him. 


962. 

36 And Jacob and all who were with him drew the bow from under the wall, and they slew ten men 
upon the wall, and they fell below the wall, before Jacob and his sons. 

37 And the people upon the wall seeing that twenty of their men had fallen, they still ran toward 
Judah with drawn swords, but they could not approach him for they were greatly terrified at Judah's 
strength. 


963. 

38 And one of their mighty men whose name was Arad approached to strike Judah upon the head 
with his sword, when Judah hastily put his shield to his head, and the sword hit the shield, and it 
was split in two. 

39 And this mighty man after he had struck Judah ran for his life, at the fear of Judah, and his feet 
slipped upon the wall and he fell amongst the sons of Jacob who were below the wall, and the sons 
of Jacob smote him and slew him. 


964. 

40 And Judah's head pained him from the blow of the powerful man, and Judah had nearly died 
from it. 

41 And Judah cried out upon the wall owing to the pain produced by the blow, when Dan heard 
him, and his anger burned within him, and he also rose up and went at a distance and ran and 
sprang from the earth and mounted the wall with his wrath-excited strength. 

965. 

42 And when Dan came upon the wall near unto Judah all the men upon the wall fled, who had 
stood against Judah, and they went up to the second wall, and they threw arrows and stones upon 
Dan and Judah from the second wall, and endeavored to drive them from the wall. 

43 And the arrows and stones struck Dan and Judah, and they had nearly been killed upon the wall, 
and wherever Dan and Judah fled from the wall, they were attacked with arrows and stones from 
the second wall. 
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966. 

44 And Jacob and his sons were still at the entrance of the city below the first wall, and they were 
not able to draw their bow against the inhabitants of the city, as they could not be seen by them, 
being upon the second wall. 

45 And Dan and Judah when they could no longer bear the stones and arrows that fell upon them 
from the second wall, they both sprang upon the second wall near the people of the city, and when 
the people of the city who were upon the second wall saw that Dan and Judah had come to them 
upon the second wall, they all cried out and descended below between the walls. 

967. 

46 And Jacob and his sons heard the noise of the shouting from the people of the city, and they 
were still at the entrance of the city, and they were anxious about Dan and Judah who were not seen 
by them, they being upon the second wall. 

47 And Naphtali went up with his wrath-excited might and sprang upon the first wall to see what 
caused the noise of shouting which they had heard in the city, and Issachar and Zebulun drew nigh 
to break the doors of the city, and they opened the gates of the city and came into the city. 

968. 

48 And Naphtali leaped from the first wall to the second, and came to assist his brothers, and the 
inhabitants of Gaash who were upon the wall, seeing that Naphtali was the third who had come up 
to assist his brothers, they all fled and descended into the city, and Jacob and all his sons and all 
their young men came into the city to them. 

49 And Judah and Dan and Naphtali descended from the wall into the city and pursued the 
inhabitants of the city, and Simeon and Levi were from without the city and knew not that the gate 
was opened, and they went up from there to the wall and came down to their brothers into the city. 

969. 

50 And the inhabitants of the city had all descended into the city, and the sons of Jacob came to 
them in different directions, and the battle waged against them from the front and the rear, and the 
sons of Jacob smote them terribly, and slew about twenty thousand of them men and women, not 
one of them could stand up against the sons of Jacob. 

51 And the blood flowed plentifully in the city, and it was like a brook of water, and the blood 
flowed like a brook to the outer part of the city, and reached the desert of Bethchorin. 

970. 

52 And the people of Bethchorin saw at a distance the blood flowing from the city of Gaash, and 
about seventy men from amongst them ran to see the blood, and they came to the place where the 
blood was. 

53 And they followed the track of the blood and came to the wall of the city of Gaash, and they saw 
the blood issue from the city, and they heard the voice of crying from the inhabitants of Gaash, for 
it ascended unto heaven, and the blood was continuing to flow abundantly like a brook of water. 

971. 

54 And all the sons of Jacob were still smiting the inhabitants of Gaash, and were engaged in 
slaying them till evening, about twenty thousand men and women, and the people of Chorin said, 
Surely this is the work of the Hebrews, for they are still carrying on war in all the cities of the 
Amorites. 

55 And those people hastened and ran to Bethchorin, and each took his weapons of war, and they 
cried out to all the inhabitants of Bethchorin, who also girt on their weapons of war to go and fight 
with the sons of Jacob. 

972. 

56 And when the sons of Jacob had done smiting the inhabitants of Gaash, they walked about the 
city to strip all the slain, and coming in the innermost part of the city and farther on they met three 
very powerful men, and there was no sword in their hand. 

57 And the sons of Jacob came up to the place where they were, and the powerful men ran away, 
and one of them had taken Zebulun, who he saw was a young lad and of short stature, and with his 
might dashed him to the ground. 

58 And Jacob ran to him with his sword and Jacob smote him below his loins with the sword, and 
cut him in two, and the body fell upon Zebulun. 
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973. 

59 And the second one approached and seized Jacob to fell him to the ground, and Jacob turned to 
him and shouted to him, whilst Simeon and Levi ran and smote him on the hips with the sword and 
felled him to the ground. 

60 And the powerful man rose up from the ground with wrath-excited might, and Judah came to 
him before he had gained his footing, and struck him upon the head with the sword, and his head 
was split and he died. 


974. 

61 And the third powerful man, seeing that his companions were killed, ran from before the sons of 
Jacob, and the sons of Jacob pursued him in the city; and whilst the powerful man was fleeing he 
found one of the swords of the inhabitants of the city, and he picked it up and turned to the sons of 
Jacob and fought them with that sword. 

62 And the powerful man ran to Judah to strike him upon the head with the sword, and there was 
no shield in the hand of Judah; and whilst he was aiming to strike him, Naphtali hastily took his 
shield and put it to Judah's head, and the sword of the powerful man hit the shield of Naphtali and 
Judah escaped the sword. 


975. 

63 And Simeon and Levi ran upon the powerful man with their swords and struck at him forcibly 
with their swords, and the two swords entered the body of the powerful man and divided it in two, 
length-wise. 

64 And the sons of Jacob smote the three mighty men at that time, together with all the inhabitants 
of Gaash, and the day was about to decline. 

65 And the sons of Jacob walked about Gaash and took all the spoil of the city, even the little ones 
and women they did not suffer to live, and the sons of Jacob did unto Gaash as they had done to 
Sarton and Shiloh. 


The First Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY FIVE 
Divisions 976-1000 


JASHER 40 


976. 

1 And the sons of Jacob led away all the spoil of Gaash, and went out of the city by night. 

2 They were going out marching toward the castle of Bethchorin, and the inhabitants of Bethchorin 
were going to the castle to meet them, and on that night the sons of Jacob fought with the 
inhabitants of Bethchorin, in the castle of Bethchorin. 

3 And all the inhabitants of Bethchorin were mighty men, one of them would not flee from before a 
thousand men, and they fought on that night upon the castle, and their shouts were heard on that 
night from afar, and the earth quaked at their shouting. 


977. 

4 And all the sons of Jacob were afraid of those men, as they were not accustomed to fight in the 
dark, and they were greatly confounded, and the sons of Jacob cried unto the Lord, saying, Give 
help to us O Lord, deliver us that we may not die by the hands of these uncircumcised men. 

5 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of the sons of Jacob, and the Lord caused great terror and 
confusion to seize the people of Bethchorin, and they fought amongst themselves the one with the 
other in the darkness of night, and smote each other in great numbers. 


978. 

6 And the sons of Jacob, knowing that the Lord had brought a spirit of perverseness amongst those 
men, and that they fought each man with his neighbor, went forth from among the bands of the 
people of Bethchorin and went as far as the descent of the castle of Bethchorin, and farther, and 
they tarried there securely with their young men on that night. 

7 And the people of Bethchorin fought the whole night, one man with his brother, and the other 
with his neighbor, and they cried out in every direction upon the castle, and their cry was heard at a 
distance, and the whole earth shook at their voice, for they were powerful above all the people of 
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the earth. 


979. 

8 And all the inhabitants of the cities of the Canaanites; the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites and 
all the kings of Canaan, and also those who were on the other side of the Jordan, heard the noise of 
the shouting on that night. 

9 And they said, Surely these are the battles of the Hebrews who are fighting against the seven 
cities, who came nigh unto them; and who can stand against those Hebrews? 

10 And all the inhabitants of the cities of the Canaanites, and all those who were on the other side 
of the Jordan, were greatly afraid of the sons of Jacob, for they said, Behold the same will be done 
to us as was done to those cities, for who can stand against their mighty strength? 

980. 

11 And the cries of the Chorinites were very great on that night, and continued to increase; and they 
smote each other till morning, and numbers of them were killed. 

12 And the morning appeared, and all the sons of Jacob rose up at daybreak and went up to the 
castle, and they smote those who remained of the Chorinites in a terrible manner, and they were all 
killed in the castle. 

13 And the sixth day appeared, and all the inhabitants of Canaan saw at a distance all the people of 
Bethchorin lying dead in the castle of Bethchorin, and strewed about as the carcasses of lambs and 
goats. 


981. 

14 And the sons of Jacob led all the spoil which they had captured from Gaash and went to 
Bethchorin, and they found the city full of people like the sand of the sea, and they fought with 
them, and the sons of Jacob smote them there till evening time.. 

15 And the sons of Jacob did unto Bethchorin as they had done to Gaash and Tapnach, and as they 
had done to Chazar, to Sarton and to Shiloh. 

16 And the sons of Jacob took with them the spoil of Bethchorin and all the spoil of the cities, and 
on that day they went home to Shechem. 


982. 

17 And the sons of Jacob came home to the city of Shechem, and they remained without the city, 
and they then rested there from the war, and tarried there all night. 

18 And all their servants together with all the spoil that they had taken from the cities, they left 
without the city, and they did not enter the city, for they said, Peradventure there may be yet more 
fighting against us, and they may come to besiege us in Shechem. 

983. 

19 And Jacob and his sons and their servants remained on that night and the next day in the portion 
of the field which Jacob had purchased from Hamor for five shekels, and all that they had captured 
was with them. 

20 And all the booty which the sons of Jacob had captured, was in the portion of the field, immense 
as the sand upon the sea shore. 

21 And the inhabitants of the land observed them from afar, and all the inhabitants of the land were 
afraid of the sons of Jacob who had done this thing, for no king from the days of old had ever done 
the like. 


984. 

22 And the seven kings of the Canaanites resolved to make peace with the sons of Jacob, for they 
were greatly afraid of their lives, on account of the sons of Jacob. 

23 And on that day, being the seventh day, Japhia king of Hebron sent secretly to the king of Ai, 
and to the king of Gibeon, and to the king of Shalem, and to the king of Adulam, and to the king of 
Lachish, and to the king of Chazar, and to all the Canaanitish kings who were under their 
subjection, saying, 


126 



985. 

24 Go up with me, and come to me that we may go to the sons of Jacob, and I will make peace with 
them, and form a treaty with them, lest all your lands be destroyed by the swords of the sons of 
Jacob, as they did to Shechem and the cities around it, as you have heard and seen. 

25 And when you come to me, do not come with many men, but let every king bring his three head 
captains, and every captain bring three of his officers. 

26 And come all of you to Hebron, and we will go together to the sons of Jacob, and supplicate 
them that they shall form a treaty of peace with us. 

986. 

27 And all those kings did as the king of Hebron had sent to them, for they were all under his 
counsel and command, and all the kings of Canaan assembled to go to the sons of Jacob, to make 
peace with them; and the sons of Jacob returned and went to the portion of the field that was in 
Shechem, for they did not put confidence in the kings of the land. 

28 And the sons of Jacob returned and remained in the portion of the field ten days, and no one 
came to make war with them. 


987. 

29 And when the sons of Jacob saw that there was no appearance of war, they all assembled and 
went to the city of Shechem, and the sons of Jacob remained in Shechem. 

30 And at the expiration of forty days, all the kings of the Amorites assembled from all their places 
and came to Hebron, to Japhia, king of Hebron. 


988. 

31 And the number of kings that came to Hebron, to make peace with the sons of Jacob, was 
twenty-one kings, and the number of captains that came with them was sixty-nine, and their men 
were one hundred and eighty-nine, and all these kings and their men rested by Mount Hebron. 

32 And the king of Hebron went out with his three captains and nine men, and these kings resolved 
to go to the sons of Jacob to make peace. 


989. 

33 And they said unto the king of Hebron, Go thou before us with thy men, and speak for us unto 
the sons of Jacob, and we will come after thee and confirm thy words, and the king of Hebron did 
so. 

34 And the sons of Jacob heard that all the kings of Canaan had gathered together and rested in 
Hebron, and the sons of Jacob sent four of their servants as spies, saying, Go and spy these kings, 
and search and examine their men whether they are few or many, and if they are but few in number, 
number them all and come back. 


990. 

35 And the servants of Jacob went secretly to these kings, and did as the sons of Jacob had 
commanded them, and on that day they came back to the sons of Jacob, and said unto them, 

We came unto those kings, and they are but few in number, and we numbered them all, and behold, 
they were two hundred and eighty-eight, kings and men. 

991. 

36 And the sons of Jacob said. They are but few in number, therefore we will not all go out to them; 
and in the morning the sons of Jacob rose up and chose sixty two of their men, and ten of the sons 
of Jacob went with them; and they girt on their weapons of war, for they said, They are coming to 
make war with us, for they knew not that they were coming to make peace with them. 

992. 

37 And the sons of Jacob went with their servants to the gate of Shechem, toward those kings, and 
their father Jacob was with them. 

38 And when they had come forth, behold, the king of Hebron and his three captains and nine men 
with him were coming along the road against the sons of Jacob, and the sons of Jacob lifted up 
their eyes, and saw at a distance Japhia, king of Hebron, with his captains, coming toward them, 
and the sons of Jacob took their stand at the place of the gate of Shechem, and did not proceed. 
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993. 

39 And the king of Hebron continued to advance, he and his captains, until he came nigh to the 
sons of Jacob, and he and his captains bowed down to them to the ground, and the king of Hebron 
sat with his captains before Jacob and his sons. 

40 And the sons of Jacob said unto him, What has befallen thee, O king of Hebron? why hast thou 
come to us this day? what dost thou require from us? 

994. 

and the king of Hebron said unto Jacob, I beseech thee my lord, all the kings of the Canaanites 
have this day come to make peace with you. 

41 And the sons of Jacob heard the words of the king of Hebron, and they would not consent to his 
proposals, for the sons of Jacob had no faith in him, for they imagined that the king of Hebron had 
spoken deceitfully to them. 


995. 

42 And the king of Hebron knew from the words of the sons of Jacob, that they did not believe his 
words, and the king of Hebron approached nearer to Jacob, and said unto him, I beseech thee, my 
lord, to be assured that all these kings have come to you on peaceable terms, for they have not 
come with all their men, neither did they bring their weapons of war with them, for they have come 
to seek peace from my lord and his sons. 


996. 

43 And the sons of Jacob answered the king of Hebron, saying, Send thou to all these kings, and if 
thou speakest truth unto us, let them each come singly before us, and if they come unto us 
unarmed, we shall then know that they seek peace from us. 

44 And Japhia, king of Hebron, sent one of his men to the kings, and they all came before the sons 
of Jacob, and bowed down to them to the ground, and these kings sat before Jacob and his sons, 
and they spoke unto them, saying, 


997. 

45 We have heard all that you did unto the kings of the Amorites with your sword and exceedingly 
mighty arm, so that no man could stand up before you, and we were afraid of you for the sake of 
our lives, lest it should befall us as it did to them. 

46 So we have come unto you to form a treaty of peace between us, and now therefore contract 
with us a covenant of peace and truth, that you will not meddle with us, inasmuch as we have not 
meddled with you. 


998. 

47 And the sons of Jacob knew that they had really come to seek peace from them, and the sons of 
Jacob listened to them, and formed a covenant with them. 

48 And the sons of Jacob swore unto them that they would not meddle with them, and all the kings 
of the Canaanites swore also to them, and the sons of Jacob made them tributary from that day 
forward. 


999. 

49 And after this all the captains of these kings came with their men before Jacob, with presents in 
their hands for Jacob and his sons, and they bowed down to him to the ground. 

50 And these kings then urged the sons of Jacob and begged of them to return all the spoil they had 
captured from the seven cities of the Amorites, and the sons of Jacob did so, and they returned all 
that they had captured, the women, the little ones, the cattle and all the spoil which they had taken, 
and they sent them off, and they went away each to his city. 

1000 . 

51 And all these kings again bowed down to the sons of Jacob, and they sent or brought them many 
gifts in those days, and the sons of Jacob sent off these kings and their men, and they went 
peaceably away from them to their cities, and the sons of Jacob also returned to their home, to 
Shechem. 

52 And there was peace from that day forward between the sons of Jacob and the kings of the 
Canaanites, until the children of Israel came to inherit the land of Canaan. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 

The Second and/or Third Book of Asher 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-25 


4. The Generations of Joseph & Judah 


1 . 


JASHER 41 


1 And at the revolution of the year the sons of Jacob journeyed from Shechem, and they came to 
Hebron, to their father Isaac, and they dwelt there, but their flocks and herds they fed daily in 
Shechem, for there was there in those days good and fat pasture, and Jacob and his sons and all 
their household dwelt in the valley of Hebron. 


2 . 

2 And it was in those days, in that year, being the hundred and sixth year of the life of Jacob, in the 
tenth year of Jacob's coming from Padan-aram, that Leah the wife of Jacob died; she was fifty-one 
years old when she died in Hebron. 


3. 

3 And Jacob and his sons buried her in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which is in Hebron, 
which Abraham had bought from the children of Heth, for the possession of a burial place. 

4 And the sons of Jacob dwelt with their father in the valley of Hebron, and all the inhabitants of 
the land knew their strength and their fame went throughout the land. 

4. 

5 And Joseph the son of Jacob, and his brother Benjamin, the sons of Rachel, the wife of Jacob, 
were yet young in those days, and did not go out with their brethren during their battles in all the 
cities of the Amorites. 


5. 

6 And when Joseph saw the strength of his brethren, and their greatness, he praised them and 
extolled them, but he ranked himself greater than them, and extolled himself above them; 

and Jacob, his father, also loved him more than any of his sons, for he was a son of his old age, and 
through his love toward him, he made him a coat of many colors. 

6 . 

7 And when Joseph saw that his father loved him more than his brethren, he continued to exalt 
himself above his brethren, and he brought unto his father evil reports concerning them. 

8 And the sons of Jacob seeing the whole of Joseph's conduct toward them, and that their father 
loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him all the 
days. 


7. 

9 And Joseph was seventeen years old, and he was still magnifying himself above his brethren, and 
thought of raising himself above them. 

10 At that time he dreamed a dream, and he came unto his brothers and told them his dream, and he 
said unto them, I dreamed a dream, and behold we were all binding sheaves in the field, and my 
sheaf rose and placed itself upon the ground and your sheaves surrounded it and bowed down to it. 


8 . 

11 And his brethren answered him and said unto him, What meaneth this dream that thou didst 
dream? dost thou imagine in thy heart to reign or rule over us? 

12 And he still came, and told the thing to his father Jacob, and Jacob kissed Joseph when he heard 
these words from his mouth, and Jacob blessed Joseph. 

13 And when the sons of Jacob saw that their father had blessed Joseph and had kissed him, and 
that he loved him exceedingly, they became jealous of him and hated him the more. 
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9. 

14 And after this Joseph dreamed another dream and related the dream to his father in the presence 
of his brethren, and Joseph said unto his father and brethren, Behold I have again dreamed a dream, 
and behold the sun and the moon and the eleven stars bowed down to me. 

10 . 

15 And his father heard the words of Joseph and his dream, and seeing that his brethren hated 
Joseph on account of this matter, Jacob therefore rebuked Joseph before his brethren on account of 
this thing, saying. What meaneth this dream which thou hast dreamed, and this magnifying thyself 
before thy brethren who are older than thou art? 


11 . 

16 Dost thou imagine in thy heart that I and thy mother and thy eleven brethren will come and bow 
down to thee, that thou speakest these things? 

17 And his brethren were jealous of him on account of his words and dreams, and they continued to 
hate him, and Jacob reserved the dreams in his heart. 

12 . 

18 And the sons of Jacob went one day to feed their father's flock in Shechem, for they were still 
herdsmen in those days; and whilst the sons of Jacob were that day feeding in Shechem they 
delayed, and the time of gathering in the cattle was passed, and they had not arrived. 

13. 

19 And Jacob saw that his sons were delayed in Shechem, and Jacob said within himself, 
Peradventure the people of Shechem have risen up to fight against them, therefore they have 
delayed coming this day. 


14. 

20 And Jacob called Joseph his son and commanded him, saying, Behold thy brethren are feeding 
in Shechem this day, and behold they have not yet come back; go now therefore and see where they 
are, and bring me word back concerning the welfare of thy brethren and the welfare of the flock. 

15. 

21 And Jacob sent his son Joseph to the valley of Hebron, and Joseph came for his brothers to 
Shechem, and could not find them, and Joseph went about the field which was near Shechem, to 
see where his brothers had turned, and he missed his road in the wilderness, and knew not which 
way he should go. 


16. 

22 And an angel of the Lord found him wandering in the road toward the field, and Joseph said 
unto the angel of the Lord, I seek my brethren; hast thou not heard where they are feeding? 
and the angel of the Lord said unto Joseph, I saw thy brethren feeding here, and I heard them say 
they would go to feed in Dothan. 


17. 

23 And Joseph hearkened to the voice of the angel of the Lord, and he went to his brethren in 
Dothan and he found them in Dothan feeding the flock. 

24 And Joseph advanced to his brethren, and before he had come nigh unto them, they had resolved 
to slay him. 


18. 

25 And Simeon said to his brethren, Behold the man of dreams is coming unto us this day, and now 
therefore come and let us kill him and cast him in one of the pits that are in the wilderness, and 
when his father shall seek him from us, we will say an evil beast has devoured him. 


19. 

26 And Reuben heard the words of his brethren concerning Joseph, and he said unto them. You 
should not do this thing, for how can we look up to our father Jacob? Cast him into this pit to die 
there, but stretch not forth a hand upon him to spill his blood; and Reuben said this in order to 
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deliver him from their hand, to bring him back to his father. 

20 . 

27 And when Joseph came to his brethren he sat before them, and they rose upon him and seized 
him and smote him to the earth, and stripped the coat of many colors which he had on. 

28 And they took him and cast him into a pit, and in the pit there was no water, but serpents and 
scorpions. 

And Joseph was afraid of the serpents and scorpions that were in the pit. 

And Joseph cried out with a loud voice, and the Lord hid the serpents and scorpions in the sides of 
the pit, and they did no harm unto Joseph. 


21 . 

29 And Joseph called out from the pit to his brethren, and said unto them, 

What have I done unto you, and in what have I sinned? 

why do you not fear the Lord concerning me? 

am I not of your bones and flesh, and is not Jacob your father, my father? 

why do you do this thing unto me this day, and how will you be able to look up to our father Jacob? 

22 . 

30 And he continued to cry out and call unto his brethren from the pit, and he said, O Judah, 
Simeon, and Levi, my brethren, lift me up from the place of darkness in which you have placed me, 
and come this day to have compassion on me, ye children of the Lord, and sons of Jacob my father. 

23. 

And if I have sinned unto you, are you not the sons of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? 
if they saw an orphan they had compassion over him, or one that was hungry, they gave him bread 
to eat, or one that was thirsty, they gave him water to drink, or one that was naked, they covered 
him with garments! 


24. 

31 And how then will you withhold your pity from your brother, for I am of your flesh and bones, 
and if I have sinned unto you, surely you will do this on account of my father! 

32 And Joseph spoke these words from the pit, and his brethren could not listen to him, nor incline 
their ears to the words of Joseph, and Joseph was crying and weeping in the pit. 

25. 

33 And Joseph said, O that my father knew, this day, the act which my brothers have done unto me, 
and the words which they have this day spoken unto me. 

34 And all his brethren heard his cries and weeping in the pit, and his brethren went and removed 
themselves from the pit, so that they might not hear the cries of Joseph and his weeping in the pit. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWO 
Divisions 26-60 


JASHER 42 


26. 

1 And they went and sat on the opposite side, about the distance of a bow-shot, and they sat there to 
eat bread, and whilst they were eating, they held counsel together what was to be done with him, 
whether to slay him or to bring him back to his father. 

2 They were holding the counsel, when they lifted up their eyes, and saw, and behold there was a 
company of Ishmaelites coming at a distance by the road of Gilead, going down to Egypt. 


27. 

3 And Judah said unto them, What gain will it be to us if we slay our brother? peradventure God 
will require him from us; this then is the counsel proposed concerning him, which you shall do 
unto him: 


28. 

Behold this company of Ishmaelites going down to Egypt, 

4 Now therefore, come let us dispose of him to them, and let not our hand be upon him, and they 
will lead him along with them, and he will be lost amongst the people of the land, and we will not 
put him to death with our own hands. 

And the proposal pleased his brethren and they did according to the word of Judah. 

29. 

5 And whilst they were discoursing about this matter, and before the company of Ishmaelites had 
come up to them, seven trading men of Midian passed by them, and as they passed they were 
thirsty, and they lifted up their eyes and saw the pit in which Joseph was immured, and they looked, 
and behold every species of bird was upon him. 


30. 

6 And these Midianites ran to the pit to drink water, for they thought that it contained water, and on 
coming before the pit they heard the voice of Joseph crying and weeping in the pit, and they looked 
down into the pit, and they saw and behold there was a youth of comely appearance and well 
favored. 


31. 

7 And they called unto him and said, Who art thou and who brought thee hither, and who placed 
thee in this pit, in the wilderness? 

and they all assisted to raise up Joseph and they drew him out, and brought him up from the pit, 
and took him and went away on their journey and passed by his brethren. 

32. 

8 And these said unto them. Why do you do this, to take our servant from us and to go away? 
surely we placed this youth in the pit because he rebelled against us, and you come and bring him 
up and lead him away; now then give us back our servant. 

33. 

9 And the Midianites answered and said unto the sons of Jacob, 

Is this your servant, or does this man attend you? 

Peradventure you are all his servants, 

for he is more comely and well favored than any of you, and why do you all speak falsely unto us? 

10 Now therefore we will not listen to your words, nor attend to you, for we found the youth in the 
pit in the wilderness, and we took him; we will therefore go on. 


132 



34 . 

11 And all die sons of Jacob approached them and rose up to them and said unto them. 

Give us back our servant, and why will you all die by the edge of the sword? 

And the Midianites cried out against them, and they drew their swords, and approached to fight 
with the sons of Jacob. 


35. 

12 And behold Simeon rose up from his seat against them, and sprang upon the ground and drew 
his sword and approached the Midianites and he gave a terrible shout before them, so that his 
shouting was heard at a distance, and the earth shook at Simeon's shouting. 

13 And the Midianites were terrified on account of Simeon and the noise of his shouting, and they 
fell upon their faces, and were excessively alarmed. 

36. 

14 And Simeon said unto them, Verily I am Simeon, the son of Jacob the Hebrew, who have, only 
with my brother, destroyed the city of Shechem and the cities of the Amorites; 

so shall God moreover do [unto] [through] me, 

that if all your brethren the people of Midian, and also the kings of Canaan, were to come with you, 
they could not fight against me. 


37. 

15 Now therefore give us back the youth whom you have taken, lest I give your flesh to the birds of 
the skies and the beasts of the earth. 

16 And the Midianites were more afraid of Simeon, and they approached the sons of Jacob with 
terror and fright, and with pathetic words, saying, 

38. 

17 Surely you have said that the young man is your servant, and that he rebelled against you, and 
therefore you placed him in the pit; 

what then will you do with a servant who rebels against his master? 

Now therefore sell him unto us, and we will give you all that you require for him; 

39. 

and the Lord was pleased to do this in order that the sons of Jacob should not slay their brother. 

18 And the Midianites saw that Joseph was of a comely appearance and well-favored; 
they desired him in their hearts and were urgent to purchase him from his brethren. 

40. 

19 And the sons of Jacob hearkened to the Midianites and they sold their brother Joseph to them for 
twenty pieces of silver, and Reuben their brother was not with them, and the Midianites took 
Joseph and continued their journey to Gilead. 


41. 

20 They were going along the road, and the Midianites repented of what they had done, in having 
purchased the young man, and one said to the other, 

What is this thing that we have done, in taking this youth from the Hebrews, who is of comely 
appearance and well favored. 

21 Perhaps this youth is stolen from the land of the Hebrews, and why then have we done this 
thing? and if he should be sought for and found in our hands we shall die through him. 

42. 

22 Now surely hardy and powerful men have sold him to us, the strength of one of whom you saw 
this day; 

perhaps they stole him from his land with their might and with their powerful arm, and have 
therefore sold him to us for the small value which we gave unto them. 


133 



43. 

23 And whilst they were thus discoursing together, they looked, and behold the company of 
Ishmaelites which was coming at first, and which the sons of Jacob saw, was advancing toward the 
Midianites, and the Midianites said to each other, 

Come let us sell this youth to the company of Ishmaelites who are coming toward us, and we will 
take for him the little that we gave for him, and we will be delivered from his evil. 

44. 

24 And they did so, and they reached the Ishmaelites, and the Midianites sold Joseph to the 
Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver which they had given for him to his brethren. 

25 And the Midianites went on their road to Gilead, and the Ishmaelites took Joseph and they let 
him ride upon one of the camels, and they were leading him to Egypt. 

45. 

26 And Joseph heard that the Ishmaelites were proceeding to Egypt, and Joseph lamented and wept 
at this thing that he was to be so far removed from the land of Canaan, from his father, 

and he wept bitterly whilst he was riding upon the camel, and one of their men observed him, and 
made him go down from the camel and walk on foot, and notwithstanding this Joseph continued to 
cry and weep, and he said, O my father, my father. 

46. 

27 And one of the Ishmaelites rose up and smote Joseph upon the cheek, and still he continued to 
weep; 

and Joseph was fatigued in the road, and was unable to proceed on account of the bitterness of his 
soul, and they all smote him and afflicted him in the road, and they terrified him in order that he 
might cease from weeping. 


47. 

28 And the Lord saw the ambition of Joseph and his trouble, and the Lord brought down upon 
those men darkness and confusion, and the hand of every one that smote him became withered. 

29 And they said to each other, What is this thing that God has done to us in the road? 
and they knew not that this befell them on account of Joseph. 

48. 

And the men proceeded on the road, and they passed along the road of Ephrath where Rachel was 
buried. 

30 And Joseph reached his mother's grave, and Joseph hastened and ran to his mother's grave, and 
fell upon the grave and wept. 

31 And Joseph cried aloud upon his mother's grave, and he said, 

49. 

O my mother, my mother, O thou who didst give me birth, awake now, and rise and see thy son, 
how he has been sold for a slave, and no one to pity him. 

32 O rise and see thy son, weep with me on account of my troubles, and see the heart of my 
brethren. 

33 Arouse my mother, arouse, awake from thy sleep for me, and direct thy battles against my 
brethren. 


50. 

O how have they stripped me of my coat, and sold me already twice for a slave, and separated me 
from my father, and there is no one to pity me. 

34 Arouse and lay thy cause against them before God, and see whom God will justify in the 
judgment, and whom he will condemn. 

35 Rise, O my mother, rise, awake from thy sleep and see my father how his soul is with me this 
day, and comfort him and ease his heart. 
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51. 

36 And Joseph continued to speak these words, and Joseph cried aloud and wept bitterly upon his 
mother's grave; and he ceased speaking, and from bitterness of heart he became still as a stone 
upon the grave. 

37 And Joseph heard a voice speaking to him from beneath the ground, which answered him with 
bitterness of heart, and with a voice of weeping and praying in these words: 

52. 

38 My son, my son Joseph, I have heard the voice of thy weeping and the voice of thy lamentation; 
I have seen thy tears; I know thy troubles, my son, and it grieves me for thy sake, and abundant 
grief is added to my grief. 

39 Now therefore my son, Joseph my son, hope to the Lord, and wait for him and do not fear, for 
the Lord is with thee, he will deliver thee from all trouble. 

53. 

40 Rise my son, go down unto Egypt with thy masters, and do not fear, for the Lord is with thee, 
my son. 

And she continued to speak like unto these words unto Joseph, and she was still. 

41 And Joseph heard this, and he wondered greatly at this, and he continued to weep; 

and after this one of the Ishmaelites observed him crying and weeping upon the grave, and his 
anger was kindled against him, and he drove him from there, and he smote him and cursed him. 

54. 

42 And Joseph said unto the men, May I find grace in your sight to take me back to my father's 
house, and he will give you abundance of riches. 

43 And they answered him, saying, Art thou not a slave, and where is thy father? 

and if thou hadst a father thou wouldst not already twice have been sold for a slave for so little 
value; 

and their anger was still roused against him, and they continued to smite him and to chastise him, 
and Joseph wept bitterly. 


55. 

44 And the Lord saw Joseph's affliction, and Lord again smote these men, and chastised them, and 
the Lord caused darkness to envelope them upon the earth, and the lightning flashed and the 
thunder roared, and the earth shook at the voice of the thunder and of the mighty wind, and the men 
were terrified and knew not where they should go. 

45 And the beasts and camels stood still, and they led them, but they would not go, they smote 
them, and they crouched upon the ground; 


56. 

and the men said to each other, What is this that God has done to us? what are our transgressions, 
and what are our sins that this thing has thus befallen us? 

46 And one of them answered and said unto them. Perhaps on account of the sin of afflicting this 
slave has this thing happened this day to us; now therefore implore him strongly to forgive us, and 
then we shall know on whose account this evil befalleth us, and if God shall have compassion over 
us, then we shall know that all this cometh to us on account of the sin of afflicting this slave. 

57. 

47 And the men did so, and they supplicated Joseph and pressed him to forgive them; and they said, 
We have sinned to the Lord and to thee, now therefore vouchsafe to request of thy God that he shall 
put away this death from amongst us, for we have sinned to him. 

48 And Joseph did according to their words, and the Lord hearkened to Joseph, and the Lord put 
away the plague which he had inflicted upon those men on account of Joseph, 

and the beasts rose up from the ground and they conducted them, and they went on, 
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58 . 

and the raging storm abated and the earth became tranquilized, and the men proceeded on their 
journey to go down to Egypt, and the men knew that this evil had befallen them on account of 
Joseph. 

49 And they said to each other, Behold we know that it was on account of his affliction that this 
evil befell us; now therefore why shall we bring this death upon our souls? Let us hold counsel 
what to do to this slave. 


59. 

50 And one answered and said, Surely he told us to bring him back to his father; 

now therefore come, let us take him back and we will go to the place that he will tell us, and take 
from his family the price that we gave for him and we will then go away. 

51 And one answered again and said, Behold this counsel is very good, 

but we cannot do so for the way is very far from us, and we cannot go out of our road. 

60. 

52 And one more answered and said unto them, This is the counsel to be adopted, we will not 
swerve from it; behold we are this day going to Egypt, and when we shall have come to Egypt, we 
will sell him there at a high price, and we will be delivered from his evil. 

53 And this thing pleased the men and they did so, and they continued their journey to Egypt with 
Joseph. 


The Second Book of Jcisher 


CHAPTER THREE 
Divisions 61-90 


JASHER 43 


61. 

1 And when the sons of Jacob had sold their brother Joseph to the Midianites, their hearts were 
smitten on account of him, and they repented of their acts, and they sought for him to bring him 
back, but could not find him. 


62. 

2 And Reuben returned to the pit in which Joseph had been put, in order to lift him out, and restore 
him to his father, and Reuben stood by the pit, 

and he heard not a word, and he called out Joseph! Joseph! and no one answered or uttered a word. 


63. 

3 And Reuben said, Joseph has died through fright, or some serpent has caused his death; and 
Reuben descended into the pit, and he searched for Joseph and could not find him in the pit, and he 
came out again. 


64. 

4 And Reuben tore his garments and he said, The child is not there, and how shall I reconcile my 
father about him if he be dead? 

and he went to his brethren and found them grieving on account of Joseph, and counseling together 
how to reconcile their father about him, and Reuben said unto his brethren, 

I came to the pit and behold Joseph was not there, 

what then shall we say unto our father, for my father will only seek the lad from me. 

65. 

5 And his brethren answered him saying, Thus and thus we did, and our hearts afterward smote us 
on account of this act, and we now sit to seek a pretext how we shall reconcile our father to it. 

6 And Reuben said unto them, What is this you have done to bring down the grey hairs of our 
father in sorrow to the grave? the thing is not good, that you have done. 


136 



66. 

7 And Reuben sat with them, and they all rose up and swore to each other not to tell this thing unto 
Jacob, and they all said, 

The man who will tell this to our father or his household, or who will report this to any of the 
children of the land, we will all rise up against him and slay him with the sword. 

67. 

8 And the sons of Jacob feared each other in this matter, from the youngest to the oldest, and no 
one spoke a word, and they concealed the thing in their hearts. 

9 And they afterward sat down to determine and invent something to say unto their father Jacob 
concerning all these things. 


68 . 

10 And Issachar said unto them, Here is an advice for you if it seem good in your eyes to do this 
thing, take the coat which belongeth to Joseph and tear it, and kill a kid of the goats and dip it in its 
blood. 

11 And send it to our father and when he seeth it he will say an evil beast has devoured him, 
therefore tear ye his coat and behold his blood will be upon his coat, and by your doing this we 
shall be free of our father's murmurings. 


69. 

12 And Issachar's advice pleased them, and they hearkened unto him and they did according to the 
word of Issachar which he had counselled them. 

13 And they hastened and took Joseph's coat and tore it, and they killed a kid of the goats and 
dipped the coat in the blood of the kid, and then trampled it in the dust, 

70. 

and they sent the coat to their father Jacob by the hand of Naphtali, and they commanded him to 
say these words: 

14 We had gathered in the cattle and had come as far as the road to Shechem and farther, when we 
found this coat upon the road in the wilderness dipped in blood and in dust; 

now therefore know whether it be thy son's coat or not. 

71. 

15 And Naphtali went and he came unto his father and he gave him the coat, and he spoke unto him 
all the words which his brethren had commanded him. 

16 And Jacob saw Joseph's coat and he knew it and he fell upon his face to the ground, and became 
as still as a stone, and he afterward rose up and cried out with a loud and weeping voice and he 
said, It is the coat of my son Joseph! 


72. 

17 And Jacob hastened and sent one of his servants to his sons, who went to them and found them 
coming along the road with the flock. 

18 And the sons of Jacob came to their father about evening, and behold their garments were tom 
and dust was upon their heads, and they found their father crying out and weeping with a loud 
voice. 


73. 

19 And Jacob said unto his sons, Tell me truly what evil have you this day suddenly brought upon 
me? and they answered their father Jacob, saying, We were coming along this day after the flock 
had been gathered in, and we came as far as the city of Shechem by the road in the wilderness, and 
we found this coat filled with blood upon the ground, and we knew it and we sent unto thee if thou 
couldst know it. 


74. 

20 And Jacob heard the words of his sons and he cried out with a loud voice, and he said, It is the 
coat of my son, an evil beast has devoured him; Joseph is rent in pieces, for I sent him this day to 
see whether it was well with you and well with the flocks and to bring me word again from you, 
and he went as I commanded him, and this has happened to him this day whilst I thought my son 
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was with you. 

75. 

21 And the sons of Jacob answered and said, He did not come to us, neither have we seen him from 
the time of our going out from thee until now. 

22 And when Jacob heard their words he again cried out aloud, and he rose up and tore his 
garments, and he put sackcloth upon his loins, and he wept bitterly and he mourned and lifted up 
his voice in weeping and exclaimed and said these words, 

76. 

23 Joseph my son, O my son Joseph, I sent thee this day after the welfare of thy brethren, and 
behold thou hast been torn in pieces; through my hand has this happened to my son. 

24 It grieves me for thee Joseph my son, it grieves me for thee; how sweet wast thou to me during 
life, and now how exceedingly bitter is thy death to me. 

77. 

25 O that I had died in thy stead Joseph my son, for it grieves me sadly for thee my son, 

O my son, my son. Joseph my son, where art thou, and where hast thou been drawn? 
arouse, arouse from thy place, and come and see my grief for thee, O my son Joseph. 

26 Come now and number the tears gushing from my eyes down my cheeks, and bring them up 
before the Lord, that his anger may turn from me. 

78. 

27 O Joseph my son, how didst thou fall, by the hand of one by whom no one had fallen from the 
beginning of the world unto this day; for thou hast been put to death by the smiting of an enemy, 
inflicted with cruelty, but surely I know that this has happened to thee, on account of the multitude 
of my sins. 


79. 

28 Arouse now and see how bitter is my trouble for thee my son, although I did not rear thee, nor 
fashion thee, nor give thee breath and soul, but it was God who formed thee and built thy bones and 
covered them with flesh, and breathed in thy nostrils the breath of life, and then he gave thee unto 
me. 

29 Now truly God who gave thee unto me, he has taken thee from me, and such then has befallen 
thee 


80. 

30 And Jacob continued to speak like unto these words concerning Joseph, and he wept bitterly; he 
fell to the ground and became still. 

31 And all the sons of Jacob seeing their father's trouble, they repented of what they had done, and 
they also wept bitterly. 


81. 

32 And Judah rose up and lifted his father's head from the ground, and placed it upon his lap, and 
he wiped his father's tears from his cheeks, and Judah wept an exceeding great weeping, whilst his 
father's head was reclining upon his lap, still as a stone. 

82. 

33 And the sons of Jacob saw their father's trouble, and they lifted up their voices and continued to 
weep, and Jacob was yet lying upon the ground still as a stone. 

34 And all his sons and his servants and his servant's children rose up and stood round him to 
comfort him, and he refused to be comforted. 


83. 

35 And the whole household of Jacob rose up and mourned a great mourning on account of Joseph 
and their father's trouble, and the intelligence reached Isaac, the son of Abraham, the father of 
Jacob, and he wept bitterly on account of Joseph, he and all his household, and he went from the 
place where he dwelt in Hebron, and his men with him, and he comforted Jacob his son, and he 
refused to be comforted. 
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84. 

36 And after this, Jacob rose up from the ground, and his tears were running down his cheeks, and 
he said unto his sons. Rise up and take your swords and your bows, and go forth into the field, and 
seek whether you can find my son's body and bring it unto me that I may bury it. 

37 Seek also, I pray you, among the beasts and hunt them, and that which shall come the first 
before you seize and bring it unto me, perhaps the Lord will this day pity my affliction, and prepare 
before you that which did tear my son in pieces, and bring it unto me, and I will avenge the cause 
of my son. 


85. 

38 And his sons did as their father had commanded them, and they rose up early in the morning, 
and each took his sword and his bow in his hand, and they went forth into the field to hunt the 
beasts. 

39 And Jacob was still crying aloud and weeping and walking to and fro in the house, and smiting 
his hands together, saying, Joseph my son, Joseph my son. 

86 . 

40 And the sons of Jacob went into the wilderness to seize the beasts, and behold a wolf came 
toward them, and they seized him, and brought him unto their father, and they said unto him, This 
is the first we have found, and we have brought him unto thee as thou didst command us, and thy 
son’s body we could not find. 


87. 

41 And Jacob took the beast from the hands of his sons, and he cried out with a loud and weeping 
voice, holding the beast in his hand, and he spoke with a bitter heart unto the beast, 

Why didst thou devour my son Joseph, and how didst thou have no fear of the God of the earth, or 
of my trouble for my son Joseph? 

42 And thou didst devour my son for naught, because he committed no violence, and didst thereby 
render me culpable on his account, therefore God will require him that is persecuted. 


88 . 

43 And the Lord opened the mouth of the beast in order to comfort Jacob with its words, and it 
answered Jacob and spoke these words unto him, 

44 As God liveth who created us in the earth, and as thy soul liveth, my lord, I did not see thy son, 
neither did I tear him to pieces, but from a distant land I also came to seek my son who went from 
me this day, and I know not whether he be living or dead. 


89. 

45 And I came this day into the field to seek my son, and your sons found me, and seized me and 
increased my grief, and have this day brought me before thee, and I have now spoken all my words 
to thee. 

46 And now therefore, O son of man, I am in thy hands, and do unto me this day as it may seem 
good in thy sight, but by the life of God who created me, I did not see thy son, nor did I tear him to 
pieces, neither has the flesh of man entered my mouth all the days of my life. 

90. 

47 And when Jacob heard the words of the beast he was greatly astonished, and sent forth the beast 
from his hand, and she went her way. 

48 And Jacob was still crying aloud and weeping for Joseph day after day, and he mourned for his 
son many days. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 91-120 


91. 


JASHER 44:1 - 44:46 


1 And the sons of Ishmael who had bought Joseph from the Midianites, who had bought him from 
his brethren, went to Egypt with Joseph, 

and they came upon the borders of Egypt, and when they came near unto Egypt, they met four men 
of the sons of Medan the son of Abraham, who had gone forth from the land of Egypt on their 
journey. 


92. 

2 And the Ishmaelites said unto them. Do you desire to purchase this slave from us? 

and they said, Deliver him over to us, and they delivered Joseph over to them, and they beheld him, 
that he was a very comely youth and they purchased him for twenty shekels. 

93. 

3 And the Ishmaelites continued their journey to Egypt and the Medanim also returned that day to 
Egypt, and the Medanim said to each other, Behold we have heard that Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh, captain of the guard, seeketh a good servant who shall stand before him to attend him, and 
to make him overseer over his house and all belonging to him. 

4 Now therefore come let us sell him to him for what we may desire, if he be able to give unto us 
that which we shall require for him. 


94. 

5 And these Medanim went and came to the house of Potiphar, and said unto him, 

We have heard that thou seekest a good servant to attend thee, behold we have a servant that will 
please thee, if thou canst give unto us that which we may desire, and we will sell him unto thee. 

95. 

6 And Potiphar said, Bring him before me, and I will see him, 

and if he please me I will give unto you that which you may require for him. 

7 And the Medanim went and brought Joseph and placed him before Potiphar, and he saw him, and 
he pleased him exceedingly, and Potiphar said unto them, Tell me what you require for this youth? 

96. 

8 And they said, Four hundred [forty] pieces of silver we desire for him, and Potiphar said, I will 
give it you if you bring me the record of his sale to you, and will tell me his history, 

for perhaps he may be stolen, for this youth is neither a slave, nor the son of a slave, 
but I observe in him the appearance of a goodly and handsome person. 

97. 

9 And the Medanim went and brought unto him the Ishmaelites who had sold him to them, and they 
told him, saying, He is a slave and we sold him to them. 

10 And Potiphar heard the words of the Ishmaelites in his giving the silver unto the Medanim, and 
the Medanim took the silver and went on their journey, and the Ishmaelites also returned home. 

98. 

11 And Potiphar took Joseph and brought him to his house that he might serve him, and Joseph 
found favor in the sight of Potiphar, and he placed confidence in him, and made him overseer over 
his house, and all that belonged to him he delivered over into his hand. 

12 And the Lord was with Joseph and he became a prosperous man, and the Lord blessed the house 
of Potiphar for the sake of Joseph. 
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99. 

13 And Potiphar left all that he had in the hand of Joseph, and Joseph was one that caused things to 
come in and go out, and everything was regulated by his wish in the house of Potiphar. 

14 And Joseph was eighteen years old, a youth with beautiful eyes and of comely appearance, and 
like unto him was not in the whole land of Egypt. 

100 . 

15 At that time whilst he was in his master's house, going in and out of the house and attending his 
master, Zelicah, his master's wife, lifted up her eyes toward Joseph and she looked at him, and 
behold he was a youth comely and well favored. 

16 And she coveted his beauty in her heart, and her soul was fixed upon Joseph, and she enticed 
him day after day, and Zelicah persuaded Joseph daily, but Joseph did not lift up his eyes to behold 
his master's wife. 


101 . 

17 And Zelicah said unto him, How goodly are thy appearance and form, truly I have looked at all 
the slaves, and have not seen so beautiful a slave as thou art; 

and Joseph said unto her, Surely he who created me in my mother's womb created all mankind. 

102 . 

18 And she said unto him, How beautiful are thine eyes, with which thou hast dazzled all the 
inhabitants of Egypt, men and women; 

and he said unto her, How beautiful they are whilst we are alive, but shouldst thou behold them in 
the grave, surely thou wouldst move away from them. 

103. 

19 And she said unto him, How beautiful and pleasing are all thy words; take now, I pray thee, 
the harp which is in the house, and play with thy hands and let us hear thy words. 

20 And he said unto her, How beautiful and pleasing are my words when I speak the praise of my 
God and his glory; 


104. 

and she said unto him, How very beautiful is the hair of thy head, behold the golden comb which is 
in the house, take it I pray thee, and curl the hair of thy head. 

21 And he said unto her, How long wilt thou speak these words? cease to utter these words to me, 
and rise and attend to thy domestic affairs. 


105. 

22 And she said unto him. There is no one in my house, and there is nothing to attend to but to thy 
words and to thy wish; 

yet notwithstanding all this, she could not bring Joseph unto her, neither did he place his eye upon 
her, but directed his eyes below to the ground. 


106. 

23 And Zelicah desired Joseph in her heart, that he should lie with her, 

and at the time that Joseph was sitting in the house doing his work, Zelicah came and sat before 
him, and she enticed him daily with her discourse to lie with her, or ever to look at her, but Joseph 
would not hearken to her. 

24 And she said unto him, If thou wilt not do according to my words, I will chastise thee with the 
punishment of death, and put an iron yoke upon thee. 

107. 

25 And Joseph said unto her, Surely God who created man looseth the fetters of prisoners, and it is 
he who will deliver me from thy prison and from thy judgment. 

26 And when she could not prevail over him, to persuade him, and her soul being still fixed upon 
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him, her desire threw her into a grievous sickness. 


108. 

27 And all the women of Egypt came to visit her, and they said unto her, Why art thou in this 
declining state? thou that lackest nothing; 

surely thy husband is a great and esteemed prince in the sight of the king, shouldst thou lack 
anything of what thy heart desireth? 


109. 

28 And Zelicah answered them, saying, This day it shall be made known to you, whence this 
disorder springs in which you see me, 

and she commanded her maid servants to prepare food for all the women, and she made a banquet 
for them, and all the women ate in the house of Zelicah. 

29 And she gave them knives to peel the citrons to eat them, and she commanded that they should 
dress Joseph in costly garments, and that he should appear before them, 

110 . 

and Joseph came before their eyes and all the women looked on Joseph, and could not take their 
eyes from off him, and they all cut their hands with the knives that they had in their hands, and all 
the citrons that were in their hands were filled with blood. 

30 And they knew not what they had done but they continued to look at the beauty of Joseph, and 
did not turn their eyelids from him. 


111 . 

31 And Zelicah saw what they had done, and she said unto them, What is this work that you have 
done? behold I gave you citrons to eat and you have all cut your hands. 

32 And all the women saw their hands, and behold they were full of blood, and their blood flowed 
down upon their garments, 

and they said unto her, this slave in your house has overcome us, and we could not turn our eyelids 
from him on account of his beauty. 


112 . 

33 And she said unto them, Surely this happened to you in the moment that you looked at him, and 
you could not contain yourselves from him; how then can I refrain when he is constantly in my 
house, and I see him day after day going in and out of my house? how then can I keep from 
declining or even from perishing on account of this? 

113. 

34 And they said unto her, the words are true, for who can see this beautiful form in the house and 
refrain from him, and is he not thy slave and attendant in thy house, and why dost thou not tell him 
that which is in thy heart, and sufferest thy soul to perish through this matter? 

35 And she said unto them, I am daily endeavoring to persuade him, and he will not consent to my 
wishes, and I promised him everything that is good, and yet I could meet with no return from him; 

I am therefore in a declining state as you see. 


114. 

36 And Zelicah became very ill on account of her desire toward Joseph, and she was desperately 
lovesick on account of him, and all the people of the house of Zelicah and her husband knew 
nothing of this matter, that Zelicah was ill on account of her love to Joseph. 

37 And all the people of her house asked her, saying, Why art thou ill and declining, and lackest 
nothing? 


115. 

and she said unto them, I know not this thing which is daily increasing upon me. 

38 And all the women and her friends came daily to see her, and they spoke with her, and she said 
unto them, This can only be through the love of Joseph; 

and they said unto her, Entice him and seize him secretly, perhaps he may hearken to thee, and put 
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off this death from thee. 


116. 

39 And Zelicah became worse from her love to Joseph, and she continued to decline, till she had 
scarce strength to stand. 

40 And on a certain day Joseph was doing his master's work in the house, and Zelicah came 
secretly and fell suddenly upon him, and Joseph rose up against her, and he was more powerful 
than she, and he brought her down to the ground. 

117. 

41 And Zelicah wept on account of the desire of her heart toward him, and she supplicated him 
with weeping, and her tears flowed down her cheeks, and she spoke unto him in a voice of 
supplication and in bitterness of soul, saying, 

42 Hast thou ever heard, seen or known of so beautiful a woman as I am, or better than myself, 
who speak daily unto thee, fall into a decline through love for thee, confer all this honor upon thee, 
and still thou wilt not hearken to my voice? 


118. 

43 And if it be through fear of thy master lest he punish thee, as the king liveth no harm shall come 
to thee from thy master through this thing; 

now, therefore pray listen to me, and consent for the sake of the honor which I have conferred upon 
thee, and put off this death from me, and why should I die for thy sake? and she ceased to speak. 

44 And Joseph answered her, saying, Refrain from me, and leave this matter to my master; 

119. 

behold my master knoweth not what there is with me in the house, for all that belongeth to him he 
has delivered into my hand, and how shall I do these things in my master's house? 

45 For he hath also greatly honored me in his house, and he hath also made me overseer over his 
house, and he hath exalted me, and there is no one greater in this house than I am, 

and my master hath refrained nothing from me, excepting thee who art his wife, how then canst 
thou speak these words unto me, and how can I do this great evil and sin to God and to thy 
husband? 


120 . 

44:46 Now therefore refrain from me, and speak no more such words as these, for I will not 
hearken to thy words. 

But Zelicah would not hearken to Joseph when he spoke these words unto her, but she daily enticed 
him to listen to her. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Divisions 121-145 


121 . 


JASHER 44:47 - 44:80 


44:47 And it was after this that the brook of Egypt was filled above all its sides, and all the 
inhabitants of Egypt went forth, and also the king and princes went forth with timbrels and dances, 
for it was a great rejoicing in Egypt, and a holiday at the time of the inundation of the sea Sihor, 
and they went there to rejoice all the day. 


122 . 

48 And when the Egyptians went out to the river to rejoice, as was their custom, all the people of 
the house of Potiphar went with them, but Zelicah would not go with them, for she said, I am 
indisposed, and she remained alone in the house, and no other person was with her in the house. 

123. 

49 And she rose up and ascended to her temple in the house, and dressed herself in princely 
garments, and she placed upon her head precious stones of onyx stones, inlaid with silver and gold, 
and she beautified her face and skin with all sorts of women's purifying liquids, and she perfumed 
the temple and the house with cassia and frankincense, and she spread myrrh and aloes, 

and she afterward sat in the entrance of the temple, in the passage of the house, through which 
Joseph passed to do his work, 


124. 

and behold Joseph came from the field, and entered the house to do his master's work. 

50 And he came to the place through which he had to pass, and he saw all the work of Zelicah, and 
he turned back. 

51 And Zelicah saw Joseph turning back from her, and she called out to him, saying What aileth 
thee Joseph? come to thy work, and behold I will make room for thee until thou shalt have passed 
to thy seat. 


125. 

52 And Joseph returned and came to the house, and passed from thence to the place of his seat, and 
he sat down to do his master's work as usual and behold Zelicah came to him and stood before him 
in princely garments, and the scent from her clothes was spread to a distance. 

126. 

53 And she hastened and caught hold of Joseph and his garments, and she said unto him, As the 
king liveth if thou wilt not perform my request thou shalt die this day, and she hastened and 
stretched forth her other hand and drew a sword from beneath her garments, and she placed it upon 
Joseph's neck, and she said, Rise and perform my request, and if not thou diest this day. 

127. 

54 And Joseph was afraid of her at her doing this thing, and he rose up to flee from her, and she 
seized the front of his garments, 

and in the terror of his flight the garment which Zelicah seized was tom, and Joseph left the 
garment in the hand of Zelicah, and he fled and got out, for he was in fear. 

128. 

55 And when Zelicah saw that Joseph's garment was tom, and that he had left it in her hand, and 
had fled, she was afraid of her life, lest the report should spread concerning her, and she rose up 
and acted with cunning, and put off the garments in which she was dressed, and she put on her 
other garments. 
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129 . 

56 And she took Joseph's garment, and she laid it beside her, and she went and seated herself in the 
place where she had sat in her illness, before the people of her house had gone out to the river, and 
she called a young lad who was then in the house, and she ordered him to call the people of the 
house to her. 


130. 

57 And when she saw them she said unto them with a loud voice and lamentation, 

See what a Hebrew your master has brought to me in the house, for he came this day to lie with me. 

58 For when you had gone out he came to the house, and seeing that there was no person in the 
house, he came unto me, and caught hold of me, with intent to lie with me. 

131. 

59 And I seized his garments and tore them and called out against him with a loud voice, and when 
I had lifted up my voice he was afraid of his life and left his garment before me, and fled. 

60 And the people of her house spoke nothing, but their wrath was very much kindled against 
Joseph, and they went to his master and told him the words of his wile. 

132. 

61 And Potiphar came home enraged, and his wife cried out to him, saying, What is this thing that 
thou hast done unto me in bringing a Hebrew servant into my house, for he came unto me this day 
to sport with me; thus did he do unto me this day. 

62 And Potiphar heard the words of his wife, and he ordered Joseph to be punished with severe 
stripes, and they did so to him. 


133. 

63 And whilst they were smiting him, Joseph called out with a loud voice, and he lifted up his eyes 
to heaven, and he said, 

O Lord God, thou knowest that I am innocent of all these things, and why shall I die this day 
through falsehood, by the hand of these uncircumcised wicked men, whom thou knowest? 

134. 

64 And whilst Potiphar's men were beating Joseph, he continued to cry out and weep, and there was 
a child there eleven months old, and the Lord opened the mouth of the child, and he spake these 
words before Potiphar's men, who were smiting Joseph, saying, 

65 What do you want of this man, and why do you do this evil unto him? my mother speaketh 
falsely and uttereth lies; thus was the transaction. 

135. 

66 And the child told them accurately all that happened, and all the words of Zelicah to Joseph day 
after day did he declare unto them. 

67 And all the men heard the words of the child and they wondered greatly at the child's words, and 
the child ceased to speak and became still. 


136. 

68 And Potiphar was very much ashamed at the words of his son, and he commanded his men not 
to beat Joseph any more, and the men ceased beating Joseph. 

69 And Potiphar took Joseph and ordered him to be brought to justice before the priests, who were 
judges belonging to the king, in order to judge him concerning this affair. 

137. 

70 And Potiphar and Joseph came before the priests who were the king's judges, and he said unto 
them, Decide I pray you, what judgment is due to a servant, for thus has he done. 

71 And the priests said unto Joseph, Why didst thou do this thing to thy master? 
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138. 

and Joseph answered them, saying, Not so my lords, thus was the matter; 

and Potiphar said unto Joseph, Surely I entrusted in thy hands all that belonged to me, and I 
withheld nothing from thee but my wife, and how couldst thou do this evil? 

139. 

72 And Joseph answered saying, Not so my lord, as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, my lord, 
the word which thou didst hear from thy wife is untrue, for thus was the affair this day. 

73 A year has elapsed to me since I have been in thy house; hast thou seen any iniquity in me, or 
any thing which might cause thee to demand my life? 

140. 

74 And the priests said unto Potiphar, Send, we pray thee, 

and let them bring before us Joseph's tom garment, and let us see the tear in it, 

and if it shall be that the tear is in front of the garment, then his face must have been opposite to her 
and she must have caught hold of him, to come to her, 
and with deceit did thy wife do all that she has spoken. 

141. 

75 And they brought Joseph's garment before the priests who were judges, and they saw and behold 
the tear was in front of Joseph, and all the judging priests knew that she had pressed him, 

and they said, The judgment of death is not due to this slave for he has done nothing, 

but his judgment is, that he be placed in the prison house on account of the report, which through 

him has gone forth against thy wife. 


142. 

76 And Potiphar heard their words, and he placed him in the prison house, the place where the 
king's prisoners are confined, and Joseph was in the house of confinement twelve years. 

77 And notwithstanding this, his master's wife did not turn from him, and she did not cease from 
speaking to him day after day to hearken to her, 


143. 

and at the end of three months Zelicah continued going to Joseph to the house of confinement day 
by day, and she enticed him to hearken to her, 

and Zelicah said unto Joseph, How long wilt thou remain in this house? 
but hearken now to my voice, and I will bring thee out of this house. 

78 And Joseph answered her, saying, It is better for me to remain in this house than to hearken to 
thy words, to sin against God; 


144. 

and she said unto him, If thou wilt not perform my wish, I will pluck out thine eyes, add fetters to 
thy feet, and will deliver thee into the hands of them whom thou didst not know before. 

79 And Joseph answered her and said, Behold the God of the whole earth is able to deliver me from 
all that thou canst do unto me, for he openeth the eyes of the blind, and looseth those that are 
bound, and preserveth all strangers who are unacquainted with the land. 

145. 

80 And when Zelicah was unable to persuade Joseph to hearken to her, she left off going to entice 
him; and Joseph was still confined in the house of confinement. 

And Jacob the father of Joseph, and all his brethren who were in the land of Canaan still mourned 
and wept in those days on account of Joseph, for Jacob refused to be comforted for his son Joseph, 
and Jacob cried aloud, and wept and mourned all those days. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER SIX 
Divisions 146-170 


146. 


JASHER 45 


1 And it was at that time in that year, which is the year of Joseph's going down to Egypt after his 
brothers had sold him, that Reuben the son of Jacob went to Tirnnah and took unto him for a wife 
Eliuram, the daughter of Avi the Canaanite, and he came to her. 

2 And Eliuram the wife of Reuben conceived and bare him Hanoch, Palu, Chetzron, and Carmi, 
four sons; 


147. 

and Simeon his brother took his sister Dinah for a wife, and she bare unto him Memuel, Yamin, 
Ohad, Jachin, and Zochar, five sons. 

3 And he afterward came to Bunah the Canaanitish woman, the same is Bunah whom Simeon took 
captive from the city of Shechem, and Bunah was before Dinah and attended upon her, 

and Simeon came to her, and she bare unto him Saul. 

148. 

4 And Judah went at that time to Adulam, and he came to a man of Adulam, and his name was 
Hirah, 

and Judah saw there the daughter of a man from Canaan, and her name was Aliyath, the daughter 

of Shua, and he took her, and came to her, 

and Aliyath bare unto Judah, Er, Onan, and Shiloh; three sons. 

149. 

5 And Levi and Issachar went to the land of the east, 

and they took unto themselves for wives the daughters of Jobab the son of Yoktan, the son of Eber; 
and Jobab the son of Yoktan had two daughters; the name of the elder was Adinah, and the name of 
the younger was Aridah. 


150. 

6 And Levi took Adinah, and Issachar took Aridah, and they came to the land of Canaan, to their 
father's house, and Adinah bare unto Levi, Gershon, Kehath, and Merari; three sons. 

7 And Aridah bare unto Issachar Tola, Puvah, Job, and Shomron, four sons; 

151. 

and Dan went to the land of Moab and took for a wife Aphlaleth, the daughter of Chamudan the 
Moabite, and he brought her to the land of Canaan. 

8 And Aphlaleth was barren, she had no offspring, and God afterward remembered Aphlaleth the 
wife of Dan, and she conceived and bare a son, and she called his name Chushim. 

152. 

9 And Gad and Naphtali went to Haran and took from thence the daughters of Amuram the son of 
Uz, the son of Nahor, for wives. 

10 And these are the names of the daughters of Amuram; the name of the elder was Merimah, and 
the name of the younger Uzith; 


153. 

and Naphtali took Merimah, and Gad took Uzith; and brought them to the land of Canaan, to their 
father's house. 

11 And Merimah bare unto Naphtali Yachzeel, Guni, Jazer, and Shalem, four sons; 

and Uzith bare unto Gad Zephion, Chagi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Arab, seven sons. 

154. 

12 And Asher went forth and took Adon the daughter of Aphlal, the son of Hadad, the son of 
Ishmael, for a wife, and he brought her to the land of Canaan. 
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13 And Adon the wife of Asher died in those days: she had no offspring; 

155. 

and it was after the death of Adon that Asher went to the other side of the river and took for a wife 
Hadurah the daughter of Abimael, the son of Eber, the son of Shem. 

14 And the young woman was of a comely appearance, and a woman of sense, 
and she had been the wife of Malkiel the son of Elam, the son of Shem. 

156. 

15 And Hadurah bare a daughter unto Malkiel, and he called her name Serach, 
and Malkiel died after this, and Hadurah went and remained in her father's house. 

157. 

16 And after the death of the wife of Asher, he went and took Hadurah for a wife, 

and brought her to the land of Canaan, and Serach her daughter he also brought with them, 
and she was three years old, and the damsel was brought up in Jacob's house. 

158. 

17 And the damsel was of a comely appearance, and she went in the sanctified ways of the children 
of Jacob; she lacked nothing, and the Lord gave her wisdom and understanding. 

18 And Hadurah the wife of Asher conceived and bare unto him Yimnah, Yishvah, Yishvi, and 
Beriah; four sons. 


159. 

19 And Zebulun went to Midian, and took for a wife Merishah the daughter of Molad, the son of 
Abida, the son of Midian, and brought her to the land of Canaan. 

20 And Merushah bare unto Zebulun Sered, Elon and, Yachleel; three sons. 

160. 

21 And Jacob sent to Aram, the son of Zoba, the son of Terah, and he took for his son Benjamin 
Mechalia the daughter of Aram, and she came to the land of Canaan to the house of Jacob; 

and Benjamin was ten years old when he took Mechalia the daughter of Aram for a wife. 

161. 

22 And Mechalia conceived and bare unto Benjamin Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, five 
sons; 

and Benjamin went afterward and took for a wife Aribath, the daughter of Shomron, the son of 

Abraham, in addition to his first wife, and he was eighteen years old; 

and Aribath bare unto Benjamin Achi, Vosh, Mupim, Chupim, and Ord; five sons. 

162. 

23 And in those days Judah went to the house of Shem and took Tamar the daughter of Elam, the 
son of Shem, for a wife for his first born Er. 

24 And Er came to his wife Tamar, and she became his wife, and when he came to her he outwardly 
destroyed his seed, and his work was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord slew him. 

163. 

25 And it was after the death of Er, Judah's first born, that Judah said unto Onan, 

go to thy brother's wife and many her as the next of kin, and raise up seed to thy brother. 

164. 

26 And Onan took Tamar for a wife and he came to her, and Onan also did like unto the work of his 
brother, and his work was evil in the sight of the Lord, and he slew him also. 

165. 

27 And when Onan died, Judah said unto Tamar, Remain in thy father's house until my son Shiloh 
shall have grown up, 
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166. 

and Judah did no more delight in Tamar, to give her unto Shiloh, for he said, Peradventure he will 
also die like his brothers. 

28 And Tamar rose up and went and remained in her father's house, and Tamar was in her father's 
house for some time. 


167. 

29 And at the revolution of the year, Aliyath the wife of Judah died; and Judah was comforted for 
his wife, and after the death of Aliyath, Judah went up with his friend Hirah to Timnah to shear 
their sheep. 


168. 

30 And Tamar heard that Judah had gone up to Timnah to shear the sheep, and that Shiloh was 
grown up, and Judah did not delight in her. 


169. 

31 And Tamar rose up and put off the garments of her widowhood, and she put a vail upon her, and 
she entirely covered herself, and she went and sat in the public thoroughfare, which is upon the 
road to Timnah. 


170. 

32 And Judah passed and saw her and took her and he came to her, and she conceived by him, and 

at the time of being delivered, behold, there were twins in her womb, 

and he called the name of the first Perez, and the name of the second Zarah. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
Divisions 171-190 


JASHER 46 


171. 

1 In those days Joseph was still confined in the prison house in the land of Egypt. 

172. 

2 At that time the attendants of Pharaoh were standing before him, the chief of the butlers and the 
chief of the bakers which belonged to the king of Egypt. 


173. 

3 And the butler took wine and placed it before the king to drink, and the baker placed bread before 
the king to eat, and the king drank of the wine and ate of the bread, he and his servants and 
ministers that ate at the king's table. 


174. 

4 And whilst they were eating and drinking, the butler and the baker remained there, and Pharaoh's 
ministers found many flies in the wine, which the butler had brought, and stones of nitre were 
found in the baker's bread. 


175. 

5 And the captain of the guard placed Joseph as an attendant on Pharaoh's officers, and Pharaoh's 
officers were in confinement one year. 


176. 

6 And at the end of the year, they both dreamed dreams in one night, in the place of confinement 
where they were, and in the morning Joseph came to them to attend upon them as usual, and he saw 
them, and behold their countenances were dejected and sad. 
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177. 

7 And Joseph asked them, Why are your countenances sad and dejected this day? 
and they said unto him, We dreamed a dream, and there is no one to interpret it; 

178. 

and Joseph said unto them, Relate, I pray you, your dream unto me, and God shall give you an 
answer of peace as you desire. 

8 And the butler related his dream unto Joseph, and he said, 

179. 

I saw in my dream, and behold a large vine was before me, and upon that vine I saw three 
branches, and the vine speedily blossomed and reached a great height, and its clusters were ripened 
and became grapes. 

9 And I took the grapes and pressed them in a cup, and placed it in Pharaoh's hand and he drank; 

180. 

and Joseph said unto him, The three branches that were upon the vine are three days. 

10 Yet within three days, the king will order thee to be brought out and he will restore thee to thy 
office, and thou shalt give the king his wine to drink as at first when thou wast his butler; 

181. 

but let me find favor in thy sight, that thou shalt remember me to Pharaoh when it will be well with 
thee, and do kindness unto me, and get me brought forth from this prison, for I was stolen away 
from the land of Canaan and was sold for a slave in this place. 

11 And also that which was told thee concerning my master's wife is false, for they placed me in 
this dungeon for naught; 


182. 

and the butler answered Joseph, saying. If the king deal well with me as at first, as thou last 
interpreted to me, I will do all that thou desirest, and get thee brought out of this dungeon. 

183. 

12 And the baker, seeing that Joseph had accurately interpreted the butler's dream, also approached, 
and related the whole of his dream to Joseph. 


184. 

13 And he said unto him, In my dream I saw and behold three white baskets upon my head, and I 
looked, and behold there were in the upper-most basket all manner of baked meats for Pharaoh, and 
behold the birds were eating them from off my head. 

185. 

14 And Joseph said unto him, The three baskets which thou didst see are three days, yet within 
three days Pharaoh will take off thy head, and hang thee upon a tree, and the birds will eat thy flesh 
from off thee, as thou sawest in thy dream. 


186. 

15 In those days the queen was about to be delivered, and upon that day she bare a son unto the 
king of Egypt, and they proclaimed that the king had gotten his first born son and all the people of 
Egypt together with the officers and servants of Pharaoh rejoiced greatly. 

187. 

16 And upon the third day of his birth Pharaoh made a feast for his officers and servants, for the 
hosts of the land of Zoar and of the land of Egypt. 

188. 

17 And all the people of Egypt and the servants of Pharaoh came to eat and drink with the king at 
the feast of his son, and to rejoice at the king's rejoicing. 
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189. 

18 And all the officers of the king and his servants were rejoicing at that time for eight days at the 
feast, and they made merry with all sorts of musical instruments, with timbrels and with dances in 
the king's house for eight days. 


190. 

19 And the butler, to whom Joseph had interpreted his dream, forgot Joseph, and he did not 
mention him to the king as he had promised, for this thing was from the Lord in order to punish 
Joseph because he had trusted in man. 

20 And Joseph remained after this in the prison house two years, until he had completed twelve 
years. 


The Second Book of Jcisher 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
Divisions 191-215 


J ASHER 47 


191. 

1 And Isaac the son of Abraham was still living in those days in the land of Canaan; 
he was very aged, one hundred and eighty years old, 

and Esau his son, the brother of Jacob, was in the land of Edom, and he and his sons had 
possessions in it amongst the children of Seir. 


192. 

2 And Esau heard that his father's time was drawing nigh to die, and he and his sons and household 
came unto the land of Canaan, unto his father's house, and Jacob and his sons went forth from the 
place where they dwelt in Hebron, and they all came to their father Isaac, and they found Esau and 
his sons in the tent. 


193. 

3 And Jacob and his sons sat before his father Isaac, and Jacob was still mourning for his son 
Joseph. 

4 And Isaac said unto Jacob, Bring me hither thy sons and I will bless them; and Jacob brought his 
eleven children before his father Isaac. 


194. 

5 And Isaac placed his hands upon all the sons of Jacob, and he took hold of them and embraced 
them, and kissed them one by one, and Isaac blessed them on that day, and he said unto them, May 
the God of your fathers bless you and increase your seed like the stars of heaven for number. 

195. 

6 And Isaac also blessed the sons of Esau, saying, May God cause you to be a dread and a terror to 
all that will behold you, and to all your enemies. 

196. 

7 And Isaac called Jacob and his sons, and they all came and sat before Isaac, 

and Isaac said unto Jacob, The Lord God of the whole earth said unto me, Unto thy seed will I give 
this land for an inheritance if thy children keep my statutes and my ways, and I will perform unto 
them the oath which I swore unto thy father Abraham. 

197. 

8 Now therefore my son, teach thy children and thy children's children to fear the Lord, and to go 
in the good way which will please the Lord thy God, for if you keep the ways of the Lord and his 
statutes the Lord will also keep unto you his covenant with Abraham, and will do well with you and 
your seed all the days. 
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198. 

9 And when Isaac had finished commanding Jacob and his children, he gave up the ghost and died, 
and was gathered unto his people. 

10 And Jacob and Esau fell upon the face of their father Isaac, and they wept, 

and Isaac was one hundred and eighty years old when he died in the land of Canaan, in Hebron, 
and his sons carried him to the cave of Machpelah, which Abraham had bought from the children 
of Hcth for a possession of a burial place. 


199. 

11 And all the kings of the land of Canaan went with Jacob and Esau to bury Isaac, and all the 
kings of Canaan showed Isaac great honor at his death. 

12 And the sons of Jacob and the sons of Esau went barefooted round about, walking and 
lamenting until they reached Kireath-arba. 


200 . 

13 And Jacob and Esau buried their father Isaac in the cave of Machpelah, which is in Kireath-arba 
in Hebron, and they buried him with very great honor, as at the funeral of kings. 

201 . 

14 And Jacob and his sons, and Esau and his sons, and all the kings of Canaan made a great and 
heavy mourning, and they buried him and mourned for him many days. 

202 . 

15 And at the death of Isaac, he left his cattle and his possessions and all belonging to him to his 
sons; 

and Esau said unto Jacob, Behold I pray thee, all that our father has left we will divide it in two 
parts, and I will have the choice, and Jacob said, We will do so. 

203. 

16 And Jacob took all that Isaac had left in the land of Canaan, the cattle and the property, 
and he placed them in two parts before Esau and his sons, and he said unto Esau, 

Behold all this is before thee, choose thou unto thyself the half which thou wilt take. 

204. 

17 And Jacob said unto Esau, Hear thou I pray thee, what I will speak unto thee, saying, 

The Lord God of heaven and earth spoke unto our fathers Abraham and Isaac, saying, 

Unto thy seed will I give this land for an inheritance forever. 

205. 

18 Now therefore all that our father has left is before thee, and behold all the land is before thee; 
choose thou from them what thou desirest. 

19 If thou desirest the whole land take it for thee and thy children forever, and I will take this 
riches, and it thou desirest the riches take it unto thee, and I will take this land for me and for my 
children to inherit it forever. 


206. 

20 And Nebayoth, the son of Ishmael, was then in the land with his children, and Esau went on that 
day and consulted with him, saying, 

21 Thus has Jacob spoken unto me, and thus has he answered me, now give thy advice and we will 
hear. 


207. 

22 And Nebayoth said, What is this that Jacob hath spoken unto thee? 

behold all the children of Canaan are dwelling securely in their land, and Jacob sayeth he will 
inherit it with his seed all the days. 

23 Go now therefore and take all thy father's riches and leave Jacob thy brother in the land, as he 
has spoken. 
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208. 

24 And Esau rose up and returned to Jacob, and did all that Nebayoth the son of Ishmael had 
advised; 

and Esau took all the riches that Isaac had left, the souls, the beasts, the cattle and the property, and 
all the riches; he gave nothing to his brother Jacob; 

and Jacob took all the land of Canaan, from the brook of Egypt unto the river Euphrates, and he 
took it for an everlasting possession, and for his children and for his seed after him forever. 

209. 

25 Jacob also took from his brother Esau the cave of Machpelah, which is in Hebron, which 
Abraham had bought from Ephron for a possession of a burial place for him and his seed forever. 

26 And Jacob wrote all these things in the book of purchase, and he signed it, and he testified all 
this with four faithful witnesses. 


210 . 

27 And these are the words which Jacob wrote in the book, saying: 

The land of Canaan and all the cities of the Hittites, the Hivites, the Jcbusites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, and the Gergashites, 

all the seven nations from the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates. 

211 . 

28 And the city of Hebron Kireath-arba, and the cave which is in it, 

the whole did Jacob buy from his brother Esau for value, for a possession and for an inheritance for 
his seed after him forever. 


212 . 

29 And Jacob took the book of purchase and the signature, the command and the statutes and the 
revealed book, and he placed them in an earthen vessel in order that they should remain for a long 
time, and he delivered them into the hands of his children. 

213. 

30 Esau took all that his father had left him after his death from his brother Jacob, 

and he took all the property, from man and beast, camel and ass, ox and lamb, silver and gold, 
stones and bdellium, and all the riches which had belonged to Isaac the son of Abraham; 
there was nothing left which Esau did not take unto himself, from all that Isaac had left after his 
death. 


214. 

31 And Esau took all this, and he and his children went home to the land of Seir the Horite, away 
from his brother Jacob and his children. 

32 And Esau had possessions amongst the children of Seir, and Esau returned not to the land of 
Canaan from that day forward. 


215. 

33 And the whole land of Canaan became an inheritance to the children of Israel for an everlasting 
inheritance, and Esau with all his children inherited the mountain of Seir. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER NINE 
Divisions 216-250 


216. 


JASHER 48:1 - 48:41 


1 In those days, after the death of Isaac, the Lord commanded and caused a famine upon the whole 
earth. 


217. 

2 At that time Pharaoh king of Egypt was sitting upon his throne in the land of Egypt, and lay in his 
bed and dreamed dreams, and Pharaoh saw in his dream that he was standing by the side of the 
river of Egypt. 


218. 

3 And whilst he was standing he saw and behold seven fat fleshed and well favored kine came up 
out of the river. 

4 And seven other kine, lean fleshed and ill favored, came up after them, and the seven ill favored 
ones swallowed up the well favored ones, and still their appearance was ill as at first. 

219. 

5 And he awoke, and he slept again and he dreamed a second time, 

and he saw and behold seven ears of com came up upon one stalk, rank and good, 

and seven thin ears blasted with the east wind sprang, up after them, 

and the thin ears swallowed up the full ones, and Pharaoh awoke out of his dream. 

220 . 

6 And in the morning the king remembered his dreams, and his spirit was sadly troubled on account 
of his dreams, and the king hastened and sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and the 
wise men, and they came and stood before Pharaoh. 

221 . 

7 And the king said unto them, I have dreamed dreams, and there is none to interpret them; 
and they said unto the king, relate thy dreams to thy servants and let us hear them. 

8 And the king related his dreams to them, and they all answered and said with one voice to the 
king, may the king live forever; and this is the interpretation of thy dreams. 

222 . 

9 The seven good kine which thou didst see denote seven daughters that will be born unto thee in 
the latter days, and the seven kine which thou sawest come up after them, and swallowed them up, 
are for a sign that the daughters which will be born unto thee will all die in the life-time of the king. 

223. 

10 And that which thou didst see in the second dream of seven full good ears of com coming up 
upon one stalk, this is their interpretation, 

that thou wilt build unto thyself in the latter days seven cities throughout the land of Egypt; 

and that which thou sawest of the seven blasted ears of corn springing up after them and 
swallowing them up whilst thou didst behold them with thine eyes, is for a sign that the cities 
which thou wilt build will all be destroyed in the latter days, in the life-time of the king. 

224. 

11 And when they spoke these words the king did not incline his ear to their words, neither did he 
fix his heart upon them, for the king knew in his wisdom that they did not give a proper 
interpretation of the dreams; 

and when they had finished speaking before the king, the king answered them, saying, What is this 
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thing that you have spoken unto me? surely you have uttered falsehood and spoken lies; 
therefore now give the proper interpretation of my dreams, that you may not die. 

225. 

12 And the king commanded after this, and he sent and called again for other wise men, and they 
came and stood before the king, and the king related his dreams to them, and they all answered him 
according to the first interpretation, 

and the king's anger was kindled and he was very wroth, and the king said unto them, 

Surely you speak lies and utter falsehood in what you have said. 

226. 

13 And the king commanded that a proclamation should be issued throughout the land of Egypt, 
saying, It is resolved by the king and his great men, that any wise man who knoweth and 
understandeth the interpretation of dreams, and will not come this day before the king, shall die. 

14 And the man that will declare unto the king the proper interpretation of his dreams, there shall 
be given unto him all that he will require from the king. 

227. 

And all the wise men of the land of Egypt came before the king, together with all the magicians 
and sorcerers that were in Egypt and in Goshen, in Raineses, in Tachpanches, in Zoar, and in all the 
places on the borders of Egypt, and they all stood before the king. 

228. 

15 And all the nobles and the princes, and the attendants belonging to the king, came together from 
all the cities of Egypt, and they all sat before the king, and the king related his dreams before the 
wise men, and the princes, and all that sat before the king were astonished at the vision. 

229. 

16 And all the wise men who were before the king were greatly divided in their interpretation of his 
dreams; some of them interpreted them to the king, saying, The seven good kine are seven kings, 
who from the king's issue will be raised over Egypt. 

230. 

17 And the seven bad kine are seven princes, who will stand up against them in the latter days and 
destroy them; and the seven ears of corn are the seven great princes belonging to Egypt, who will 
fall in the hands of the seven less powerful princes of their enemies, in the wars of our lord the 
king. 


231. 

18 And some of them interpreted to the king in this manner, saying, The seven good kine are the 
strong cities of Egypt, and the seven bad kine are the seven nations of the land of Canaan, who will 
come against the seven cities of Egypt in the latter days and destroy them. 

232. 

19 And that which thou sawest in the second dream, of seven good and bad ears of corn, is a sign 
that the government of Egypt will again return to thy seed as at first. 

20 And in his reign the people of the cities of Egypt will turn against the seven cities of Canaan 
who are stronger than they are, and will destroy them, and the government of Egypt will return to 
thy seed. 


233. 

21 And some of them said unto the king, This is the interpretation of thy dreams; 

the seven good kine are seven queens, whom thou wilt take for wives in the latter days, 
and the seven bad kine denote that those women will all die in the lifetime of the king. 

234. 

22 And the seven good and bad ears of corn which thou didst see in the second dream are fourteen 
children, and it will be in the latter days that they will stand up and fight amongst themselves, 

and seven of them will smite the seven that are more powerful. 
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235 . 

23 And some of them said these words unto the king, saying, 

The seven good kine denote that seven children will be bom to thee, and they will slay seven of thy 
children's children in the latter days; 


236. 

and the seven good ears of corn which thou didst see in the second dream, 

are those princes against whom seven other less powerful princes will fight and destroy them in the 
latter days, and avenge thy children's cause, and the government will again return to thy seed. 

237. 

24 And the king heard all the words of the wise men of Egypt and their interpretation of his 
dreams, and none of them pleased the king. 

25 And the king knew in his wisdom that they did not altogether speak correctly in all these words, 
for this was from the Lord to frustrate the words of the wise men of Egypt, in order that Joseph 
might go forth from the house of confinement, and in order that he should become great in Egypt. 

238. 

26 And the king saw that none amongst all the wise men and magicians of Egypt spoke correctly to 
him, and the king's wrath was kindled, and his anger burned within him. 

27 And the king commanded that all the wise men and magicians should go out from before him, 
and they all went out from before the king with shame and disgrace. 

239. 

28 And the king commanded that a proclamation be sent throughout Egypt to slay all the magicians 
that were in Egypt, and not one of them should be suffered to live. 

29 And the captains of the guards belonging to the king rose up, and each man drew his sword, and 
they began to smite the magicians of Egypt, and the wise men. 

240. 

30 And after this Merod, chief butler to the king, came and bowed down before the king and sat 
before him. 

31 And the butler said unto the king, May the king live forever, and his government be exalted in 
the land. 


241. 

32 Thou wast angry with thy servant in those days, now two years past, and didst place me in the 
ward, and I was for some time in the ward, I and the chief of the bakers. 

33 And there was with us a Hebrew servant belonging to the captain of the guard, his name was 
Joseph, for his master had been angry with him and placed him in the house of confinement, and he 
attended us there. 


242. 

34 And in some time after when we were in the ward, we dreamed dreams in one night, I and the 
chief of the bakers; we dreamed, each man according to the interpretation of his dream. 

35 And we came in the morning and told them to that servant, and he interpreted to us our dreams, 
to each man according to his dream, did he correctly interpret. 

243. 

36 And it came to pass as he interpreted to us, so was the event; there fell not to the ground any of 
his words. 

37 And now therefore my lord and king do not slay the people of Egypt for naught; behold that 
slave is still confined in the house by the captain of the guard his master, in the house of 
confinement. 


244. 

38 If it pleaseth the king let him send for him that he may come before thee and he will make 
known to thee, the correct interpretation of the dream which thou didst dream. 

39 And the king heard the words of the chief butler, and the king ordered that the wise men of 


156 



Egypt should not be slain. 

245. 

40 And the king ordered his servants to bring Joseph before him, and the king said unto them, Go 
to him and do not terrify him lest he be confused and will not know to speak properly. 

48:41 And the servants of the king went to Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the 
dungeon, and the king's servants shaved him, and he changed his prison garment and he came 
before the king. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TEN 
Divisions 246-265 


246. 


JASHER 48:42 - 48:66 


48:42 And the king was sitting upon his royal throne in a princely [robe] girt around with a golden 
ephod, and the fine gold which was upon it sparkled, and the carbuncle and the ruby and the 
emerald, together with all the precious stones that were upon the king's head, dazzled the eye, and 
Joseph wondered greatly at the king. 


247. 

43 And the throne upon which the king sat was covered with gold and silver, and with onyx stones, 
and it had seventy steps. 

44 And it was their custom throughout the land of Egypt, that every man who came to speak to the 
king, if he was a prince or one that was estimable in the sight of the king, he ascended to the king's 
throne as far as the thirty-first step, and the king would descend to the thirty-sixth step, and speak 
with him. 


248. 

45 If he was one of the common people, he ascended to the third step, and the king would descend 
to the fourth and speak to him, and their custom was, moreover, that any man who understood to 
speak in all the seventy languages, he ascended the seventy steps, and went up and spoke till he 
reached the king. 


249. 

46 And any man who could not complete the seventy, he ascended as many steps as the languages 
which he knew to speak in. 

47 And it was customary in those days in Egypt that no one should reign over them, but who 
understood to speak in the seventy languages. 


250. 

48 And when Joseph came before the king he bowed down to the ground before the king, and he 
ascended to the third step, and the king sat upon the fourth step and spoke with Joseph. 

251. 

49 And the king said unto Joseph, I dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter to interpret it 
properly, and I commanded this day that all the magicians of Egypt and the wise men thereof, 
should come before me, and I related my dreams to them, and no one has properly interpreted them 
to me. 

50 And after this I this day heard concerning thee, that thou art a wise man, and canst correctly 
interpret every dream that thou hearest. 


252. 

51 And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, Let Pharaoh relate his dreams that he dreamed; surely 
the interpretations belong to God; 

and Pharaoh related his dreams to Joseph, the dream of the kine, and the dream of the ears of com, 
and the king left off speaking. 
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253 . 

52 And Joseph was then clothed with the spirit of God before the king, and he knew all the things 
that would befall the king from that day forward, and he knew the proper interpretation of the 
king's dream, and he spoke before the king. 

53 And Joseph found favor in the sight of the king, and the king inclined his ears and his heart, and 
he heard all the words of Joseph. 


254. 

And Joseph said unto the king, Do not imagine that they are two dreams, for it is only one dream, 
for that which God has chosen to do throughout the land he has shown to the king in his dream, and 
this is the proper interpretation of thy dream: 


255. 

54 The seven good kine and ears of com are seven years, and the seven bad kine and ears of com 
are also seven years; it is one dream. 


256. 

55 Behold the seven years that are coming there will be a great plenty throughout the land, and 
after that the seven years of famine will follow them, a very grievous famine; and all the plenty will 
be forgotten from the land, and the famine will consume the inhabitants of the land. 

257. 

56 The king dreamed one dream, and the dream was therefore repeated unto Pharaoh because the 
thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

258. 

57 Now therefore I will give thee counsel and deliver thy soul and the souls of the inhabitants of 
the land from the evil of the famine, that thou seek throughout thy kingdom for a man very discreet 
and wise, who knoweth all the affairs of government, and appoint him to superintend over the land 
of Egypt. 


259. 

58 And let the man whom thou placest over Egypt appoint officers under him, that they gather in 
all the food of the good years that are coming, and let them lay up com and deposit it in thy 
appointed stores. 

59 And let them keep that food for the seven years of famine, that it may be found for thee and thy 
people and thy whole land, and that thou and thy land be not cut off by the famine. 

260. 

60 Let all the inhabitants of the land be also ordered that they gather in, every man the produce of 
his field, of all sorts of food, during the seven good years, and that they place it in their stores, that 
it may be found for them in the days of the famine and that they may live upon it. 

261. 

61 This is the proper interpretation of thy dream, and this is the counsel given to save thy soul and 
the souls of all thy subjects. 

62 And the king answered and said unto Joseph, Who sayeth and who knoweth that thy words are 
correct? 


262. 

And he said unto the king, This shall be a sign for thee respecting all my words, that they are tme 
and that my advice is good for thee. 

63 Behold thy wife sitteth this day upon the stool of delivery, and she will bear thee a son and thou 
wilt rejoice with him; when thy child shall have gone forth from his mother's womb, thy first born 
son that has been born these two years back shall die, and thou wilt be comforted in the child that 
will be bom unto thee this day. 
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263. 

64 And Joseph finished speaking these words to the king, and he bowed down to the king and he 
went out, and when Joseph had gone out from the king's presence, those signs which Joseph had 
spoken unto the king came to pass on that day. 


264. 

65 And the queen bare a son on that day and the king heard the glad tidings about his son, and he 
rejoiced, and when the reporter had gone forth from the king's presence, the king's servants found 
the first born son of the king fallen dead upon the ground. 

265. 

66 And there was great lamentation and noise in the king's house, and the king heard it, and he said, 
What is the noise and lamentation that I have heard in the house? 

and they told the king that his first born son had died; 

then the king knew that all Joseph's words that he had spoken were correct, and the king was 
consoled for his son by the child that was born to him on that day as Joseph had spoken. 


The Second Book of Jcisher 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 
Divisions 266-295 


JASHER 49 


266. 

1 After these things the king sent and assembled all his officers and servants, and all the princes 
and nobles belonging to the king, and they all stood before the king. 

2 And the king said unto them, 


267. 

Behold you have seen and heard all the words of this Hebrew man, and all the signs which he 
declared would come to pass, and not any of his words have fallen to the ground. 

3 You know that he has given a proper interpretation of the dream, and it will surely come to pass, 

268. 

now therefore take counsel, and know what you will do, and how the land will be delivered from 
the famine. 

4 Seek now and see whether the like can be found, in whose heart there is wisdom and knowledge, 
and I will appoint him over the land. 


269. 

5 For you have heard what the Hebrew man has advised concerning this to save the land therewith 
from the famine, 

and I know that the land will not be delivered from the famine but with the advice of the Hebrew 
man, him that advised me. 


270. 

6 And they all answered the king and said, The counsel which the Hebrew has given concerning 
this is good; now therefore, our lord and king, behold the whole land is in thy hand, do that which 
seemeth good in thy sight. 

7 Him whom thou chooses, and whom thou in thy wisdom knowest to be wise and capable of 
delivering the land with his wisdom, him shall the king appoint to be under him over the land. 

271. 

8 And the king said to all the officers: I have thought that since God has made known to the 
Hebrew man all that he has spoken, there is none so discreet and wise in the whole land as he is; if 
it seem good in your sight I will place him over the land, for he will save the land with his wisdom. 
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272. 

9 And all the officers answered the king and said, But surely it is written in the laws of Egypt, and 
it should not be violated, that no man shall reign over Egypt, nor be the second to the king, but one 
who has knowledge in all the languages of the sons of men. 

273. 

10 Now therefore our lord and king, behold this Hebrew man can only speak the Hebrew language, 
and how then can he be over us the second under government, a man who not even knoweth our 
language? 

11 Now we pray thee send for him, and let him come before thee, and prove him in all things, and 
do as thou see fit. 


274. 

12 And the king said, It shall be done tomorrow, and the thing that you have spoken is good; 
and all the officers stood on that day before the king. 

13 And on that night the Lord sent one of his ministering angels, and he came into the land of 
Egypt unto Joseph, and the angel of the Lord stood over Joseph, 

275. 

and behold Joseph was lying in the bed at night in his master's house in the dungeon, for his master 
had put him back into the dungeon on account of his wife. 

14 And the angel roused him from his sleep, and Joseph rose up and stood upon his legs, and 
behold the angel of the Lord was standing opposite to him; 

and the angel of the Lord spoke with Joseph, and he taught him all the languages of man in that 
night, and he called his name Jehoseph. 


276. 

15 And the angel of the Lord went from him, and Joseph returned and lay upon his bed, 
and Joseph was astonished at the vision which he saw. 

16 And it came to pass in the morning that the king sent for all his officers and servants, and they 
all came and sat before the king, and the king ordered Joseph to be brought, and the king's servants 
went and brought Joseph before Pharaoh. 


277. 

17 And the king came forth and ascended the steps of the throne, and Joseph spoke unto the king in 
all languages, and Joseph went up to him and spoke unto the king until he arrived before the king 
in the seventieth step, and he sat before the king. 

18 And the king greatly rejoiced on account of Joseph, and all the king's officers rejoiced greatly 
with the king when they heard all the words of Joseph. 

278. 

19 And the thing seemed good in the sight of the king and the officers, to appoint Joseph to be 
second to the king over the whole land of Egypt, and the king spoke to Joseph, saying, 

20 Now thou didst give me counsel to appoint a wise man over the land of Egypt, in order with his 
wisdom to save the land from the famine; 


279. 

now therefore, since God has made all this known to thee, and all the words which thou hast 
spoken, there is not throughout the land a discreet and wise man like unto thee. 

21 And thy name no more shall be called Joseph, but Zaphnath Paaneah shall be thy name; 
thou shalt be second to me, and according to thy word shall be all the affairs of my government, 
and at thy word shall my people go out and come in. 
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280. 

22 Also from under thy hand shall my servants and officers receive their salary which is given to 
them monthly, and to thee shall all the people of the land bow down; only in my throne will I be 
greater than thou. 

23 And the king took off his ring from his hand and put it upon the hand of Joseph, and the king 
dressed Joseph in a princely garment, and he put a golden crown upon his head, and he put a 
golden chain upon his neck. 


281. 

24 And the king commanded his servants, and they made him ride in the second chariot belonging 
to the king, that went opposite to the king's chariot, and he caused him to ride upon a great and 
strong horse from the king's horses, and to be conducted through the streets of the land of Egypt. 

25 And the king commanded that all those that played upon timbrels, harps and other musical 
instruments should go forth with Joseph; one thousand timbrels, one thousand mecholoth, and one 
thousand nebalim went after him. 


282. 

26 And five thousand men, with drawn swords glittering in their hands, and they went marching 
and playing before Joseph, and twenty thousand of the great men of the king girt with girdles of 
skin covered with gold, marched at the right hand of Joseph, and twenty thousand at his left, and all 
the women and damsels went upon the roofs or stood in the streets playing and rejoicing at Joseph, 
and gazed at the appearance of Joseph and at his beauty. 

283. 

27 And the king's people went before him and behind him, perfuming the road with frankincense 
and with cassia, and with all sorts of fine perfume, and scattered myrrh and aloes along the road, 
and twenty men proclaimed these words before him throughout the land in a loud voice: 

284. 

28 Do you see this man whom the king has chosen to be his second? all the affairs of government 
shall be regulated by him, and he that transgresses his orders, or that does not bow down before 
him to the ground, shall die, for he rebels against the king and his second. 

285. 

29 And when the heralds had ceased proclaiming, all the people of Egypt bowed down to the 
ground before Joseph and said, May the king live, also may his second live; and all the inhabitants 
of Egypt bowed down along the road, and when the heralds approached them, they bowed down, 
and they rejoiced with all sorts of timbrels, mechol and nebal before Joseph. 

286. 

30 And Joseph upon his horse lifted up his eyes to heaven, and called out and said, He raiseth the 
poor man from the dust, He lifteth up the needy from the dunghill. O Lord of Hosts, happy is the 
man who trusteth in thee. 

31 And Joseph passed throughout the land of Egypt with Pharaoh's servants and officers, and they 
showed him the whole land of Egypt and all the king's treasures. 

287. 

32 And Joseph returned and came on that day before Pharaoh, and the king gave unto Joseph a 
possession in the land of Egypt, a possession of fields and vineyards, and the king gave unto Joseph 
three thousand talents of silver and one thousand talents of gold, and onyx stones and bdellium and 
many gifts. 


288. 

33 And on the next day the king commanded all the people of Egypt to bring unto Joseph offerings 
and gifts, and that he that violated the command of the king should die; 

and they made a high place in the street of the city, and they spread out garments there, and 
whoever brought anything to Joseph put it into the high place. 


161 



289 . 

34 And all the people of Egypt cast something into the high place, one man a golden ear-ring, and 
the other rings and ear-rings, and different vessels of gold and silver work, and onyx stones and 
bdellium did he cast upon the high place; every one gave something of what he possessed. 

35 And Joseph took all these and placed them in his treasuries, and all the officers and nobles 
belonging to the king exalted Joseph, and they gave him many gifts, seeing that the king had 
chosen him to be his second. 


290. 

36 And the king sent to Potiphera, the son of Ahiram priest of On, and he took his young daughter 
Osnath and gave her unto Joseph for a wife. 

37 And the damsel was very comely, a virgin, one whom man had not known, 

and Joseph took her for a wife; and the king said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and beside thee none 
shall dare to lift up his hand or his foot to regulate my people throughout the land of Egypt. 

291. 

38 And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh, and Joseph went out from 
before the king, and he became the king's second in Egypt. 

39 And the king gave Joseph a hundred servants to attend him in his house, and Joseph also sent 
and purchased many servants and they remained in the house of Joseph. 

292. 

40 Joseph then built for himself a very magnificent house like unto the houses of kings, before the 
court of the king's palace, 

and he made in the house a large temple, very elegant in appearance and convenient for his 
residence; three years was Joseph in erecting his house. 

293. 

41 And Joseph made unto himself a very elegant throne of abundance of gold and silver, and he 
covered it with onyx stones and bdellium, 

and he made upon it the likeness of the whole land of Egypt, and the likeness of the river of Egypt 
that watereth the whole land of Egypt; 


294. 

and Joseph sat securely upon his throne in his house and the Lord increased Joseph's wisdom. 

42 And all the inhabitants of Egypt and Pharaoh's servants and his princes loved Joseph 
exceedingly, for this thing was from the Lord to Joseph. 

295. 

43 And Joseph had an army that made war, going out in hosts and troops to the number of forty 
thousand six hundred men, capable of bearing arms to assist the king and Joseph against the enemy, 
besides the king's officers and his servants and inhabitants of Egypt without number. 

44 And Joseph gave unto his mighty men, and to all his host, shields and javelins, and caps and 
coats of mail and stones for slinging. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWELVE 
Divisions 296-320 


296. 


JASHER 50 


1 At that time the children of Tarshish came against the sons of Ishmael, and made war with them, 
and the children of Tarshish spoiled the Ishmaelites for a long time. 

2 And the children of Ishmael were small in number in those days, and they could not prevail over 
the children of Tarshish, and they were sorely oppressed. 


297. 

3 And the old men of the Ishmaelites sent a record to the king of Egypt, saying, Send I pray thee 
unto thy servants officers and hosts to help us to fight against the children of Tarshish, for we have 
been consuming away for a long time. 

4 And Pharaoh sent Joseph with the mighty men and host which were with him, and also his 
mighty men from the king's house. 


298. 

5 And they went to the land of Havilah to the children of Ishmael, to assist them against the 
children of Tarshish, and the children of Ishmael fought with the children of Tarshish, 
and Joseph smote the Tarshishites and he subdued all their land, and the children of Ishmael dwell 
therein unto this day. 


299. 

6 And when the land of Tarshish was subdued, all the Tarshishites ran away, and came on the 
border of their brethren the children of Javan, and Joseph with all his mighty men and host returned 
to Egypt, not one man of them missing. 


300. 

7 And at the revolution of the year, in the second year of Joseph's reigning over Egypt, the Lord 
gave great plenty throughout the land for seven years as Joseph had spoken, for the Lord blessed all 
the produce of the earth in those days for seven years, and they ate and were greatly satisfied. 

301. 

8 And Joseph at that time had officers under him, and they collected all the food of the good years, 
and heaped corn year by year, and they placed it in the treasuries of Joseph. 

9 And at any time when they gathered the food Joseph commanded that they should bring the corn 
in the ears, and also bring with it some of the soil of the field, that it should not spoil. 

302. 

10 And Joseph did according to this year by year, and he heaped up corn like the sand of the sea for 
abundance, for his stores were immense and could not be numbered for abundance. 

11 And also all the inhabitants of Egypt gathered all sorts of food in their stores in great abundance 
during the seven good years, but they did not do unto it as Joseph did. 

303. 

12 And all the food which Joseph and the Egyptians had gathered during the seven years of plenty, 
was secured for the land in stores for the seven years of famine, for the support of the whole land. 

13 And the inhabitants of Egypt filled each man his store and his concealed place with com, to be 
for support during the famine. 

14 And Joseph placed all the food that he had gathered in all the cities of Egypt, and he closed all 
the stores and placed sentinels over them. 


304. 

15 And Joseph's wife Osnath the daughter of Potiphera bare him two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, 
and Joseph was thirty-four years old when he begat them. 

16 And the lads grew up and they went in his ways and in his instructions, they did not deviate 
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from the way which their father taught them, either to the right or left. 

305. 

17 And the Lord was with the lads, and they grew up and had understanding and skill in all wisdom 
and in all the affairs of government, and all the king's officers and his great men of the inhabitants 
of Egypt exalted the lads, and they were brought up amongst the king's children. 

306. 

18 And the seven years of plenty that were throughout the land were at an end, and the seven years 
of famine came after them as Joseph had spoken, and the famine was throughout the land. 

19 And all the people of Egypt saw that the famine had commenced in the land of Egypt, and all 
the people of Egypt opened their stores of corn for the famine prevailed over them. 

307. 

20 And they found all the food that was in their stores, full of vermin and not fit to eat, and the 
famine prevailed throughout the land, and all the inhabitants of Egypt came and cried before 
Pharaoh, for the famine was heavy upon them. 

21 And they said unto Pharaoh, Give food unto thy servants, and wherefore shall we die through 
hunger before thy eyes, even we and our little ones? 

308. 

22 And Pharaoh answered them, saying, And wherefore do you cry unto me? did not Joseph 
command that the com should be laid up during the seven years of plenty for the years of famine? 
and wherefore did you not hearken to his voice? 

309. 

23 And the people of Egypt answered the king, saying, As thy soul liveth, our lord, thy servants 
have done all that Joseph ordered, for thy servants also gathered in all the produce of their fields 
during the seven years of plenty and laid it in the stores unto this day. 

24 And when the famine prevailed over thy servants we opened our stores, and behold all our 
produce was filled with vermin and was not fit for food. 

310. 

25 And when the king heard all that had befallen the inhabitants of Egypt, the king was greatly 
afraid on account of the famine, and he was much terrified; and the king answered the people of 
Egypt, saying, Since all this has happened unto you, go unto Joseph, do whatever he shall say unto 
you, transgress not his commands. 


311. 

26 And all the people of Egypt went forth and came unto Joseph, and said unto him, Give unto us 
food, and wherefore shall we die before thee through hunger? for we gathered in our produce 
during the seven years as thou didst command, and we put it in store, and thus has it befallen us. 

27 And when Joseph heard all the words of the people of Egypt and what had befallen them, Joseph 
opened all his stores of the produce and he sold it unto the people of Egypt. 

312. 

28 And the famine prevailed throughout the land, and the famine was in all countries, but in the 
land of Egypt there was produce for sale. 

29 And all the inhabitants of Egypt came unto Joseph to buy com, for the famine prevailed over 
them, and all their corn was spoiled, and Joseph daily sold it to all the people of Egypt. 

313. 

30 And all the inhabitants of the land of Canaan and the Philistines, and those beyond the Jordan, 
and the children of the east and all the cities of the lands far and nigh heard that there was corn in 
Egypt, and they all came to Egypt to buy com, for the famine prevailed over them. 

31 And Joseph opened the stores of com and placed officers over them, and they daily stood and 
sold to all that came. 
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314. 

32 And Joseph knew that his brethren also would come to Egypt to buy com, for the famine 
prevailed throughout the earth. 

And Joseph commanded all his people that they should cause it to be proclaimed throughout the 
land of Egypt, saying, 


315. 

33 It is the pleasure of the king, of his second and of their great men, that any person who wishes to 
buy corn in Egypt shall not send his servants to Egypt to purchase, but his sons, 

and also any Egyptian or Canaanite, who shall come from any of the stores from buying com in 
Egypt, and shall go and sell it throughout the land, he shall die, 
for no one shall buy but for the support of his household. 

316. 

34 And any man leading two or three beasts shall die, for a man shall only lead his own beast. 

35 And Joseph placed sentinels at the gates of Egypt, and commanded them, saying, 

317. 

Any person who may come to buy com, suffer him not to enter until his name, and the name of his 
father, and the name of his father's father be written down, and whatever is written by day, send 
their names unto me in the evening that I may know their names. 

36 And Joseph placed officers throughout the land of Egypt, and he commanded them to do all 
these things. 


318. 

37 And Joseph did all these things, and made these statutes, in order that he might know when his 
brethren should come to Egypt to buy com; 

and Joseph's officers caused it daily to be proclaimed in Egypt according to these words and 
statutes which Joseph had commanded. 


319. 

38 And all the inhabitants of the east and west country, and of all the earth, heard of the statutes and 
regulations which Joseph had enacted in Egypt, and the inhabitants of the extreme parts of the earth 
came and they bought com in Egypt day after day, and then went away. 

320. 

39 And all the officers of Egypt did as Joseph had commanded, and all that came to Egypt to buy 
com, the gate keepers would write their names, and their fathers' names, and daily bring them in 
the evening before Joseph. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

Divisions 321-355 


321. 


JASHER 51:1 - 51:53 


1 And Jacob afterward heard that there was corn in Egypt, and he called unto his sons to go to 
Egypt to buy com, for upon them also did the famine prevail, and he called unto his sons, saying, 

2 Behold I hear that there is corn in Egypt, and all the people of the earth go there to purchase, now 
therefore why will you show yourselves satisfied before the whole earth? 

go you also down to Egypt and buy us a little com amongst those that come there, that we may not 
die. 


322. 

3 And the sons of Jacob hearkened to the voice of their father, and they rose up to go down to 
Egypt in order to buy com amongst the rest that came there. 

4 And Jacob their father commanded them, saying, When you come into the city do not enter 
together in one gate, on account of the inhabitants of the land. 

323. 

5 And the sons of Jacob went forth and they went to Egypt, and the sons of Jacob did all as their 
father had commanded them, 

and Jacob did not send Benjamin, for he said, Lest an accident might befall him on the road like his 
brother; and ten of Jacob's sons went forth. 


324. 

6 And whilst the sons of Jacob were going on the road, they repented of what they had done to 
Joseph, and they spoke to each other, saying, 

We know that our brother Joseph went down to Egypt, 

and now we will seek him where we go, and if we find him we will take him from his master for a 
ransom, and if not, by force, and we will die for him. 

325. 

7 And the sons of Jacob agreed to this thing and strengthened themselves on account of Joseph, to 
deliver him from the hand of his master, and the sons of Jacob went to Egypt; 

and when they came near to Egypt they separated from each other, 

and they came through ten gates of Egypt, and the gate keepers wrote their names on that day, and 
brought them to Joseph in the evening. 


326. 

8 And Joseph read the names from the hand of the gate-keepers of the city, and he found that his 
brethren had entered at the ten gates of the city, 

and Joseph at that time commanded that it should be proclaimed throughout the land of Egypt, 
saying, 

9 Go forth all ye store guards, close all the corn stores and let only one remain open, that those who 
come may purchase from it. 


327. 

10 And all the officers of Joseph did so at that time, and they closed all the stores and left only one 
open. 

11 And Joseph gave the written names of his brethren to him that was set over the open store, and 
he said unto him, Whosoever shall come to thee to buy corn, ask his name, and when men of these 
names shall come before thee, seize them and send them, and they did so. 
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328. 

12 And when the sons of Jacob came into the city, they joined together in the city to seek Joseph 
before they bought themselves com. 

13 And they went to the walls of the harlots, and they sought Joseph in the walls of the harlots for 
three days, for they thought that Joseph would come in the walls of the harlots, for Joseph was very 
comely and well favored, 

and the sons of Jacob sought Joseph for three days, and they could not find him. 

329. 

14 And the man who was set over the open store sought for those names which Joseph had given 
him, and he did not find them. 

15 And he sent to Joseph, saying, These three days have passed, and those men whose names thou 
didst give unto me have not come; and Joseph sent servants to seek the men in all Egypt, and to 
bring them before Joseph. 


330. 

16 And Joseph's servants went and came into Egypt and could not find them, and went to Goshen 
and they were not there, and then went to the city of Rameses and could not find them. 

17 And Joseph continued to send sixteen servants to seek his brothers, and they went and spread 
themselves in the four comers of the city, 


331. 

and four of the servants went into the house of the harlots, and they found the ten men there 
seeking their brother. 

18 And those four men took them and brought them before him, and they bowed down to him to 
the ground, and Joseph was sitting upon his throne in his temple, clothed with princely garments, 
and upon his head was a large crown of gold, and all the mighty men were sitting around him. 

332. 

19 And the sons of Jacob saw Joseph, and his figure and comeliness and dignity of countenance 
seemed wonderful in their eyes, and they again bowed down to him to the ground. 

20 And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but they knew him not, for Joseph was very 
great in their eyes, therefore they knew him not. 


333. 

21 And Joseph spoke to them, saying, From whence come ye? and they all answered and said, Thy 
servants have come from the land of Canaan to buy corn, for the famine prevails throughout the 
earth, and thy servants heard that there was corn in Egypt, so they have come amongst the other 
comers to buy corn for their support. 


334. 

22 And Joseph answered them, saying, If you have come to purchase as you say, why do you come 
through ten gates of the city? it can only be that you have come to spy through the land. 

335. 

23 And they all together answered Joseph, and said. Not so my lord, we are right, thy servants are 
not spies, but we have come to buy com, for thy servants are all brothers, the sons of one man in 
the land of Canaan, and our father commanded us, saying, When you come to the city do not enter 
together at one gate on account of the inhabitants of the land. 

336. 

24 And Joseph again answered them and said, That is the thing which I spoke unto you, you have 
come to spy through the land, therefore you all came through ten gates of the city; you have come 
to see the nakedness of the land. 

25 Surely every one that cometh to buy com goeth his way, and you are already three days in the 
land, and what do you do in the walls of harlots in which you have been for these three days? 
surely spies do like unto these things. 
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337. 

26 And they said unto Joseph, Far be it from our lord to speak thus, for we are twelve brothers, the 
sons of our father Jacob, in the land of Canaan, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the Hebrew, 
and behold the youngest is with our father this day in the land of Canaan, and one is not, for he was 
lost from us, and we thought perhaps he might be in this land, so we are seeking him throughout 
the land, and have come even to the houses of harlots to seek him there. 

338. 

27 And Joseph said unto them, 

And have you then sought him throughout the earth, that there only remained Egypt for you to seek 
him in? 

And what also should your brother do in the houses of harlots, although he were in Egypt? 
have you not said. That you are from the sons of Isaac, the son of Abraham, 
and what shall the sons of Jacob do then in the houses of harlots? 

339. 

28 And they said unto him, 

Because we heard that Ishmaelites stole him from us, and it was told unto us that they sold him in 
Egypt, 

and thy servant, our brother, is very comely and well favored, so we thought he would surely be in 
the houses of harlots, therefore thy servants went there to seek him and give ransom for him. 

340. 

29 And Joseph still answered them, saying, 

Surely you speak falsely and utter lies, to say of yourselves that you are the sons of Abraham; 
as Pharaoh liveth you are spies, therefore have you come to the houses of harlots that you should 
not be known. 


341. 

30 And Joseph said unto them, 

And now if you find him, and his master requireth of you a great price, will you give it for him? 
and they said, It shall be given. 


342. 

31 And he said unto them, And if his master will not consent to part with him for a great price, 
what will you do unto him on his account? 

And they answered him, saying, 

If he will not give him unto us we will slay him, and take our brother and go away. 

343. 

32 And Joseph said unto them, 

That is the thing which I have spoken to you; you are spies, 

for you are come to slay the inhabitants of the land, for we heard that two of your brethren smote 
all the inhabitants of Shechem, in the land of Canaan, on account of your sister, 
and you now come to do the like in Egypt on account of your brother. 

344. 

33 Only hereby shall I know that you are true men; 

if you will send home one from amongst you to fetch your youngest brother from your father, and 
to bring him here unto me, and by doing this thing I will know that you are right. 

345. 

34 And Joseph called to seventy of his mighty men, and he said unto them, 

Take these men and bring them into the ward. 

35 And the mighty men took the ten men, they laid hold of them and put them into the ward, and 
they were in the ward three days. 
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346 . 

36 And on the third day Joseph had them brought out of the ward, and he said unto them. 

Do this for yourselves if you be true men, so that you may live, 

one of your brethren shall be confined in the ward whilst you go and take home the corn for your 
household to the land of Canaan, 

and fetch your youngest brother, and bring him here unto me, that I may know that you are true 
men when you do this thing. 


347. 

37 And Joseph went out from them and came into the chamber, and wept a great weeping, for his 
pity was excited for them, and he washed his face, and returned to them again, and he took Simeon 
from them and ordered him to be bound, but Simeon was not willing to be done so, for he was a 
very powerful man and they could not bind him. 

38 And Joseph called unto his mighty men and seventy valiant men came before him with drawn 
swords in their hands, and the sons of Jacob were terrified at them. 

348. 

39 And Joseph said unto them, 

Seize this man and confine him in prison until his brethren come to him, 

and Joseph's valiant men hastened and they all laid hold of Simeon to bind him, and Simeon gave a 
loud and terrible shriek and the cry was heard at a distance. 

40 And all the valiant men of Joseph were terrified at the sound of the shriek, that they fell upon 
their faces, and they were greatly afraid and fled. 

349. 

41 And all the men that were with Joseph fled, for they were greatly afraid of their lives, and only 
Joseph and Manasseh his son remained there, and Manassah the son of Joseph saw the strength of 
Simeon, and he was exceedingly wroth. 

42 And Manassah the son of Joseph rose up to Simeon, and Manassah smote Simeon a heavy blow 
with his fist against the back of his neck, and Simeon was stilled of his rage. 

350. 

43 And Manassah laid hold of Simeon and he seized him violently and he bound him and brought 
him into the house of confinement, and all the sons of Jacob were astonished at the act of the youth. 

44 And Simeon said unto his brethren, None of you must say that this is the smiting of an Egyptian, 
but it is the smiting of the house of my father. 


351. 

45 And after this Joseph ordered him to be called who was set over the storehouse, to fill their 
sacks with com as much as they could carry, and to restore every man's money into his sack, and to 
give them provision for the road, and thus did he unto them. 

46 And Joseph commanded them, saying, 

Take heed lest you transgress my orders to bring your brother as I have told you, 
and it shall be when you bring your brother hither unto me, then will I know that you are true men, 
and you shall traffic in the land, and I will restore unto you your brother, and you shall return in 
peace to your father. 


352. 

47 And they all answered and said. According as our lord speaketh so will we do, and they bowed 
down to him to the ground. 

48 And every man lifted his com upon his ass, and they went out to go to the land of Canaan to 
their father; and they came to the inn and Levi spread his sack to give provender to his ass, when he 
saw and behold his money in full weight was still in his sack. 
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353. 

49 And the man was greatly afraid, and he said unto his brethren, 

My money is restored, and lo, it is even in my sack, 

and the men were greatly afraid, and they said, What is this that God hath done unto us? 

50 And they all said, 

And where is the Lord's kindness with our fathers, with Abraham, Isaac, end Jacob, that the Lord 
has this day delivered us into the hands of the king of Egypt to contrive against us? 

354. 

51 And Judah said unto them, 

Surely we are guilty sinners before the Lord our God in having sold our brother, our own flesh, and 
wherefore do you say, Where is the Lord's kindness with our fathers? 

52 And Reuben said unto them, 

Said I not unto you, do not sin against the lad, and you would not listen to me? 

355. 

now God requireth him from us, and how dare you say, 

Where is the Lord's kindness with our fathers, whilst you have sinned unto the Lord? 

51:53 And they tarried over night in that place, and they rose up early in the morning and laded 
their asses with their corn, and they led them and went on and came to their father's house in the 
land of Canaan. 


The Second Book of Jcisher 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
Divisions 356-385 


JASHER 51:54 - 52 


356. 

51:54 And Jacob and his household went out to meet his sons, and Jacob saw and behold their 
brother Simeon was not with them, and Jacob said unto his sons, 

Where is your brother Simeon, whom I do not see? 
and his sons told him all that had befallen them in Egypt. 

JASHER 52 


357. 

1 And they entered their house, and every man opened his sack and they saw and behold every 
man's bundle of money was there, at which they and their father were greatly terrified. 

2 And Jacob said unto them, 

What is this that you have done to me? I sent your brother Joseph to inquire after your welfare and 
you said unto me. A wild beast did devour him. 


358. 

3 And Simeon went with you to buy food and you say the king of Egypt hath confined him in 
prison, and you wish to take Benjamin to cause his death also, and bring down my grey hairs with 
sorrow to the grave on account of Benjamin and his brother Joseph. 

4 Now therefore my son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead and he is left alone, and 
mischief may befall him by the way in which you go, as it befell his brother. 

359. 

5 And Reuben said unto his father. 

Thou shalt slay my two sons if I do not bring thy son and place him before thee; 

and Jacob said unto his sons, Abide ye here and do not go down to Egypt, 
for my son shall not go down with you to Egypt, nor die like his brother. 
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360. 


6 And Judah said unto them, 

refrain ye from him until the corn is finished, and he will then say, Take down your brother, 
when he will find his own life and the life of his household in danger from the famine. 

361. 

7 And in those days the famine was sore throughout the land, and all the people of the earth went 
and came to Egypt to buy food, for the famine prevailed greatly amongst them, and the sons of 
Jacob remained in Canaan a year and two months until their corn was finished. 

362. 

8 And it came to pass after their corn was finished, the whole household of Jacob was pinched with 
hunger, and all the infants of the sons of Jacob came together and they approached Jacob, and they 
all surrounded him, and they said unto him, 

Give unto us bread, and wherefore shall we all perish through hunger in thy presence? 

363. 

9 Jacob heard the words of his son's children, and he wept a great weeping, and his pity was roused 
for them, and Jacob called unto his sons and they all came and sat before him. 

10 And Jacob said unto them, And have you not seen how your children have been weeping over 
me this day, saying, Give unto us bread, and there is none? now therefore return and buy for us a 
little food. 


364. 

11 And Judah answered and said unto his father, If thou wilt send our brother with us we will go 
down and buy com for thee, and if thou wilt not send him then we will not go down, for surely the 
king of Egypt particularly enjoined us, saying, You shall not see my face unless your brother be 
with you, for the king of Egypt is a strong and mighty king, and behold if we shall go to him 
without our brother we shall all be put to death. 


365. 

12 Dost thou not know and hast thou not heard that this king is very powerful and wise, and there is 
not like unto him in all the earth? behold we have seen all the kings of the earth and we have not 
seen one like that king, the king of Egypt; surely amongst all the kings of the earth there is none 
greater than Abimelech king of the Philistines, yet the king of Egypt is greater and mightier than 
he, and Abimelech can only be compared to one of his officers. 

366. 

13 Father, thou hast not seen his palace and his throne, and all his servants standing before him; 
thou hast not seen that king upon his throne in his pomp and royal appearance, dressed in his kingly 
robes with a large golden crown upon his head; thou hast not seen the honor and glory which God 
has given unto him, for there is not like unto him in all the earth. 

367. 

14 Father, thou hast not seen the wisdom, the understanding and the knowledge which God has 
given in his heart, nor heard his sweet voice when he spake unto us. 

15 We know not, father, who made him acquainted with our names and all that befell us, yet he 
asked also after thee, saying, Is your father still living, and is it well with him? 

368. 

16 Thou hast not seen the affairs of the government of Egypt regulated by him, without inquiring of 
Pharaoh his lord; thou hast not seen the awe and fear which he impressed upon all the Egyptians. 

17 And also when we went from him, we threatened to do unto Egypt like unto the rest of the cities 
of the Amorites, and we were exceedingly wroth against all his words which he spoke concerning 
us as spies, and now when we shall again come before him his terror will fall upon us all, and not 
one of us will be able to speak to him either a little or a great thing. 
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369. 

18 Now therefore father, send we pray thee the lad with us, and we will go down and buy thee food 
for our support, and not die through hunger. 

And Jacob said, Why have you dealt so ill with me to tell the king you had a brother? what is this 
thing that you have done unto me? 


370. 

19 And Judah said unto Jacob his father, Give the lad into my care and we will rise up and go down 
to Egypt and buy com, and then return, and it shall be when we return if the lad be not with us, then 
let me bear thy blame forever. 

20 Hast thou seen all our infants weeping over thee through hunger and there is no power in thy 
hand to satisfy them? now let thy pity be roused for them and send our brother with us and we will 

go- 


371. 

21 For how will the Lord's kindness to our ancestors be manifested to thee when thou sayest that 
the king of Egypt will take away thy son? as the Lord liveth I will not leave him until I bring him 
and place him before thee; but pray for us unto the Lord, that he may deal kindly with us, to cause 
us to be received favorably and kindly before the king of Egypt and his men, for had we not 
delayed surely now we had returned a second time with thy son. 

372. 

22 And Jacob said unto his sons, I trust in the Lord God that he may deliver you and give you favor 
in the sight of the king of Egypt, and in the sight of all his men. 

23 Now therefore rise up and go to the man, and take for him in your hands a present from what 
can be obtained in the land and bring it before him, and may the Almighty God give you mercy 
before him that he may send Benjamin and Simeon your brethren with you. 

373. 

24 And all the men rose up, and they took their brother Benjamin, and they took in their hands a 
large present of the best of the land, and they also took a double portion of silver. 

25 And Jacob strictly commanded his sons concerning Benjamin, Saying, Take heed of him in the 
way in which you are going, and do not separate yourselves from him in the road, neither in Egypt. 

374. 

26 And Jacob rose up from his sons and spread forth his hands and he prayed unto the Lord on 
account of his sons, saying, 

O Lord God of heaven and earth, remember thy covenant with our father Abraham, remember it 
with my father Isaac and deal kindly with my sons and deliver them not into the hands of the king 
of Egypt; 


375. 

do it I pray thee O God for the sake of thy mercies and redeem all my children and rescue them 
from Egyptian power, and send them their two brothers. 

27 And all the wives of the sons of Jacob and their children lifted up their eyes to heaven and they 
all wept before the Lord, and cried unto him to deliver their fathers from the hand of the king of 
Egypt. 


376. 

28 And Jacob wrote a record to the king of Egypt and gave it into the hand of Judah and into the 
hands of his sons for the king of Egypt, saying, 

29 From thy servant Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham the Hebrew, the prince of God, 
to the powerful and wise king, the revealer of secrets, king of Egypt, greeting. 
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377. 

30 Be it known to my lord the king of Egypt, the famine was sore upon us in the land of Canaan, 
and I sent my sons to thee to buy us a little food from thee for our support. 

378. 

31 For my sons surrounded me and I being very old cannot see with my eyes, for my eyes have 
become very heavy through age, as well as with daily weeping for my son, 

for Joseph who was lost from before me, and I commanded my sons that they should not enter the 
gates of the city when they came to Egypt, on account of the inhabitants of the land. 

379. 

32 And I also commanded them to go about Egypt to seek for my son Joseph, [that] perhaps they 
might find him there, and they did so, and thou didst consider them as spies of the land. 

33 Have we not heard concerning thee that thou didst interpret Pharaoh's dream and didst speak 
truly unto him? how then dost thou not know in thy wisdom whether my sons are spies or not? 

380. 

34 Now therefore, my lord and king, behold I have sent my son before thee, as thou didst speak 
unto my sons; I beseech thee to put thy eyes upon him until he is returned to me in peace with his 
brethren. 


381. 

35 For dost thou not know, or hast thou not heard that which our God did unto Pharaoh when he 
took my mother Sarah, and what he did unto Abimelech king of the Philistines on account of her, 
and also what our father Abraham did unto the nine kings of Elam, how he smote them all with a 
few men that were with him? 


382. 

36 And also what my two sons Simeon and Levi did unto the eight cities of the Amorites, how they 
destroyed them on account of their sister Dinah? 

37 And also on account of their brother Benjamin they consoled themselves for the loss of his 
brother Joseph; what will they then do for him when they see the hand of any people prevailing 
over them, for his sake? 


383. 

38 Dost thou not know, O king of Egypt, that the power of God is with us, and that also God ever 
heareth our prayers and forsaketh us not all the days? 

384. 

39 And when my sons told me of thy dealings with them, I called not unto the Lord on account of 
thee, for then thou wouldst have perished with thy men before my son Benjamin came before thee, 
but I thought that as Simeon my son was in thy house, perhaps thou mightest deal kindly with him, 
therefore I did not this thing unto thee. 

40 Now therefore behold Benjamin my son cometh unto thee with my sons, take heed of him and 
put thy eyes upon him, and then will God place his eyes over thee and throughout thy kingdom. 

385. 

41 Now I have told thee all that is in my heart, and behold my sons are coming to thee with their 
brother, examine the face of the whole earth for their sake and send them back in peace with their 
brethren. 

42 And Jacob gave the record to his sons into the care of Judah to give it unto the king of Egypt. 
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386. 


2ND JASHER 53 


1 And the sons of Jacob rose up and took Benjamin and the whole of the presents, and they went 
and came to Egypt and they stood before Joseph. 

2 And Joseph beheld his brother Benjamin with them and he saluted them, and these men came to 
Joseph's house. 


387. 

3 And Joseph commanded the superintendent of his house to give to his brethren to eat, and he did 
so unto them. 

4 And at noon time Joseph sent for the men to come before him with Benjamin, and the men told 
the superintendent of Joseph's house concerning the silver that was returned in their sacks, and he 
said unto them, It will be well with you, fear not, and he brought their brother Simeon unto them. 

388. 

5 And Simeon said unto his brethren, The lord of the Egyptians has acted very kindly unto me, he 
did not keep me bound, as you saw with your eyes, for when you went out from the city he let me 
free and dealt kindly with me in his house. 

6 And Judah took Benjamin by the hand, and they came before Joseph, and they bowed down to 
him to the ground. 


389. 

7 And the men gave the present unto Joseph and they all sat before him, and Joseph said unto them, 
Is it well with you, 

is it well with your children, is it well with your aged father? 
and they said, It is well, 


390. 

and Judah took the record which Jacob had sent and gave it into the hand of Joseph. 

8 And Joseph read the letter and knew his father's writing, and he wished to weep and he went into 
an inner room and he wept a great weeping; and he went out. 

391. 

9 And he lifted up his eyes and beheld his brother Benjamin, and he said, Is this your brother of 
whom you spoke unto me? 

And Benjamin approached Joseph, and Joseph placed his hand upon his head and he said unto him, 
May God be gracious unto thee my son. 


392. 

10 And when Joseph saw his brother, the son of his mother, he again wished to weep, and he 
entered the chamber, and he wept there, and he washed his face, and went out and refrained from 
weeping, and he said, Prepare food. 


393. 

11 And Joseph had a cup from which he drank, and it was of silver beautifully inlaid with onyx 
stones and bdellium, and Joseph struck the cup in the sight of his brethren whilst they were sitting 
to eat with him. 

394. 

12 And Joseph said unto the men, I know by this cup that Reuben the first born, Simeon and Levi 
and Judah, Issachar and Zebulun are children from one mother, seat yourselves to eat according to 
your births. 

13 And he also placed the others according to their births, and he said, I know that this your 
youngest brother has no brother, and I, like him, have no brother, he shall therefore sit down to eat 
with me. 
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395. 

14 And Benjamin went up before Joseph and sat upon the throne, and the men beheld the acts of 
Joseph, and they were astonished at them; 

and the men ate and drank at that time with Joseph, and he then gave presents unto them, 

396. 

and Joseph gave one gift unto Benjamin, 

and Manasseh and Ephraim saw the acts of their father, and they also gave presents unto him, and 
Osnath gave him one present, and they were five presents in the hand of Benjamin. 

397. 

15 And Joseph brought them out wine to drink, and they would not drink, and they said, 

From the day on which Joseph was lost we have not drunk wine, nor eaten any delicacies. 

16 And Joseph swore unto them, and he pressed them hard, and they drank plentifully with him on 
that day, and Joseph afterward turned to his brother Benjamin to speak with him, and Benjamin was 
still sitting upon the throne before Joseph. 


398. 

17 And Joseph said unto him, Hast thou begotten any children? 
and he said, Thy servant has ten sons, and these are their names, 

Bela, Becher, Ashbal, Gera, Naaman, Achi, Rosh, Mupim, Chupim, and Ord, 
and I called their names after my brother whom I have not seen. 

399. 

18 And he ordered them to bring before him his map of the stars, whereby Joseph knew all the 
times, 

and Joseph said unto Benjamin, I have heard that the Hebrews are acquainted with all wisdom, dost 
thou know anything of this? 


400. 

19 And Benjamin said, Thy servant is knowing also in all the wisdom which my father taught me, 

and Joseph said unto Benjamin, Look now at this instrument and understand where thy brother 
Joseph is in Egypt, who you said went down to Egypt. 

401. 

20 And Benjamin beheld that instrument with the map of the stars of heaven, and he was wise and 
looked therein to know where his brother was, 

and Benjamin divided the whole land of Egypt into four divisions, and he found that he who was 
sitting upon the throne before him was his brother Joseph, and Benjamin wondered greatly, 

402. 

and when Joseph saw that his brother Benjamin was so much astonished, he said unto Benjamin, 
What hast thou seen, and why art thou astonished? 

21 And Benjamin said unto Joseph. I can see by this that Joseph my brother sitteth here with me 
upon the throne, 


403. 

and Joseph said unto him, I am Joseph thy brother, reveal not this thing unto thy brethren; behold I 
will send thee with them when they go away, and I will command them to be brought back again 
into the city, and I will take thee away from them. 


404. 

22 And if they dare their lives and fight for thee, then shall I know that they have repented of what 
they did unto me, and I will make myself known to them, and if they forsake thee when I take thee, 
then shalt thou remain with me, and I will wrangle with them, and they shall go away, and I will 
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not become known to them. 


405. 

23 At that time Joseph commanded his officer to fill their sacks with food, and to put each man's 
money into his sack, and to put the cup in the sack of Benjamin, and to give them provision for the 
road, and they did so unto them. 

24 And on the next day the men rose up early in the morning, and they loaded their asses with their 
com, and they went forth with Benjamin, and they went to the land of Canaan with their brother 
Benjamin. 


406. 

25 They had not gone far from Egypt when Joseph commanded him that was set over his house, 
saying. Rise, pursue these men before they get too far from Egypt, and say unto them. Why have 
you stolen my master's cup? 

26 And Joseph's officer rose up and he reached them, and he spoke unto them all the words of 
Joseph; and when they heard this thing they became exceedingly wroth, and they said, 

He with whom thy master's cup shall be found shall die, and we will also become slaves. 

407. 

27 And they hastened and each man brought down his sack from his ass, and they looked in their 
bags and the cup was found in Benjamin's bag, and they all tore their garments and they returned to 
the city, and they smote Benjamin in the road, continually smiting him until he came into the city, 
and they stood before Joseph. 

28 And Judah's anger was kindled, and he said, This man has only brought me back to destroy 
Egypt this day. 


408. 

29 And the men came to Joseph's house, and they found Joseph sitting upon his throne, and all the 
mighty men standing at his right and left. 

30 And Joseph said unto them, What is this act that you have done, that you took away my silver 
cup and went away? but I know that you took my cup in order to know thereby in what part of the 
land your brother was. 


409. 

31 And Judah said, What shall we say to our lord, what shall we speak and how shall we justify 
ourselves, God has this day found the iniquity of all thy servants, therefore has he done this thing to 
us this day. 


410. 

32 And Joseph rose up and caught hold of Benjamin and took him from his brethren with violence, 
and he came to the house and locked the door at them, and Joseph commanded him that was set 
over his house that he should say unto them, Thus saith the king, Go in peace to your father, behold 
I have taken the man in whose hand my cup was found. 
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411. 


JASHER 54:1 - 54:33 


1 And when Judah saw the dealings of Joseph with them, Judah approached him and broke open 
the door, and came with his brethren before Joseph. 

2 And Judah said unto Joseph, Let it not seem grievous in the sight of my lord, may thy servant I 
pray thee speak a word before thee? and Joseph said unto him, Speak. 


412. 

3 And Judah spoke before Joseph, and his brethren were there standing before them; and Judah said 
unto Joseph, 

Surely when we first came to our lord to buy food, thou didst consider us as spies of the land, and 
we brought Benjamin before thee, and thou still makest sport of us this day. 


413. 

4 Now therefore let the king hear my words, and send I pray thee our brother that he may go along 
with us to our father, lest thy soul perish this day with all the souls of the inhabitants of Egypt. 

414. 

5 Dost thou not know what two of my brethren, Simeon and Levi, did unto the city of Shechem, 
and unto seven cities of the Amorites, on account of our sister Dinah, and also what they would do 
for the sake of their brother Benjamin? 

6 And I with my strength, who am greater and mightier than both of them, come this day upon thee 
and thy land if thou art unwilling to send our brother. 


415. 

7 Hast thou not heard what our God who made choice of us did unto Pharaoh on account of Sarah 
our mother, whom he took away from our father, that he smote him and his household with heavy 
plagues, that even unto this day the Egyptians relate this wonder to each other? 
so will our God do unto thee on account of Benjamin whom thou hast this day taken from his 
father, and on account of the evils which thou this day heapest over us in thy land; for our God will 
remember his covenant with our father Abraham and bring evil upon thee, because thou hast 
grieved the soul of our father this day. 


416. 

8 Now therefore hear my words that I have this day spoken unto thee, and send our brother that he 
may go away lest thou and the people of thy land die by the sword, for you cannot all prevail over 
me. 


417. 

9 And Joseph answered Judah, saying, Why hast thou opened wide thy mouth and why dost thou 
boast over us, saying, Strength is with thee? as Pharaoh liveth, if I command all my valiant men to 
fight with you, surely thou and these thy brethren would sink in the mire. 

418. 

10 And Judah said unto Joseph, Surely it becometh thee and thy people to fear me; as the Lord 
liveth if I once draw my sword I shall not sheathe it again until I shall this day have slain all Egypt, 
and I will commence with thee and finish with Pharaoh thy master. 

419. 

11 And Joseph answered and said unto him, Surely strength belongeth not alone to thee; I am 
stronger and mightier than thou, surely if thou drawest thy sword I will put it to thy neck and the 
necks of all thy brethren. 
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420. 

12 And Judah said unto him, Surely if I this day open my mouth against thee I would swallow thee 
up that thou be destroyed from off the earth and perish this day from thy kingdom. 

421. 

And Joseph said. Surely if thou openest thy mouth I have power and might to close thy mouth with 
a stone until thou shalt not be able to utter a word; see how many stones are before us, truly I can 
take a stone, and force it into thy mouth and break thy jaws. 

422. 

13 And Judah said, God is witness between us, that we have not hitherto desired to battle with thee, 
only give us our brother and we will go from thee; 

423. 

and Joseph answered and said, As Pharaoh liveth, if all the kings of Canaan came together with 
you, you should not take him from my hand. 

14 Now therefore go your way to your father, and your brother shall be unto me for a slave, for he 
has robbed the king's house. 


424. 

And Judah said, What is it to thee or to the character of the king, surely the king sendeth forth from 
his house, throughout the land, silver and gold either in gifts or expenses, and thou still talkest 
about thy cup which thou didst place in our brother's bag and sayest that he has stolen it from thee? 

425. 

15 God forbid that our brother Benjamin or any of the seed of Abraham should do this thing to steal 
from thee, or from any one else, whether king, prince, or any man. 

16 Now therefore cease this accusation lest the whole earth hear thy words, saying, For a little 
silver the king of Egypt wrangled with the men, and he accused them and took their brother for a 
slave. 


426. 

17 And Joseph answered and said, Take unto you this cup and go from me and leave your brother 
for a slave, for it is the judgment of a thief to be a slave. 

427. 

18 And Judah said, Why art thou not ashamed of the words, to leave our brother and to take thy 
cup? Surely if thou givest us thy cup, or a thousand times as much, we will not leave our brother 
for the silver which is found in the hand of any man, that we will not die over him. 

428. 

19 And Joseph answered. And why did you forsake your brother and sell him for twenty pieces of 
silver unto this day, and why then will you not do the same to this your brother? 

429. 

20 And Judah said, the Lord is witness between me and thee that we desire not thy battles; now 
therefore give us our brother and we will go from thee without quarreling. 

430. 

21 And Joseph answered and said, If all the kings of the land should assemble they will not be able 
to take your brother from my hand; 


431. 

and Judah said, What shall we say unto our father, when he seeth that our brother cometh not with 
us, and will grieve over him? 

432. 

22 And Joseph answered and said, This is the thing which you shall tell unto your father, saying, 
The rope has gone after the bucket. 
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433. 

23 And Judah said, Surely thou art a king, and why speakest thou these things, giving a false 
judgment? woe unto the king who is like unto thee. 

434. 

24 And Joseph answered and said, There is no false judgment in the word that I spoke on account 
of your brother Joseph, 

for all of you sold him to the Midianites for twenty pieces of silver, and you all denied it to your 
father and said unto him, An evil beast has devoured him, Joseph has been tom to pieces. 

435. 

25 And Judah said, Behold the fire of Shem burneth in my heart, now I will burn all your land with 
fire; 


436. 

and Joseph answered and said, Surely thy sister-in-law Tamar, who killed your sons, extinguished 
the fire of Shechem. 


437. 

26 And Judah said, If I pluck out a single hair from my flesh, I will fill all Egypt with its blood. 

438. 

27 And Joseph answered and said, Such is your custom to do as you did to your brother whom you 
sold, and you dipped his coat in blood and brought it to your father in order that he might say an 
evil beast devoured him and here is his blood. 


439. 

28 And when Judah heard this thing he was exceedingly wroth and his anger burned within him, 
and there was before him in that place a stone, the weight of which was about four hundred 
shekels. 


440. 

and Judah's anger was kindled and he took the stone in one hand and cast it to the heavens and 
caught it with his left hand. 

29 And he placed it afterward under his legs, and he sat upon it with all his strength and the stone 
was turned into dust from the force of Judah. 


441. 

30 And Joseph saw the act of Judah and he was very much afraid, but he commanded Manassah his 
son and he also did with another stone like unto the act of Judah, 

and Judah said unto his brethren, Let not any of you say, this man is an Egyptian, but by his doing 
this thing he is of our father's family. 


442. 

31 And Joseph said, Not to you only is strength given, for we are also powerful men, and why will 
you boast over us all? 


443. 

and Judah said unto Joseph, Send I pray thee our brother and min not thy country this day. 

444. 

32 And Joseph answered and said unto them, Go and tell your father, an evil beast hath devoured 
him as you said concerning your brother Joseph. 

445. 

54:33 And Judah spoke to his brother Naphtali, and he said unto him, Make haste, go now and 
number all the streets of Egypt and come and tell me; 

and Simeon said unto him. Let not this thing be a trouble to thee; now I will go to the mount and 
take up one large stone from the mount and level it at every one in Egypt, and kill all that are in it. 
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446. 


JASHER 54:34 - 54:69 


54:34 And Joseph heard all these words that his brethren spoke before him, and they did not know 
that Joseph understood them, for they imagined that he knew not to speak Hebrew. 


447. 

35 And Joseph was greatly afraid at the words of his brethren lest they should destroy Egypt, and 
he commanded his son Manasseh, saying, Go now make haste and gather unto me all the 
inhabitants of Egypt, and all the valiant men together, and let them come to me now upon 
horseback and on foot and with all sorts of musical instruments, and Manasseh went and did so. 


448. 

36 And Naphtali went as Judah had commanded him, for Naphtali was lightfooted as one of the 
swift stags, and he would go upon the ears of corn and they would not break under him. 

37 And he went and numbered all the streets of Egypt, and found them to be twelve, and he came 
hastily and told Judah, 


449. 

and Judah said unto his brethren, Hasten you and put on every man his sword upon his loins and 
we will come over Egypt, and smite them all, and let not a remnant remain. 

450. 

38 And Judah said, Behold, I will destroy three of the streets with my strength, and you shall each 
destroy one street; 

and when Judah was speaking this thing, behold the inhabitants of Egypt and all the mighty men 
came toward them with all sorts of musical instruments and with loud shouting. 

451. 

39 And their number was five hundred cavalry and ten thousand infantry, and four hundred men 
who could fight without sword or spear, only with their hands and strength. 

40 And all the mighty men came with great storming and shouting, and they all surrounded the 
sons of Jacob and terrified them, and the ground quaked at the sound of their shouting. 

452. 

41 And when the sons of Jacob saw these troops they were greatly afraid of their lives, and Joseph 
did so in order to terrify the sons of Jacob to become tranquilized. 

42 And Judah, seeing some of his brethren terrified, said unto them, Why are you afraid whilst the 
grace of God is with us? 


453. 

and when Judah saw all the people of Egypt surrounding them at the command of Joseph to terrify 
them, [and that] only Joseph commanded them, saying, Do not touch any of them, 

43 Then Judah hastened and drew his sword, and uttered a loud and bitter scream, and he smote 
with his sword, and he sprang upon the ground and he still continued to shout against all the 
people. 


454. 

44 And when he did this thing the Lord caused the terror of Judah and his brethren to fall upon the 
valiant men and all the people that surrounded them. 

45 And they all fled at the sound of the shouting, and they were terrified and fell one upon the 
other, and many of them died as they fell, and they all fled from before Judah and his brethren and 
from before Joseph. 
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455. 

46 And whilst they were fleeing, Judah and his brethren pursued them unto the house of Pharaoh, 
and they all escaped, and Judah again sat before Joseph and roared at him like a lion, and gave a 
great and tremendous shriek at him. 


456. 

47 And the shriek was heard at a distance, and all the inhabitants of Succoth heard it, and all Egypt 
quaked at the sound of the shriek, and also the walls of Egypt and of the land of Goshen fell in 
from the shaking of the earth, and Pharaoh also fell from his throne upon the ground, and also all 
the pregnant women of Egypt and Goshen miscarried when they heard the noise of the shaking, for 
they were terribly afraid. 


457. 

48 And Pharaoh sent word, saying, What is this thing that has this day happened in the land of 
Egypt? and they came and told him all the things from beginning to end, and Pharaoh was alarmed 
and he wondered and was greatly afraid. 


458. 

49 And his fright increased when he heard all these things, and he sent unto Joseph, saying, Thou 
hast brought unto me the Hebrews to destroy all Egypt; what wilt thou do with that thievish slave? 
send him away and let him go with his brethren, and let us not perish through their evil, even we, 
you and all Egypt. 


459. 

50 And if thou desirest not to do this thing, cast off from thee all my valuable things, and go with 
them to their land, if thou delightest in it, for they will this day destroy my whole country and slay 
all my people; even all the women of Egypt have miscarried through their screams; 

see what they have done merely by their shouting and speaking, moreover if they fight with the 
sword, they will destroy the land; now therefore choose that which thou desirest, whether me or the 
Hebrews, whether Egypt or the land of the Hebrews. 

460. 

51 And they came and told Joseph all the words of Pharaoh that he had said concerning him, and 
Joseph was greatly afraid at the words of Pharaoh and Judah and his brethren were still standing 
before Joseph indignant and enraged, and all the sons of Jacob roared at Joseph, like the roaring of 
the sea and its waves. 


461. 

52 And Joseph was greatly afraid of his brethren and on account of Pharaoh, and Joseph sought a 
pretext to make himself known unto his brethren, lest they should destroy all Egypt. 

53 And Joseph commanded his son Manasseh, and Manasseh went and approached Judah, and 
placed his hand upon his shoulder, and the anger of Judah was stilled. 

462. 

54 And Judah said unto his brethren, Let no one of you say that this is the act of an Egyptian youth 
for this is the work of my father's house. 

55 And Joseph seeing and knowing that Judah's anger was stilled, he approached to speak unto 
Judah in the language of mildness. 


463. 

56 And Joseph said unto Judah, Surely you speak truth and have this day verified your assertions 
concerning your strength, and may your God who delighteth in you, increase your welfare; but tell 
me truly why from amongst all thy brethren dost thou wrangle with me on account of the lad, as 
none of them have spoken one word to me concerning him. 

464. 

57 And Judah answered Joseph, saying, Surely thou must know that I was security for the lad to his 
father, saying, If I brought him not unto him I should bear his blame forever. 

58 Therefore have I approached thee from amongst all my brethren, for I saw that thou wast 
unwilling to suffer him to go from thee; 
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465. 

now therefore may I find grace in thy sight that thou shalt send him to go with us, and behold I will 
remain as a substitute for him, to serve thee in whatever thou desirest, for wheresoever thou shalt 
send me I will go to serve thee with great energy. 

466. 

59 Send me now to a mighty king who has rebelled against thee, and thou shalt know what I will 
do unto him and unto his land; 

although he may have cavalry and infantry or an exceeding mighty people, I will slay them all and 
bring the king's head before thee. 


467. 

60 Dost thou not know or hast thou not heard that our father Abraham with his servant Eliezer 
smote all the kings of Elam with their hosts in one night, they left not one remaining? 
and ever since that day our father's strength was given unto us for an inheritance, for us and our 
seed forever. 


468. 

61 And Joseph answered and said, You speak truth, and falsehood is not in your mouth, for it was 
also told unto us that the Hebrews have power and that the Lord their God delighteth much in them, 
and who then can stand before them? 


469. 

62 However, on this condition will I send your brother, if you will bring before me his brother the 
son of his mother, of whom you said that he had gone from you down to Egypt; 

and it shall come to pass when you bring unto me his brother I will take him in his stead, because 
not one of you was security for him to your father, and when he shall come unto me, I will then 
send with you his brother for whom you have been security. 

470. 

63 And Judah's anger was kindled against Joseph when he spoke this thing, and his eyes dropped 
blood with anger, and he said unto his brethren, 

How doth this man this day seek his own destruction and that of all Egypt! 

471. 

64 And Simeon answered Joseph, saying, 

Did we not tell thee at first that we knew not the particular spot to which he went, and whether he 
be dead or alive, and wherefore speaketh my lord like unto these things? 

472. 

65 And Joseph observing the countenance of Judah discerned that his anger began to kindle when 
he spoke unto him, saying. Bring unto me your other brother instead of this brother. 

473. 

66 And Joseph said unto his brethren, 

Surely you said that your brother was either dead or lost, now if I should call him this day and he 
should come before you, would you give him unto me instead of his brother? 

474. 

67 And Joseph began to speak and call out, 

Joseph, Joseph, come this day before me, and appear to thy brethren and sit before them. 

68 And when Joseph spoke this thing before them, they looked each a different way to see from 
whence Joseph would come before them. 


475. 

54:69 And Joseph observed all their acts, and said unto them, Why do you look here and there? I 
am Joseph whom you sold to Egypt, now therefore let it not grieve you that you sold me, for as a 
support during the famine did God send me before you. 
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476. 


JASHER 54:70 - 54:10 


54:70 And when Benjamin heard the words of Joseph, he was before them in the inner part of the 
house, and Benjamin ran unto Joseph his brother, and embraced him and fell upon his neck, and 
they wept. 

71 And his brethren were terrified at him when they heard the words of Joseph, and Judah was 
exceedingly terrified at him. 


477. 

72 And when Joseph's brethren saw that Benjamin had fallen upon his brother’s neck and wept with 
him, they also fell upon Joseph and embraced him, and they wept a great weeping with Joseph. 

478. 

73 And the voice was heard in the house of Joseph that they were Joseph's brethren, and it pleased 
Pharaoh exceedingly, for he was afraid of them lest they should destroy Egypt. 

479. 

74 And Pharaoh sent his servants unto Joseph to congratulate him concerning his brethren who had 
come to him, and all the captains of the armies and troops that were in Egypt came to rejoice with 
Joseph, and all Egypt rejoiced greatly about Joseph's brethren. 

480. 

75 And Pharaoh sent his servants to Joseph, saying. Tell thy brethren to fetch all belonging to them 
and let them come unto me, and I will place them in the best part of the land of Egypt, and they did 
so. 


481 

76 And Joseph commanded him that was set over his house to bring out to his brethren gifts and 
garments, and he brought out to them many garments being robes of royalty and many gifts, and 
Joseph divided them amongst his brethren. 

77 And he gave unto each of his brethren a change of garments of gold and silver, and three 
hundred pieces of silver, 

and Joseph commanded them all to be dressed in these garments, and to be brought before Pharaoh. 

482. 

78 And Pharaoh seeing that all Joseph's brethren were valiant men, and of beautiful appearance, he 
greatly rejoiced. 

79 And they afterward went out from the presence of Pharaoh to go to the land of Canaan, to their 
father, and their brother Benjamin was with them. 

483. 

80 And Joseph rose up and gave unto them eleven chariots from Pharaoh, 

and Joseph gave unto them his chariot, upon which he rode on the day of his being crowned in 
Egypt, to fetch his father to Egypt; 

484. 

and Joseph sent to all his brothers' children, garments according to their numbers, and a hundred 
pieces of silver to each of them, and he also sent garments to the wives of his brethren from the 
garments of the king's wives, and he sent them. 

81 And he gave unto each of his brethren ten men to go with them to the land of Canaan to serve 
them, to serve their children and all belonging to them in coming to Egypt. 
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485. 

82 And Joseph sent by the hand of his brother Benjamin ten suits of garments for his ten sons, a 
portion above the rest of the children of the sons of Jacob. 

83 And he sent to each fifty pieces of silver, and ten chariots on the account of Pharaoh, and he sent 
to his father ten asses laden with all the luxuries of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with com and 
bread and nourishment for his father, and to all that were with him as provisions for the road. 

486. 

84 And he sent to his sister Dinah garments of silver and gold, and frankincense and myrrh, and 
aloes and women's ornaments in great plenty, and he sent the same from the wives of Pharaoh to 
the wives of Benjamin. 

85 And he gave unto all his brethren, also to their wives, all sorts of onyx stones and bdellium, and 
from all the valuable things amongst the great people of Egypt, nothing of all the costly things was 
left but what Joseph sent of to his father's household. 

487. 

86 And he sent his brethren away, and they went, and he sent his brother Benjamin with them. 

87 And Joseph went out with them to accompany them on the road unto the borders of Egypt, and 
he commanded them concerning his father and his household, to come to Egypt. 

488. 

88 And he said unto them. Do not quarrel on the road, for this thing was from the Lord to keep a 
great people from starvation, for there will be yet five years of famine in the land. 

89 And he commanded them, saying, 

When you come unto the land of Canaan, do not come suddenly before my father in this affair, but 
act in your wisdom. 


489 

90 And Joseph ceased to command them, and he turned and went back to Egypt, and the sons of 
Jacob went to the land of Canaan with joy and cheerfulness to their father Jacob. 

91 And they came unto the borders of the land, and they said to each other, What shall we do in this 
matter before our father, for if we come suddenly to him and tell him the matter, he will be greatly 
alarmed at our words and will not believe us. 


490. 

92 And they went along until they came nigh unto their houses, and they found Serach, the 
daughter of Asher, going forth to meet them, and the damsel was very good and subtle, and knew 
how to play upon the harp. 


491. 

93 And they called unto her and she came before them, and she kissed them, and they took her and 
gave unto her a harp, saying, Go now before our father, and sit before him, and strike upon the 
harp, and speak these words. 


492. 

94 And they commanded her to go to their house, and she took the harp and hastened before them, 
and she came and sat near Jacob. 

95 And she played well and sang, and uttered in the sweetness of her words, 

Joseph my uncle is living, and he ruleth throughout the land of Egypt, and is not dead. 

493. 

96 And she continued to repeat and utter these words, and Jacob heard her words and they were 
agreeable to him. 

97 He listened whilst she repeated them twice and thrice, and joy entered the heart of Jacob at the 
sweetness of her words, and the spirit of God was upon him, and he knew all her words to be true. 
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494. 

98 And Jacob blessed Serach when she spoke these words before him, 

and he said unto her. My daughter, may death never prevail over thee, for thou hast revived my 
spirit; only speak yet before me as thou hast spoken, for thou hast gladdened me with all thy words. 

495. 

99 And she continued to sing these words, and Jacob listened and it pleased him, and he rejoiced, 
and the spirit of God was upon him. 

100 Whilst he was yet speaking with her, behold his sons came to him with horses and chariots and 
royal garments and servants running before them. 

496. 

101 And Jacob rose up to meet them, and saw his sons dressed in royal garments and he saw all the 
treasures that Joseph had sent to them. 

102 And they said unto him. Be informed that our brother Joseph is living, and it is he who ruleth 
throughout the land of Egypt, and it is he who spoke unto us as we told thee. 

497. 

103 And Jacob heard all the words of his sons, and his heart palpitated at their words, for he could 
not believe them until he saw all that Joseph had given them and what he had sent him, and all the 
signs which Joseph had spoken unto them. 

104 And they opened out before him, and showed him all that Joseph had sent, they gave unto each 
what Joseph had sent him, and he knew that they had spoken the truth, and he rejoiced exceedingly 
an account of his son. 


498. 

105 And Jacob said, It is enough for me that my son Joseph is still living, I will go and see him 
before I die. 

106 And his sons told him all that had befallen them, and Jacob said, I will go down to Egypt to see 
my son and his offspring. 


499. 

107 And Jacob rose up and put on the garments which Joseph had sent him, and after he had 
washed, and shaved his hair, he put upon his head the turban which Joseph had sent him. 

108 And all the people of Jacob's house and their wives put on the garments which Joseph had sent 
to them, and they greatly rejoiced at Joseph that he was still living and that he was ruling in Egypt, 

500. 

109 And all the inhabitants of Canaan heard of this thing, and they came and rejoiced much with 
Jacob that he was still living. 

110 And Jacob made a feast for them for three days, and all the kings of Canaan and nobles of the 
land ate and drank and rejoiced in the house of Jacob. 
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Divisions 501-535 


501. 


JASHER 55 - 56:21 


1 And it came to pass after this that Jacob said, I will go and see my son in Egypt and will then 
come back to the land of Canaan of which God had spoken unto Abraham, for I cannot leave the 
land of my birth-place. 

2 Behold the word of the Lord came unto him, saying. Go down to Egypt with all thy household 
and remain there, fear not to go down to Egypt for I will there make thee a great nation. 


502. 

3 And Jacob said within himself, I will go and see my son whether the fear of his God is yet in his 
heart amidst all the inhabitants of Egypt. 

4 And the Lord said unto Jacob, Fear not about Joseph, for he still retaineth his integrity to serve 
me, as will seem good in thy sight, and Jacob rejoiced exceedingly concerning his son. 


503. 

5 At that time Jacob commanded his sons and household to go to Egypt according to the word of 
the Lord unto him, and Jacob rose up with his sons and all his household, and he went out from the 
land of Canaan from Beersheba, with joy and gladness of heart, and they went to the land of Egypt. 

6 And it came to pass when they came near Egypt, Jacob sent Judah before him to Joseph that he 
might show him a situation in Egypt, 


504. 

and Judah did according to the word of his father, and he hastened and ran and came to Joseph, and 
they assigned for them a place in the land of Goshen for all his household, and Judah returned and 
came along the road to his father. 

7 And Joseph harnessed the chariot, and he assembled all his mighty men and his servants and all 
the officers of Egypt in order to go and meet his father Jacob, and Joseph's mandate was 
proclaimed in Egypt, saying, All that do not go to meet Jacob shall die. 

505. 

8 And on the next day Joseph went forth with all Egypt a great and mighty host, all dressed in 
garments of fine linen and purple and with instruments of silver and gold and with their 
instruments of war with them. 

9 And they all went to meet Jacob with all sorts of musical instruments, with drums and timbrels, 
strewing myrrh and aloes all along the road, and they all went after this fashion, and the earth 
shook at their shouting. 


506. 

10 And all the women of Egypt went upon the roofs of Egypt and upon the walls to meet Jacob, 
and upon the head of Joseph was Pharaoh's regal crown, for Pharaoh had sent it unto him to put on 
at the time of his going to meet his father. 


507. 

11 And when Joseph came within fifty cubits of his father, he alighted from the chariot and he 
walked toward his father, and when all the officers of Egypt and her nobles saw that Joseph had 
gone on foot toward his father, they also alighted and walked on foot toward Jacob. 

12 And when Jacob approached the camp of Joseph, Jacob observed the camp that was coming 
toward him with Joseph, and it gratified him and Jacob was astonished at it. 

508. 

13 And Jacob said unto Judah, Who is that man whom I see in the camp of Egypt dressed in kingly 
robes with a very red garment upon him and a royal crown upon his head, who has alighted from 
his chariot and is coming toward us? 

and Judah answered his father, saying, He is thy son Joseph the king; and Jacob rejoiced in seeing 
the glory of his son. 
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509 . 

14 And Joseph came nigh unto his father and he bowed to his father, and all the men of the camp 
bowed to the ground with him before Jacob. 

15 And behold Jacob ran and hastened to his son Joseph and fell upon his neck and kissed him, and 
they wept, and Joseph also embraced his father and kissed him, and they wept and all the people of 
Egypt wept with them. 


510. 

16 And Jacob said unto Joseph, Now I will die cheerfully after I have seen thy face, that thou art 
still living and with glory. 

17 And the sons of Jacob and their wives and their children and their servants, and all the 
household of Jacob wept exceedingly with Joseph, and they kissed him and wept greatly with him. 

511. 

18 And Joseph and all his people returned afterward home to Egypt, and Jacob and his sons and all 
the children of his household came with Joseph to Egypt, and Joseph placed them in the best part of 
Egypt, in the land of Goshen. 

19 And Joseph said unto his father and unto his brethren, I will go up and tell Pharaoh, saying, My 
brethren and my father's household and all belonging to them have come unto me, and behold they 
are in the land of GoshenA 


512. 

20 And Joseph did so and took from his brethren Reuben, Issachar, Zebulun, and his brother 
Benjamin, and he placed them before Pharaoh. 

21 And Joseph spoke unto Pharaoh, saying, My brethren and my father's household and all 
belonging to them, together with their flocks and cattle have come unto me from the land of 
Canaan, to sojourn in Egypt; for the famine was sore upon them. 

513. 

22 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Place thy father and brethren in the best part of the land, 
withhold not from them all that is good, and cause them to eat of the fat of the land. 

23 And Joseph answered, saying, Behold I have stationed them in the land of Goshen, for they are 
shepherds, therefore let them remain in Goshen to feed their flocks apart from the Egyptians. 

514. 

24 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Do with thy brethren all that they shall say unto thee; and the 
sons of Jacob bowed down to Pharaoh, and they went forth from him in peace, and Joseph 
afterward brought his father before Pharaoh. 

25 And Jacob came and bowed down to Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and he then went out; 
and Jacob and all his sons, and all his household dwelt in the land of Goshen. 

515. 

26 In the second year, that is in the hundred and thirtieth year of the life of Jacob, Joseph 
maintained his father and his brethren, and all his father's household, with bread according to their 
little ones, all the days of the famine; they lacked nothing. 

27 And Joseph gave unto them the best part of the whole land; the best of Egypt had they all the 
days of Joseph; and Joseph also gave unto them and unto the whole of his father's household, 
clothes and garments year by year; 

and the sons of Jacob remained securely in Egypt all the days of their brother. 

516. 

28 And Jacob always ate at Joseph's table, Jacob and his sons did not leave Joseph's table day or 
night, besides what Jacob's children consumed in their houses. 

29 And all Egypt ate bread during the days of the famine from the house of Joseph, for all the 
Egyptians sold all belonging to them on account of the famine. 

30 And Joseph purchased all the lands and fields of Egypt for bread on the account of Pharaoh, and 
Joseph supplied all Egypt with bread all the days of the famine, 
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517 . 

and Joseph collected all the silver and gold that came unto him for the com which they bought 
throughout the land, and he accumulated much gold and silver, besides an immense quantity of 
onyx stones, bdellium and valuable garments which they brought unto Joseph from every part of 
the land when their money was spent. 


518. 

31 And Joseph took all the silver and gold that came into his hand, about seventy two talents of 
gold and silver, and also onyx stones and bdellium in great abundance, and Joseph went and 
concealed them in four parts, and he concealed one part in the wilderness near the Red sea, and one 
part by the river Perath, and the third and fourth part he concealed in the desert opposite to the 
wilderness of Persia and Media. 

32 And he took part of the gold and silver that was left, and gave it unto all his brothers and unto all 
his father's household, and unto all the women of his father's household, and the rest he brought to 
the house of Pharaoh, about twenty talents of gold and silver. 

519. 

33 And Joseph gave all the gold and silver that was left unto Pharaoh, and Pharaoh placed it in the 
treasury, and the days of the famine ceased after that in the land, and they sowed and reaped in the 
whole land, and they obtained their usual quantity year by year; they lacked nothing. 

34 And Joseph dwelt securely in Egypt, and the whole land was under his advice, and his father 
and all his brethren dwelt in the land of Goshen and took possession of it. 

520. 

35 And Joseph was very aged, advanced in days, and his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, 
remained constantly in the house of Jacob, together with the children of the sons of Jacob their 
brethren, to leam the ways of the Lord and his law. 

36 And Jacob and his sons dwelt in the land of Egypt in the land of Goshen, and they took 
possession in it, and they were fruitful and multiplied in it. 


JASHER 56 


521. 

1 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years, and the days of Jacob, and the years of his 
life were a hundred and forty seven years. 

2 At that time Jacob was attacked with that illness of which he died and he sent and called for his 
son Joseph from Egypt, and Joseph his son came from Egypt and Joseph came unto his father. 


522. 

3 And Jacob said unto Joseph and unto his sons, Behold I die, and the God of your ancestors will 
visit you, and bring you back to the land, which the Lord sware to give unto you and unto your 
children after you, now therefore when I am dead, bury me in the cave which is in Machpelah in 
Hebron in the land of Canaan, near my ancestors. 


523. 

4 And Jacob made his sons swear to bury him in Machpelah, in Hebron, and his sons swore unto 
him concerning this thing. 

5 And he commanded them, saying, Serve the Lord your God, for he who delivered your fathers 
will also deliver you from all trouble. 


524. 

6 And Jacob said. Call all your children unto me, and all the children of Jacob's sons came and sat 
before him, and Jacob blessed them, and he said unto them. The Lord God of your fathers shall 
grant you a thousand times as much and bless you, and may he give you the blessing of your father 
Abraham; and all the children of Jacob's sons went forth on that day after he had blessed them. 

525. 

7 And on the next day Jacob again called for his sons, and they all assembled and came to him and 
sat before him, 

and Jacob on that day blessed his sons before his death, each man did he bless according to his 
blessing; behold it is written in the book of the law of the Lord appertaining to Israel. 
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526. 

8 And Jacob said unto Judah, I know my son that thou art a mighty man for thy brethren; reign over 
them, and thy sons shall reign over their sons forever. 

9 Only teach thy sons the bow and all the weapons of war, in order that they may fight the battles 
of their brother who will rule over his enemies. 


527. 

10 And Jacob again commanded his sons on that day, saying, Behold I shall be this day gathered 
unto my people; cany me up from Egypt, and bury me in the cave of Machpelah as I have 
commanded you. 


528. 

11 Howbeit take heed I pray you that none of your sons cany me, only yourselves, and this is the 
manner you shall do unto me, when you cany my body to go with it to the land of Canaan to bury 
me, 

12 Judah, Issachar and Zebulun shall cany my bier at the eastern side; Reuben, Simeon and Gad at 
the south, Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin at the west, Dan, Asher and Naphtali at the north. 

529. 

13 Let not Levi carry with you, for he and his sons will cany the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
with the Israelites in the camp, neither let Joseph my son cany, for as a king so let his glory be; 
howbeit, Ephraim and Manasseh shall be in their stead. 

530. 

14 Thus shall you do unto me when you carry me away; do not neglect any thing of all that I 
command you; and it shall come to pass when you do this unto me, that the Lord will remember 
you favorably and your children after you forever. 

531. 

15 And you my sons, honor each his brother and his relative, and command your children and your 
children's children after you to serve the Lord God of your ancestors all the days. 

16 In order that you may prolong your days in the land, you and your children and your children's 
children for ever, when you do what is good and upright in the sight of the Lord your God, to go in 
all his ways. 


532. 

17 And thou, Joseph my son, forgive I pray thee the prongs of thy brethren and all their misdeeds in 
the injury that they heaped upon thee, for God intended it for thine and thy children's benefit. 

533. 

18 And O my son leave not thy brethren to the inhabitants of Egypt, neither hurt their feelings, for 
behold I consign them to the hand of God and in thy hand to guard them from the Egyptians; and 
the sons of Jacob answered their father saying, O, our father, all that thou hast commanded us, so 
will we do; may God only be with us. 


534. 

19 And Jacob said unto his sons. So may God be with you when you keep all his ways; turn not 
from his ways either to the right or the left in performing what is good and upright in his sight. 

20 For I know that many and grievous troubles will befall you in the latter days in the land, yea 
your children and children's children, only serve the Lord and he will save you from all trouble. 

535. 

21 And it shall come to pass when you shall go after God to serve him and will teach your children 
after you, and your children's children, to know the Lord, then will the Lord raise up unto you and 
your children a servant from amongst your children, and the Lord will deliver you through his hand 
from all affliction, and bring you out of Egypt and bring you back to the land of your fathers to 
inherit it securely. 
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536. 


JASHER 56:22 - 56:68 


22 And Jacob ceased commanding his sons, and he drew his feet into the bed, he died and was 
gathered to his people. 

23 And Joseph fell upon his father and he cried out and wept over him and he kissed him, and he 
called out in a bitter voice, and he said, O my father, my father. 

24 And his son's wives and all his household came and fell upon Jacob, and they wept over him, 
and cried in a very loud voice concerning Jacob. 


537. 

25 And all the sons of Jacob rose up together, and they tore their garments, and they all put 
sackcloth upon their loins, and they fell upon their faces, and they cast dust upon their heads 
toward the heavens. 

26 And the thing was told unto Osnath Joseph's wife, and she rose up and put on a sack and she 
with all the Egyptian women with her came and mourned and wept for Jacob. 


538. 

27 And also all the people of Egypt who knew Jacob came all on that day when they heard this 
thing, and all Egypt wept for many days. 

28 And also from the land of Canaan did the women come unto Egypt when they heard that Jacob 
was dead, and they wept for him in Egypt for seventy days. 


539. 

29 And it came to pass after this that Joseph commanded his servants the doctors to embalm his 
father with myrrh and frankincense and all manner of incense and perfume, and the doctors 
embalmed Jacob as Joseph had commanded them. 

30 And all the people of Egypt and the elders and all the inhabitants of the land of Goshen wept 
and mourned over Jacob, and all his sons and the children of his household lamented and mourned 
over their father Jacob many days. 


540. 

31 And after the days of his weeping had passed away, at the end of seventy days, Joseph said unto 
Pharaoh, I will go up and bury my father in the land of Canaan as he made me swear, and then I 
will return. 


541. 

32 And Pharaoh sent Joseph, saying. Go up and bury thy father as he said, and as he made thee 
swear; and Joseph rose up with all his brethren to go to the land of Canaan to bury their father 
Jacob as he had commanded them. 


542. 

33 And Pharaoh commanded that it should be proclaimed throughout Egypt, saying, Whoever 
goeth not up with Joseph and his brethren to the land of Canaan to bury Jacob, shall die. 

543. 

34 And all Egypt heard of Pharaoh's proclamation, and they all rose up together, and all the 
servants of Pharaoh, and the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt went up 
with Joseph, and all the officers and nobles of Pharaoh went up as the servants of Joseph, and they 
went to bury Jacob in the land of Canaan. 
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544. 

35 And the sons of Jacob carried the bier upon which he lay; according to all that their father 
commanded them, so did his sons unto him. 

36 And the bier was of pure gold, and it was inlaid round about with onyx stones and bdellium; 
and the covering of the bier was gold woven work, joined with threads, and over them were hooks 
of onyx stones and bdellium. 


545. 

37 And Joseph placed upon the head of his father Jacob a large golden crown, and he put a golden 
scepter in his hand, and they surrounded the bier as was the custom of kings during their lives. 

546. 

38 And all the troops of Egypt went before him in this array, at first all the mighty men of Pharaoh, 
and the mighty men of Joseph, and after them the rest of the inhabitants of Egypt, and they were all 
girded with swords and equipped with coats of mail, and the trappings of war were upon them. 

39 And all the weepers and mourners went at a distance opposite to the bier, going and weeping 
and lamenting, and the rest of the people went after the bier. 

547. 

40 And Joseph and his household went together near the bier barefooted and weeping, and the rest 
of Joseph's servants went around him; each man had his ornaments upon him, and they were all 
armed with their weapons of war. 


548. 

41 And fifty of Jacob's servants went in front of the bier, and they strewed along the road myrrh 
and aloes, and all manner of perfume, and all the sons of Jacob that carried the bier walked upon 
the perfumery, and the servants of Jacob went before them strewing the perfume along the road. 

549. 

42 And Joseph went up with a heavy camp, and they did after this manner every day until they 
reached the land of Canaan, and they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which was on the other 
side of Jordan, and they mourned an exceeding great and heavy mourning in that place. 

550. 

43 And all the kings of Canaan heard of this thing and they all went forth, each man from his 
house, thirty-one kings of Canaan, and they all came with their men to mourn and weep over Jacob. 

551. 

44 And all these kings beheld Jacob's bier, and behold Joseph's crown was upon it, and they also 
put their crowns upon the bier, and encircled it with crowns. 

45 And all these kings made in that place a great and heavy mourning with the sons of Jacob and 
Egypt over Jacob, for all the kings of Canaan knew the valor of Jacob and his sons. 

552. 

46 And the report reached Esau, saying, Jacob died in Egypt, and his sons and all Egypt are 
conveying him to the land of Canaan to bury him. 

47 And Esau heard this thing, and he was dwelling in mount Seir, and he rose up with his sons and 
all his people and all his household, a people exceedingly great, and they came to mourn and weep 
over Jacob. 


553. 

48 And it came to pass, when Esau came he mourned for his brother Jacob, and all Egypt and all 
Canaan again rose up and mourned a great mourning with Esau over Jacob in that place 

554. 

49 And Joseph and his brethren brought their father Jacob from that place, and they went to Hebron 
to bury Jacob in the cave by his fathers. 

50 And they came unto Kireath-arba, to the cave, and as they came Esau stood with his sons 
against Joseph and his brethren as a hindrance in the cave, saying, Jacob shall not be buried therein, 
for it belongeth to us and to our father. 
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555 . 

51 And Joseph and his brethren heard the words of Esau's sons, and they were exceedingly wroth, 
and Joseph approached unto Esau, saying, What is this thing which they have spoken? surely my 
father Jacob bought it from thee for great riches after the death of Isaac, now five and twenty years 
ago, and also all the land of Canaan he bought from thee and from thy sons, and thy seed after thee. 

52 And Jacob bought it for his sons and his seed after him for an inheritance for ever, and why 
speakest thou these things this day? 


556. 

53 And Esau answered, saying, Thou speakest falsely and utterest lies, for I sold not anything 
belonging to me in all this land, as thou sayest, neither did my brother Jacob buy aught belonging 
to me in this land. 

54 And Esau spoke these things in order to deceive Joseph with his words, for Esau knew that 
Joseph was not present in those days when Esau sold all belonging to him in the land of Canaan to 
Jacob. 


557. 

55 And Joseph said unto Esau, Surely my father inserted these things with thee in the record of 
purchase, and testified the record with witnesses, and behold it is with us in Egypt. 

56 And Esau answered, saying unto him, Bring the record, all that thou wilt find in the record, so 
will we do. 


558. 

57 And Joseph called unto Naphtali his brother, and he said, Hasten quickly, stay not, and run I 
pray thee to Egypt and bring all the records; 

the record of the purchase, the sealed record and the open record, and also all the first records in 
which all the transactions of the birth-right are written, fetch thou. 

58 And thou shalt bring them unto us hither, that we may know from them all the words of Esau 
and his sons which they spoke this day. 


559. 

59 And Naphtali hearkened to the voice of Joseph and he hastened and ran to go down to Egypt, 
and Naphtali was lighter on foot than any of the stags that were upon the wilderness, for he would 
go upon ears of com without crushing them. 


560. 

60 And when Esau saw that Naphtali had gone to fetch the records, he and his sons increased their 
resistance against the cave, and Esau and all his people rose up against Joseph and his brethren to 
battle. 


561. 

61 And all the sons of Jacob and the people of Egypt fought with Esau and his men, and the sons of 
Esau and his people were smitten before the sons of Jacob, and the sons of Jacob slew of Esau's 
people forty men. 


562. 

62 And Chushim the son of Dan, the son of Jacob, was at that time with Jacob's sons, but he was 
about a hundred cubits distant from the place of battle, for he remained with the children of Jacob's 
sons by Jacob's bier to guard it. 


563. 

63 And Chushim was dumb and deaf, still he understood the voice of consternation amongst men. 

64 And he asked, saying, Why do you not bury the dead, and what is this great consternation? 
and they answered him the words of Esau and his sons; 

564. 

and he ran to Esau in the midst of the battle, and he slew Esau with a sword, and he cut off his 
head, and it sprang to a distance, and Esau fell amongst the people of the battle. 

65 And when Chushim did this thing the sons of Jacob prevailed over the sons of Esau, and the 
sons of Jacob buried their father Jacob by force in the cave, and the sons of Esau beheld it. 
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565 . 

66 And Jacob was buried in Hebron, in the cave of Machpelah which Abraham had bought from 
the sons of Heth for the possession of a burial place, and he was buried in very costly garments. 

67 And no king had such honor paid him as Joseph paid unto his father at his death, for he buried 
him with great honor like unto the burial of kings. 

68 And Joseph and his brethren made a mourning of seven days for their father. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY ONE 
Divisions 566-590 


566. 


JASHER 57 


1 And it was after this that the sons of Esau waged war with the sons of Jacob, and the sons of Esau 
fought with the sons of Jacob in Hebron, and Esau was still lying dead, and not buried. 

2 And the battle was heavy between them, and the sons of Esau were smitten before the sons of 
Jacob, 


567. 

and the sons of Jacob slew of the sons of Esau eighty men, and not one died of the people of the 
sons of Jacob; and the hand of Joseph prevailed over all the people of the sons of Esau, 
and he took Zepho, the son of Eliphaz, the son of Esau, and fifty of his men captive, and he bound 
them with chains of iron, and gave them into the hand of his servants to bring them to Egypt. 

568. 

3 And it came to pass when the sons of Jacob had taken Zepho and his people captive, all those that 
remained were greatly afraid of their lives from the house of Esau, lest they should also be taken 
captive, and they all fled with Eliphaz the son of Esau and his people, with Esau's body, and they 
went on their road to Mount Seir. 

4 And they came unto Mount Seir and they buried Esau in Seir, but they had not brought his head 
with them to Seir, for it was buried in that place where the battle had been in Hebron. 

569. 

5 And it came to pass when the sons of Esau had fled from before the sons of Jacob, the sons of 
Jacob pursued them unto the borders of Seir, but they did not slay a single man from amongst them 
when they pursued them, for Esau's body which they earned with them excited their confusion, so 
they fled and the sons of Jacob turned back from them and came up to the place where their 
brethren were in Hebron, and they remained there on that day, and on the next day until they rested 
from the battle. 


570. 

6 And it came to pass on the third day they assembled all the sons of Seir the Horite, and they 
assembled all the children of the east, a multitude of people like the sand of the sea, and they went 
and came down to Egypt to fight with Joseph and his brethren, in order to deliver their brethren. 

7 And Joseph and all the sons of Jacob heard that the sons of Esau and the children of the east had 
come upon them to battle in order to deliver their brethren. 

571. 

8 And Joseph and his brethren and the strong men of Egypt went forth and fought in the city of 
Rameses, and Joseph and his brethren dealt out a tremendous blow amongst the sons of Esau and 
the children of the east. 

9 And they slew of them six hundred thousand men, and they slew amongst them all the mighty 
men of the children of Seir the Horite; there were only a few of them left, and they slew also a 
great many of the children of the east, and of the children of Esau; and Eliphaz the son of Esau, and 
the children of the east all fled before Joseph and his brethren. 
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572. 

10 And Joseph and his brethren pursued them until they came unto Succoth, and they yet slew of 
them in Succoth thirty men, and the rest escaped and they fled each to his city. 

11 And Joseph and his brethren and the mighty men of Egypt turned back from them with joy and 
cheerfulness of heart, for they had smitten all their enemies. 

573. 

12 And Zepho the son of Eliphaz and his men were still slaves in Egypt to the sons of Jacob, and 
their pains increased. 

13 And when the sons of Esau and the sons of Seir returned to their land, the sons of Seir saw that 
they had all fallen into the hands of the sons of Jacob, and the people of Egypt, on account of the 
battle of the sons of Esau. 


574. 

14 And the sons of Seir said unto the sons of Esau, You have seen and therefore you know that this 
camp was on your account, and not one mighty man or an adept in war remaineth. 

15 Now therefore go forth from our land, go from us to the land of Canaan to the land of the 
dwelling of your fathers; wherefore shall your children inherit the effects of our children in latter 
days? 


575. 

16 And the children of Esau would not listen to the children of Seir, and the children of Seir 
considered to make war with them. 

17 And the children of Esau sent secretly to Angeas king of Africa, the same is Dinhabah, saying, 

18 Send unto us some of thy men and let them come unto us, and we will fight together with the 
children of Seir the Horite, for they have resolved to fight with us to drive us away from the land. 

576. 

19 And Angeas king of Dinhabah did so, for he was in those days friendly to the children of Esau, 
and Angeas sent five hundred valiant infantry to the children of Esau, and eight hundred cavalry. 

20 And the children of Seir sent unto the children of the east and unto the children of Midian, 
saying, You have seen what the children of Esau have done unto us, upon whose account we are 
almost all destroyed, in their battle with the sons of Jacob. 

577. 

21 Now therefore come unto us and assist us, and we will fight them together, and we will drive 
them from the land and be avenged of the cause of our brethren who died for their sakes in their 
battle with their brethren the sons of Jacob. 

22 And all the children of the east listened to the children of Seir, and they came unto them about 
eight hundred men with drawn swords, and the children of Esau fought with the children of Seir at 
that time in the wilderness of Paran. 


578. 

23 And the children of Seir prevailed then over the sons of Esau, and the children of Seir slew on 
that day of the children of Esau in that battle about two hundred men of the people of Angeas king 
of Dinhabah. 

24 And on the second day the children of Esau came again to fight a second time with the children 
of Seir, and the battle was sore upon the children of Esau this second time, and it troubled them 
greatly on account of the children of Seir. 


579. 

25 And when the children of Esau saw that the children of Seir were more powerful than they were, 
some men of the children of Esau turned and assisted the children of Seir their enemies. 

26 And there fell yet of the people of the children of Esau in the second battle fifty-eight men of the 
people at Angeas king of Dinhabah. 
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580. 

27 And on the third day the children of Esau heard that some of their brethren had turned from 
them to fight against them in the second battle; and the children of Esau mourned when they heard 
this thing. 

28 And they said. What shall we do unto our brethren who turned from us to assist the children of 
Seir our enemies? 


581. 

and the children of Esau again sent to Angeas king of Dinhabah, saying, 

29 Send unto us again other men that with them we may fight with the children of Seir, for they 
have already twice been heavier than we were. 

30 And Angeas again sent to the children of Esau about six hundred valiant men, and they came to 
assist the children of Esau. 


582. 

31 And in ten days' time the children of Esau again waged war with the children of Seir in the 
wilderness of Paran, and the battle was very severe upon the children of Seir, and the children of 
Esau prevailed at this time over the children of Seir, and the children of Seir were smitten before 
the children of Esau, and the children of Esau slew from them about two thousand men. 

583. 

32 And all the mighty men of the children of Seir died in this battle, and there only remained their 
young children that were left in their cities. 

33 And all Midian and the children of the east betook themselves to flight from the battle, and they 
left the children of Seir and tied when they saw that the battle was severe upon them, and the 
children of Esau pursued all the children of the east until they reached their land. 

584. 

34 And the children of Esau slew yet of them about two hundred and fifty men and from the people 
of the children of Esau there fell in that battle about thirty men, but this evil came upon them 
through their brethren turning from them to assist the children of Seir the Horite, and the children 
of Esau again heard of the evil doings of their brethren, and they again mourned on account of this 
thing. 


585. 

35 And it came to pass after the battle, the children of Esau turned back and came home unto Seir, 
and the children of Esau slew those who had remained in the land of the children of Seir; they slew 
also their wives and little ones, they left not a soul alive except fifty young lads and damsels whom 
they suffered to live, and the children of Esau did not put them to death, and the lads became their 
slaves, and the damsels they took for wives. 


586. 

36 And the children of Esau dwelt in Seir in the place of the children of Seir, and they inherited 
their land and took possession of it. 

37 And the children of Esau took all belonging in the land to the children of Seir, also their flocks, 
their bullocks and their goods, and all belonging to the children of Seir, did the children of Esau 
take, and the children of Esau dwelt in Seir in the place of the children of Seir unto this day, and the 
children of Esau divided the land into divisions to the five sons of Esau, according to their families. 

587. 

38 And it came to pass in those days, that the children of Esau resolved to crown a king over them 
in the land of which they became possessed. And they said to each other, Not so, for he shall reign 
over us in our land, and we shall be under his counsel and he shall fight our battles, against our 
enemies, and they did so. 
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588. 

39 And all the children of Esau swore, saying, That none of their brethren should ever reign over 
them, but a strange man who is not of their brethren, for the souls of all the children of Esau were 
embittered every man against his son, brother and friend, on account of the evil they sustained from 
their brethren when they fought with the children of Seir. 

40 Therefore the sons of Esau swore, saying. From that day forward they would not choose a king 
from their brethren, but one from a strange land unto this day. 

589. 

41 And there was a man there from the people of Angeas king of Dinhabah; his name was Bela the 
son of Beor, who was a very valiant man, beautiful and comely and wise in all wisdom, and a man 
of sense and counsel; and there was none of the people of Angeas like unto him. 

42 And all the children of Esau took him and anointed him and they crowned him for a king, and 
they bowed down to him, and they said unto him, May the king live, may the king live. 

43 And they spread out the sheet, and they brought him each man earrings of gold and silver or 
rings or bracelets, and they made him very rich in silver and in gold, in onyx stones and bdellium, 
and they made him a royal throne, and they placed a regal crown upon his head, and they built a 
palace for him and he dwelt therein, and he became king over all the children of Esau. 

590. 

44 And the people of Angeas took their hire for their battle from the children of Esau, and they 
went and returned at that time to their master in Dinhabah. 

45 And Bela reigned over the children of Esau thirty years, and the children of Esau dwelt in the 
land instead of the children of Seir, and they dwelt securely in their stead unto this day. 


The Second Book of Jcisher 


CHAPTER TWENTY TWO 
Divisions 591-625 


JASHER 58-59 


591. 

1 And it came to pass in the thirty-second year of the Israelites going down to Egypt, that is in the 
seventy-first year of the life of Joseph, in that year died Pharaoh king of Egypt, and Magron his son 
reigned in his stead. 

2 And Pharaoh commanded Joseph before his death to be a father to his son, Magron, and that 
Magron should be under the care of Joseph and under his counsel. 


592. 

3 And all Egypt consented to this thing that Joseph should be king over them, for all the Egyptians 
loved Joseph as of heretofore, only Magron the son of Pharaoh sat upon, his father's throne, and he 
became king in those days in his father's stead. 

4 Magron was forty-one years old when he began to reign, and forty years he reigned in Egypt, and 
all Egypt called his name Pharaoh after the name of his father, as it was their custom to do in Egypt 
to every king that reigned over them. 


593. 

5 And it came to pass when Pharaoh reigned in his father's stead, he placed the laws of Egypt and 
all the affairs of government in the hand of Joseph, as his father had commanded him. 

6 And Joseph became king over Egypt, for he superintended over all Egypt, and all Egypt was 
under his care and under his counsel, for all Egypt inclined to Joseph after the death of Pharaoh, 
and they loved him exceedingly to reign over them. 

594. 

7 But there were some people amongst them, who did not like him, saying, No stranger shall reign 
over us; still the whole government of Egypt devolved in those days upon Joseph, after the death of 
Pharaoh, he being the regulator, doing as he liked throughout the land without any one interfering. 

8 And all Egypt was under the care of Joseph, and Joseph made war with all his surrounding 
enemies, and he subdued them; also all the land and all the Philistines, unto the borders of Canaan, 
did Joseph subdue, and they were all under his power and they gave a yearly tax unto Joseph. 
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595. 

9 And Pharaoh king of Egypt sat upon his throne in his father's stead, but he was under the control 
and counsel of Joseph, as he was at first under the control of his father. 

10 Neither did he reign but in the land of Egypt only, under the counsel of Joseph, but Joseph 
reigned over the whole country at that time, from Egypt unto the great river Perath. 

596. 

11 And Joseph was successful in all his ways, and the Lord was with him, and the Lord gave 
Joseph additional wisdom, and honor, and glory, and love toward him in the hearts of the Egyptians 
and throughout the land, and Joseph reigned over the whole country forty years. 

12 And all the countries of the Philistines and Canaan and Zidon, and on the other side of Jordan, 
brought presents unto Joseph all his days, 


597. 

and the whole country was in the hand of Joseph, and they brought unto him a yearly tribute as it 
was regulated, for Joseph had fought against all his surrounding enemies and subdued them, and 
the whole country was in the hand of Joseph, and Joseph sat securely upon his throne in Egypt. 

13 And also all his brethren the sons of Jacob dwelt securely in the land, all the days of Joseph, and 
they were fruitful and multiplied exceedingly in the land, and they served the Lord all their days, as 
their father Jacob had commanded them. 


598. 

14 And it came to pass at the end of many days and years, when the children of Esau were dwelling 
quietly in their land with Bela their king, that the children of Esau were fruitful and multiplied in 
the land, and they resolved to go and fight with the sons of Jacob and all Egypt, and to deliver their 
brother Zepho, the son of Eliphaz, and his men, for they were yet in those days slaves to Joseph. 

15 And the children of Esau sent unto all the children of the east, and they made peace with them, 
and all the children of the east came unto them to go with the children of Esau to Egypt to battle. 

599. 

16 And there came also unto them of the people of Angeas, king of Dinhabah, and they also sent 
unto the children of Ishmael and they also came unto them. 

17 And all this people assembled and came unto Seir to assist the children of Esau in their battle, 
and this camp was very large and heavy with people, numerous as the sand of the sea, about eight 
hundred thousand men, infantry and cavalry and all these troops went down to Egypt to fight with 
the sons of Jacob, and they encamped by Rameses. 

600. 

18 And Joseph went forth with his brethren with the mighty men of Egypt, about six hundred men, 
and they fought with them in the land of Rameses; and the sons of Jacob at that time again fought 
with the children of Esau, in the fiftieth year of the sons of Jacob going down to Egypt, that is the 
thirtieth year of the reign of Bela over the children of Esau in Seir. 

601. 

19 And the Lord gave all the mighty men of Esau and the children of the east into the hand of 
Joseph and his brethren, and the people of the children of Esau and the children of the east were 
smitten before Joseph. 


602. 

20 And of the people of Esau and the children of the east that were slain, there fell before the sons 
of Jacob about two hundred thousand men, and their king Bela the son of Beor fell with them in the 
battle, and when the children of Esau saw that their king had fallen in battle and was dead, their 
hands became weak in the combat. 


603. 

21 And Joseph and his brethren and all Egypt were still smiting the people of the house of Esau, 
and all Esau's people were afraid of the sons of Jacob and tied from before them. 
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604. 

22 And Joseph and his brethren and all Egypt pursued them a day's journey, and they slew yet from 
them about three hundred men, continuing to smite them in the road; and they afterward turned 
back from them. 

23 And Joseph and all his brethren returned to Egypt, not one man was missing from them, but of 
the Egyptians there fell twelve men. 


605. 

24 And when Joseph returned to Egypt he ordered Zepho and his men to be additionally bound, and 
they bound them in irons and they increased their grief. 

25 And all the people of the children of Esau, and the children of the east, returned in shame each 
unto his city, for all the mighty men that were with them had fallen in battle. 

606. 

26 And when the children of Esau saw that their king had died in battle they hastened and took a 
man from the people of the children of the east; his name was Jobab the son of Zarach, from the 
land of Botzrah, and they caused him to reign over them instead of Bela their king. 

607. 

27 And Jobab sat upon the throne of Bela as king in his stead, and Jobab reigned in Edom over all 
the children of Esau ten years, and the children of Esau went no more to fight with the sons of 
Jacob from that day forward, for the sons of Esau knew the valor of the sons of Jacob, and they 
were greatly afraid of them. 


608. 

28 But from that day forward the children of Esau hated the sons of Jacob, and the hatred and 
enmity were very strong between them all the days, unto this day. 

609. 

29 And it came to pass after this, at the end of ten years, Jobab, the son of Zarach, from Botzrah, 
died, and the children of Esau took a man whose name was Chusham, from the land of Teman, and 
they made him king over them instead of Jobab, and Chusham reigned in Edom over all the 
children of Esau for twenty years. 


610. 

30 And Joseph, king of Egypt, and his brethren, and all the children of Israel dwelt securely in 
Egypt in those days, together with all the children of Joseph and his brethren, having no hindrance 
or evil accident and the land of Egypt was at that time at rest from war in the days of Joseph and 
his brethren. 


611. 


JASHER 59 


1 And these are the names of the sons of Israel who dwelt in Egypt, who had come with Jacob, all 
the sons of Jacob came unto Egypt, every man with his household. 

2 The children of Leah were Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun, and their sister 
Dinah. 

3 And the sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin. 


612. 

4 And the sons of Zilpah, the handmaid of Leah, were Gad and Asher. 

5 And the sons of Bilhah, the handmaid of Rachel, were Dan and Naphtali 

6 And these were their offspring that were born unto them in the land of Canaan, before they came 
unto Egypt with their father Jacob. 

613. 

7 The sons of Reuben were Chanoch, Pallu, Chetzron and Carmi. 

8 And the sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zochar and Saul, the son of the 
Canaanitish woman. 

9 And the children of Levi were Gershon, Kehath and Merari, and their sister Jochebed, who was 
bom unto them in their going down to Egypt. 
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614. 

10 And the sons of Judah were Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez and Zarach. 

11 And Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan; and the sons of Perez were Chezron and Chamul. 

615. 

12 And the sons of Issachar were Tola, Puvah, Job and Shomron. 

13 And the sons of Zebulun were Sered, Elon and Jachleel, 

616. 

and the son of Dan was Chushim. 

14 And the sons of Naphtali were Jachzeel, Guni, Jetzer and Shilam. 

617. 

15 And the sons of Gad were Ziphion, Chaggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi and Areli. 

16 And the children of Asher were Jimnah, Jishvah, Jishvi, Beriah and their sister Serach; and the 
sons of Beriah were Cheber and Malchiel. 


618. 

17 And the sons of Benjamin were Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Achi, Rosh, Mupim, 
Chupim and Ord. 

18 And the sons of Joseph, that were born unto him in Egypt, were Manasseh and Ephraim. 

619. 

19 And all the souls that went forth from the loins of Jacob, were seventy souls; these are they who 
came with Jacob their father unto Egypt to dwell there: and Joseph and all his brethren dwelt 
securely in Egypt, and they ate of the best of Egypt all the days of the life of Joseph. 

620. 

20 And Joseph lived in the land of Egypt ninety-three years, and Joseph reigned over all Egypt 
eighty years. 

21 And when the days of Joseph drew nigh that he should die, he sent and called for his brethren 
and all his father's household, and they all came together and sat before him. 

621. 

22 And Joseph said unto his brethren and unto the whole of his father's household, Behold I die, 
and God will surely visit you and bring you up from this land to the land which he swore to your 
fathers to give unto them. 

23 And it shall be when God shall visit you to bring you up from here to the land of your fathers, 
then bring up my bones with you from here. 


622. 

24 And Joseph made the sons of Israel to swear for their seed after them, saying, God will surely 
visit you and you shall bring up my bones with you from here. 

25 And it came to pass after this that Joseph died in that year, the seventy-first year of the Israelites 
going down to Egypt. 


623. 

26 And Joseph was one hundred and ten years old when he died in the land of Egypt, and all his 
brethren and all his servants rose up and they embalmed Joseph, as was their custom, and his 
brethren and all Egypt mourned over him for seventy days. 

624. 

27 And they put Joseph in a coffin filled with spices and all sorts of perfume, and they buried him 
by the side of the river, that is Sihor, and his sons and all his brethren, and the whole of his father's 
household made a seven day's mourning for him. 

625. 

28 And it came to pass after the death of Joseph, all the Egyptians began in those days to rule over 
the children of Israel, and Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who reigned in his father's stead, took all the 
laws of Egypt and conducted the whole government of Egypt under his counsel, and he reigned 
securely over his people. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY THREE 
Divisions 626-655 


5. The Generations of Moses & Joshua 


626. 


JASHER 60-61 


1 And when the year came round, being the seventy-second year from the Israelites going down to 
Egypt, after the death of Joseph, Zepho, the son of Eliphaz, the son of Esau, fled from Egypt, he 
and his men, and they went away. 

2 And he came to Africa, which is Dinhabah, to Angeas king of [Ethiopian] Africa, and Angeas 
received them with great honor, and he made Zepho the captain of his host. 


627. 

3 And Zepho found favor in the sight of Angeas and in the sight of his people, and Zepho was 
captain of the host to Angeas king of Africa for many days. 

4 And Zepho enticed Angeas king of Africa to collect all his army to go and fight with the 
Egyptians, and with the sons of Jacob, and to avenge of them the cause of his brethren. 


628. 

5 But Angeas would not listen to Zepho to do this thing, for Angeas knew the strength of the sons 
of Jacob, and what they had done to his army in their warfare with the children of Esau. 

6 And Zepho was in those days very great in the sight of Angeas and in the sight of all his people, 
and he continually enticed them to make war against Egypt, but they would not. 


629. 

7 And it came to pass in those days there was in the land of Chittim a man in the city of Puzimna, 
whose name was Uzu, and he became degenerately deified by the children of Chittim, and the man 
died and had no son, only one daughter whose name was Jania. 

8 And the damsel was exceedingly beautiful, comely and intelligent, there was none seen like unto 
her for beauty and wisdom throughout the land. 

9 And the people of Angeas king of Africa saw her and they came and praised her unto him, and 
Angeas sent to the children of Chittim, and he requested to take her unto himself for a wife, and the 
people of Chittim consented to give her unto him for a wife. 


630. 

10 And when the messengers of Angeas were going forth from the land of Chittim to take their 
journey, behold the messengers of Turnus king of Bibentu came unto Chittim, for Turnus king of 
Bibentu also sent his messengers to request Jania for him, to take unto himself for a wife, for all his 
men had also praised her to him, therefore he sent all his servants unto her. 

631. 

11 And the servants of Turnus came to Chittim, and they asked for Jania, to be taken unto Turnus 
their king for a wife. 

12 And the people of Chittim said unto them. We cannot give her, because Angeas king of Africa 
desired her to take her unto him for a wife before you came, and that we should give her unto him, 


632. 

and now therefore we cannot do this thing to deprive Angeas of the damsel in order to give her unto 
Turnus. 

13 For we are greatly afraid of Angeas lest he come in battle against us and destroy us, and Turnus 
your master will not be able to deliver us from his hand. 

14 And when the messengers of Turnus heard all the words of the children of Chittim, they turned 
back to their master and told him all the words of the children of Chittim. 

633. 

15 And the children of Chittim sent a memorial to Angeas, saying, Behold Turnus has sent for Jania 
to take her unto him for a wife, and thus have we answered him; and we heard that he has collected 
his whole army to go to war against thee, and he intends to pass by the road of Sardunia to fight 
against thy brother Lucus, and after that he will come to fight against thee. 
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634. 

16 And Angeas heard the words of the children of Chittim which they sent to him in the record, and 
his anger was kindled and he rose up and assembled his whole army and came through the islands 
of the sea, the road to Sardunia, unto his brother Lucus king of Sardunia. 

17 And Niblos, the son of Lucus, heard that his uncle Angeas was coming, and he went out to meet 
him with a heavy army, and he kissed him and embraced him, and Niblos said unto Angeas, When 
thou askest my father after his welfare, when I shall go with thee to fight with Turnus, ask of him to 
make me captain of his host, and Angeas did so, and he came unto his brother and his brother came 
to meet him, and he asked him after his welfare. 


635. 

18 And Angeas asked his brother Lucus after his welfare, and to make his son Niblos captain of his 
host, and Lucus did so, and Angeas and his brother Lucus rose up and they went toward Turnus to 
battle, and there was with them a great army and a heavy people. 

19 And he came in ships, and they came into the province of Ashtorash, and behold Turnus came 
toward them, for he went forth to Sardunia, and intended to destroy it and afterward to pass on 
from there to Angeas to fight with him. 


636. 

20 And Angeas and Lucus his brother met Turnus in the valley of Canopia, and the battle was 
strong and mighty between them in that place. 

21 And the battle was severe upon Lucus king of Sardunia, and all his army fell, and Niblos his son 
fell also in that battle. 

22 And his uncle Angeas commanded his servants and they made a golden coffin for Niblos and 
they put him into it, and Angeas again waged battle toward Turnus, and Angeas was stronger than 
he, and he slew him, and he smote all his people with the edge of the sword, and Angeas avenged 
the cause of Niblos his brother's son and the cause of the army of his brother Lucus. 

637. 

23 And when Turnus died, the hands of those that survived the battle became weak, and they fled 
from before Angeas and Lucus his brother. 

24 And Angeas and his brother Lucus pursued them unto the highroad, which is between Alphanu 
and Romah, and they slew the whole army of Turnus with the edge of the sword. 

638. 

25 And Lucus king of Sardunia commanded his servants that they should make a coffin of brass, 
and that they should place therein the body of his son Niblos, and they buried him in that place. 

26 And they built upon it a high tower there upon the highroad, and they called its name after the 
name of Niblos unto this day, and they also buried Turnus king of Bibentu there in that place with 
Niblos. 


639. 

27 And behold upon the highroad between Alphanu and Romah the grave of Niblos is on one side 
and the grave of Turnus on the other, and a pavement between them unto this day. 

28 And when Niblos was buried, Lucus his father returned with his anny to his land Sardunia, and 
Angeas his brother king of Africa went with his people unto the city of Bibentu, that is the city of 
Turnus. 

29 And the inhabitants of Bibentu heard of his fame and they were greatly afraid of him, and they 
went forth to meet him with weeping and supplication, 

640. 

and the inhabitants of Bibentu entreated of Angeas not to slay them nor destroy their city; and he 
did so, for Bibentu was in those days reckoned as one of the cities of the children of Chittim; 
therefore he did not destroy the city. 

30 But from that day forward the troops of the king of Africa would go to Chittim to spoil and 
plunder it, and whenever they went, Zepho the captain of the host of Angeas would go with them. 

31 And it was after this that Angeas turned with his army and they came to the city of Puzimna, and 
Angeas took thence Jania the daughter of Uzu for a wife and brought her unto his city unto Africa. 
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2ND JASHER 61 


641. 

1 And it came to pass at that time Pharaoh king of Egypt commanded all his people to make for 
him a strong palace in Egypt. 

2 And he also commanded the sons of Jacob to assist the Egyptians in the building, and the 
Egyptians made a beautiful and elegant palace for a royal habitation, and he dwelt therein and he 
renewed his government and he reigned securely. 

642. 

3 And Zebulun the son of Jacob died in that year, that is the seventy-second year of the going down 
of the Israelites to Egypt, and Zebulun died a hundred and fourteen years old, and was put into a 
coffin and given into the hands of his children. 

4 And in the seventy-fifth year died his brother Simeon, he was a hundred and twenty years old at 
his death, and he was also put into a coffin and given into the hands of his children. 

643. 

5 And Zepho the son of Eliphaz the son of Esau, captain of the host to Angeas king of Dinhabah, 
was still daily enticing Angeas to prepare for battle to fight with the sons of Jacob in Egypt, and 
Angeas was unwilling to do this thing, for his servants had related to him all the might of the sons 
of Jacob, what they had done unto them in their battle with the children of Esau. 

6 And Zepho was in those days daily enticing Angeas to fight with the sons of Jacob in those days. 

644. 

7 And after some time Angeas hearkened to the words of Zepho and consented to him to fight with 
the sons of Jacob in Egypt, and Angeas got all his people in order, a people numerous as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore, and he formed his resolution to go to Egypt to battle. 

8 And amongst the servants of Angeas was a youth fifteen years old, Balaam the son of Beor was 
his name and the youth was very wise and understood the art of witchcraft. 

645. 

9 And Angeas said unto Balaam, Conjure for us, I pray thee, with the witchcraft, that we may know 
who will prevail in this battle to which we are now proceeding. 

646. 

10 And Balaam ordered that they should bring him wax, and he made thereof the likeness of 
chariots and horsemen representing the army of Angeas and the army of Egypt, and he put them in 
the cunningly prepared waters that he had for that purpose, and he took in his hand the boughs of 
myrtle trees, and he exercised his cunning, and he joined them over the water, and there appeared 
unto him in the water the resembling images of the hosts of Angeas falling before the resembling 
images of the Egyptians and the sons of Jacob. 


647. 

11 And Balaam told this thing to Angeas, and Angeas despaired and did not arm himself to go 
down to Egypt to battle, and he remained in his city. 

12 And when Zepho the son of Eliphaz saw that Angeas despaired of going forth to battle with the 
Egyptians, Zepho fled from Angeas from Africa, and he went and came unto Chittim. 

13 And all the people of Chittim received him with great honor, and they hired him to fight their 
battles all the days, 


648. 

and Zepho became exceedingly rich in those days, and the troops of the king of Africa still spread 
themselves in those days, and the children of Chittim assembled and went to Mount Cuptizia on 
account of the troops of Angeas king of Africa, who were advancing upon them. 

14 And it was one day that Zepho lost a young heifer, and he went to seek it, and he heard it lowing 
round about the mountain. 
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649. 

15 And Zepho went and he saw and behold there was a large cave at the bottom of the mountain, 
and there was a great stone there at the entrance of the cave, and Zepho split the stone and he came 
into the cave and he looked and behold, a large animal was devouring the ox; from the middle 
upward it resembled a man, and from the middle downward it resembled an animal, and Zepho 
rose up against the animal and slew it with his swords. 

650. 

16 And the inhabitants of Chittim heard of this thing, and they rejoiced exceedingly, and they said, 
What shall we do unto this man who has slain this animal that devoured our cattle? 

17 And they all assembled to consecrate one day in the year to him, and they called the name 
thereof Zepho after his name, and they brought unto him drink offerings year after year on that day, 
and they brought unto him gifts. 


651. 

18 At that time Jania the daughter of Uzu wife of king Angeas became ill, and her illness was 
heavily felt by Angeas and his officers, and Angeas said unto his wise men, What shall I do to Jania 
and how shall I heal her from her illness? And his wise men said unto him, Because the air of our 
country is not like the air of the land of Chittim, and our water is not like their water, therefore 
from this has the queen become ill. 

19 For through the change of air and water she became ill, and also because in her country she 
drank only the water which came from Purmah, which her ancestors had brought up with bridges. 

652. 

20 And Angeas commanded his servants, and they brought unto him in vessels of the waters of 
Purmah belonging to Chittim, and they weighed those waters with all the waters of the land of 
Africa, and they found those waters lighter than the waters of Africa. 

653. 

21 And Angeas saw this thing, and he commanded all his officers to assemble the hewers of stone 
in thousands and tens of thousands, and they hewed stone without number, and the builders came 
and they built an exceedingly strong bridge, and they conveyed the spring of water from the land of 
Chittim unto Africa, and those waters were for Jania the queen and for all her concerns, to drink 
from and to bake, wash and bathe therewith, and also to water therewith all seed from which food 
can be obtained, and all fruit of the ground. 


654. 

22 And the king commanded that they should bring of the soil of Chittim in large ships, and they 
also brought stones to build therewith, and the builders built palaces for Jania the queen, and the 
queen became healed of her illness. 

23 And at the revolution of the year the troops of Africa continued coming to the land of Chittim to 
plunder as usual, and Zepho son of Eliphaz heard their report, and he gave orders concerning them 
and he fought with them, and they fled before him, and he delivered the land of Chittim from them. 

655. 

24 And the children of Chittim saw the valor of Zepho, and the children of Chittim resolved and 
they made Zepho king over them, and he became king over them, and whilst he reigned they went 
to subdue the children of Tubal, and all the surrounding islands. 

25 And their king Zepho went at their head and they made war with Tubal and the islands, and they 
subdued them, and when they returned from the battle they renewed his government for him, and 
they built for him a very large palace for his royal habitation and seat, and they made a large throne 
for him, and Zepho reigned over the whole land of Chittim and over the land of Italia fifty years. 
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656. 


JASHER 62 


1 In that year, being the seventy-ninth year of the Israelites going down to Egypt, died Reuben the 
son of Jacob, in the land of Egypt; 

Reuben was a hundred and twenty-five years old when he died, and they put him into a coffin, and 
he was given into the hands of his children. 


657. 

2 And in the eightieth year died his brother Dan; he was a hundred and twenty years at his death, 
and he was also put into a coffin and given into the hands of his children. 

3 And in that year died Chusham king of Edom, and after him reigned Hadad the son of Bedad, for 
thirty-five years; 


658. 

and in the eighty-first year died Issachar the son of Jacob, in Egypt, and Issachar was a hundred 
and twenty-two years old at his death, and he was put into a coffin in Egypt, and given into the 
hands of his children. 


659. 

4 And in the eighty-second year died Asher his brother, he was a hundred and twenty-three years 
old at his death, and he was placed in a coffin in Egypt, and given into the hands of his children. 

660. 

5 And in the eighty-third year died Gad, he was a hundred and twenty-five years old at his death, 
and he was put into a coffin in Egypt, and given into the hands of his children. 

661. 

6 And it came to pass in the eighty-fourth year, that is the fiftieth year of the reign of Hadad, son of 
Bedad, king of Edom, that Hadad assembled all the children of Esau, and he got his whole army in 
readiness, about four hundred thousand men, and he directed his way to the land of Moab, and he 
went to fight with Moab and to make them tributary to him. 

662. 

7 And the children of Moab heard this thing, and they were very much afraid, and they sent to the 
children of Midian to assist them in fighting with Hadad, son of Bedad, king of Edom.. 

8 And Hadad came unto the land of Moab, and Moab and the children of Midian went out to meet 
him, and they placed themselves in battle array against him in the field of Moab. 

663. 

9 And Hadad fought with Moab, and there fell of the children of Moab and the children of Midian 
many slain ones, about two hundred thousand men. 

10 And the battle was very severe upon Moab, and when the children of Moab saw that the battle 
was sore upon them, they weakened their hands and turned their backs, and left the children of 
Midian to carry on the battle. 


664. 

11 And the children of Midian knew not the intentions of Moab, but they strengthened themselves 
in battle and fought with Hadad and all his host, and all Midian fell before him. 

12 And Hadad smote all Midian with a heavy smiting, and he slew them with the edge of the 
sword, he left none remaining of those who came to assist Moab. 

665. 

13 And when all the children of Midian had perished in battle, and the children at Moab had 
escaped, Hadad made all Moab at that time tributary to him, and they became under his hand, and 
they gave a yearly tax as it was ordered, and Hadad turned and went back to his land. 
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666. 

14 And at the revolution of the year, when the rest of the people of Midian that were in the land 
heard that all their brethren had fallen in battle with Hadad for the sake of Moab, because the 
children of Moab had turned their backs in battle and left Midian to fight, then five of the princes 
of Midian resolved with the rest of their brethren who remained in their land, to fight with Moab to 
avenge the cause of their brethren. 

15 And the children of Midian sent to all their brethren the children of the east [towards Arabia ], 
and all their brethren, all the children of Keturah came to assist Midian to fight with Moab. 

667. 

16 And the children of Moab heard this thing, and they were greatly afraid that all the children of 
the east had assembled together against them for battle, 

and they the children of Moab sent a memorial to the land of Edom to Hadad the son of Bedad, 
saying, 

17 Come now unto us and assist us and we will smite Midian, for they all assembled together and 
have come against us with all their brethren the children of the east to battle, to avenge the cause of 
Midian that fell in battle. 


668 . 

18 And Hadad, son of Bedad, king of Edom, went forth with his whole army and went to the land 
of Moab to fight with Midian, 

and Midian and the children of the east fought with Moab in the field of Moab, and the battle was 
very fierce between them. 


669. 

19 And Hadad smote all the children of Midian and the children of the east with the edge of the 
sword, and Hadad at that time delivered Moab from the hand of Midian, 

and those that remained of Midian and of the children of the east fled before Hadad and his army, 
and Hadad pursued them to their land, and smote them with a very heavy slaughter, and the slain 
fell in the road. 


670. 

20 And Hadad delivered Moab from the hand of Midian, for all the children of Midian had fallen 
by the edge of the sword, and Hadad turned and went back to his land. 

21 And from that day forth, the children of Midian hated the children of Moab, because they had 
fallen in battle for their sake, and there was a great and mighty enmity between them all the days. 

671. 

22 And all that were found of Midian in the road of the land of Moab perished by the sword of 
Moab, and all that were found of Moab in the road of the land of Midian, perished by the sword of 
Midian; thus did Midian unto Moab and Moab unto Midian for many days. 

672. 

23 And it came to pass at that time that Judah the son of Jacob died in Egypt, in the eighty-sixth 
year of Jacob's going down to Egypt, 

and Judah was a hundred and twenty-nine years old at his death, and they embalmed him and put 
him into a coffin, and he was given into the hands of his children. 

673. 

24 And in the eighty-ninth year died Naphtali, he was a hundred and thirty-two years old, and he 
was put into a coffin and given into the hands of his children. 

674. 

25 And it came to pass in the ninety-first year of the Israelites going down to Egypt, that is in the 
thirtieth year of the reign of Zepho the son of Eliphaz, the son of Esau, over the children of 
Chittim, the children of Africa came upon the children of Chittim to plunder them as usual, but they 
had not come upon them for these thirteen years. 
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675. 

26 And they came to them in that year, and Zepho the son of Eliphaz went out to them with some 
of his men and smote them desperately, and the troops of Africa fled from before Zepho and the 
slain fell before him, and Zepho and his men pursued them, going on and smiting them until they 
were near unto Africa. 

27 And Angeas king of Africa heard the thing which Zepho had done, and it vexed him 
exceedingly, and Angeas was afraid of Zepho all the days. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY FIVE 
Divisions 676-695 


676. 


JASHER 63 


1 And in the ninety-third year died Levi, the son of Jacob, in Egypt, and Levi was a hundred and 
thirty-seven years old when he died, and they put him into a coffin and he was given into the hands 
of his children. 


677. 

2 And it came to pass after the death of Levi, when all Egypt saw that the sons of Jacob the 
brethren of Joseph were dead, all the Egyptians began to afflict the children of Jacob, and to 
embitter their lives from that day unto the day of their going forth from Egypt, and they took from 
their hands all the vineyards and fields which Joseph had given unto them, and all the elegant 
houses in which the people of Israel lived, and all the fat of Egypt, the Egyptians took all from the 
sons of Jacob in those days. 

3 And the hand of all Egypt became more grievous in those days against the children of Israel, and 
the Egyptians injured the Israelites until the children of Israel were wearied of their lives on 
account of the Egyptians. 


678. 

4 And it came to pass in those days, in the hundred and second year of Israel's going down to 
Egypt, that Pharaoh king of Egypt died, and Melol his son reigned in his stead, and all the mighty 
men of Egypt and all that generation which knew Joseph and his brethren died in those days. 

679. 

5 And another generation rose up in their stead, which had not known the sons of Jacob and all the 
good which they had done to them, and all their might in Egypt. 

6 Therefore all Egypt began from that day forth to embitter the lives of the sons of Jacob, and to 
afflict them with all manner of hard labor, because they had not known their ancestors who had 
delivered them in the days of the famine. 


680. 

7 And this was also from the Lord, for the children of Israel, to benefit them in their latter days, in 
order that all the children of Israel might know the Lord their God. 

8 And in order to know the signs and mighty wonders which the Lord would do in Egypt on 
account of his people Israel, in order that the children of Israel might fear the Lord God of their 
ancestors, and walk in all his ways, they and their seed after them all the days. 

681. 

9 Melol was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned ninety-four years, and all 
Egypt called his name Pharaoh after the name of his father, as it was their custom to do to every 
king who reigned over them in Egypt. 

10 At that time all the troops of Angeas king of [Ethiopian] Africa went forth to spread along the 
land of Chittim as usual for plunder. 
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682. 

11 And Zepho the son of Eliphaz the son of Esau heard their report, and he went forth to meet them 
with his army, and he fought them there in the road. 

12 And Zepho smote the troops of the king of Africa with the edge of the sword, and left none 
remaining of them, and not even one returned to his master in Africa. 

683. 

13 And Angeas heard of this which Zepho the son of Eliphaz had done to all his troops, that he had 
destroyed them, and Angeas assembled all his troops, all the men of the land of Africa, a people 
numerous like the sand by the sea shore. 

14 And Angeas sent to Lucus his brother, saying, Come to me with all thy men and help me to 
smite Zepho and all the children of Chittim who have destroyed my men, 

and Lucus came with his whole army, a very great force, to assist Angeas his brother to fight with 
Zepho and the children of Chittim. 


684. 

15 And Zepho and the children of Chittim heard this thing, and they were greatly afraid and a great 
terror fell upon their hearts. 

16 And Zepho also sent a letter to the land of Edom to Hadad the son of Bedad king of Edom and 
to all the children of Esau, saying, 


685. 

17 1 have heard that Angeas king of Africa is coming to us with his brother for battle against us, 
and we are greatly afraid of him, for his army is very great, particularly as he comes against us with 
his brother and his army likewise. 


686 . 

18 Now therefore come you also up with me and help me, and we will fight together against 
Angeas and his brother Lucus, and you will save us out of their hands, but if not, know ye that we 
shall all die. 


687. 

19 And the children of Esau sent a letter to the children of Chittim and to Zepho their king, saying, 
We cannot fight against Angeas and his people for a covenant of peace has been between us these 
many years, from the days of Bela the first king, and from the days of Joseph the son of Jacob king 
of Egypt, with whom we fought on the other side of Jordan when he buried his father. 

20 And when Zepho heard the words of his brethren the children of Esau he refrained from them, 
and Zepho was greatly afraid of Angeas. 


688 . 

21 And Angeas and Lucus his brother arrayed all their forces, about eight hundred thousand men, 
against the children of Chittim. 

22 And all the children of Chittim said unto Zepho, Pray for us to the God of thy ancestors, 
peradventure he may deliver us from the hand of Angeas and his army, for we have heard that he is 
a great God and that he delivers all who trust in him. 

689. 

23 And Zepho heard their words, and Zepho sought the Lord and he said, 

24 O Lord God of Abraham and Isaac my ancestors, this day I know that thou art a true God, and 
all the gods of the nations are vain and useless. 


690. 

25 Remember now this day unto me thy covenant with Abraham our father, which our ancestors 
related unto us, and do graciously with me this day for the sake of Abraham and Isaac our fathers, 
and save me and the children of Chittim from the hand of the king of Africa who comes against us 
for battle. 


207 



691. 

26 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Zepho, and he had regard for him on account of 
Abraham and Isaac, and the Lord delivered Zepho and the children of Chittim from the hand of 
Angeas and his people. 

27 And Zepho fought Angeas king of Africa and all his people on that day, and the Lord gave all 
the people of Angeas into the hands of the children of Chittim. 

692. 

28 And the battle was severe upon Angeas, and Zepho smote all the men of Angeas and Lucus his 
brother, with the edge of the sword, and there fell from them unto the evening of that day about 
four hundred thousand men. 

29 And when Angeas saw that all his men perished, he sent a letter to all the inhabitants of Africa to 
come to him, to assist him in the battle, and he wrote in the letter, saying, 

All who are found in Africa let them come unto me from ten years old and upward; let them all 
come unto me, and behold if he comes not he shall die, and all that he has, with his whole 
household, the king will take. 


693. 

30 And all the rest of the inhabitants of Africa were terrified at the words of Angeas, and there went 
out of the city about three hundred thousand men and boys, from ten years upward, and they came 
to Angeas. 

31 And at the end of ten days Angeas renewed the battle against Zepho and the children of Chittim, 
and the battle was very great and strong between them. 

694. 

32 And from the army of Angeas and Lucus, Zepho sent many of the wounded unto his hand, about 
two thousand men, and Sosiphtar the captain of the host of Angeas fell in that battle. 

33 And when Sosiphtar had fallen, the African troops turned their backs to flee, and they fled, and 
Angeas and Lucus his brother were with them. 


695. 

34 And Zepho and the children of Chittim pursued them, and they smote them still heavily on the 
road, about two hundred men, and they pursued Azdrubal the son of Angeas who had fled with his 
father, and they smote twenty of his men in the road, and Azdrubal escaped from the children of 
Chittim, and they did not slay him. 

35 And Angeas and Lucus his brother fled with the rest of their men, and they escaped and came 
into Africa with terror and consternation, and Angeas feared all the days lest Zepho the son of 
Eliphaz should go to war with him. 


208 



The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY SIX 
Divisions 696-725 


696. 


JASHER 64 


1 And Balaam the son of Beor was at that time with Angeas in the battle, and when he saw that 
Zepho prevailed over Angeas, he fled from there and came to Chittim. 

2 And Zepho and the children of Chittim received him with great honor, for Zepho knew Balaam's 
wisdom, and Zepho gave unto Balaam many gifts and he remained with him. 


697. 

3 And when Zepho had returned from the war, he commanded all the children of Chittim to be 
numbered who had gone into battle with him, and behold not one was missed. 


698. 

4 And Zepho rejoiced at this thing, and he renewed his kingdom, and he made a feast to all his 
subjects. 

5 But Zepho remembered not the Lord and considered not that the Lord had helped him in battle, 
and that he had delivered him and his people from the hand of the king of Africa, but still walked in 
the ways of the children of Chittim and the wicked children of Esau, to serve other gods which his 
brethren the children of Esau had taught him; it is therefore said, From the wicked goes forth 
wickedness. 


699. 

6 And Zepho reigned over all the children of Chittim securely, but knew not the Lord who had 
delivered him and all his people from the hand of the king of Africa; 

and the troops of Africa came no more to Chittim to plunder as usual, for they knew of the power 
of Zepho who had smitten them all at the edge of the sword, 

so Angeas was afraid of Zepho the son of Eliphaz, and of the children of Chittim all the days. 

700. 

7 At that time when Zepho had returned from the war, and when Zepho had seen how he prevailed 
over all the people of Africa and had smitten them in battle at the edge of the sword, then Zepho 
advised with the children of Chittim, to go to Egypt to fight with the sons of Jacob and with 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. 


701. 

8 For Zepho heard that the mighty men of Egypt were dead and that Joseph and his brethren the 
sons at Jacob were dead, and that all their children, the children of Israel, remained in Egypt. 

9 And Zepho considered to go to fight against them and all Egypt, to avenge the cause of his 
brethren the children of Esau, whom Joseph with his brethren and all Egypt had smitten in the land 
of Canaan, when they went up to bury Jacob in Hebron. 

702. 

10 And Zepho sent messengers to Hadad, son of Bedad, king of Edom, and to all his brethren the 
children of Esau, saying, 

11 Did you not say that you would not fight against the king of Africa for he is a member of your 
covenant? behold I fought with him and smote him and all his people. 

703. 

12 Now therefore I have resolved to fight against Egypt and the children of Jacob who are there, 
and I will be revenged of them for what Joseph, his brethren and ancestors did to us in the land of 
Canaan when they went up to bury their father in Hebron. 

13 Now then if you are willing to come to me to assist me in fighting against them and Egypt, then 
shall we avenge the cause of our brethren. 
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704 . 

14 And the children of Esau hearkened to the words of Zepho, and the children of Esau gathered 
themselves together, a very great people, and they went to assist Zepho and the children of Chittim 
in battle. 

15 And Zepho sent to all the children of the east and to all the children of Ishmael with words like 
unto these, and they gathered themselves and came to the assistance of Zepho and the children of 
Chittim in the war upon Egypt. 


705. 

16 And all these kings, the king of Edom and the children of the east, and all the children of 
Ishmael, and Zepho the king of Chittim went forth and arrayed all their hosts in Hebron. 

17 And the camp was very heavy, extending in length a distance of three days' journey, a people 
numerous as the sand upon the sea shore which can not be counted. 

706. 

18 And all these kings and their hosts went down and came against all Egypt in battle, and 
encamped together in the valley of Pathros. 

19 And all Egypt heard their report, and they also gathered themselves together, all the people of 
the land of Egypt, and of all the cities belonging to Egypt, about three hundred thousand men. 

707. 

20 And the men of Egypt sent also to the children of Israel who were in those days in the land of 
Goshen, to come to them in order to go and fight with these kings. 

21 And the men of Israel assembled and were about one hundred and fifty men, and they went into 
battle to assist the Egyptians. 


708. 

22 And the men of Israel and of Egypt went forth, about three hundred thousand men and one 
hundred and fifty men, and they went toward these kings to battle, and they placed themselves 
from without the land of Goshen opposite Pathros. 

23 And the Egyptians believed not in Israel to go with them in their camps together for battle, for 
all the Egyptians said. Perhaps the children of Israel will deliver us into the hand of the children of 
Esau and Ishmael, for they are their brethren. 


709. 

24 And all the Egyptians said unto the children of Israel, Remain you here together in your stand 
and we will go and fight against the children of Esau and Ishmael, and if these kings should prevail 
over us, then come you altogether upon them and assist us, and the children of Israel did so. 

710. 

25 And Zepho the son of Eliphaz the son of Esau king of Chittim, and Hadad the son of Bedad king 
of Edom, and all their camps, and all the children of the east, and children of Ishmael, a people 
numerous as sand, encamped together in the valley of Pathros opposite Tachpanches. 

711. 

26 And Balaam the son of Beor the Syrian was there in the camp of Zepho, for he came with the 
children of Chittim to the battle, and Balaam was a man highly honored in the eyes of Zepho and 
his men. 

27 And Zepho said unto Balaam, Try by divination for us that we may know who will prevail in the 
battle, we or the Egyptians. 


712. 

28 And Balaam rose up and tried the art of divination, and he was skillful in the knowledge of it, 
but he was confused and the work was destroyed in his hand. 

29 And he tried it again but it did not succeed, and Balaam despaired of it and left it and did not 
complete it, for this was from the Lord, in order to cause Zepho and his people to fall into the hand 
of the children of Israel, who had trusted in the Lord, the God of their ancestors, in their war. 


210 



713 . 

30 And Zepho and Hadad put their forces in battle array, and all the Egyptians went alone against 
them, about three hundred thousand men, and not one man of Israel was with them. 

31 And all the Egyptians fought with these kings opposite Pathros and Tachpanches, and the battle 
was severe against the Egyptians. 


714. 

32 And the kings were stronger than the Egyptians in that battle, and about one hundred and eighty 
men of Egypt fell on that day, and about thirty men of the forces of the kings, and all the men of 
Egypt fled from before the kings, so the children of Esau and Ishmael pursued the Egyptians, 
continuing to smite them unto the place where was the camp of the children of Israel. 

715. 

33 And all the Egyptians cried unto the children of Israel, saying, Hasten to us and assist us and 
save us from the hand of Esau, Ishmael and the children of Chittim. 

34 And the hundred and fifty men of the children of Israel ran from their station to the camps of 
these kings, and the children of Israel cried unto the Lord their God to deliver them. 

716. 

35 And the Lord hearkened to Israel, and the Lord gave all the men of the kings into their hand, and 
the children of Israel fought against these kings, and the children of Israel smote about four 
thousand of the kings' men. 

36 And the Lord threw a great consternation in the camp of the kings, so that the fear of the 
children of Israel fell upon them. 


717. 

37 And all the hosts of the kings fled from before the children of Israel and the children of Israel 
pursued them continuing to smite them unto the borders of the land of Cush. 

38 And the children of Israel slew of them in the road yet two thousand men, and of the children of 
Israel not one fell. 


718. 

39 And when the Egyptians saw that the children of Israel had fought with such few men with the 
kings, and that the battle was so very severe against them, 

719. 

40 All the Egyptians were greatly afraid of their lives on account of the strong battle, and all Egypt 
fled, every man hiding himself from the arrayed forces, and they hid themselves in the road, and 
they left the Israelites to fight. 


720. 

41 And the children of Israel inflicted a terrible blow upon the kings' men, and they returned from 
them after they had driven them to the border of the land of Cush. 

42 And all Israel knew the thing which the men of Egypt had done to them, that they had fled from 
them in battle, and had left them to fight alone. 


721. 

43 So the children of Israel also acted with cunning, and as the children of Israel returned from 
battle, they found some of the Egyptians in the road and smote them there. 

44 And whilst they slew them, they said unto them these words: 

722. 

45 Wherefore did you go from us and leave us, being a few people, to fight against these kings who 
had a great people to smite us, that you might thereby deliver your own souls? 

723. 

46 And of some which the Israelites met on the road, they the children of Israel spoke to each other, 
saying, Smite, smite, for he is an Ishmaelite, or an Edomite, or from the children of Chittim, and 
they stood over him and slew him, and they knew that he was an Egyptian. 
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724 . 

47 And the children of Israel did these things cunningly against the Egyptians, because they had 
deserted them in battle and had fled from them. 

48 And the children of Israel slew of the men of Egypt in the road in this manner, about two 
hundred men. 


725. 

49 And all the men of Egypt saw the evil which the children of Israel had done to them, so all 
Egypt feared greatly the children of Israel, for they had seen their great power, and that not one 
man of them had fallen. 

50 So all the children of Israel returned with joy on their road to Goshen, and the rest of Egypt 
returned each man to his place. 


The Second Book of Jcisher 


CHAPTER TWENTY SEVEN 
Divisions 726-750 


726. 


JASHER 65 


1 And it came to pass after these things, that all the counsellors of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and all 
the elders of Egypt assembled and came before the king and bowed down to the ground, and they 
sat before him. 

2 And the counsellors and elders of Egypt spoke unto the king, saying, 


727. 

3 Behold the people of the children of Israel is greater and mightier than we are, and thou knowest 
all the evil which they did to us in the road when we returned from battle. 

4 And thou hast also seen their strong power, for this power is unto them from their fathers, for but 
a few men stood up against a people numerous as the sand, and smote them at the edge of the 
sword, and of themselves not one has fallen, so that if they had been numerous they would then 
have utterly destroyed them. 


728. 

5 Now therefore give us counsel what to do with them, until we gradually destroy them from 
amongst us, lest they become too numerous for us in the land. 

6 For if the children of Israel should increase in the land, they will become an obstacle to us, and if 
any war should happen to take place, they with their great strength will join our enemy against us, 
and fight against us, destroy us from the land and go away from it. 

729. 

7 So the king answered the elders of Egypt and said unto them, This is the plan advised against 
Israel, from which we will not depart, 

8 Behold in the land are Pithom and Rameses, cities unfortified against battle, it behooves you and 
us to build them, and to fortify them. 


730. 

9 Now therefore go you also and act cunningly toward them, and proclaim a voice in Egypt and in 
Goshen at the command of the king, saying, 

10 All ye men of Egypt, Goshen, Pathros and all their inhabitants! 

the king has commanded us to build Pithom and Rameses, and to fortify them for battle; 

731. 

whofso] amongst you of all Egypt, of the children of Israel and of all the inhabitants of the cities, 
are willing to build with us, shall each have his wages given to him daily at the king's order; 
so go you first and do cunningly, and gather yourselves and come to Pithom and Rameses to build. 

11 And whilst you are building, cause a proclamation of this kind to be made throughout Egypt 
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every day at the command of the king. 

732 . 

12 And when some of the children of Israel shall come to build with you, you shall give them their 
wages daily for a few days. 

13 And after they shall have built with you for their daily hire, drag yourselves away from them 
daily one by one in secret, and then you shall rise up and become their task-masters and officers, 
and you shall leave them afterward to build without wages, and should they refuse, then force them 
with all your might to build. 


733. 

14 And if you do this it will be well with us to strengthen our land against the children of Israel, for 
on account of the fatigue of the building and the work, the children of Israel will decrease, because 
you will deprive them from their wives day by day. 

734. 

15 And all the elders of Egypt heard the counsel of the king, and the counsel seemed good in their 
eyes and in the eyes of the servants of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all Egypt, and they did according 
to the word of the king. 


735. 

16 And all the servants went away from the king, and they caused a proclamation to be made in all 
Egypt, in Tachpanches and in Goshen, and in all the cities which surrounded Egypt, saying, 

17 You have seen what the children of Esau and Ishmael did to us, who came to war against us and 
wished to destroy us. 


736. 

18 Now therefore the king commanded us to fortify the land, to build the cities Pithom and 
Raineses, and to fortify them for battle, if they should again come against us. 

19 Whosoever of you from all Egypt and from the children of Israel will come to build with us, he 
shall have his daily wages given by the king, as his command is unto us. 

737. 

20 And when Egypt and all the children of Israel heard all that the servants of Pharaoh had spoken, 
there came from the Egyptians, and the children of Israel to build with the servants of Pharaoh, 
Pithom and Rameses, but none of the children of Levi came with their brethren to build. 

738. 

21 And all the servants of Pharaoh and his princes came at first with deceit to build with all Israel 
as daily hired laborers, and they gave to Israel their daily hire at the beginning. 

739. 

22 And the servants of Pharaoh built with all Israel, and were employed in that work with Israel for 
a month. 

23 And at the end of the month, all the servants of Pharaoh began to withdraw secretly from the 
people of Israel daily. 


740. 

24 And Israel went on with the work at that time, but they then received their daily hire, because 
some of the men of Egypt were yet carrying on the work with Israel at that time; 

therefore the Egyptians gave Israel their hire in those days, in order that they, the Egyptians their 
fellow-workmen, might also take the pay for their labor. 

741. 

25 And at the end of a year and four months all the Egyptians had withdrawn from the children of 
Israel, so that the children of Israel were left alone engaged in the work. 

26 And after all the Egyptians had withdrawn from the children of Israel they returned and became 
oppressors and officers over them, and some of them stood over the children of Israel as task 
masters, to receive from them all that they gave them for the pay of their labor. 
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742. 

27 And the Egyptians did in this manner to the children of Israel day by day, in order to afflict in 
their work. 

28 And all the children of Israel were alone engaged in the labor, and the Egyptians refrained from 
giving any pay to the children of Israel from that time forward. 

743. 

29 And when some of the men of Israel refused to work on account of the wages not being given to 
them, then the exactors and the servants of Pharaoh oppressed them and smote them with heavy 
blows, and made them return by force, to labor with their brethren; thus did all the Egyptians unto 
the children of Israel all the days. 


744. 

30 And all the children of Israel were greatly afraid of the Egyptians in this matter, and all the 
children of Israel returned and worked alone without pay. 

745. 

31 And the children of Israel built Pithom and Rameses, and all the children of Israel did the work, 
some making bricks, and some building, and the children of Israel built and fortified all the land of 
Egypt and its walls, and the children of Israel were engaged in work for many years, until the time 
came when the Lord remembered them and brought them out of Egypt. 

746. 

32 But the children of Levi were not employed in the work with their brethren of Israel, from the 
beginning unto the day of their going forth from Egypt. 

33 For all the children of Levi knew that the Egyptians had spoken all these words with deceit to 
the Israelites, therefore the children of Levi refrained from approaching to the work with their 
brethren. 


747. 

34 And the Egyptians did not direct their attention to make the children of Levi work afterward, 
since they had not been with their brethren at the beginning, therefore the Egyptians left them 
alone. 


748. 

35 And the hands of the men of Egypt were directed with continued severity against the children of 
Israel in that work, and the Egyptians made the children of Israel work with rigor. 

36 And the Egyptians embittered the lives of the children of Israel with hard work, in mortar and 
bricks, and also in all manner of work in the field. 

749. 

37 And the children of Israel called Melol the king of Egypt "Meror, king of Egypt," because in his 
days the Egyptians had embittered their lives with all manner of work. 

750. 

38 And all the work wherein the Egyptians made the children of Israel labor, they exacted with 
rigor, in order to afflict the children of Israel, but the more they afflicted them, the more they 
increased and grew, and the Egyptians were grieved because of the children of Israel. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT 
Divisions 751-770 


751. 


JASHER 66 


1 At that time died Hadad the son of Bedad king of Edom, and Samlah from Mesrekah, from the 
country of the children of the east, reigned in his place. 

2 In the thirteenth year of the reign of Pharaoh king of Egypt, which was the hundred 
and twenty-fifth year of the Israelites going down into Egypt, Samlah had reigned over Edom 
eighteen years. 


752. 

3 And when he reigned, he drew forth his hosts to go and fight against Zepho the son of Eliphaz 
and the children of Chittim, because they had made war against Angeas king of Africa, and they 
destroyed his whole army. 

4 But he did not engage with him, for the children of Esau prevented him, saying, He was their 
brother, so Samlah listened to the voice of the children of Esau, and turned back with all his forces 
to the land of Edom, and did not proceed to fight against Zepho the son of Eliphaz. 


753. 

5 And Pharaoh king of Egypt heard this thing, saying, Samlah king of Edom has resolved to fight 
the children of Chittim, and afterward he will come to fight against Egypt. 


754. 

6 And when the Egyptians heard this matter, they increased the labor upon the children of Israel, 
lest the Israelites should do unto them as they did unto them in their war with the children of Esau 
in the days of Hadad. 


755. 

7 So the Egyptians said unto the children of Israel, Hasten and do your work, and finish your task, 
and strengthen the land, lest the children of Esau your brethren should come to fight against us, for 
on your account will they come against us. 


756. 

8 And the children of Israel did the work of the men of Egypt day by day, and the Egyptians 
afflicted the children of Israel in order to lessen them in the land.. 

9 But as the Egyptians increased the labor upon the children of Israel, so did the children of Israel 
increase and multiply, and all Egypt was filled with the children of Israel. 

757. 

10 And in the hundred and twenty-fifth year of Israel's going down into Egypt, all the Egyptians 
saw that their counsel did not succeed against Israel, but that they increased and grew, and the land 
of Egypt and the land of Goshen were filled with the children of Israel. 

11 So all the elders of Egypt and its wise men came before the king and bowed down to him and sat 
before him. 


758. 

12 And all the elders of Egypt and the wise men thereof said unto the king, May the king live 
forever; thou didst counsel us the counsel against the children of Israel, and we did unto them 
according to the word of the king. 

13 But in proportion to the increase of the labor so do they increase and grow in the land, and 
behold the whole country is filled with them. 


759. 

14 Now therefore our lord and king, the eyes of all Egypt are upon thee to give them advice with 
thy wisdom, by which they may prevail over Israel to destroy them, or to diminish them from the 
land; and the king answered them saying, Give you counsel in this matter that we may know what 
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to do unto them. 


760 . 

15 And an officer, one of the king's counsellors, whose name was Job, from Mesopotamia, in the 
land of Uz, answered the king, saying, 

16 If it please the king, let him hear the counsel of his servant; 
and the king said unto him, Speak. 


761. 

17 And Job spoke before the king, the princes, and before all the elders of Egypt, saying, 

18 Behold the counsel of the king which he advised formerly respecting the labor of the children of 
Israel is very good, and you must not remove from them that labor forever. 

762. 

19 But this is the advice counselled by which you may lessen them, if it seems good to the king to 
afflict them. 

20 Behold we have feared war for a long time, and we said, When Israel becomes fruitful in the 
land, they will drive us from the land if a war should take place. 

763. 

21 If it please the king, let a royal decree go forth, and let it be written in the laws of Egypt which 
shall not be revoked, that every male child born to the Israelites, his blood shall be spilled upon the 
ground. 


764. 

22 And by your doing this, when all the male children of Israel shall have died, the evil of their 
wars will cease; 

let the king do so and send for all the Hebrew midwives and order them in this matter to execute it; 
so the thing pleased the king and the princes, and the king did according to the word of Job. 

765. 

23 And the king sent for the Hebrew midwives to be called, of which the name of one was 
Shephrah, and the name of the other Puah. 

24 And the midwives came before the king, and stood in his presence. 

766. 

25 And the king said unto them, When you do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and 
see them upon the stools, if it be a son, then you shall kill him, but if it be a daughter, then she shall 
live. 

26 But if you will not do this thing, then will I burn you up and all your houses with fire. 

767. 

27 But the midwives feared God and did not hearken to the king of Egypt nor to his words, and 
when the Hebrew women brought forth to the midwife son or daughter, then did the midwife do all 
that was necessary to the child and let it live; thus did the midwives all the days. 

768. 

28 And this thing was told to the king, and he sent and called for the midwives and he said to them, 
Why have you done this thing and have saved the children alive? 

769. 

29 And the midwives answered and spoke together before the king, saying, 

30 Let not the king think that the Hebrew women are as the Egyptian women, 

for all the children of Israel are hale, and before the midwife comes to them they are delivered, 

and as for us thy handmaids, for many days no Hebrew woman has brought forth upon us, for all 
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the Hebrew women are their own midwives, because they are hale, [healthy] 

770. 

31 And Pharaoh heard their words and believed them in this matter, and the midwives went away 
from the king, and God dealt well with them, and the people multiplied and waxed exceedingly. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER TWENTY NINE 
Divisions 771-800 


JASHER 67:1 - 67:40 


111 . 

1 There was a man in the land of Egypt of the seed of Levi, whose name was Amram, the son of 
Kehath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel. 

2 And this man went and took a wife, namely Jochebed the daughter of Levi his father's sister, and 
she was one hundred and twenty-six years old, and he came unto her. 


772. 

3 And the woman conceived and bare a daughter, and she called her name Miriam, because in those 
days the Egyptians had embittered the lives of the children of Israel. 

4 And she conceived again and bare a son and she called his name Aaron, for in the days of her 
conception, Pharaoh began to spill the blood of the male children of Israel. 

773. 

5 In those days died Zepho the son of Eliphaz, son of Esau, king of Chittim, and Janeas reigned in 
his stead. 

6 And the time that Zepho reigned over the children of Chittim was fifty years, and he died and was 
buried in the city of Nabna in the land of Chittim. 

774. 

7 And Janeas, one of the mighty men of the children of Chittim, reigned after him and he reigned 
fifty years. 


775. 

8 And it was after the death of the king of Chittim that Balaam the son of Beor fled from the land 
of Chittim, and he went and came to Egypt to Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

9 And Pharaoh received him with great honor, for he had heard of his wisdom, and he gave him 
presents and made him for a counsellor, and aggrandized him. 

776. 

10 And Balaam dwelt in Egypt, in honor with all the nobles of the king, and the nobles exalted him, 
because they all coveted to learn his wisdom. 


777. 

11 And in the hundred and thirtieth year of Israel's going down to Egypt, Pharaoh dreamed that he 
was sitting upon his kingly throne, and lifted up his eyes and saw an old man standing before him, 

778. 

and there were scales in the hands of the old man, such scales as are used by merchants. 

12 And the old man took the scales and hung them before Pharaoh. 

779. 

13 And the old man took all the elders of Egypt and all its nobles and great men, and he tied them 
together and put them in one scale. 

14 And he took a milk kid and put it into the other scale, and the kid preponderated over all. 
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780 . 

15 And Pharaoh was astonished at this dreadful vision, why the kid should preponderate over all, 
and Pharaoh awoke and behold it was a dream. 


781. 

16 And Pharaoh rose up early in the morning and called all his servants and related to them the 
dream, and the men were greatly afraid. 

17 And the king said to all his wise men, Interpret I pray you the dream which I dreamed, that I 
may know it. 


782. 

18 And Balaam the son of Beor answered the king and said unto him, This means nothing else but a 
great evil that will spring up against Egypt in the latter days. 

19 For a son will be born to Israel who will destroy all Egypt and its inhabitants, and bring forth the 
Israelites from Egypt with a mighty hand. 


783. 

20 Now therefore, O king, take counsel upon this matter, that you may destroy the hope of the 
children of Israel and their expectation, before this evil arise against Egypt. 

784. 

21 And the king said unto Balaam, And what shall we do unto Israel? surely after a certain manner 
did we at first counsel against them and could not prevail over them. 

22 Now therefore give you [now] also advice against them by which we may prevail over them. 

785. 

23 And Balaam answered the king, saying, Send now and call thy two counsellors, and we will see 
what their advice is upon this matter and afterward thy servant will speak.. 

24 And the king sent and called his two counsellors Reuel [Jethro] the Midianite and Job the Uzite, 
and they came and sat before the king. 


786. 

25 And the king said to them, Behold you have both heard the dream which I have dreamed, and 
the interpretation thereof; 

now therefore give counsel and know and see what is to be done to the children of Israel, whereby 
we may prevail over them, before their evil shall spring up against us. 

787. 

26 And Reuel the Midianite answered the king and said, May the king live, may the king live 
forever. 

27 If it seem good to the king, let him desist from the Hebrews and leave them, and let him not 
stretch forth his hand against them. 


788. 

28 For these are they whom the Lord chose in days of old, and took as the lot of his inheritance 
from amongst all the nations of the earth and the kings of the earth; 

and who is there that stretched his hand against them with impunity, of whom their God was not 
avenged? 


789. 

29 Surely thou knowest that when Abraham went down to Egypt, Pharaoh, the former king of 
Egypt, saw Sarah his wife, and took her for a wife, because Abraham said, She is my sister, for he 
was afraid, lest the men of Egypt should slay him on account of his wife. 

790. 

30 And when the king of Egypt had taken Sarah then God smote him and his household with heavy 
plagues, until he restored unto Abraham his wife Sarah, then was he healed. 


218 



791 . 

31 And Abimelech the Gerarite, king of the Philistines, God punished on account of Sarah wife of 
Abraham, in stopping up every womb from man to beast. 


792. 

32 When their God came to Abimelech in the dream of night and terrified him in order that he 
might restore to Abraham Sarah whom he had taken, 

and afterward all the people of Gerar were punished on account of Sarah, and Abraham prayed to 
his God for them, and he was entreated of him, and he healed them. 

793. 

33 And Abimelech feared all this evil that came upon him and his people, and he returned to 
Abraham his wife Sarah, and gave him with her many gifts. 

794. 

34 He did so also to Isaac when he had driven him from Gerar, and God had done wonderful things 
to him, that all the water courses of Gerar were dried up, and their productive trees did not bring 
forth. 


795. 

35 Until Abimelech of Gerar, and Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Pichol the captain of his host, 
went to him and they bent and bowed down before him to the ground. 

36 And they requested of him to supplicate for them, and he prayed to the Lord for them, and the 
Lord was entreated of him and he healed them. 


796. 

37 Jacob also, the plain man, was delivered through his integrity from the hand of his brother Esau, 
and the hand of Laban the Syrian his mother's brother, who had sought his life; 
likewise from the hand of all the kings of Canaan who had come together against him and his 
children to destroy them, 


797. 

and the Lord delivered them out of their hands, that they turned upon them and smote them, for 
who had ever stretched forth his hand against them with impunity? 

798. 

38 Surely Pharaoh the former, thy father's [grand] father, raised Joseph the son of Jacob above all 
the princes of the land of Egypt, when he saw his wisdom, for through his wisdom he rescued all 
the inhabitants of the land from the famine. 


799. 

39 After which he ordered Jacob and his children to come down to Egypt, in order that through 
their virtue, the land of Egypt and the land of Goshen might be delivered from the famine. 

800. 

40 Now therefore if it seem good in thine eyes, cease from destroying the children of Israel, but if it 
be not thy will that they shall dwell in Egypt, send them forth from here, that they may go to the 
land of Canaan, the land where their ancestors sojourned. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY 

Divisions 801-820 


801. 


JASHER 67:41 - 67:61 


41 And when Pharaoh heard die words of Jethro he was very angry with him, so that he rose with 
shame from the king's presence, and went to Midian, his land, and took Joseph's stick with him. 


802. 

42 And the king said to Job the Uzite, What sayest thou Job, and what is thy advice respecting the 
Hebrews? 


803. 

43 So Job said to the king, Behold all the inhabitants of the land are in thy power, let the king do as 
it seems good in his eyes. 


804. 

44 And the king said unto Balaam, What dost thou say, Balaam, speak thy word that we may hear 
it. 


805. 

45 And Balaam said to the king, Of all that the king has counselled against the Hebrews will they 
be delivered, and the king will not be able to prevail over them with any counsel. 

806. 

46 For if thou thinkest to lessen them by the flaming fire, thou canst not prevail over them, for 
surely their God delivered Abraham their father from Ur of the Chaldeans; 

and if thou thinkest to destroy them with a sword, surely Isaac their father was delivered from it, 
and a ram was placed in his stead. 


807. 

47 And if with hard and rigorous labor thou thinkest to lessen them, thou wilt not prevail even in 
this, for their father Jacob served Laban in all manner of hard work, and prospered. 

808. 

48 Now therefore, O King, hear my words, for this is the counsel which is counselled against them, 
by which thou wilt prevail over them, and from which thou shouldst not depart. 

809. 

49 If it please the king let him order all their children which shall be born from this day forward, to 
be thrown into the water, for by this canst thou wipe away their name, for none of them, nor of their 
fathers, were tried in this manner. 


810. 

50 And the king heard the words of Balaam, and the thing pleased the king and the princes, and the 
king did according to the word of Balaam. 


811. 

51 And the king ordered a proclamation to be issued and a law to be made throughout the land of 
Egypt, saying, Every male child born to the Hebrews from this day forward shall be thrown into the 
water. 


812. 

52 And Pharaoh called unto all his servants, saying, Go now and seek throughout the land of 
Goshen where the children of Israel are, and see that every son bom to the Hebrews shall be cast 
into the river, but every daughter you shall let live. 
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813 . 

53 And when the children of Israel heard this thing which Pharaoh had commanded, to cast their 
male children into the river, some of the people separated from their wives and others adhered to 
them. 


814. 

54 And from that day forward, when the time of delivery arrived to those women of Israel who had 
remained with their husbands, they went to the field to bring forth there, and they brought forth in 
the field, and left their children upon the field and returned home. 

815. 

55 And the Lord who had sworn to their ancestors to multiply them, sent one of his ministering 
angels which are in heaven to wash each child in water, to anoint and swathe it, and to put into its 
hands two smooth stones from one of which it sucked milk and from the other honey, 

and he caused its hair to grow to its knees, by which it might cover itself; to comfort it and to 
cleave to it, through his compassion for it. 


816. 

56 And when God had compassion over them and had desired to multiply them upon the face of the 
land, he ordered his earth to receive them to be preserved therein till the time of their growing up, 

after which the earth opened its mouth and vomited them forth and they sprouted forth from the 
city like the herb of the earth, and the grass of the forest, and they returned each to his family and 
to his father's house, and they remained with them. 

817. 

57 And the babes of the children of Israel were upon the earth like the herb of the field, through 
God's grace to them. 


818. 

58 And when all the Egyptians saw this thing, they went forth, each to his field with his yoke of 
oxen and his ploughshare, and they ploughed it up as one ploughs the earth at seed time. 

59 And when they ploughed they were unable to hurt the infants of the children of Israel, so the 
people increased and waxed exceedingly. 


819. 

60 And Pharaoh ordered his officers daily to go to Goshen to seek for the babes of the children of 
Israel. 


820. 

61 And when they had sought and found one, they took it from its mother's bosom by force, and 
threw it into the river, but the female child they left with its mother; thus did the Egyptians do to 
the Israelites all the days. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY ONE 
Divisions 821-850 


821. 


JASHER 68-69 


1 And it was at that time the spirit of God was upon Miriam the daughter of Amram the sister of 
Aaron, and she went forth and prophesied about the house, saying. Behold a son will be born unto 
us from my father and mother this time, and he will save Israel from the hands of Egypt. 


822. 

2 And when Amram heard the words of his daughter, he went and took his wife back to the house, 
after he had driven her away at the time when Pharaoh ordered every male child of the house of 
Jacob to be thrown into the water. 


823. 

3 So Amram took Jochebed his wife, three years after he had driven her away, and he came to her 
and she conceived. 

4 And at the end of [nine] months from her conception she brought forth a son, and the whole 
house was filled with great light as of the light of the sun and moon at the time of their shining. 

5 And when the woman saw the child that it was good and pleasing to the sight, she hid it for three 
months in an inner room. 


824. 

6 In those days the Egyptians conspired to destroy all the Hebrews there. 

7 And the Egyptian women went to Goshen where the children of Israel were, and they earned 
their young ones upon their shoulders, their babes who could not yet speak. 

825. 

8 And in those days, when the women of the children of Israel brought forth, each woman had 
hidden her son from before the Egyptians, 

that the Egyptians might not know of their bringing forth, and might not destroy them from the 
land. 


826. 

9 And the Egyptian women came to Goshen and their children who could not speak were upon 
their shoulders, 

and when an Egyptian woman came into the house of a Hebrew woman her babe began to cry. 

10 And when it cried, the child that was in the inner room answered it, 
so the Egyptian women went and told it at the house of Pharaoh. 

827. 

11 And Pharaoh sent his officers to take the children and slay them; thus did the Egyptians to the 
Hebrew women all the days. 


828. 

12 And it was at that time, about three months from Jochebed's concealment of her son, that the 
thing was known in Pharaoh's house. 

13 And the woman hastened to take away her son before the officers came, and she took for him an 
ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein, and she laid it 
in the flags by the river's brink. 


829. 

14 And his sister Miriam stood afar off to know what would be done to him, and what would 
become of her words. 
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830 . 

15 And God sent forth at that time a terrible heat in the land of Egypt, which burned up the flesh of 
man like the sun in his circuit, and it greatly oppressed the Egyptians. 

16 And all the Egyptians went down to bathe in the river, on account of the consuming heat which 
burned up their flesh. 


831. 

17 And Bathia, the daughter of Pharaoh, went also to bathe in the river, owing to the consuming 
heat, and her maidens walked at the river side, and all the women of Egypt as well. 

832. 

18 And Bathia lifted up her eyes to the river, and she saw the ark upon the water, and sent her maid 
to fetch it. 

19 And she opened it and saw the child, and behold the babe wept, and she had compassion on him, 
and she said, This is one of the Elebrew children. 

833. 

20 And all the women of Egypt walking on the river side desired to give him suck, but he would 
not suck, for this thing was from the Lord, in order to restore him to his mother's breast. 

834. 

21 And Miriam his sister was at that time amongst the Egyptian women at the river side, and she 
saw this thing and she said to Pharaoh's daughter, 

Shall I go and fetch a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? 

835. 

22 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go, and the young woman went and called the child's 
mother. 


836. 

23 And Pharaoh's daughter said to Jochebed, Take this child away and suckle it for me, and I will 
pay thee thy wages, two bits of silver daily; and the woman took the child and nursed it. 

837. 

24 And at the end of two years, when the child grew up, she brought him to the daughter of 
Pharaoh, and he was unto her as a son, and she called his name Moses, 

for she said, Because I drew him out of the water. 

838. 

25 And Amram his father called his name Chabar, 

for he said. It was for him that he associated with his wife whom he had turned away. 

839. 

26 And Jochebed his mother called his name Jekuthiel, 

Because, she said, I have hoped for him to the Almighty, and God restored him unto me. 

840. 

27 And Miriam his sister called him Jered, 

for she descended after him to the river to know what his end would be. 

841. 

28 And Aaron his brother called his name Abi Zanuch, 

saying, My father left my mother and returned to her on his account. 

842. 

29 And Kehath the father of Amram called his name Abigdor, 

because on his account did God repair the breach of the house of Jacob, that they could no longer 
throw their male children into the water. 
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843 . 


30 And their nurse called him Abi Socho, 

saying, In his tabernacle was he hidden for three months, on account of the children of Ham. 

844. 

31 And all Israel called his name Shemaiah, son of Nethanel, 

for they said, In his days has God heard their cries and rescued them from their oppressors. 

845. 

32 And Moses was in Pharaoh's house, and was unto Bathia, Pharaoh's daughter, as a son, and 
Moses grew up amongst the king's children. 


JASHER 69 


846. 

1 And the king of Edom died in those days, in the eighteenth year of his reign, and was buried in 
his temple which he had built for himself as his royal residence in the land of Edom. 

2 And the children of Esau sent to Pethor, which is upon the river, and they fetched from there a 
young man of beautiful eyes and comely aspect, whose name was Saul, and they made him king 
over them in the place of Samlah. 


847. 

3 And Saul reigned over all the children of Esau in the land of Edom for forty years. 

4 And when Pharaoh king of Egypt saw that the counsel which Balaam had advised respecting the 
children of Israel did not succeed, but that still they were fruitful, multiplied and increased 
throughout the land of Egypt, 


848. 

5 Then Pharaoh commanded in those days that a proclamation should be issued throughout Egypt 
to the children of Israel, saying, 

No man shall diminish any thing of his daily labor. 

6 And the man who shall be found deficient in his labor which he performs daily, whether in mortar 
or in bricks, then his youngest son shall be put in their place. 

849. 

7 And the labor of Egypt [strengthened] upon the children of Israel in those days, 

and behold if one brick was deficient in any man's daily labor, the Egyptians took his youngest boy 
by force from his mother, and put him into the building in the place of the brick which his father 
had left wanting. 


850. 

8 And the men of Egypt did so to all the children of Israel day by day, all the days for a long period. 

9 But the tribe of Levi did not at that time work with the Israelites their brethren, from the 
beginning, for the children of Levi knew the cunning of the Egyptians which they exercised at first 
toward the Israelites. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY TWO 
Divisions 851-885 


851. 

1 And in the third year from the birth of Moses, Pharaoh was sitting at a banquet, 
when Al-paranith the queen was sitting at his right and Bathia at his left, 
and the lad Moses was lying upon her bosom, 


JASHER 70 


and Balaam the son of Beor with his two sons, 

and all the princes of the kingdom were sitting at table in the king's presence. 


852. 

2 And the lad stretched forth his hand upon the king's head, 

and took the crown from the king's head and placed it on his own head. 


3 And when the king and princes saw the work which the boy had done, the king and princes were 
terrified, and one man to his neighbor expressed astonishment. 

853. 

4 And the king said unto the princes who were before him at table, 

What speak you and what say you, O ye princes, in this matter, 

and what is to be the judgment against the boy on account of this act? 

854. 

5 And Balaam the son of Beor the magician answered before the king and princes, and he said, 
Remember now, O my lord and king, the dream which thou didst dream many days since, and that 
which thy servant interpreted unto thee. 


855. 

6 Now therefore this is a child from the Hebrew children, in whom is the spirit of God, and let not 
my lord the king imagine that this youngster did this thing without knowledge. 

856. 

7 For he is a Hebrew boy, and wisdom and understanding are with him, although he is yet a child, 
and with wisdom has he done this and chosen unto himself the kingdom of Egypt. 

857. 

8 For this is the manner of all the Hebrews to deceive kings and their nobles, to do all these things 
cunningly, in order to make the kings of the earth and their men tremble. 

858. 

9 Surely thou knowest that Abraham their father acted thus, who deceived the army of Nimrod king 
of Babel, and Abimelech king of Gerar, and that he possessed himself of the land of the children of 
Heth and all the kingdoms of Canaan. 

10 And that he descended into Egypt and said of Sarah his wife, she is my sister, in order to 
mislead Egypt and her king. 


859. 

11 His son Isaac also did so when he went to Gerar and dwelt there, and his strength prevailed over 
the army of Abimelech king of the Philistines. 

12 He also thought of making the kingdom of the Philistines stumble, in saying that Rebecca his 
wife was his sister. 
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860 . 

13 Jacob also dealt treacherously with his brother, and took from his hand his birthright and his 
blessing. 


861. 

14 He went then to Padan-aram to the house of Laban his mother's brother, and cunningly obtained 
from him his daughter, his cattle, and all belonging to him, and fled away and returned to the land 
of Canaan to his father. 


862. 

15 His sons sold their brother Joseph, who went down into Egypt and became a slave, and was 
placed in the prison house for twelve years. 


863. 

16 Until the former Pharaoh dreamed dreams, and withdrew him from the prison house, and 
magnified him above all the princes in Egypt on account of his interpreting his dreams to him. 

864. 

17 And when God caused a famine throughout the land he sent for and brought his father and all 
his brothers, and the whole of his father's household, and supported them without price or reward, 
and bought the Egyptians for slaves. 


865. 

18 Now therefore my lord king behold this child has risen up in their stead in Egypt, to do 
according to their deeds and to trifle with every king, prince and judge. 

866 . 

19 If it please the king, let us now spill his blood upon the ground, lest he grow up and take away 
the government from thy hand, and the hope of Egypt perish after he shall have reigned. 

867. 

20 And Balaam said to the king, Let us moreover call for all the judges of Egypt and the wise men 
thereof, and let us know if the judgment of death is due to this boy as thou didst say, and then we 
will slay him. 


868 . 

21 And Pharaoh sent and called for all the wise men of Egypt and they came before the king, and 
an angel of the Lord came amongst them, and he was like one of the wise men of Egypt. 

869. 

22 And the king said to the wise men, Surely you have heard what this Hebrew boy who is in the 
house has done, and thus has Balaam judged in the matter. 

23 Now judge you also and see what is due to the boy for the act he has committed. 

870. 

24 And the angel, who seemed like one of the wise men of Pharaoh, answered and said as follows, 
before all the wise men of Egypt and before the king and the princes: 

25 If it please the king let the king send for men who shall bring before him an onyx stone and a 
coal of fire, and place them before the child, 


871. 

and if the child shall stretch forth his hand and take the onyx stone, then shall we know that with 
wisdom has the youth done all that he has done, and we must slay him. 

26 But if he stretch forth his hand upon the coal, then shall we know that it was not with knowledge 
that he did this thing, and he shall live. 

872. 

27 And the thing seemed good in the eyes of the king and the princes, so the king did according to 
the word of the angel of the Lord. 

28 And the king ordered the onyx stone and coal to be brought and placed before Moses. 
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873 . 

29 And they placed the boy before them, and the lad endeavored to stretch forth his hand to the 
onyx stone, but the angel of the Lord took his hand and placed it upon the coal, and the coal 
became extinguished in his hand, and he lifted it up and put it into his mouth, and burned part of 
his lips and part of his tongue, and he became heavy in mouth and tongue. 

30 And when the king and princes saw this, they knew that Moses had not acted with [knowledge] 
in taking off the crown from the king's head. 


874. 

31 So the king and princes refrained from slaying the child, so Moses remained in Pharaoh's house, 
growing up, and the Lord was with him. 

32 And whilst the boy was in the king's house, he was robed in purple and he grew amongst the 
children of the king. 


875. 

33 And when Moses grew up in the king's house, Bathia the daughter of Pharaoh considered him as 
a son, and all the household of Pharaoh honored him, and all the men of Egypt were afraid of him. 

34 And he daily went forth and came into the land of Goshen, where his brethren the children of 
Israel were, and Moses saw them daily in shortness of breath and hard labor. 

876. 

35 And Moses asked them, saying, Wherefore is this labor meted out unto you day by day? 

36 And they told him all that had befallen them, and all the injunctions which Pharaoh had put 
upon them before his birth. 

37 And they told him all the counsels which Balaam the son of Beor had counselled against them, 
and what he had also counselled against him in order to slay him when he had taken the king's 
crown from off his head. 


877. 

38 And when Moses heard these things his anger was kindled against Balaam, and he sought to kill 
him, and he was in ambush for him day by day. 

39 And Balaam was afraid of Moses, and he and his two sons rose up and went forth from Egypt, 
and they fled and delivered their souls and betook themselves to the land of Cush to Kikianus, king 
of Cush. 


878. 

40 And Moses was in the king's house going out and coming in, the Lord gave him favor in the 
eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants, and in the eyes of all the people of Egypt, and 
they loved Moses exceedingly. 

41 And the day arrived when Moses went to Goshen to see his brethren, that he saw the children of 
Israel in their burdens and hard labor, and Moses was grieved on their account. 

879. 

42 And Moses returned to Egypt and came to the house of Pharaoh, and came before the king, and 
Moses bowed down before the king. 

43 And Moses said unto Pharaoh, I pray thee my lord, I have come to seek a small request from 
thee, turn not away my face empty; and Pharaoh said unto him, Speak. 

880. 

44 And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Let there be given unto thy servants the children of Israel who 
are in Goshen, one day to rest therein from their labor. 

881. 

45 And the king answered Moses and said, 

Behold I have lifted up thy face in this thing to grant thy request. 

882. 

46 And Pharaoh ordered a proclamation to be issued throughout Egypt and Goshen, saying, 

47 To you, all the children of Israel, thus says the king, 
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883 . 


for six days you shall do your work and labor, 

but on the seventh day you shall rest, and shall not preform any work, 

thus shall you do all the days, as the king and Moses the son of Bathia have commanded. 

884. 

48 And Moses rejoiced at this thing which the king had granted to him, and all the children of 
Israel did as Moses ordered them. 

49 For this thing was from the Lord to the children of Israel, for the Lord had begun to remember 
the children of Israel to save them for the sake of their fathers. 

885. 

50 And the Lord was with Moses and his fame went throughout Egypt. 

51 And Moses became great in the eyes of all the Egyptians, and in the eyes of all the children of 
Israel, seeking good for his people Israel and speaking words of peace regarding them to the king. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY THREE 
Divisions 886-920 


JASHER 71-72 


886 . 

1 And when Moses was eighteen years old, he desired to see his father and mother and he went to 
them to Goshen, and when Moses had come near Goshen, he came to the place where the children 
of Israel were engaged in work, and he observed their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian smiting one 
of his Hebrew brethren. 


887. 

2 And when the man who was beaten saw Moses he ran to him for help, for the man Moses was 
greatly respected in the house of Pharaoh, and he said to him, 

My lord attend to me, this Egyptian came to my house in the night, bound me, and came to my wife 
in my presence, and now he seeks to take my life away. 

888 . 

3 And when Moses heard this wicked thing, his anger was kindled against the Egyptian, and he 
turned this way and the other, and when he saw there was no man there he smote the Egyptian and 
hid him in the sand, and delivered the Hebrew from the hand of him that smote him. 

4 And the Hebrew went to his house, and Moses returned to his home, and went forth and came 
back to the king's house. 


889. 

5 And when the man had returned home, he thought of repudiating his wife, for it was not right in 
the house of Jacob, for any man to come to his wife after she had been defiled. 

6 And the woman went and told her brothers, and the woman's brothers sought to slay him, and he 
fled to his house and escaped. 


890. 

7 And on the second day Moses went forth to his brethren, and saw, and behold two men were 
quarreling, and he said to the wicked one, Why dost thou smite thy neighbor? 

8 And he answered him and said to him, Who has set thee for a prince and judge over us? dost thou 
think to slay me as thou didst slay the Egyptian? 

891. 

and Moses was afraid and he said. Surely the thing is known? 

9 And Pharaoh heard of this affair, and he ordered Moses to be slain, so God sent his angel, and he 
appeared unto Pharaoh in the likeness of a captain of the guard. 
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892. 

10 And the angel of the Lord took the sword from the hand of the captain of the guard, and took his 
head off with it, for the likeness of the captain of the guard was turned into the likeness of Moses. 

11 And the angel of the Lord took hold of the right hand of Moses, and brought him forth from 
Egypt, and placed him from without the borders of Egypt, a distance of forty days' journey. 

893. 

12 And Aaron his brother alone remained in the land of Egypt, and he prophesied to the children of 
Israel, saying, 

13 Thus says the Lord God of your ancestors, Throw away, each man, the abominations of his eyes, 
and do not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt. 

894. 

14 And the children of Israel rebelled and would not hearken to Aaron at that time. 

15 And the Lord thought to destroy them, were it not that the Lord remembered the covenant which 
he had made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 


895. 

16 In those days the hand of Pharaoh continued to be severe against the children of Israel, and he 
crushed and oppressed them until the time when God sent forth his word and took notice of them. 


JASHER 72 


896. 

1 And it was in those days that there was a great war between the children of Cush and the [Midian 
allied] children of the east [of Edom] and Aram, [not the father of Moses] 
and they rebelled against the king of Cush [Sheba] in whose hands they were. 


897. 

2 So Kikianus king of Cush went forth with all the children of Cush, a people numerous as the 
sand, and he went to fight against Aram and the children of the east, to bring them under 
subjection. 

3 And when Kikianus went out, he left Balaam the magician, with his two sons, to guard the city, 
and the lowest sort of the people of the land. 


898. 

4 So Kikianus went forth to Aram and the children of the east , and he fought against them and 
smote them, and they all fell down wounded before Kikianus and his people. 

5 And he took many of them captives and he brought them under subjection as at first, and he 
encamped upon their land to take tribute from them as usual. 

899. 

6 And Balaam the son of Beor, when the king of Cush had left him to guard the city and the poor of 
the city, he rose up and advised with the people of the land to rebel against king Kikianus, to not let 
him enter the city when he should come home. 


900. 

7 And the people of the land hearkened to him, and they swore to him and made him king over 
them, and his two sons for captains of the army. 

8 So they rose up and raised the walls of the city at the two corners, and they built an exceeding 
strong building. 


901. 

9 And at the third comer they dug ditches without number, between the city and the river which 
surrounded the whole land of Cush, and they made the waters of the river burst forth there. 

902. 

10 At the fourth comer they collected numerous serpents by their incantations and enchantments, 
and they fortified the city and dwelt therein, and no one went out or in before them. 
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903. 

11 And Kikianus fought against Aram and the children of the east and he subdued them as before, 
and they gave him their usual tribute, and he went and returned to his land. 

904. 

12 And when Kikianus the king of Cush approached his city and all the captains of the forces with 
him, they lifted up their eyes and saw that the walls of the city were built up and greatly elevated, 
so the men were astonished at this. 

13 And they said one to the other, It is because they saw that we were delayed, in battle, and were 
greatly afraid of us, therefore have they done this thing and raised the city walls and fortified them 
so that the kings of Canaan might not come in battle against them. 

905. 

14 So the king and the troops approached the city door and they looked up and behold, all the gates 
of the city were closed, and they called out to the sentinels, saying, Open unto us, that we may 
enter the city. 

15 But the sentinels refused to open to them by the order of Balaam the magician, their king, [and] 
they suffered them not to enter their city. 


906. 

16 So they raised a battle with them opposite the city gate, and one hundred and thirty men of the 
army [of] Kikianus fell on that day. 

17 And on the next day they continued to fight and they fought at the side of the river; they 
endeavored to pass but were not able, so some of them sank in the pits and died. 

907. 

18 So the king ordered them to cut down trees to make rafts, upon which they might pass to them, 
and they did so. 

19 And when they came to the place of the ditches, the waters revolved by mills, and two hundred 
men upon ten rafts were drowned. 


908. 

20 And on the third day they came to fight at the side where the serpents were, but they could not 
approach there, for the serpents slew of them one hundred and seventy men, and they ceased 
fighting against Cush, and they besieged Cush for nine years, no person came out or in. 

909. 

21 At that time that the war and the siege were against Cush, Moses fled from Egypt from Pharaoh 
who sought to kill him for having slain the Egyptian. 

910. 

22 And Moses was eighteen years old when he fled from Egypt from the presence of Pharaoh, and 
he fled and escaped to the camp of Kikianus, which at that time was besieging Cush. 

911. 

23 And Moses was nine years in the camp of Kikianus king of Cush, all the time that they were 
besieging Cush, and Moses went out and came in with them. 

24 And the king and princes and all the fighting men loved Moses, for he was great and worthy, his 
stature was like a noble lion, his face was like the sun, and his strength was like that of a lion, and 
he was counsellor to the king. 


912. 

25 And at the end of nine years, Kikianus was seized with a mortal disease, and his illness 
prevailed over him, and he died on the seventh day. 

26 So his servants embalmed him and carried him and buried him opposite the city gate to the 
north of the land of Egypt. 
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913. 

27 And they built over him an elegant strong and high building, and they placed great stones below. 

28 And the king's scribes engraved upon those stones all the might of their king Kikianus, and all 
his battles which he had fought, behold they are written there at this day. 

914. 

29 Now after the death of Kikianus king of Cush it grieved his men and troops greatly on account 
of the war. 

30 So they said one to the other, Give us counsel what we are to do at this time, as we have resided 
in the wilderness nine years away from our homes. 

915. 

31 If we say we will fight against the city many of us will fall wounded or killed, and if we remain 
here in the siege we shall also die. 

32 For now all the kings of Aram and of the children of the east will hear that our king is dead, and 
they will attack us suddenly in a hostile manner, and they will fight against us and leave no remnant 
of us. 


916. 

33 Now therefore let us go and make a king over us, and let us remain in the siege until the city is 
delivered up to us. 

34 And they wished to choose on that day a man for king from the army of Kikianus, and they 
found no object of their choice like Moses to reign over them. 

917. 

35 And they hastened and stripped off each man his garments and cast them upon the ground, and 
they made a great heap and placed Moses thereon. 

36 And they rose up and blew with trumpets and called out before him, and said, May the king live, 
may the king live! 


918. 

37 And all the people and nobles swore unto him to give him for a wife Adoniah the queen, the 
Cushite, wife of Kikianus, and they made Moses king over them on that day. 

38 And all the people of Cush issued a proclamation on that day, saying, Every man must give 
something to Moses of what is in his possession. 

919. 

39 And they spread out a sheet upon the heap, and every man cast into it something of what he had, 
one a gold earring and the other a coin. 

40 Also of onyx stones, bdellium, pearls and marble did the children of Cush cast unto Moses upon 
the heap, also silver and gold in great abundance. 

920. 

41 And Moses took all the silver and gold, all the vessels, and the bdellium and onyx stones, which 
all the children of Cush had given to him, and he placed them amongst his treasures. 

42 And Moses reigned over the children of Cush on that day, in the place of Kikianus king of Cush. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY FOUR 
Divisions 921-945 


921. 


JASHER 73 


1 In the fifty-fifth year of the reign of Pharaoh king of Egypt, that is in the hundred and fifty- 
seventh year of the Israelites going down into Egypt, reigned Moses in Cush. 

2 Moses was twenty-seven years old when he began to reign over Cush, and forty years did he 
reign. 


922. 

3 And the Lord granted Moses favor and grace in the eyes of all the children of Cush, and the 
children of Cush loved him exceedingly, so Moses was favored by the Lord and by men. 

4 And in the seventh day of his reign, all the children of Cush assembled and came before Moses 
and bowed down to him to the ground. 


923. 

5 And all the children spoke together in the presence of the king, saying, Give us counsel that we 
may see what is to be done to this city. 

6 For it is now nine years that we have been besieging round about the city, and have not seen our 
children and our wives. 


924. 

7 So the king answered them, saying, If you will hearken to my voice in all that I shall command 
you, then will the Lord give the city into our hands and we shall subdue it. 

8 For if we fight with them as in the former battle which we had with them before the death of 
Kikianus, many of us will fall down wounded as before. 

925. 

9 Now therefore behold here is counsel for you in this matter; if you will hearken to my voice, then 
will the city be delivered into our hands. 

10 So all the forces answered the king, saying, All that our lord shall command that will we do. 

926. 

11 And Moses said unto them, Pass through and proclaim a voice in the whole camp unto all the 
people, saying, 

12 Thus says the king, Go into the forest and bring with you of the young ones of the stork, each 
man a young one in his hand. 


927. 

13 And any person transgressing the word of the king, who shall not bring his young one, he shall 
die, and the king will take all belonging to him. 

14 And when you shall bring them they shall be in your keeping, you shall rear them until they 
grow up, and you shall teach them to dart upon, as is the way of the young ones of the hawk. 

928. 

15 So all the children of Cush heard the words of Moses, and they rose up and caused a 
proclamation to be issued throughout the camp, saying, 

16 Unto you, all the children of Cush, the king's order is, 

929. 

that you go all together to the forest, and catch there the young storks each man his young one in 
his hand, and you shall bring them home. 

17 And any person violating the order of the king shall die, and the king will take all that belongs to 
him. 
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930 . 

18 And all the people did so, and they went out to the wood and they climbed the fir trees and 
caught, each man a young one in his hand, all the young of the storks, and they brought them into 
the desert and reared them by order of the king, and they taught them to dart upon, similar to the 
young hawks. 

19 And after the young storks were reared, the king ordered them to be hungered for three days, 
and all the people did so. 


931. 

20 And on the third day, the king said unto them, strengthen yourselves and become valiant men, 
and put on each man his armor and gird on his sword upon him, and ride each man his horse and 
take each his young stork in his hand. 

21 And we will rise up and fight against the city at the place where the serpents are; and all the 
people did as the king had ordered. 


932. 

22 And they took each man his young one in his hand, and they went away, and when they came to 
the place of the serpents the king said to them, Send forth each man his young stork upon the 
serpents. 

23 And they sent forth each man his young stork at the king's order, and the young storks ran upon 
the serpents and they devoured them all and destroyed them out of that place. 

933. 

24 And when the king and people had seen that all the serpents were destroyed in that place, all the 
people set up a great shout. 

25 And they approached and fought against the city and took it and subdued it, and they entered the 
city. 


934. 

26 And there died on that day one thousand and one hundred men of the people of the city, all that 
inhabited the city, but of the people besieging not one died. 

27 So all the children of Cush went each to his home, to his wife and children and to all belonging 
to him. 


935. 

28 And Balaam the magician, when he saw that the city was taken, he opened the gate and he and 
his two sons and eight brothers fled and returned to Egypt to Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

29 They are the sorcerers and magicians who are mentioned in the book of the law, standing against 
Moses when the Lord brought the plagues upon Egypt. 

936. 

30 So Moses took the city by his wisdom, and the children of Cush placed him on the throne 
instead of Kikianus king of Cush. 

31 And they placed the royal crown upon his head, and they gave him for a wife Adoniah the 
Cushite queen, wife of Kikianus. 


937. 

32 And Moses feared the Lord God of his fathers, so that he came not to her, nor did he turn his 
eyes to her. 

33 For Moses remembered how Abraham had made his servant Eliezer swear, saying unto him, 
'Thou shalt not take a woman from the daughters of Canaan for my son Isaac', 

938. 

34 [and] also what Isaac did when Jacob had fled from his brother, when he commanded him, 
saying, Thou shalt not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan, nor make alliance with any of the 
children of Ham. 

35 For the Lord our God gave Ham the son of Noah, and his children and all his seed, as slaves to 
the children of Shem and to the children of Japheth, and unto their seed after them for slaves, 
forever. 
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939. 

36 Therefore Moses turned not his heart nor his eyes to the wife of Kikianus all the days that he 
reigned over Cush. 

37 And Moses feared the Lord his God all his life, and Moses walked before the Lord in truth, with 
all his heart and soul, he turned not from the right way all the days of his life; he declined not from 
the way either to the right or to the left, in which Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had walked. 

940. 

38 And Moses strengthened himself in the kingdom of the children of Cush, and he guided the 
children of Cush with his usual wisdom, and Moses prospered in his kingdom. 

39 And at that time Aram and the children of the east heard that Kikianus king of Cush had died, so 
Aram and the children of the east rebelled against Cush in those days. 

941. 

40 And Moses gathered all the children of Cush, a people very mighty, about thirty thousand men, 
and he went forth to fight with Aram and the children of the east. 

41 And they went at first to the children of the east, and when the children of the east heard their 
report, they went to meet them, and engaged in battle with them. 

942. 

42 And the war was severe against the children of the east, so the Lord gave all the children of the 
east into the hand of Moses, and about three hundred men fell down slain. 

43 And all the children of the east turned back and retreated, so Moses and the children of Cush 
followed them and subdued them, and put a tax upon them, as was their custom. 

943. 

44 So Moses and all the people with him passed from there to the land of Aram for battle. 

45 And the people of Aram also went to meet them, and they fought against them, and the Lord 
delivered them into the hand of Moses, and many of the men of Aram fell down wounded. 

944. 

46 And Aram also were subdued by Moses and the people of Cush, and also gave their usual tax. 

47 And Moses brought Aram and the children of the east under subjection to the children of Cush, 
and Moses and all the people who were with him, turned to the land of Cush. 

945. 

48 And Moses strengthened himself in the kingdom of the children of Cush, and the Lord was with 
him, and all the children of Cush were afraid of him. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY FIVE 
Divisions 946-970 


946. 


JASHER 74-75 


1 In the end of years died Saul king of Edom, and Baal Chanan the son of Achbor reigned in his 
place. 

2 In the sixteenth year of the reign of Moses over Cush, Baal Chanan the son of Achbor reigned in 
the land of Edom over all the children of Edom for thirty-eight years. 


947. 

3 In his days Moab rebelled against the power of Edom, having been under Edom since the days of 
Hadad the son of Bedad, who smote them and Midian, and brought Moab under subjection to 
Edom. 

4 And when Baal Chanan the son of Achbor reigned over Edom, all the children of Moab withdrew 
their allegiance from Edom. 


948. 

5 And Angeas king of Africa died in those days, and Azdrubal his son reigned in his stead. 

6 And in those days died Janeas king of the children of Chittim, and they buried him in his temple 
which he had built for himself in the plain of Canopia for a residence, and Latinus reigned in his 
stead. 


949. 

7 In the twenty-second year of the reign of Moses over the children of Cush, Latinus reigned over 
the children of Chittim forty-five years. 

8 And he also built for himself a great and mighty tower, and he built therein an elegant temple for 
his residence, to conduct his government, as was the custom. 

950. 

9 In the third year of his reign he caused a proclamation to be made to all his skilful men, who 
made many ships for him. 

951. 

10 And Latinus assembled all his forces, and they came in ships, and went therein to fight with 
Azdrubal son of Angeas king of Africa, and they came to Africa and engaged in battle with 
Azdrubal and his army. 


952. 

11 And Latinus prevailed over Azdrubal, and Latinus took from Azdrubal the aqueduct which his 
father had brought from the children of Chittim, when he took Janiah the daughter of Uzi for a 
wife, so Latinus overthrew the bridge of the aqueduct, and smote the whole army of Azdrubal a 
severe blow. 


953. 

12 And the remaining strong men of Azdrubal strengthened themselves, and their hearts were filled 
with envy, and they courted death, and again engaged in battle with Latinus king of Chittim. 

13 And the battle was severe upon all the men of Africa, and they all fell wounded before Latinus 
and his people, and Azdrubal the king also fell in that battle. 

954. 

14 And the king Azdrubal had a very beautiful daughter, whose name was Ushpezena, and all the 
men of Africa embroidered her likeness on their garments, on account of her great beauty and 
comely appearance. 
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955 . 

15 And the men of Latinus saw Ushpezena, the daughter of Azdrubal, and praised her unto Latinus 
their king. 

16 And Latinus ordered her to be brought to him, and Latinus took Ushpezena for a wife, and he 
turned back on his way to Chittim. 


956. 

17 And it was after the death of Azdrubal son of Angeas, when Latinus had turned back to his land 
from the battle, that all the inhabitants of Africa rose up and took Anibal the son of Angeas, the 
younger brother of Azdrubal, and made him king instead at his brother over the whole land at 
Africa. 


957. 

18 And when he reigned, he resolved to go to Chittim to fight with the children of Chittim, to 
avenge the cause of Azdrubal his brother, and the cause of the inhabitants of Africa, and he did so. 

19 And he made many ships, and he came therein with his whole army, and he went to Chittim. 

958. 

20 So Anibal fought with the children of Chittim, and the children of Chittim fell wounded before 
Anibal and his army, and Anibal avenged his brother's cause. 

959. 

21 And Anibal continued the war for eighteen years with the children of Chittim, and Anibal dwelt 
in the land of Chittim and encamped there for a long time. 

960. 

22 And Anibal smote the children of Chittim very severely, and he slew their great men and 
princes, and of the rest of the people he smote about eighty thousand men. 

23 And at the end of days and years, Anibal returned to his land of Africa, and he reigned securely 
in the place of Azdrubal his brother. 


JASHER 75 


961. 

1 At that time, in the hundred and eightieth year of the Israelites going down into Egypt, there went 
forth from Egypt valiant men, thirty thousand on foot, from the children of Israel, who were all of 
the tribe of Joseph, of the children of Ephraim the son of Joseph. 

2 For they said the period was completed which the Lord had appointed to the children of Israel in 
the times of old, which he had spoken to Abraham. 


962. 

3 And these men girded themselves, and they put each man his sword at his side, and every man his 
armor upon him, and they trusted to their strength, and they went out together from Egypt with a 
mighty hand. 

4 But they brought no provision for the road, only silver and gold, not even bread for that day did 
they bring in their hands, for they thought of getting their provision for pay from the Philistines, 
and if not they would take it by force. 


963. 

5 And these men were very mighty and valiant men, one man could pursue a thousand and two 
could rout ten thousand, so they trusted to their strength and went together as they were. 

6 And they directed their course toward the land of Gath, and they went down and found the 
shepherds of Gath feeding the cattle of the children of Gath. 

7 And they said to the shepherds, Give us some of the sheep for pay, that we may eat, for we are 
hungry, for we have eaten no bread this day. 

964. 

8 And the shepherds said, Are they our sheep or cattle that we should give them to you even for 
pay? so the children of Ephraim approached to take them by force. 

9 And the shepherds of Gath shouted over them that their cry was heard at a distance, so all the 
children of Gath went out to them. 
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965. 

10 And when the children of Gath saw the evil doings of the children of Ephraim, they returned and 
assembled the men of Gath, and they put on each man his armor, and came forth to the children of 
Ephraim for battle. 

11 And they engaged with them in the valley of Gath, and the battle was severe, and they smote 
from each other a great many on that day. 


966. 

12 And on the second day the children of Gath sent to all the cities of the Philistines that they 
should come to their help, saying, 

13 Come up unto us and help us, that we may smite the children of Ephraim who have come forth 
from Egypt to take our cattle, and to fight against us without cause. 

967. 

14 Now the souls of the children of Ephraim were exhausted with hunger and thirst, for they had 
eaten no bread for three days. 

And forty thousand men went forth from the cities of the Philistines to the assistance of the men of 
Gath. 

15 And these men were engaged in battle with the children of Ephraim, and the Lord delivered the 
children of Ephraim into the hands of the Philistines. 

16 And they smote all the children of Ephraim, all who had gone forth from Egypt, none were 
remaining but ten men who had run away from the engagement. 

968. 

17 For this evil was from the Lord against the children of Ephraim, for they transgressed the word 
of the Lord in going forth from Egypt, before the period had arrived which the Lord in the days of 
old had appointed to Israel. 

18 And of the Philistines also there fell a great many, about twenty thousand men, and their 
brethren carried them and buried them in their cities. 

969. 

19 And the slain of the children of Ephraim remained forsaken in the valley of Gath for many days 
and years, and were not brought to burial, and the valley was filled with men's bones. 

20 And the men who had escaped from the battle came to Egypt, and told all the children of Israel 
all that had befallen them. 


970. 

21 And their father Ephraim mourned over them for many days, and his brethren came to console 
him. 

22 And he came unto his wife and she bare a son, and he called his name Beriah, for she was 
unfortunate in his house. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY SIX 
Divisions 971-990 


971. 


JASHER 76:1 - 76:24 


1 And Moses the son of Ainram was still king in the land of Cush in those days, and he prospered 
in his kingdom, and he conducted the government of the children of Cush in justice, in 
righteousness, and integrity. 


972. 

2 And all the children of Cush loved Moses all the days that he reigned over them, and all the 
inhabitants of the land of Cush were greatly afraid of him. 

973. 

3 And in the fortieth year of the reign of Moses over Cush, Moses was sitting on the royal throne 
whilst Adoniah the queen was before him, and all the nobles were sitting around him. 

974. 

4 And Adoniah the queen said before the king and the princes, 

What is this thing which you, the children of Cush, have done for this long time? 

975. 

5 Surely you know that for forty years that this man has reigned over Cush he has not approached 
me, nor has he served the gods of the children of Cush. 

976. 

6 Now therefore hear, O ye children of Cush, and let this man no more reign over you as he is not 
of our flesh. 


977. 

7 Behold Menacrus my son is grown up, let him reign over you, for it is better for you to serve the 
son of your lord, than to serve a stranger, slave of the king of Egypt.. 

978. 

8 And all the people and nobles of the children of Cush heard the words which Adoniah the queen 
had spoken in their ears. 

9 And all the people were preparing until the evening, and in the morning they rose up early and 
made Menacrus, son of Kikianus, king over them. 

979. 

10 And all the children of Cush were afraid to stretch forth their hand against Moses, for the Lord 
was with Moses, and the children of Cush remembered the oath which they swore unto Moses, 
therefore they did no harm to him. 

11 But the children of Cush gave many presents to Moses, and sent him from them with great 
honor. 


980. 

12 So Moses went forth from the land of Cush, and went home and ceased to reign over Cush, and 
Moses was sixty-six years old when he went out of the land of Cush, for the thing was from the 
Lord, for the period had arrived which he had appointed in the days of old, to bring forth Israel 
from the affliction of the children of Ham. 


981. 

13 So Moses went to Midian, for he was afraid to return to Egypt on account of Pharaoh, and he 
went and sat at a well of water in Midian. 
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982. 

14 And the seven daughters of Reuel the Midianite went out to feed their father's flock. 

15 And they came to the well and drew water to water their father's flock. [Jethro is Reuel] 

983. 

16 So the shepherds of Midian came and drove them away, and Moses rose up and helped them and 
watered the flock. 

17 And they came home to their father Reuel, and told him what Moses did for them. 

984. 

18 And they said, An Egyptian man has delivered us from the hands of the shepherds, he drew up 
water for us and watered the flock. 


985. 

19 And Reuel said to his daughters, And where is he? wherefore have you left the man? 

986. 

20 And Reuel sent for him and fetched him and brought him home, and he ate bread with him. 

987. 

21 And Moses related to Reuel that he had fled from Egypt and that he reigned forty years over 
Cush, and that they afterward had taken the government from him, and had sent him away in peace 
with honor and with presents. 


988. 

22 And when Reuel had heard the words of Moses, Reuel said within himself, I will put this man 
into the prison house, whereby I shall conciliate the children of Cush, for he has fled from them. 

989. 

23 And they took and put him into the prison house, and Moses was in prison ten years, and whilst 
Moses was in the prison house, Zipporah the daughter of Reuel took pity over him, and supported 
him with bread and water all the time. 


990. 

76:24 And all the children of Israel were yet in the land of Egypt serving the Egyptians in all 
manner of hard work, and the hand of Egypt continued in severity over the children of Israel in 
those days. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY SEVEN 
Divisions 991-1015 


991. 


JASHER 76:25 - 76:62 


76:25 At that time the Lord smote Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he afflicted with the plague of 
leprosy from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head; owing to the cruel treatment of the 
children of Israel was this plague at that time from the Lord upon Pharaoh king of Egypt. 


992. 

26 For the Lord had hearkened to the prayer of his people the children of Israel, and their cry 
reached him on account of their hard work. 

27 Still his anger did not turn from them, and the hand of Pharaoh was still stretched out against the 
children of Israel, and Pharaoh hardened his neck before the Lord, and he increased his yoke over 
the children of Israel, and embittered their lives with all manner of hard work. 


993. 

28 And when the Lord had inflicted the plague upon Pharaoh king of Egypt, he asked his wise men 
and sorcerers to cure him. 

29 And his wise men and sorcerers said unto him, that if the blood of little children were put into 
the wounds he would be healed. 


994. 

30 And Pharaoh hearkened to them, and sent his ministers to Goshen to the children of Israel to 
take their little children. 

31 And Pharaoh's ministers went and took the infants of the children of Israel from the bosoms of 
their mothers by force, and they brought them to Pharaoh daily, a child each day, and the physicians 
killed them and applied them to the plague; thus did they all the days. 

995. 

32 And the number of the children which Pharaoh slew was three hundred and seventy-five. 

33 But the Lord hearkened not to the physicians of the king of Egypt, and the plague went on 
increasing mightily. 


996. 

34 And Pharaoh was ten years afflicted with that plague, still the heart of Pharaoh was more 
hardened against the children of Israel. 


997. 

35 And at the end of ten years the Lord continued to afflict Pharaoh with destructive plagues. 

36 And the Lord smote him with a bad tumor and sickness at the stomach, and that plague turned to 
a severe boil. 


998. 

37 At that time the two ministers of Pharaoh came from the land of Goshen where all the children 
of Israel were, and went to the house of Pharaoh and said to him, 

We have seen the children of Israel slacken in their work and negligent in their labor. 

999. 

38 And when Pharaoh heard the words of his ministers, his anger was kindled against the children 
of Israel exceedingly, for he was greatly grieved at his bodily pain. 

39 And he answered and said, 


1000 . 

Now that the children of Israel know that I am ill, they turn and scoff at us, 

now therefore harness my chariot for me, and I will betake myself to Goshen and will see the scoff 
of the children of Israel with which they are deriding me; 
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1001. 


so his servants harnessed the chariot for him. 

40 And they took and made him ride upon a horse, for he was not able to ride of himself; 

41 And he took with him ten horsemen and ten footmen, and went to the children of Israel to 
Goshen. 


1002 . 

42 And when they had come to the border of Egypt, the king's horse passed into a narrow place, 
elevated in the hollow part of the vineyard, fenced on both sides, the low, plain country being on 
the other side. 


1003. 

43 And the horses ran rapidly in that place and pressed each other, and the other horses pressed the 
king's horse. 

44 And the king's horse fell into the low plain whilst the king was riding upon it, 

and when he fell the chariot turned over the king's face and the horse lay upon the king, and the 
king cried out, for his flesh was very sore. 


1004. 

45 And the flesh of the king was torn from him, and his bones were broken and he could not ride, 
for this thing was from the Lord to him, for the Lord had heard the cries of his people the children 
of Israel and their affliction. 


1005. 

46 And his servants carried him upon their shoulders, a little at a time, and they brought him back 
to Egypt, and the horsemen who were with him came also back to Egypt. 

47 And they placed him in his bed, 


1006. 

and the king knew that his end was come to die, so Aparanith the queen his wife came and cried 
before the king, and the king wept a great weeping with her. 

48 And all his nobles and servants came on that day and saw the king in that affliction, and wept a 
great weeping with him. 


1007. 

49 And the princes of the king and all his counselors advised the king to cause one to reign in his 
stead in the land, whomsoever he should choose from his sons. 

1008. 

50 And the king had three sons and two daughters which Aparanith the queen his wife had borne to 
him, besides the king's children of concubines. 


1009. 

51 And these were their names, the firstborn Othri, the second Adikam, and the third Morion, 
and their sisters, the name of the elder Bathia and of the other Acuzi. 

1010 . 

52 And Othri the first bom of the king was an idiot, precipitate and hurried in his words. 

53 But Adikam was a cunning and wise man and knowing in all the wisdom of Egypt, but of 
unseemly aspect, thick in flesh, and very short in stature; his height was one cubit. 

1010 . 

54 And when the king saw Adikam his son intelligent and wise in all things, the king resolved that 
he should be king in his stead after his death. 

1011 . 

55 And he took for him a wife Gedudah daughter of Abilot, and he was ten [twenty] years old, and 
she bare unto him four sons. 

56 And he afterward went and took three wives and begat eight sons and three daughters. 
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1012 . 

57 And the disorder greatly prevailed over the king, and his flesh stank like the flesh of a carcass 
cast upon the field in summer time, during the heat of the sun. 

1013. 

58 And when the king saw that his sickness had greatly strengthened itself over him, he ordered his 
son Adikam to be brought to him, and they made him king over the land in his place. 

1014. 

59 And at the end of three years, the king died, in shame, disgrace, and disgust, and his servants 
carried him and buried him in the sepulcher of the kings of Egypt in Zoan Mizraim. 

60 But they embalmed him not as was usual with kings, for his flesh was putrid, and they could not 
approach to embalm him on account of the stench, so they buried him in haste. 

1015. 

61 For this evil was from the Lord to him, for the Lord had requited him evil for the evil which in 
his days he had done to Israel. 

62 And he died with terror and with shame, and his son Adikam reigned in his place. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY EIGHT 
Divisions 1016-1050 


1016. 


JASHER 77-78 


1 Adikam was twenty years old when he reigned over Egypt, he reigned four years. 

2 In the two hundred and sixth year of Israel's going down to Egypt did Adikam reign over Egypt, 
but he continued not so long in his reign over Egypt as his fathers had continued their reigns. 


1017. 

3 For Melol his father reigned ninety-four years in Egypt, but he was ten years sick and died, for he 
had been wicked before the Lord. 

4 And all the Egyptians called the name of Adikam Pharaoh like the name of his fathers, as was 
their custom to do in Egypt. 


1018. 

5 And all the wise men of Pharaoh called the name of Adikam Ahuz, for short is called Ahuz in the 
Egyptian language. 

6 And Adikam was exceedingly ugly, and he was a cubit and a span and he had a great beard which 
reached to the soles of his feet. 


1019. 

7 And Pharaoh sat upon his father's throne to reign over Egypt, and he conducted the government 
of Egypt in his wisdom. 

8 And whilst he reigned he exceeded his father and all the preceding kings in wickedness, and he 
increased his yoke over the children of Israel. 


1020 . 

9 And he went with his servants to Goshen to the children of Israel, and he strengthened the labor 
over them and he said unto them, 

Complete your work, each day's task, and let not your hands slacken from our work from this day 
forward as you did in the days of my father. 


1021 . 

10 And he placed officers over them from amongst the children of Israel, and over these officers he 
placed taskmasters from amongst his servants. 

11 And he placed over them a measure of bricks for them to do according to that number, day by 
day, and he turned back and went to Egypt. 
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1022 . 

12 At that time the task-masters of Pharaoh ordered the officers of the children of Israel according 
to the command of Pharaoh, saying, 

13 Thus says Pharaoh, Do your work each day, and finish your task, and observe the daily measure 
of bricks; diminish not anything. 


1023. 

14 And it shall come to pass that if you are deficient in your daily bricks, I will put your young 
children in their stead. 

15 And the task-masters of Egypt did so in those days as Pharaoh had ordered them. 

1024. 

16 And whenever any deficiency was found in the children of Israel's measure of their daily bricks, 
the task-masters of Pharaoh would go to the wives of the children of Israel and take infants of the 
children of Israel to the number of bricks deficient, they would take them by force from their 
mother's laps, and put them in the building instead of the bricks; 

17 Whilst their fathers and mothers were crying over them and weeping when they heard the 
weeping voices of their infants in the wall of the building. 

1025. 

18 And the task-masters prevailed over Israel, that the Israelites should place their children in the 
building, so that a man placed his son in the wall and put mortar over him, whilst his eyes wept 
over him, and his tears ran down upon his child. 

1026. 

19 And the task-masters of Egypt did so to the babes of Israel for many days, and no one pitied or 
had compassion over the babes of the children of Israel. 

1027. 

20 And the number of all the children killed in the building was two hundred and seventy, some 
whom they had built upon instead of the bricks which had been left deficient by their fathers, and 
some whom they had drawn out dead from the building. 

21 And the labor imposed upon the children of Israel in the days of Adikam exceeded in hardship 
that which they performed in the days of his father. 

1028. 

22 And the children of Israel sighed every day on account of their heavy work, for they had said to 
themselves, Behold when Pharaoh shall die, his son will rise up and lighten our work! 

23 But they increased the latter work more than the former, and the children of Israel sighed at this 
and their cry ascended to God on account of their labor. 

1029. 

24 And God heard the voice of the children of Israel and their cry, in those days, and God 
remembered to them his covenant which he had made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

25 And God saw the burden of the children of Israel, and their heavy work in those days, and he 
determined to deliver them. 


1030. 

26 And Moses the son of Amram was still confined in the dungeon in those days, in the house of 
Reuel the Midianite, and Zipporah the daughter of Reuel did support him with food secretly day by 
day. 

27 And Moses was confined in the dungeon in the house of Reuel for ten years. 

1031. 

28 And at the end of ten years which was the first year of the reign of Pharaoh over Egypt, in the 
place of his father, 

29 Zipporah said to her father Reuel, No person inquires or seeks after the Hebrew man, whom 
thou didst bind in prison now ten years. 
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30 Now therefore, if it seem good in thy sight, let us send and see whether he is living or dead, but 
her father knew not that she had supported him. 

31 And Reuel her father answered and said to her, Has ever such a thing happened that a man 
should be shut up in a prison without food for ten years, and that he should live? 

1032. 

32 And Zipporah answered her father, saying, Surely thou hast heard that the God of the Hebrews 
is great and awful, and does wonders for them at all times. 

33 He it was who delivered Abraham from Ur of the Chaldeans, and Isaac from the sword of his 
father, and Jacob from the angel of the Lord who wrestled with him at the ford of Jabbuk. 

34 Also with this man has he done many things, he delivered him from the river in Egypt and from 
the sword of Pharaoh, and from the children of Cush, so also can he deliver him from famine and 
make him live. 


1033. 

35 And the thing seemed good in the sight of Reuel, and he did according to the word of his 
daughter, and sent to the dungeon to ascertain what became of Moses. 

36 And he saw, and behold the man Moses was living in the dungeon, standing upon his feet, 
praising and praying to the God of his ancestors. 

37 And Reuel commanded Moses to be brought out of the dungeon, so they shaved him and he 
changed his prison garments and ate bread. 


1034. 

38 And afterward Moses went into the garden of Reuel which was behind the house, and he there 
prayed to the Lord his God, who had done mighty wonders for him. 

39 And it was that whilst he prayed he looked opposite to him, and behold a sapphire stick was 
placed in the ground, which was planted in the midst of the garden. 

1035. 

40 And he approached the stick and he looked, and behold the name of the Lord God of hosts was 
engraved thereon, written and developed upon the stick. 

41 And he read it and stretched forth his hand and he plucked it like a forest tree from the thicket, 
and the stick was in his hand. 


1036. 

42 And this is the stick with which all the works of our God were performed, after he had created 
heaven and earth, and all the host of them, seas, rivers and all their fishes. 

43 And when God had driven Adam from the garden of Eden, he took the stick in his hand and 
went and tilled the ground from which he was taken. 

1037. 

44 And the stick came down to Noah and was given to Shem and his descendants, until it came into 
the hand of Abraham the Hebrew. 

45 And when Abraham had given all he had to his son Isaac, he also gave to him this stick. 

1038. 

46 And when Jacob had fled to Padan-aram, he took it into his hand, and when he returned to his 
father he had not left it behind him. 

47 Also when he went down to Egypt he took it into his hand and gave it to Joseph, one portion 
above his brethren, for Jacob had taken it by force from his brother Esau. 

1039. 

48 And after the death of Joseph, the nobles of Egypt came into the house of Joseph, and the stick 
came into the hand of Reuel the Midianite, and when he went out of Egypt, he took it in his hand 
and planted it in his garden. 

49 And all the mighty men of the Kinites tried to pluck it when they endeavored to get Zipporah his 
daughter, but they were unsuccessful. 
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1040 . 

50 So that stick remained planted in the garden of Reuel, until he came who had a right to it and 
took it. 

51 And when Reuel saw the stick in the hand of Moses, he wondered at it, and he gave him his 
daughter Zipporah for a wife. 


JASHER 78 


1041. 

1 At that time died Baal Channan son of Achbor, king of Edom, and was buried in his house in the 
land of Edom. 

2 And after his death the children of Esau sent to the land of Edom, and took from there a man who 
was in Edom, whose name was Hadad, and they made him king over them in the place of Baal 
Channan, their king. 


1042. 

3 And Hadad reigned over the children of Edom forty-eight years. 

4 And when he reigned, he resolved to fight against the children of Moab, to bring them under the 
power of the children of Esau as they were before, 

1043. 

but he was not able, because the children of Moab heard this thing, and they rose up and hastened 
to elect a king over them from amongst their brethren. 

5 And they afteiward gathered together a great people, and sent to the children of Ammon their 
brethren for help to fight against Hadad king of Edom. 

1044. 

6 And Hadad heard the thing which the children of Moab had done, and was greatly afraid of them, 
and refrained from fighting against them. 


1045. 

7 In those days Moses, the son of Amram, in Midian, took Zipporah, the daughter of Reuel the 
Midianite, for a wife. 

8 And Zipporah walked in the ways of the daughters of Jacob, she was nothing short of the 
righteousness of Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah. 

1046. 

9 And Zipporah conceived and bare a son and he called his name Gershom, for he said, 'I was a 
stranger in a foreign land'; 

but he circumcised not his foreskin, at the command of Reuel his father-in-law. 

10 And she conceived again and bare a son, but circumcised his foreskin, and called his name 
Eliezer, for Moses said, Because the God of my fathers was my help, and delivered me from the 
sword of Pharaoh. 


1047. 

11 And Pharaoh king of Egypt greatly increased the labor of the children of Israel in those days, 
and continued to make his yoke heavier upon the children of Israel. 

12 And he ordered a proclamation to be made in Egypt, saying, 

1048. 

Give no more straw to the people to make bricks with, let them go and gather themselves straw as 
they can find it. 

13 Also the tale of bricks which they shall make let them give each day, and diminish nothing from 
them, for they are idle in their work. 


1049. 

14 And the children of Israel heard this, and they mourned and sighed, and they cried unto the Lord 
on account of the bitterness of their souls. 

15 And the Lord heard the cries of the children of Israel, and saw the oppression with which the 
Egyptians oppressed them. 
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1050 . 

16 And the Lord was jealous of his people and his inheritance, and heard their voice, and he 
resolved to take them out of the affliction of Egypt, to give them the land of Canaan for a 
possession. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER THIRTY NINE 
Divisions 1051-1085 


JASHER 79 


1051. 

1 And in those days Moses was feeding the flock of Reuel the Midianite his father-in-law, beyond 
the wilderness of Sin, and the stick which he took from his father-in-law was in his hand. 

2 And it came to pass one day that a kid of goats strayed from the flock, and Moses pursued it and 
it came to the mountain of God to Horeb. 

3 And when he came to Horeb, the Lord appeared there unto him in the bush, and he found the 
bush burning with fire, but the fire had no power over the bush to consume it. 


1052. 

4 And Moses was greatly astonished at this sight, wherefore the bush was not consumed, and he 
approached to see this mighty thing, and the Lord called unto Moses out of the fire and 
commanded him to go down to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to send the children of Israel from 
his service. 


1053. 

5 And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, return to Egypt, for all those men who sought thy life are 
dead, and thou shalt speak unto Pharaoh to send forth the children of Israel from his land. 

6 And the Lord showed him to do signs and wonders in Egypt before the eyes of Pharaoh and the 
eyes of his subjects, in order that they might believe that the Lord had sent him. 

1054. 

7 And Moses hearkened to all that the Lord had commanded him, and he returned to his father-in- 
law and told him the thing, and Reuel said to him, Go in peace. 

8 And Moses rose up to go to Egypt, and he took his wife and sons with him, and he was at an inn 
in the road, and an angel of God came down, and sought an occasion against him. 

1055. 

9 And he wished to kill him on account of his first bom son, because he had not circumcised him, 
and had transgressed the covenant which the Lord had made with Abraham. 

10 For Moses had hearkened to the words of his father-in-law which he had spoken to him, not to 
circumcise his first bom son, therefore he circumcised him not. 

1056. 

11 And Zipporah saw the angel of the Lord seeking an occasion against Moses, and she knew that 
this thing was owing to his not having circumcised her son Gershom. 

12 And Zipporah hastened and took of the sharp rock stones that were there, and she circumcised 
her son, and delivered her husband and her son from the hand of the angel of the Lord. 

1057. 

13 And Aaron the son of Amram, the brother of Moses, was in Egypt walking at the river side on 
that day. 

14 And the Lord appeared to him in that place, and he said to him, Go now toward Moses in the 
wilderness, and he went and met him in the mountain of God, and he kissed him. 

1058. 

15 And Aaron lifted up his eyes, and saw Zipporah the wife of Moses and her children, and he said 
unto Moses, Who are these unto thee? 

16 And Moses said unto him, They are my wife and sons, which God gave to me in Midian; and the 
thing grieved Aaron on account of the woman and her children. 
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1059 . 

17 And Aaron said to Moses, Send away the woman and her children that they may go to her 
father's house, and Moses hearkened to the words of Aaron, and did so. 

18 And Zipporah returned with her children, and they went to the house of Reuel, and remained 
there until the time arrived when the Lord had visited his people, and brought them forth from 
Egypt from the hand at Pharaoh. 


1060. 

19 And Moses and Aaron came to Egypt to the community of the children of Israel, and they spoke 
to them all the words of the Lord, and the people rejoiced an exceeding great rejoicing. 

20 And Moses and Aaron rose up early on the next day, and they went to the house of Pharaoh, and 
they took in their hands the stick of God. 


1061. 

21 And when they came to the king's gate, two young lions were confined there with iron 
instruments, and no person went out or came in from before them, unless those whom the king 
ordered to come, when the conjurors came and withdrew the lions by their incantations, and this 
brought them to the king. 


1062. 

22 And Moses hastened and lifted up the stick upon the lions, and he loosed them, and Moses and 
Aaron came into the king's house. 

23 The lions also came with them in joy, and they followed them and rejoiced as a dog rejoices 
over his master when he comes from the field. 


1063. 

24 And when Pharaoh saw this thing he was astonished at it, and he was greatly terrified at the 
report, for their appearance was like the appearance of the children of God. 

1064. 

25 And Pharaoh said to Moses, What do you require? 

and they answered him, saying, The Lord God of the Hebrews has sent us to thee, to say, Send 
forth my people that they may serve me. 


1065. 

26 And when Pharaoh heard their words he was greatly terrified before them, and he said to them, 
Go today and come back to me tomorrow, and they did according to the word of the king. 

1066. 

27 And when they had gone Pharaoh sent for Balaam the magician and to Jannes and Jambres his 
sons, and to all the magicians and conjurors and counsellors which belonged to the king, and they 
all came and sat before the king. 


1067. 

28 And the king told them all the words which Moses and his brother Aaron had spoken to him, 
and the magicians said to the king, But how came the men to thee, on account of the lions which 
were confined at the gate? 


1068. 

29 And the king said, Because they lifted up their rod against the lions and loosed them, and came 
to me, and the lions also rejoiced at them as a dog rejoices to meet his master. 

1069. 

30 And Balaam the son of Beor the magician answered the king, saying, These are none else than 
magicians like ourselves. 

31 Now therefore send for them, and let them come and we will try them, and the king did so. 


247 



1070. 

32 And in the morning Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron to come before the king, and they took 
the rod of God, and came to the king and spoke to him, saying, 

33 Thus said the Lord God of the Hebrews, Send my people that they may serve me. 

1071. 

34 And the king said to them, But who will believe you that you are the messengers of God and 
that you come to me by his order? 

35 Now therefore give a wonder or sign in this matter, and then the words which you speak will be 
believed. 


1072. 

36 And Aaron hastened and threw the rod out of his hand before Pharaoh and before his servants, 
and the rod turned into a serpent. 

37 And the sorcerers saw this and they cast each man his rod upon the ground and they became 
serpents. 


1073. 

38 And the serpent of Aaron's rod lifted up its head and opened its mouth to swallow the rods of the 
magicians. 

39 And Balaam the magician answered and said, This thing has been from the days of old, that a 
serpent should swallow its fellow, and that living things devour each other. 

1074. 

40 Now therefore restore it to a rod as it was at first, and we will also restore our rods as they were 
at first, 

and if thy rod shall swallow our rods, then shall we know that the spirit of God is in thee, 
and if not, thou art only an artificer like unto ourselves. 

1075. 

41 And Aaron hastened and stretched forth his hand and caught hold of the serpent's tail and it 
became a rod in his hand, and the sorcerers did the like with their rods, and they got hold, each man 
of the tail of his serpent, and they became rods as at first. 

42 And when they were restored to rods, the rod of Aaron swallowed up their rods. 

1076. 

43 And when the king saw this thing, he ordered the book of records that related to the kings of 
Egypt, to be brought, and they brought the book of records, the chronicles of the kings of Egypt, in 
which all the idols of Egypt were inscribed, for they thought of finding therein the name of 
Jehovah, but they found it not. 


1077. 

44 And Pharaoh said to Moses and Aaron, Behold I have not found the name of your God written 
in this book, and his name I know not. 

45 And the counsellors and wise men answered the king. We have heard that the God of the 
Hebrews is a son of the wise, the son of ancient kings. 

1078. 

46 And Pharaoh turned to Moses and Aaron and said to them, I know not the Lord whom you have 
declared, neither will I send his people. 

47 And they answered and said to the king. The Lord God of Gods is his name, and he proclaimed 
his name over us from the days of our ancestors, and sent us, saying, Go to Pharaoh and say unto 
him. Send my people that they may serve me. 


1079. 

48 Now therefore send us, that we may take a journey for three days in the wilderness, and there 
may sacrifice to him, for from the days of our going down to Egypt, he has not taken from our 
hands either burnt offering, oblation or sacrifice, and if thou wilt not send us, his anger will be 
kindled against thee, and he will smite Egypt either with the plague or with the sword. 
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1080 . 

49 And Pharaoh said to them. Tell me now his power and his might; and they said to him, He 
created the heaven and the earth, the seas and all their fishes, he formed the light, created the 
darkness, caused rain upon the earth and watered it, and made the herbage and grass to sprout, he 
created man and beast and the animals of the forest, the birds of the air and the fish of the sea, and 
by his mouth they live and die. 


1081. 

50 Surely he created thee in thy mother's womb, and put into thee the breath of life, and reared thee 
and placed thee upon the royal throne of Egypt, and he will take thy breath and soul from thee, and 
return thee to the ground whence thou wast taken. 

1082. 

51 And the anger of the king was kindled at their words, and he said to them, But who amongst all 
the Gods of nations can do this? my river is mine own, and I have made it for myself. 

52 And he drove them from him, and he ordered the labor upon Israel to be more severe than it was 
yesterday and before. 


1083. 

53 And Moses and Aaron went out from the king's presence, and they saw the children of Israel in 
an evil condition for the task-masters had made their labor exceedingly heavy. 

54 And Moses returned to the Lord and said, Why hast thou ill treated thy people? 

for since I came to speak to Pharaoh what thou didst send me for, he has exceedingly ill used the 
children of Israel. 


1084. 

55 And the Lord said to Moses, Behold thou wilt see that with an outstretched hand and heavy 
plagues, Pharaoh will send the children of Israel from his land. 

1085. 

56 And Moses and Aaron dwelt amongst their brethren the children of Israel in Egypt. 

57 And as for the children of Israel the Egyptians embittered their lives, with the heavy work which 
they imposed upon them. 
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1086. 


JASHER 80 


1 And at the end of two years, the Lord again sent Moses to Pharaoh to bring forth the children of 
Israel, and to send them out of the land of Egypt. 

2 And Moses went and came to the house of Pharaoh, and he spoke to him the words of the Lord 
who had sent him, 

but Pharaoh would not hearken to the voice of the Lord, and God roused his might in Egypt upon 
Pharaoh and his subjects, and God smote Pharaoh and his people with very great and sore plagues. 


1087. 

3 And the Lord sent by the hand of Aaron and turned all the waters of Egypt into blood, with all 
their streams and rivers. 

4 And when an Egyptian came to drink and draw water, he looked into his pitcher, and behold all 
the water was turned into blood; and when he came to drink from his cup the water in the cup 
became blood. 

5 And when a woman kneaded her dough and cooked her victuals, their appearance was turned to 
that of blood. 


1088. 

6 And the Lord sent again and caused all their waters to bring forth frogs, and all the frogs came 
into the houses of the Egyptians. 

7 And when the Egyptians drank, their bellies were filled with frogs and they danced in their bellies 
as they dance when in the river. 

8 And all their drinking water and cooking water turned to frogs, also when they lay in their beds 
their perspiration bred frogs. 


1089. 

9 Notwithstanding all this the anger of the Lord did not turn from them, and his hand was stretched 
out against all the Egyptians to smite them with every heavy plague. 

10 And he sent and smote their dust to lice, and the lice became in Egypt to the height of two cubits 
upon the earth. 

11 The lice were also very numerous, in the flesh of man and beast, in all the inhabitants of Egypt, 
also upon the king and queen the Lord sent the lice, and it grieved Egypt exceedingly on account of 
the lice. 


1090. 

12 Notwithstanding this, the anger of the Lord did not turn away, and his hand was still stretched 
out over Egypt. 

13 And the Lord sent all kinds of beasts of the field into Egypt, and they came and destroyed all 
Egypt, man and beast, and trees, and all things that were in Egypt. 

1091. 

14 And the Lord sent fiery serpents, scorpions, mice, weasels, toads, together with others creeping 
in dust. 

15 Flies, hornets, fleas, bugs and gnats, each swarm according to its kind, 

16 And all reptiles and winged animals according to their kind came to Egypt and grieved the 
Egyptians exceedingly. 


1092. 

17 And the fleas and flies came into the eyes and ears of the Egyptians. 

18 And the hornet came upon them and drove them away, and they removed from it into their inner 
rooms, and it pursued them. 
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1093. 

19 And when the Egyptians hid themselves on account of the swarm of animals, they locked their 
doors after them, and God ordered the Sulanuth which was in the sea, to come up and go into 
Egypt. 

20 And she had long arms, ten cubits in length of the cubit of a man. 

1094. 

21 And she went upon the roofs and uncovered the raftering and flooring and cut them, and 
stretched forth her arm into the house and removed the lock and the bolt, and opened the houses of 
Egypt. 

22 Afterward came the swarm of animals into the houses of Egypt, and the swarm of animals 
destroyed the Egyptians, and it grieved them exceedingly. 

1095. 

23 Notwithstanding this the anger of the Lord did not turn away from the Egyptians, and his hand 
was yet stretched forth against them. 

24 And God sent the pestilence, and the pestilence pervaded Egypt, in the horses and asses, and in 
the camels, in herds of oxen and sheep and in man. 

1096. 

25 And when the Egyptians rose up early in the morning to take their cattle to pasture they found 
all their cattle dead. 

26 And there remained of the cattle of the Egyptians only one in ten, and of the cattle belonging to 
Israel in Goshen not one died. 


1097. 

27 And God sent a burning inflammation in the flesh of the Egyptians, which burst their skins, and 
it became a severe itch in all the Egyptians from the soles of their feet to the crowns of their heads. 

28 And many boils were in their flesh, that their flesh wasted away until they became rotten and 
putrid. 


1098. 

29 Notwithstanding this the anger of the Lord did not turn away, and his hand was still stretched 
out over all Egypt. 

30 And the Lord sent a very heavy hail, which smote their vines and broke their fruit trees and 
dried them up that they fell upon them. 


1099. 

31 Also every green herb became dry and perished, for a mingling fire descended amidst the hail, 
therefore the hail and the fire consumed all things. 

32 Also men and beasts that were found abroad perished of the flames of fire and of the hail, and 
all the young lions were exhausted. 


1100 . 

33 And the Lord sent and brought numerous locusts into Egypt, the Chasel, Salom, Chargol, and 
Chagole, locusts each of its kind, which devoured all that the hail had left remaining. 

34 Then the Egyptians rejoiced at the locusts, although they consumed the produce of the field, and 
they caught them in abundance and salted them for food. 

1101 . 

35 And the Lord turned a mighty wind of the sea which took away all the locusts, even those that 
were salted, and thrust them into the Red Sea; not one locust remained within the boundaries of 
Egypt. 


1102 . 

36 And God sent darkness upon Egypt, that the whole land of Egypt and Pathros became dark for 
three days, so that a man could not see his hand when he lifted it to his mouth. 
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1103. 

37 At that time died many of the people of Israel who had rebelled against the Lord and who would 
not hearken to Moses and Aaron, and believed not in them that God had sent them. 

38 And who had said, We will not go forth from Egypt lest we perish with hunger in a desolate 
wilderness, and who would not hearken to the voice of Moses. 

1104. 

39 And the Lord plagued them in the three days of darkness, and the Israelites buried them in those 
days, without the Egyptians knowing of them or rejoicing over them. 

1105. 

40 And the darkness was very great in Egypt for three days, 

and any person who was standing when the darkness came, remained standing in his place, 

and he that was sitting remained sitting, 

and he that was lying continued lying in the same state, 

and he that was walking remained sitting upon the ground in the same spot; 

and this thing happened to all the Egyptians, until the darkness had passed away. 

1106. 

41 And the days of darkness passed away, and the Lord sent Moses and Aaron to the children of 
Israel, saying, 

Celebrate your feast and make your Passover, 

for behold I come in the midst of the night amongst all the Egyptians, 

and I will smite all their first born, from the first bom of a man to the first born of a beast, 

and when I see your Passover, I will pass over you. 

1107. 

42 And the children of Israel did according to all that the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron, 
thus did they in that night. 

43 And it came to pass in the middle of the night, that the Lord went forth in the midst of Egypt, 
and smote all the first born of the Egyptians, from the first born of man to the first born of beast. 

1108. 

44 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians, and there was a 
great cry throughout Egypt in that night, for there was not a house in which there was not a corpse. 

1109. 

45 Also the likenesses of the first born of Egypt, which were carved in the walls at their houses, 
were destroyed and fell to the ground. 

46 Even the bones of their first born who had died before this and whom they had buried in their 
houses, were raked up by the dogs of Egypt on that night and dragged before the Egyptians and 
cast before them. 


1110 . 

47 And all the Egyptians saw this evil which had suddenly come upon them, and all the Egyptians 
cried out with a loud voice. 

48 And all the families of Egypt wept upon that night, each man for his son and each man for his 
daughter, being the first born, and the tumult of Egypt was heard at a distance on that night. 

mi. 

49 And Bathia the daughter of Pharaoh went forth with the king on that night to seek Moses and 
Aaron in their houses, and they found them in their houses, eating and drinking and rejoicing with 
all Israel. 

50 And Bathia said to Moses, Is this the reward for the good which I have done to thee, who have 
reared thee and stretched thee out, and thou hast brought this evil upon me and my father's house? 

1112 . 

51 And Moses said to her, Surely ten plagues did the Lord bring upon Egypt; 
did any evil accrue to thee from any of them? did one of them affect thee? 
and she said, No. 
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1113 . 

52 And Moses said to her, Although thou art the first bom to thy mother, thou shalt not die, and no 
evil shall reach thee in the midst of Egypt. 


1114. 

53 And she said, What advantage is it to me, when I see the king, my brother, and all his household 
and subjects in this evil, whose first bom perish with all the first born of Egypt? 

1115. 

54 And Moses said to her. Surely thy brother and his household, and subjects, the families of 
Egypt, would not hearken to the words of the Lord, therefore did this evil come upon them. 

1116. 

55 And Pharaoh king of Egypt approached Moses and Aaron, and some of the children of Israel 
who were with them in that place, and he prayed to them, saying, 

56 Rise up and take your brethren, all the children of Israel who are in the land, with their sheep 
and oxen, and all belonging to them, they shall leave nothing remaining, 

only pray for me to the Lord your God. 


1117. 

57 And Moses said to Pharaoh, Behold though thou art thy mother's first bom, yet fear not, for thou 
wilt not die, for the Lord has commanded that thou shalt live, in order to show thee his great might 
and strong stretched out arm. 


1118. 

58 And Pharaoh ordered the children of Israel to be sent away, and all the Egyptians strengthened 
themselves to send them, for they said, We are all perishing. 

59 And all the Egyptians sent the Israelites forth, with great riches, sheep and oxen and precious 
things, according to the oath of the Lord between him and our Father Abraham. 

1119. 

60 And the children of Israel delayed going forth at night, and when the Egyptians came to them to 
bring them out, they said to them, Are we thieves, that we should go forth at night? 

61 And the children of Israel asked of the Egyptians, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and 
garments, and the children of Israel stripped the Egyptians. 

1120 . 

62 And Moses hastened and rose up and went to the river of Egypt, and brought up from thence the 
coffin of Joseph and took it with him. 

63 The children of Israel also brought up, each man his father's coffin with him, and each man the 
coffins of his tribe. 
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1121 . 


JASHER 81 


1 And the children of Israel journeyed from Raineses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men 
on foot, besides the little ones and their wives. 

2 Also a mixed multitude went up with them, and flocks and herds, even much cattle. 


1122 . 

3 And the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in the land of Egypt in hard labor, was 
two hundred and ten years. 

4 And at the end of two hundred and ten years, the Lord brought forth the children of Israel from 
Egypt with a strong hand. 


1123. 

5 And the children of Israel traveled from Egypt, [and] from Goshen, and from Rameses, 
and encamped in Succoth on the fifteenth day of the first month. 

6 And the Egyptians buried all their first born whom the Lord had smitten, and all the Egyptians 
buried their slain for three days. 


1124. 

7 And the children of Israel traveled from Succoth and encamped in Ethom, at the end of the 
wilderness. 

1125. 

8 And on the third day after the Egyptians had buried their first bom, many men rose up from 
Egypt and went after Israel to make them return to Egypt, for they repented that they had sent the 
Israelites away from their servitude. 


1126. 

9 And one man said to his neighbor, 

Surely Moses and Aaron spoke to Pharaoh, saying, 

We will go a three days' journey in the wilderness and sacrifice to the Lord our God. 

1127. 

10 Now therefore let us rise up early in the morning and cause them to return, 

and it shall be that if they return with us to Egypt to their masters, then shall we know that there is 
faith in them, 

but if they will not return, then will we fight with them, and make them come back with great 
power and a strong hand. 


1128. 

11 And all the nobles of Pharaoh rose up in the morning, and with them about seven hundred 
thousand men, and they went forth from Egypt on that day, and came to the place where the 
children of Israel were. 

12 And all the Egyptians saw, and behold, Moses and Aaron and all the children of Israel were 
sitting before Pi-hahiroth, eating and drinking and celebrating the feast of the Lord. 

1129. 

13 And all the Egyptians said to the children of Israel, Surely you said, We will go a journey for 
three days in the wilderness and sacrifice to our God and return. 

14 Now therefore this day makes five days since you went, why do you not return to your masters? 

1130. 

15 And Moses and Aaron answered them, saying, Because the Lord our God has testified in us, 
saying. You shall no more return to Egypt, but we will betake ourselves to a land flowing with milk 
and honey, as the Lord our God had sworn to our ancestors to give to us. 
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1131. 

16 And when the nobles of Egypt saw that the children of Israel did not hearken to them, to return 
to Egypt, they girded themselves to fight with Israel. 

17 And the Lord strengthened the hearts of the children of Israel over the Egyptians, that [the 
Israelites] gave them a severe beating, 

and the battle was sore upon the Egyptians, and all the Egyptians fled from before the children of 
Israel, for many of them perished by the hand of Israel. 

1132. 

18 And the nobles of Pharaoh went to Egypt and told Pharaoh, saying, The children of Israel have 
fled, and will no more return to Egypt, and in this manner did Moses and Aaron speak to us. 

19 And Pharaoh heard this thing, and his heart and the hearts of all his subjects were turned against 
Israel, and they repented that they had sent Israel; 

1133. 

and all the Egyptians advised Pharaoh to pursue the children of Israel to make them come back to 
their burdens. 

20 And they said each man to his brother. What is this which we have done, that we have sent 
Israel from our servitude? 


1134. 

21 And the Lord strengthened the hearts of all the Egyptians to pursue the Israelites, for the Lord 
desired to overthrow the Egyptians in the Red Sea. 

22 And Pharaoh rose up and harnessed his chariot, and he ordered all the Egyptians to assemble, 
not one man was left excepting the little ones and the women. 

1135. 

23 And all the Egyptians went forth with Pharaoh to pursue the children of Israel, and the camp of 
Egypt was an exceedingly large and heavy camp, about ten hundred thousand men. 

24 And the whole of this camp went and pursued the children of Israel to bring them back to Egypt, 
and they reached them encamping by the Red Sea. 

1136. 

25 And the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and beheld all the Egyptians pursuing them, and 
the children of Israel were greatly terrified at them, and the children of Israel cried to the Lord. 

26 And on account of the Egyptians, the children of Israel divided themselves into four divisions, 
and they were divided in their opinions, for they were afraid of the Egyptians, and Moses spoke to 
each of them. 


1137. 

27 The first division was of the children of Reuben, Simeon, and Issachar, and they resolved to cast 
themselves into the sea, for they were exceedingly afraid of the Egyptians. 

28 And Moses said to them, Fear not, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord which He will 
effect this day for you. 


1138. 

29 The second division was of the children of Zebulun, Benjamin and Naphtali, and they resolved 
to go back to Egypt with the Egyptians. 

30 And Moses said to them, Fear not, for as you have seen the Egyptians this day, so shall you see 
them no more for ever. 


1139. 

31 The third division was of the children of Judah and Joseph, and they resolved to go to meet the 
Egyptians to fight with them. 

32 And Moses said to them, Stand in your places, for the Lord will fight for you, and you shall 
remain silent. 
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1140 . 

33 And the fourth division was of the children of Levi, Gad, and Asher, and they resolved to go into 
the midst of the Egyptians to confound them, 

and Moses said to them, Remain in your stations and fear not, only call unto the Lord that he may 
save you out of their hands. 


1141. 

34 After this Moses rose up from amidst the people, and he prayed to the Lord and said, 

35 O Lord God of the whole earth, save now thy people whom thou didst bring forth from Egypt, 
and let not the Egyptians boast that power and might are theirs. 

1142. 

36 So the Lord said to Moses, Why dost thou cry unto me? speak to the children of Israel that they 
shall proceed, and do thou stretch out thy rod upon the sea and divide it, and the children of Israel 
shall pass through it. 

37 And Moses did so, and he lifted up his rod upon the sea and divided it. 

1143. 

38 And the waters of the sea were divided into twelve parts, and the children of Israel passed 
through on foot, with shoes, as a man would pass through a prepared road. 

39 And the Lord manifested to the children of Israel his wonders in Egypt and in the sea by the 
hand of Moses and Aaron. 


1144. 

40 And when the children of Israel had entered the sea, the Egyptians came after them, and the 
waters of the sea resumed upon them, and they all sank in the water, and not one man was left 
excepting Pharaoh, who gave thanks to the Lord and believed in him, therefore the Lord did not 
cause him to perish at that time with the Egyptians. 

41 And the Lord ordered an angel to take him from amongst the Egyptians, who cast him upon the 
land of Ninevah and he reigned over it for a long time. 

1145. 

42 And on that day the Lord saved Israel from the hand of Egypt, and all the children of Israel saw 
that the Egyptians had perished, and they beheld the great hand of the Lord, in what he had 
performed in Egypt and in the sea. 


1146. 

43 Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the Lord, on the day when the Lord 
caused the Egyptians to fall before them. 

44 And all Israel sang in concert, saying, I will sing to the Lord for He is greatly exalted, the horse 
and his rider has he cast into the sea; behold it is written in the book of the law of God. 

1147. 

45 After this the children of Israel proceeded on their journey, and encamped in Marah, and the 
Lord gave to the children of Israel statutes and judgments in that place in Marah, and the Lord 
commanded the children of Israel to walk in all his ways and to serve him. 

46 And they journeyed from Marah and came to Elim, and in Elim were twelve springs of water 
and seventy date trees, and the children encamped there by the waters. 

1148. 

47 And they journeyed from Elim and came to the wilderness of Sin, on the fifteenth day of the 
second month after their departure from Egypt. 

48 At that time the Lord gave the manna to the children of Israel to eat, and the Lord caused food to 
rain from heaven for the children of Israel day by day. 

1149. 

49 And the children of Israel ate the manna for forty years, all the days that they were in the 
wilderness, until they came to the land of Canaan to possess it. 

50 And they proceeded from the wilderness of Sin and encamped in Alush. 

51 And they proceeded from Alush and encamped in Rephidim. 
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1150 . 

52 And when the children of Israel were in Rephidim, Amalek the son of Eliphaz, the son of Esau, 
the brother of Zepho, came to fight with Israel. 

53 And he brought with him eight hundred and one thousand men, magicians and conjurers, and he 
prepared for battle with Israel in Rephidim. 


1151. 

54 And they carried on a great and severe battle against Israel, and the Lord delivered Amalek and 
his people into the hands of Moses and the children of Israel, and into the hand of Joshua, the son 
of Nun, the Ephrathite, the servant of Moses. 

55 And the children of Israel smote Amalek and his people at the edge of the sword, but the battle 
was very sore upon the children of Israel. 


1152. 

56 And the Lord said to Moses, Write this thing as a memorial for thee in a book, and place it in the 
hand of Joshua, the son of Nun, thy servant, and thou shalt command the children of Israel, saying, 
When thou shalt come to the land of Canaan, thou shalt utterly efface the remembrance of Amalek 
from under heaven. 

57 And Moses did so, and he took the book and wrote upon it these words, saying, 

1153. 

58 Remember what Amalek has done to thee in the road when thou wentest forth from Egypt. 

59 Who met thee in the road and smote thy rear, even those that were feeble behind thee when thou 
wast faint and weary. 


1154. 

60 Therefore it shall be when the Lord thy God shall have given thee rest from all thine enemies 
round about in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, to possess it, that 
thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven, thou shalt not forget it. 

1155. 

61 And the king who shall have pity on Amalek, or upon his memory or upon his seed, behold I 
will require it of him, and I will cut him off from amongst his people. 

62 And Moses wrote all these things in a book, and he enjoined [urged] the children of Israel 
respecting all these matters. 
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The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FORTY TWO 
Divisions 1156-1175 


1156. 


JASHER 82 


1 And die children of Israel proceeded from Rephidim and diey encamped in die wilderness of 
Sinai, in die third month from their going forth from Egypt. 


1157. 

2 At that time came Reuel the Midianite, the father-in-law of Moses, with Zipporah his daughter 
and her two sons, for he had heard of the wonders of the Lord which he had done to Israel, that he 
had delivered them from the hand of Egypt. 

3 And Reuel came to Moses to the wilderness where he was encamped, where was the mountain of 
God. 


1158. 

4 And Moses went forth to meet his father-in-law with great honor, and all Israel was with him. 

5 And Reuel and his children remained amongst the Israelites for many days, and Reuel knew the 
Lord from that day forward. 


1159. 

6 And in the third month from the children of Israel's departure from Egypt, on the sixth day 
thereof, the Lord gave to Israel the ten commandments on Mount Sinai. 

7 And all Israel heard all these commandments, and all Israel rejoiced exceedingly in the Lord on 
that day. 


1160. 

8 And the glory of the Lord rested upon Mount Sinai, and he called to Moses, and Moses came in 
the midst of a cloud and ascended the mountain. 

9 And Moses was upon the mount forty days and forty nights; he ate no bread and drank no water, 
and the Lord instructed him in the statutes and judgments in order to teach the children of Israel. 

1161. 

10 And the Lord wrote the ten commandments which he had commanded the children of Israel 
upon two tablets of stone, which he gave to Moses to command the children of Israel. 

11 And at the end of forty days and forty nights, when the Lord had finished speaking to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, then the Lord gave to Moses the tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. 

1162. 

12 And when the children of Israel saw that Moses tarried to come down from the mount, they 
gathered round Aaron, and said, As for this man Moses we know not what has become of him. 

13 Now therefore rise up, make unto us a god who shall go before us, so that thou shalt not die. 

1163. 

14 And Aaron was greatly afraid of the people, and he ordered them to bring him gold and he made 
it into a molten calf for the people. 


1164. 

15 And the Lord said to Moses, before he had come down from the mount, Get thee down, for thy 
people whom thou didst bring forth from Egypt have corrupted themselves. 

16 They have made to themselves a molten calf, and have bowed down to it, now therefore leave 
me, that I may consume them from off the earth, for they are a stiffnecked people. 

1165. 

17 And Moses besought the countenance of the Lord, and he prayed to the Lord for the people on 
account of the calf which they had made, and he afterward descended from the mount and in his 
hands were the two tablets of stone, which God had given him to command the Israelites. 
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18 And when Moses approached the camp and saw the calf which the people had made, the anger 
of Moses was kindled and he broke the tablets under the mount. 

1166. 

19 And Moses came to the camp and he took the calf and burned it with fire, and ground it till it 
became fine dust, and strewed it upon the water and gave it to the Israelites to drink. 

20 And there died of the people by the swords of each other about three thousand men who had 
made the calf. 


1167. 

21 And on the morrow Moses said to the people, I will go up to the Lord, peradventure I may make 
atonement for your sins which you have sinned to the Lord. 

22 And Moses again went up to the Lord, and he remained with the Lord forty days and forty 
nights. 


1168. 

23 And during the forty days did Moses entreat the Lord in behalf of the children of Israel, and the 
Lord hearkened to the prayer of Moses, and the Lord was entreated of him in behalf of Israel. 

24 Then spake the Lord to Moses to hew two stone tablets and to bring them up to the Lord, who 
would write upon them the ten commandments. 


1169. 

25 Now Moses did so, and he came down and hewed the two tablets and went up to Mount Sinai to 
the Lord, and the Lord wrote the ten commandments upon the tablets. 

1170. 

26 And Moses remained yet with the Lord forty days and forty nights, and the Lord instructed him 
in statutes and judgments to impart to Israel. 

27 And the Lord commanded him respecting the children of Israel that they should make a 
sanctuary for the Lord, that his name might rest therein, and the Lord showed him the likeness of 
the sanctuary and the likeness of all its vessels. 


1171. 

28 And at the end of the forty days, Moses came down from the mount and the two tablets were in 
his hand. 

29 And Moses came to the children of Israel and spoke to them all the words of the Lord, and he 
taught them laws, statutes and judgments which the Lord had taught him. 

1172. 

30 And Moses told the children of Israel the word of the Lord, that a sanctuary should be made for 
him, to dwell amongst the children of Israel. 

31 And the people rejoiced greatly at all the good which the Lord had spoken to them, through 
Moses, and they said, We will do all that the Lord has spoken to thee. 

1173. 

32 And the people rose up like one man and they made generous offerings to the sanctuary of the 
Lord, and each man brought the offering of the Lord for the work of the sanctuary, and for all its 
service. 

33 And all the children of Israel brought each man of all that was found in his possession for the 
work of the sanctuary of the Lord, gold, silver and brass, and every thing that was serviceable for 
the sanctuary. 


1174. 

34 And all the wise men who were practiced in work came and made the sanctuary of the Lord, 
according to all that the Lord had commanded, every man in the work in which he had been 
practiced; and all the wise men in heart made the sanctuary, and its furniture and all the vessels for 
the holy service, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

35 And the work of the sanctuary of the tabernacle was completed at the end of five months, and 
the children of Israel did all that the Lord had commanded Moses. 
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1175. 

36 And they brought the sanctuary and all its furniture to Moses; like unto the representation which 
the Lord had shown to Moses, so did the children of Israel. 

37 And Moses saw the work, and behold they did it as the Lord had commanded him, so Moses 
blessed them. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FORTY THREE 
Divisions 1176-1195 


JASHER S3 


1176. 

1 And in the twelfth month, in the twenty-third day of the month, Moses took Aaron and his sons, 
and he dressed them in their garments, and anointed them and did unto them as the Lord had 
commanded him, and Moses brought up all the offerings which the Lord had on that day 
commanded him. 

2 Moses afterward took Aaron and his sons and said to them, For seven days shall you remain at 
the door of the tabernacle, for thus am I commanded. 


1177. 

3 And Aaron and his sons did all that the Lord had commanded them through Moses, and they 
remained for seven days at the door of the tabernacle. 

4 And on the eighth day, being the first day of the first month, in the second year from the 
Israelites' departure from Egypt, Moses erected the sanctuary, and Moses put up all the furniture of 
the tabernacle and all the furniture of the sanctuary, and he did all that the Lord had commanded 
him. 


1178. 

5 And Moses called to Aaron and his sons, and they brought the burnt offering and the sin offering 
for themselves and the children of Israel, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

6 On that day the two sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, took strange fire and brought it before the 
Lord who had not commanded them, and a fire went forth from before the Lord, and consumed 
them, and they died before the Lord on that day. 

1179. 

7 Then on the day when Moses had completed to erect the sanctuary, the princes of the children of 
Israel began to bring their offerings before the Lord for the dedication of the altar. 

8 And they brought up their offerings each prince for one day, a prince each day for twelve days. 

1180. 

9 And all the offerings which they brought, each man in his day; 

one silver charger weighing one hundred and thirty shekels, 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels after the shekel of the sanctuary, 
both of them full of fine flour, mingled with oil for a meat offering. 

10 One spoon, weighing ten shekels of gold, full of incense. 

1181. 

11 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year for a burnt offering. 

12 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering. 

13 And for a sacrifice of peace offering, 

two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of a year old. 

14 Thus did the twelve princes of Israel day by day, each man in his day. 
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1182 . 

15 And it was after this, in the thirteenth day of the month, that Moses commanded the children of 
Israel to observe the Passover. 

16 And the children of Israel kept the Passover in its season in the fourteenth day of the month, as 
the Lord had commanded Moses, so did the children of Israel. 

1183. 

17 And in the second month, on the first day thereof, the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying, 

18 Number the heads of all the males of the children of Israel from twenty years old and upward, 
thou and thy brother Aaron and the twelve princes of Israel. 

1184. 

19 And Moses did so, and Aaron came with the twelve princes of Israel, and they numbered the 
children of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. 

20 And the numbers of the children of Israel by the houses of their fathers, from twenty years old 
and upward, were six hundred and three thousand, five hundred and fifty. 

21 But the children of Levi were not numbered amongst their brethren the children of Israel. 

1185. 

22 And the number of all the males of the children of Israel from one month old and upward, was 
twenty-two thousand, two hundred and seventy-three. 

23 And the number of the children of Levi from one month old and above, was twenty-two 
thousand. 


1186. 

24 And Moses placed the priests and the Levites each man to his service and to his burden to serve 
the sanctuary of the tabernacle, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

25 And on the twentieth day of the month, the cloud was taken away from the tabernacle of 
testimony. 


1187. 

26 At that time the children of Israel continued their journey from the wilderness of Sinai, and they 
took a journey of three days, and the cloud rested upon the wilderness of Paran; there the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against Israel, for they had provoked the Lord in asking him for meat, that 
they might eat. 

27 And the Lord hearkened to their voice, and gave them meat which they ate for one month. 

1188. 

28 But after this the anger of the Lord was kindled against them, and he smote them with a great 
slaughter, and they were buried there in that place. 

29 And the children of Israel called that place Kebroth Hattaavah, because there they buried the 
people that lusted flesh. 

30 And they departed from Kebroth Hattaavah and pitched in Hazeroth, which is in the wilderness 
of Paran. 


1189. 

31 And whilst the children of Israel were in Hazeroth, the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Miriam on account of Moses, and she became leprous, white as snow. 

32 And she was confined without the camp for seven days, until she had been received again after 
her leprosy. 

33 The children of Israel afterward departed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the end of the 
wilderness of Paran. 


1190. 

34 At that time, the Lord spoke to Moses to send twelve men from the children of Israel, one man 
to a tribe, to go and explore the land of Canaan. 

35 And Moses sent the twelve men, and they came to the land of Canaan to search and examine it, 
and they explored the whole land from the wilderness of Sin to Rechob as thou comest to Chamoth. 
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1191 . 

36 And at the end of forty days they came to Moses and Aaron, and they brought him word as it 
was in their hearts, and ten of the men brought up an evil report to the children of Israel, of the land 
which they had explored, saying, It is better for us to return to Egypt than to go to this land, a land 
that consumes its inhabitants. 


1192. 

37 But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephuneh, who were of those that explored the 
land, said, The land is exceedingly good. 

38 If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us to this land and give it to us, for it is a land 
flowing with milk and honey. 


1193. 

39 But the children of Israel would not hearken to them, and they hearkened to the words of the ten 
men who had brought up an evil report of the land. 

40 And the Lord heard the murmurings of the children of Israel and he was angry and swore, 
saying, 


1194. 

41 Surely not one man of this wicked generation shall see the land from twenty years old and 
upward excepting Caleb the son of Jephuneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 

42 But surely this wicked generation shall perish in this wilderness, and their children shall come to 
the land and they shall possess it; 


1195. 

so the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he made them wander in the wilderness for 
forty years until the end of that wicked generation, because they did not follow the Lord. 

43 And the people dwelt in the wilderness of Paran a long time, and they afterward proceeded to 
the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FORTY FOUR 
Divisions 1196-1225 


JASHER 84 - 85:32 


1196. 

1 At that time Korah the son of Jetzer the son of Kehath the son of Levi, took many men of the 
children of Israel, and they rose up and quarreled with Moses and Aaron and the whole 
congregation. 

2 And the Lord was angry with them, and the earth opened its mouth, and swallowed them up, with 
their houses and all belonging to them, and all the men belonging to Korah. 


1197. 

3 And after this God made the people go round by the way of Mount Seir for a long time. 

4 At that time the Lord said unto Moses, Provoke not a war against the children of Esau, for I will 
not give to you of any thing belonging to them, as much as the sole of the foot could tread upon, for 
I have given Mount Seir for an inheritance to Esau. 

1198. 

5 Therefore did the children of Esau fight against the children of Seir in former times, and the Lord 
had delivered the children of Seir into the hands of the children of Esau, and destroyed them from 
before them, and the children of Esau dwelt in their stead unto this day. 

6 Therefore the Lord said to the children of Israel, Fight not against the children of Esau your 
brethren, for nothing in their land belongs to you, but you may buy food of them for money and eat 
it, and you may buy water of them for money and drink it. 
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1199 . 

7 And the children of Israel did according to the word of the Lord. 

8 And the children of Israel went about the wilderness, going round by the way of Mount Sinai for 
a long time, and touched not the children of Esau, and they continued in that district for nineteen 
years. 


1200 . 

9 At that time died Latinus king of the children of Chittim, in the forty-fifth year of his reign, which 
is the fourteenth year of the children of Israel's departure from Egypt. 

10 And they buried him in his place which he had built for himself in the land of Chittim, and 
Abimnas reigned in his place for thirty-eight years. 

1201 . 

11 And the children of Israel passed the boundary of the children of Esau in those days, at the end 
of nineteen years, and they came and passed the road of the wilderness of Moab. 

12 And the Lord said to Moses, besiege not Moab, and do not fight against them, for I will give you 
nothing of their land. 


1202 . 

13 And the children of Israel passed the road of the wilderness of Moab for nineteen years, and 
they did not fight against them. 

14 And in the thirty-sixth year of the children of Israel's departing from Egypt the Lord smote the 
heart of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and he waged war, and went forth to fight against the children 
of Moab. 


1203. 

15 And Sihon sent messengers to Beor the son of Janeas, the son of Balaam, counsellor to the king 
of Egypt, and to Balaam his son, to curse Moab, in order that it might be delivered into the hand of 
Sihon. 

16 And the messengers went and brought Beor the son of Janeas, and Balaam his son, from Pethor 
in Mesopotamia, so Beor and Balaam his son came to the city of Sihon and they cursed Moab and 
their king in the presence of Sihon king of the Amorites. 

1204. 

17 So Sihon went out with his whole army, and he went to Moab and fought against them, and he 
subdued them, and the Lord delivered them into his hands, and Sihon slew the king of Moab. 

18 And Sihon took all the cities of Moab in the battle; he also took Heshbon from them, for 
Heshbon was one of the cities of Moab, and Sihon placed his princes and his nobles in Heshbon, 
and Heshbon belonged to Sihon in those days. 


1205. 

19 Therefore the parable speakers Beor and Balaam his son uttered these words, saying, Come unto 
Heshbon, the city of Sihon will be built and established. 

20 Woe unto thee Moab! thou art lost, O people of Kemosh! behold it is written upon the book of 
the law of God. 


1206. 

21 And when Sihon had conquered Moab, he placed guards in the cities which he had taken from 
Moab, and a considerable number of the children of Moab fell in battle into the hand of Sihon, and 
he made a great capture of them, sons and daughters, and he slew their king; so Sihon turned back 
to his own land. 

22 And Sihon gave numerous presents of silver and gold to Beor and Balaam his son, and he 
dismissed them, and they went to Mesopotamia to their home and country. 

1207. 

23 At that time all the children of Israel passed from the road of the wilderness of Moab, and 
returned and surrounded the wilderness of Edom. 

24 So the whole congregation came to the wilderness of Sin in the first month of the fortieth year 
from their departure from Egypt, and the children of Israel dwelt there in Kadesh, of the wilderness 
of Sin, and Miriam died there and she was buried there. 
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1208. 

25 At that time Moses sent messengers to Hadad king of Edom, saying. Thus says thy brother 
Israel, Let me pass I pray thee through thy land, we will not pass through field or vineyard, we will 
not drink the water of the well; we will walk in the king's road. 

26 And Edom said to him, Thou shalt not pass through my country, and Edom went forth to meet 
the children of Israel with a mighty people 


1209. 

27 And the children of Esau refused to let the children of Israel pass through their land, so the 
Israelites removed from them and fought not against them. 

28 For before this the Lord had commanded the children of Israel, saying, You shall not fight 
against the children of Esau, therefore the Israelites removed from them and did not fight against 
them. 

29 So the children of Israel departed from Kadesh, and all the people came to Mount Hor. 

1210 . 

30 At that time the Lord said to Moses, Tell thy brother Aaron that he shall die there, for he shall 
not come to the land which I have given to the children of Israel. 

31 And Aaron went up, at the command of the Lord, to Mount Hor, in the fortieth year, in the fifth 
month, in the first day of the month. 

32 And Aaron was one hundred and twenty-three years old when he died in Mount Hor. 


1211 . 


JASHER 85 


1 And king Arad the Canaanite, who dwelt in the south, heard that the Israelites had come by the 
way of the spies, and he arranged his forces to fight against the Israelites. 

2 And the children of Israel were greatly afraid of him, for he had a great and heavy army, so the 
children of Israel resolved to return to Egypt. 

3 And the children of Israel turned back about the distance of three days' journey unto Maserath 
Beni Jaakon, for they were greatly afraid on account of the king Arad. 


1212 . 

4 And the children of Israel would not get back to their places, so they remained in Beni Jaakon for 
thirty days. 

5 And when the children of Levi saw that the children of Israel would not turn back, they were 
jealous for the sake of the Lord, and they rose up and fought against the Israelites their brethren, 
and slew of them a great body, and forced them to turn back to their place, Mount Hor. 

1213. 

6 And when they returned, king Arad was still arranging his host for battle against the Israelites. 

7 And Israel vowed a vow, saying, If thou wilt deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly 
destroy their cities. 

8 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Israel, and he delivered the Canaanites into their hand, 
and he utterly destroyed them and their cities, and he called the name of the place Hormah. 

1214. 

9 And the children of Israel journeyed from Mount Hor and pitched in Oboth, and they journeyed 
from Oboth and they pitched at Ije-abarim, in the border of Moab. 

10 And the children of Israel sent to Moab, saying, Let us pass now through thy land into our place, 
but the children of Moab would not suffer the children of Israel to pass through their land, for the 
children of Moab were greatly afraid lest the children of Israel should do unto them as Sihon king 
of the Amorites had done to them, who had taken their land and had slain many of them. 


1215. 

11 Therefore Moab would not suffer the Israelites to pass through his land, and the Lord 
commanded the children of Israel, saying, That they should not fight against Moab, so the Israelites 
removed from Moab. 

12 And the children of Israel journeyed from the border of Moab, and they came to the other side 
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of Amon, the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites, and they pitched in the border of 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, in the wilderness of Kedemoth. 

1216. 

13 And the children of Israel sent messengers to Sihon, king of the Amorites, saying, 

14 Let us pass through thy land, we will not turn into the fields or into the vineyards, we will go 
along by the king's highway until we shall have passed thy border, but Sihon would not suffer the 
Israelites to pass. 


1217. 

15 So Sihon collected all the people of the Amorites and went forth into the wilderness to meet the 
children of Israel, and he fought against Israel in Jahaz. 

16 And the Lord delivered Sihon king of the Amorites into the hand of the children of Israel, and 
Israel smote all the people of Sihon with the edge of the sword and avenged the cause of Moab. 

1218. 

17 And the children of Israel took possession of the land of Sihon from Aram unto Jabuk, unto the 
children of Ammon, and they took all the spoil of the cities. 

18 And Israel took all these cities, and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites. 

19 And all the children of Israel resolved to fight against the children of Ammon, to take their land 
also. 


1219. 

20 So the Lord said to the children of Israel, Do not besiege the children of Ammon, neither stir up 
battle against them, for I will give nothing to you of their land, and the children of Israel hearkened 
to the word of the Lord, and did not fight against the children of Ammon. 

21 And the children of Israel turned and went up by the way of Bashan to the land of Og, king of 
Bashan, 


1220 . 

and Og the king of Bashan went out to meet the Israelites in battle, and he had with him many 
valiant men, and a very strong force from the people of the Amorites. 

22 And Og king of Bashan was a very powerful man, but Naaron his son was exceedingly 
powerful, even stronger than he was. 


1221 . 

23 And Og said in his heart, Behold now the whole camp of Israel takes up a space of three parsa, 
now will I smite them at once without sword or spear. 

24 And Og went up Mount Jahaz, and took therefrom one large stone, the length of which was 
three parsa, and he placed it on his head, and resolved to throw it upon the camp of the children of 
Israel, to smite all the Israelites with that stone. 


1222 . 

25 And the angel of the Lord came and pierced the stone upon the head of Og, and the stone fell 
upon the neck of Og that Og fell to the earth on account of the weight of the stone upon his neck. 

26 At that time the Lord said to the children of Israel, Be not afraid of him, for I have given him 
and all his people and all his land into your hand, and you shall do to him as you did to Sihon. 

1223. 

27 And Moses went down to him with a small number of the children of Israel, and Moses smote 
Og with a stick at the ankles of his feet and slew him. 

28 The children of Israel afterward pursued the children of Og and all his people, and they beat and 
destroyed them till there was no remnant left of them. 

1224. 

29 Moses afterward sent some of the children of Israel to spy out Jaazer, for Jaazer was a very 
famous city. 

30 And the spies went to Jaazer and explored it, and the spies trusted in the Lord, and they fought 
against the men of Jaazer. 
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1225. 

31 And these men took Jaazer and its villages, and the Lord delivered them into their hand, and 
they drove out the Amorites who had been there. 

32 And the children of Israel took the land of the two kings of the Amorites, sixty cities which were 
on the other side of Jordan, from the brook of Arnon unto Mount Herman. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FORTY FIVE 
Divisions 1226-1560 


1226. 


JASHER 85:33 - 87 


85:33 And the children of Israel journeyed and came into the plain of Moab which is on this side of 
Jordan, by Jericho. 

34 And the children of Moab heard all the evil which the children of Israel had done to the two 
kings of the Amorites, to Sihon and Og, so all the men of Moab were greatly afraid of the Israelites. 


1227. 

35 And the elders of Moab said, Behold the two kings of the Amorites, Sihon and Og, who were 
more powerful than all the kings of the earth, could not stand against the children of Israel, how 
then can we stand before them? 

36 Surely they sent us a message before now to pass through our land on their way, and we would 
not suffer them, now they will turn upon us with their heavy swords and destroy us; 


1228. 

and Moab was distressed on account of the children of Israel, and they were greatly afraid of them, 
and they counselled together what was to be done to the children of Israel. 

37 And the elders of Moab resolved and took one of their men, Balak the son of Zippor the 
Moabite, and made him king over them at that time, and Balak was a very wise man. 


1229. 

38 And the elders of Moab rose up and sent to the children of Midian to make peace with them, for 
a great battle and enmity had been in those days between Moab and Midian, from the days of 
Hadad the son of Bedad king of Edom, who smote Midian in the field of Moab, unto these days. 

39 And the children of Moab sent to the children of Midian, and they made peace with them, and 
the elders of Midian came to the land of Moab to make peace in behalf of the children of Midian. 

1230. 

40 And the elders of Moab counselled with the elders of Midian what to do in order to save their 
lives from Israel. 

41 And all the children of Moab said to the elders of Midian, Now therefore the children of Israel 
lick up all that are round about us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field, for thus did they do to 
the two kings of the Amorites who are stronger than we are. 

1231. 

42 And the elders of Midian said to Moab, We have heard that at the time when Sihon king of the 
Amorites fought against you, when he prevailed over you and took your land, he had sent to Beor 
the son of Janeas and to Balaam his son from Mesopotamia, and they came and cursed you; 
therefore did the hand of Sihon prevail over you, that he took your land. 

43 Now therefore send you also to Balaam his son, for he still remains in his land, and give him his 
hire, that he may come and curse all the people of whom you are afraid; so the elders of Moab 
heard this thing, and it pleased them to send to Balaam the son of Beor. 
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1232. 

44 So Balak the son of Zippor king of Moab sent messengers to Balaam, saying, 

45 Behold there is a people come out from Egypt, behold they cover the face of the earth, and they 
abide over against me. 

46 Now therefore come and curse this people for me, for they are too mighty for me, peradventure 
I shall prevail to fight against them, and drive them out, for I heard that he whom thou blessest is 
blessed, and whom thou cursest is cursed. 


1233. 

47 So the messengers of Balak went to Balaam and brought Balaam to curse the people to fight 
against Moab. 

48 And Balaam came to Balak to curse Israel, and the Lord said to Balaam, Curse not this people 
for it is blessed. 


1234. 

49 And Balak urged Balaam day by day to curse Israel, but Balaam hearkened not to Balak on 
account of the word of the Lord which he had spoken to Balaam. 

50 And when Balak saw that Balaam would not accede to his wish, he rose up and went home, and 
Balaam also returned to his land and he went from there to Midian. 

1235. 

51 And the children of Israel journeyed from the plain of Moab, and pitched by Jordan from Beth- 
jesimoth even unto Abel-shittim, at the end of the plains of Moab. 

52 And when the children of Israel abode in the plain of Shittim, they began to commit whoredom 
with the daughters of Moab. 


1236. 

53 And the children of Israel approached Moab, and the children of Moab pitched their tents 
opposite to the camp of the children of Israel. 

54 And the children of Moab were afraid of the children of Israel, and the children of Moab took all 
their daughters and their wives of beautiful aspect and comely appearance, and dressed them in 
gold and silver and costly garments. 


1237. 

55 And the children of Moab seated those women at the door of their tents, in order that the 
children of Israel might see them and turn to them, and not fight against Moab. 

56 And all the children of Moab did this thing to the children of Israel, and every man placed his 
wife and daughter at the door of his tent, and all the children of Israel saw the act of the children of 
Moab, and the children of Israel turned to the daughters of Moab and coveted them, and they went 
to them. 


1238. 

57 And it came to pass that when a Hebrew came to the door of the tent of Moab, and saw a 
daughter of Moab and desired her in his heart, and spoke with her at the door of the tent that which 
he desired, whilst they were speaking together the men of the tent would come out and speak to the 
Hebrew like unto these words: 

58 Surely you know that we are brethren, we are all the descendants of Lot and the descendants of 
Abraham his brother, wherefore then will you not remain with us, and wherefore will you not eat 
our bread and our sacrifice? 

1239. 

59 And when the children of Moab had thus overwhelmed him with their speeches, and enticed him 
by their flattering words, they seated him in the tent and cooked and sacrificed for him, and he ate 
of their sacrifice and of their bread. 

60 They then gave him wine and he drank and became intoxicated, and they placed before him a 
beautiful damsel, and he did with her as he liked, for he knew not what he was doing, as he had 
drunk plentifully of wine. 

61 Thus did the children of Moab to Israel in that place, in the plain of Shittim, 

and the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel on account of this matter, and he sent a 
pestilence amongst them, and there died of the Israelites twenty-four thousand men. 
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1240. 

62 Now there was a man of the children of Simeon whose name was Zimri, the son of Salu, who 
connected himself with the Midianite Cosbi, the daughter of Zur, king of Midian, in the sight of all 
the children of Israel. 

63 And Phineas the son of Elazer, the son of Aaron the priest, saw this wicked thing which Zimri 
had done, and he took a spear and rose up and went after them, and pierced them both and slew 
them, and the pestilence ceased from the children of Israel. 


1241. 


JASHER 86 


1 At that time after the pestilence, the Lord said to Moses, and to Elazer the son of Aaron the priest, 
saying, 

2 Number the heads of the whole community of the children of Israel, from twenty years old and 
upward, all that went forth in the army. 


1242. 

3 And Moses and Elazer numbered the children of Israel after their families, and the number of all 
Israel was seven hundred thousand, seven hundred and thirty. 

4 And the number of the children of Levi, from one month old and upward, was twenty-three 
thousand, and amongst these there was not a man of those numbered by Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness of Sinai. 

5 For the Lord had told them that they would die in the wilderness, so they all died, and not one 
had been left of them excepting Caleb the son of Jephuneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 

1243. 

6 And it was after this that the Lord said to Moses, Say unto the children of Israel to avenge upon 
Midian the cause of their brethren the children of Israel. 

7 And Moses did so, and the children of Israel chose from amongst them twelve thousand men, 
being one thousand to a tribe, and they went to Midian. 

1244. 

8 And the children of Israel warred against Midian, and they slew every male, also the five princes 
of Midian, and Balaam the son of Beor did they slay with the sword. 

9 And the children of Israel took the wives of Midian captive, with their little ones and their cattle, 
and all belonging to them. 

10 And they took all the spoil and all the prey, and they brought it to Moses and to Elazer to the 
plains of Moab. 


1245. 

11 And Moses and Elazer and all the princes of the congregation went forth to meet them with joy. 

12 And they divided all the spoil of Midian, and the children of Israel had been revenged upon 
Midian for the cause of their brethren the children of Israel. 


1246. 


JASHER 87 


1 At that time the Lord said to Moses, Behold thy days are approaching to an end, take now Joshua 
the son of Nun thy servant and place him in the tabernacle, and I will command him, and Moses 
did so. 

2 And the Lord appeared in the tabernacle in a pillar of cloud, and the pillar of cloud stood at the 
entrance of the tabernacle. 


1247. 

3 And the Lord commanded Joshua the son of Nun and said unto him, Be strong and courageous, 
for thou shalt bring the children of Israel to the land which I swore to give them, and I will be with 
thee. 

4 And Moses said to Joshua, Be strong and courageous, for thou wilt make the children of Israel 
inherit the land, and the Lord will be with thee, he will not leave thee nor forsake thee, be not afraid 
nor disheartened. 
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1248. 

5 And Moses called to all the children of Israel and said to them, You have seen all the good which 
the Lord your God has done for you in the wilderness. 

6 Now therefore observe all the words of this law, and walk in the way of the Lord your God, turn 
not from the way which the Lord has commanded you, either to the right or to the left. 

1249. 

7 And Moses taught the children of Israel statutes and judgments and laws to do in the land as the 
Lord had commanded him. 

8 And he taught them the way of the Lord and his laws; behold they are written upon the book of 
the law of God which he gave to the children of Israel by the hand of Moses. 

1250. 

9 And Moses finished commanding the children of Israel, and the Lord said to him, saying, Go up 
to the Mount Abarim and die there, and be gathered unto thy people as Aaron thy brother was 
gathered. 

10 And Moses went up as the Lord had commanded him, and he died there in the land of Moab by 
the order of the Lord, in the fortieth year from the Israelites going forth from the land of Egypt. 

11 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab for thirty days, and the days of 
weeping and mourning for Moses were completed. 


The Second Book of Jcisher 


CHAPTER FORTY SIX 
Divisions 1251-1280 


JASHER 88 


1251. 

1 And it was after the death of Moses that the Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun, saying, 

2 Rise up and pass the Jordan to the land which I have given to the children of Israel, and thou shalt 
make the children of Israel inherit the land. 

3 Every place upon which the sole of your feet shall tread shall belong to you, from the wilderness 
of Lebanon unto the great river the river of Perath shall be your boundary. 


1252. 

4 No man shall stand up against thee all the days of thy life; as I was with Moses, so will I be with 
thee, only be strong and of good courage to observe all the law which Moses commanded thee, turn 
not from the way either to the right or to the left, in order that thou mayest prosper in all that thou 
doest. 


1253. 

5 And Joshua commanded the officers of Israel, saying, Pass through the camp and command the 
people, saying, Prepare for yourselves provisions, for in three days more you will pass the Jordan 
to possess the land. 

6 And the officers of the children of Israel did so, and they commanded the people and they did all 
that Joshua had commanded. 


1254. 

7 And Joshua sent two men to spy out the land of Jericho, and the men went and spied out Jericho. 

8 And at the end of seven days they came to Joshua in the camp and said to him, The Lord has 
delivered the whole land into our hand, and the inhabitants thereof are melted with fear because of 
us. 


1255. 

9 And it came to pass after that, that Joshua rose up in the morning and all Israel with him, and they 
journeyed from Shittim, and Joshua and all Israel with him passed the Jordan; and Joshua was 
eighty-two years old when he passed the Jordan with Israel. 

10 And the people went up from Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped in 
Gilgal at the eastern corner of Jericho. 
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1256. 

11 And the children of Israel kept the Passover in Gilgal, in the plains of Jericho, on the fourteenth 
day at the month, as it is written in the law of Moses. 

12 And the manna ceased at that time on the morrow of the Passover, and there was no more manna 
for the children of Israel, and they ate of the produce of the land of Canaan. 

13 And Jericho was entirely closed against the children of Israel, no one came out or went in. 

1257. 

14 And it was in the second month, on the first day of the month, that the Lord said to Joshua, Rise 
up, behold I have given Jericho into thy hand with all the people thereof; and all your fighting men 
shall go round the city, once each day, thus shall you do for six days. 

15 And the priests shall blow upon trumpets, and when you shall hear the sound of the trumpet, all 
the people shall give a great shouting, that the walls of the city shall fall down; all the people shall 
go up every man against his opponent. 


1258. 

16 And Joshua did so according to all that the Lord had commanded him. 

17 And on the seventh day they went round the city seven times, and the priests blew upon 
trumpets. 


1259. 

18 And at the seventh round, Joshua said to the people, Shout, for the Lord has delivered the whole 
city into our hands. 

19 Only the city and all that it contains shall be accursed to the Lord, and keep yourselves from the 
accursed thing, lest you make the camp of Israel accursed and trouble it. 

20 But all the silver and gold and brass and iron shall be consecrated to the Lord, they shall come 
into the treasury of the Lord. 


1260. 

21 And the people blew upon trumpets and made a great shouting, and the walls of Jericho fell 
down, and all the people went up, every man straight before him, and they took the city and utterly 
destroyed all that was in it, both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and ass, with the 
edge of the sword. 

22 And they burned the whole city with fire; only the vessels of silver and gold, and brass and iron, 
they put into the treasury of the Lord. 


1261. 

23 And Joshua swore at that time, saying. Cursed be the man who builds Jericho; he shall lay the 
foundation thereof in his first-born, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates thereof. 

24 And Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, son of Judah, dealt 
treacherously in the accursed thing, and he took of the accursed thing and hid it in the tent, and the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel. 


1262. 

25 And it was after this when the children of Israel had returned from burning Jericho, Joshua sent 
men to spy out also Ai, and to fight against it. 

26 And the men went up and spied out Ai, and they returned and said, Let not all the people go up 
with thee to Ai, only let about three thousand men go up and smite the city, for the men thereof are 
but few. 


1263. 

27 And Joshua did so, and there went up with him of the children of Israel about three thousand 
men, and they fought against the men of Ai. 

28 And the battle was severe against Israel, and the men of Ai smote thirty-six men of Israel, and 
the children of Israel fled from before the men of Ai. 
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1264. 

29 And when Joshua saw this thing, he tore his garments and fell upon his face to the ground 
before the Lord, he, with the elders of Israel, and they put dust upon their heads. 

30 And Joshua said, Why O Lord didst thou bring this people over the Jordan? what shall I say 
after the Israelites have turned their backs against their enemies? 

31 Now therefore all the Canaanites, inhabitants of the land, will hear this thing, and surround us 
and cut off our name. 


1265. 

32 And the Lord said to Joshua, Why dost thou fall upon thy face? rise, get thee off, for the 
Israelites have sinned, and taken of the accursed thing; I will no more be with them unless they 
destroy the accursed thing from amongst them. 

33 And Joshua rose up and assembled the people, and brought the Urim by the order of the Lord, 
and the tribe of Judah was taken, and Achan the son of Carmi was taken. 

1266. 

34 And Joshua said to Achan, Tell me my son, what hast thou done, and Achan said, I saw amongst 
the spoil a goodly garment of Shinar and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of 
fifty shekels weight; I coveted them and took them, and behold they are all hid in the earth in the 
midst of the tent. 

35 And Joshua sent men who went and took them from the tent of Achan, and they brought them to 
Joshua. 


1267. 

36 And Joshua took Achan and these utensils, and his sons and daughters and all belonging to him, 
and they brought them into the valley of Achor. 

37 And Joshua burned them there with fire, and all the Israelites stoned Achan with stones, and 
they raised over him a heap of stones, therefore did he call that place the valley of Achor, so the 
Lord's anger was appeased, and Joshua afterward came to the city and fought against it. 

1268. 

38 And the Lord said to Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou dismayed, behold I have given into thy 
hand Ai, her king and her people, and thou shalt do unto them as thou didst to Jericho and her king, 
only the spoil thereof and the cattle thereof shall you take for a prey for yourselves; lay an ambush 
for the city behind it. 

39 So Joshua did according to the word of the Lord, and he chose from amongst the sons of war 
thirty thousand valiant men, and he sent them, and they lay in ambush for the city. 

40 And he commanded them, saying, When you shall see us we will flee before them with cunning, 
and they will pursue us, you shall then rise out of the ambush and take the city, and they did so. 

1269. 

41 And Joshua fought, and the men of the city went out toward Israel, not knowing that they were 
lying in ambush for them behind the city. 

42 And Joshua and all the Israelites feigned themselves wearied out before them, and they fled by 
the way of the wilderness with cunning. 


1270. 

43 And the men of Ai gathered all the people who were in the city to pursue the Israelites, and they 
went out and were drawn away from the city, not one remained, and they left the city open and 
pursued the Israelites. 

44 And those who were lying in ambush rose up out of their places, and hastened to come to the 
city and took it and set it on fire, and the men of Ai turned back, and behold the smoke of the city 
ascended to the skies, and they had no means of retreating either one way or the other. 
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1271. 

45 And all the men of Ai were in the midst of Israel, some on this side and some on that side, and 
they smote them so that not one of them remained. 

46 And the children of Israel took Melosh king of Ai alive, and they brought him to Joshua, and 
Joshua hanged him on a tree and he died. 


1272. 

47 And the children of Israel returned to the city after having burned it, and they smote all those 
that were in it with the edge of the sword. 

48 And the number of those that had fallen of the men of Ai, both man and woman, was twelve 
thousand; only the cattle and the spoil of the city they took to themselves, according to the word of 
the Lord to Joshua. 


1273. 

49 And all the kings on this side Jordan, all the kings of Canaan, heard of the evil which the 
children of Israel had done to Jericho and to Ai, and they gathered themselves together to fight 
against Israel. 

50 Only the inhabitants of Gibeon were greatly afraid of fighting against the Israelites lest they 
should perish, so they acted cunningly, and they came to Joshua and to all Israel, and said unto 
them, We have come from a distant land, now therefore make a covenant with us. 

1274. 

51 And the inhabitants of Gibeon over-reached the children of Israel, and the children of Israel 
made a covenant with them, and they made peace with them, and the princes of the congregation 
swore unto them, but afterward the children of Israel knew that they were neighbors to them and 
were dwelling amongst them. 

52 But the children of Israel slew them not; for they had sworn to them by the Lord, and they 
became hewers of wood and drawers of water. 


1275. 

53 And Joshua said to them, Why did you deceive me, to do this thing to us? and they answered 
him, saying, Because it was told to thy servants all that you had done to all the kings of the 
Amorites, and we were greatly afraid of our lives, and we did this thing. 

54 And Joshua appointed them on that day to hew wood and to draw water, and he divided them for 
slaves to all the tribes of Israel. 


1276. 

55 And when Adonizedek king of Jerusalem heard all that the children of Israel had done to Jericho 
and to Ai, he sent to Hoham king of Hebron and to Piram king at Jarmuth, and to Japhia king of 
Lachish and to Deber king of Eglon, saying, 

56 Come up to me and help me, that we may smite the children of Israel and the inhabitants of 
Gibeon who have made peace with the children of Israel. 

1277. 

57 And they gathered themselves together and the five kings of the Amorites went up with all their 
camps, a mighty people numerous as the sand of the sea shore. 

58 And all these kings came and encamped before Gibeon, and they began to fight against the 
inhabitants of Gibeon, and all the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua, saying, Come up quickly to us and 
help us, for all the kings of the Amorites have gathered together to fight against us. 

1278. 

59 And Joshua and all the fighting people went up from Gilgal, and Joshua came suddenly to them, 
and smote these five kings with a great slaughter. 

60 And the Lord confounded them before the children at Israel, who smote them with a terrible 
slaughter in Gibeon, and pursued them along the way that goes up to Beth Horon unto Makkedah, 
and they fled from before the children of Israel. 

61 And whilst they were fleeing, the Lord sent upon them hailstones from heaven, and more of 
them died by the hailstones, than by the slaughter of the children of Israel. 
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1279. 

62 And the children of Israel pursued them, and they still smote them in the road, going on and 
smiting them. 

63 And when they were smiting, the day was declining toward evening, and Joshua said in the sight 
of all the people, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, and thou moon in the valley of Ajalon, until the 
nation shall have revenged itself upon its enemies. 

1280. 

64 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Joshua, and the sun stood still in the midst of the 
heavens, and it stood still six and thirty moments, and the moon also stood still and hastened not to 
go down a whole day. 

65 And there was no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened to the voice of a 
man, for the Lord fought for Israel. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FORTY SEVEN 
Divisions 1281-1315 


1281. 


JASHER 89 


1 Then spoke Joshua this song, on the day that the Lord had given the Amorites into the hand of 
Joshua and the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of all Israel, 


1282. 

2 Thou hast done mighty things, O Lord, 
thou hast performed great deeds; 
who is like unto thee? 
my lips shall sing to thy name. 


1283. 

3 My goodness and my fortress, my high tower, 

I will sing a new song unto thee, with thanksgiving will I sing to thee, 
thou art the strength of my salvation. 


1284. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, 
the princes of the world shall sing to thee, 
the children of Israel shall rejoice in thy salvation, 
they shall sing and praise thy power. 


1285. 

5 To thee, O Lord, did we confide; 
we said thou art our God, 

for thou wast our shelter and strong tower against our enemies. 

1286. 

6 To thee we cried and were not ashamed, 

in thee we trusted and were delivered; when we cried unto thee, 
thou didst hear our voice, thou didst deliver our souls from the sword, 
thou didst show unto us thy grace, thou didst give unto us thy salvation, 
thou didst rejoice our hearts with thy strength. 


1287. 

7 Thou didst go forth for our salvation, 
with thine arm thou didst redeem thy people; 
thou didst answer us from the heavens of thy holiness, 
thou didst save us from ten thousands of people. 
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1288. 


8 The sun and moon stood still in heaven, 

and thou didst stand in thy wrath against our oppressors 

and didst command thy judgments over them. 


1289. 

9 All the princes of the earth stood up, 

the kings of the nations had gathered themselves together, 
they were not moved at thy presence, they desired thy battles. 

1290. 

10 Thou didst rise against them in thine anger, and didst bring down thy wrath upon them; 
thou didst destroy them in thine anger, and cut them off in thine heart. 

1291. 

11 Nations have been consumed with thy fury, kingdoms have declined because of thy wrath, 
thou didst wound kings in the day of thine anger. 

12 Thou didst pour out thy fury upon them, thy wrathful anger took hold of them; 
thou didst turn their iniquity upon them, and didst cut them off in their wickedness. 

1292. 

13 They did spread a trap, they fell therein, 
in the net they hid, their foot was caught. 


1293. 

14 Thine hand was ready for all thine enemies who said, 

Through their sword they possessed the land, through their arm they dwelt in the city; 

thou didst fdl their faces with shame, 

thou didst bring their horns down to the ground, 

thou didst terrify them in thy wrath, and didst destroy them in thine anger. 

1294. 

15 The earth trembled and shook at the sound of thy storm over them, 

thou didst not withhold their souls from death, and didst bring down their lives to the grave. 

1295. 

16 Thou didst pursue them in thy storm, 
thou didst consume them in thy whirlwind, 

thou didst turn their rain into hail, they fell in deep pits so that they could not rise. 

1296. 

17 Their carcasses were like rubbish cast out in the middle of the streets. 

18 They were consumed and destroyed in thine anger, 
thou didst save thy people with thy might. 


1297. 

19 Therefore our hearts rejoice in thee, 
our souls exalt in thy salvation. 


1298. 

20 Our tongues shall relate thy might, 
we will sing and praise thy wondrous works. 


1299. 

21 For thou didst save us from our enemies, 

thou didst deliver us from those who rose up against us, 

thou didst destroy them from before us and depress them beneath our feet. 
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1300. 


22 Thus shall all thine enemies perish O Lord, 

and the wicked shall be like chaff driven by the wind, 
and thy beloved shall be like trees planted by the waters. 

1301. 

23 So Joshua and all Israel with him returned to the camp in Gilgal, after having smitten all the 
kings, so that not a remnant was left of them. 

24 And the five kings fled alone on foot from battle, and hid themselves in a cave, and Joshua 
sought for them in the field of battle, and did not find them. 

1302. 

25 And it was afterward told to Joshua, saying, The kings are found and behold they are hidden in a 
cave. 

26 And Joshua said, Appoint men to be at the mouth of the cave, to guard them, lest they take 
themselves away; and the children of Israel did so. 

1303. 

27 And Joshua called to all Israel and said to the officers of battle, Place your feet upon the necks 
of these kings, and Joshua said, So shall the Lord do to all your enemies. 

28 And Joshua commanded afterward that they should slay the kings and cast them into the cave, 
and to put great stones at the mouth of the cave. 

1304. 

29 And Joshua went afterward with all the people that were with him on that day to Makkedah, and 
he smote it with the edge of the sword. 

30 And he utterly destroyed the souls and all belonging to the city, and he did to the king and 
people thereof as he had done to Jericho. 


1305. 

31 And he passed from there to Libnah and he fought against it, and the Lord delivered it into his 
hand, and Joshua smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls thereof, and he did to it and 
to the king thereof as he had done to Jericho. 

32 And from there he passed on to Lachish to fight against it, and Horam king of Gaza went up to 
assist the men of Lachish, and Joshua smote him and his people until there was none left to him. 

1306. 

33 And Joshua took Lachish and all the people thereof, and he did to it as he had done to Libnah. 

34 And Joshua passed from there to Eglon, and he took that also, and he smote it and all the people 
thereof with the edge of the sword. 


1307. 

35 And from there he passed to Hebron and fought against it and took it and utterly destroyed it, 
and he returned from there with all Israel to Debir and fought against it and smote it with the edge 
of the sword. 

36 And he destroyed every soul in it, he left none remaining, and he did to it and the king thereof as 
he had done to Jericho. 


1308. 

37 And Joshua smote all the kings of the Amorites from Kadesh-barnea to Azah, and he took their 
country at once, for the Lord had fought for Israel. 

38 And Joshua with all Israel came to the camp to Gilgal. 

1309. 

39 When at that time Jabin king of Chazor heard all that Joshua had done to the kings of the 
Amorites, Jabin sent to Jobat king of Midian, and to Laban king of Shimron, to Jephal king of 
Achshaph, and to all the kings of the Amorites, saying, 

40 Come quickly to us and help us, that we may smite the children of Israel, before they come upon 
us and do unto us as they have done to the other kings of the Amorites. 
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1310. 

41 And all these kings hearkened to the words of Jabin, king of Chazor, and they went forth with all 
their camps, seventeen kings, and their people were as numerous as the sand on the sea shore, 
together with horses and chariots innumerable, and they came and pitched together at the waters of 
Merom, and they were met together to fight against Israel. 

42 And the Lord said to Joshua, Fear them not, for tomorrow about this time I will deliver them up 
all slain before you, thou shalt hough their horses and burn their chariots with fire. 

1311. 

43 And Joshua with all the men of war came suddenly upon them and smote them, and they fell 
into their hands, for the Lord had delivered them into the hands of the children of Israel. 

44 So the children of Israel pursued all these kings with their camps, and smote them until there 
was none left of them, and Joshua did to them as the Lord had spoken to him. 

1312. 

45 And Joshua returned at that time to Chazor and smote it with the sword and destroyed every 
soul in it and burned it with fire, and from Chazor, Joshua passed to Shimron and smote it and 
utterly destroyed it. 

46 From there he passed to Achshaph and he did to it as he had done to Shimron. 

47 From there he passed to Adulam and he smote all the people in it, and he did to Adulam as he 
had done to Achshaph and to Shimron. 


1313. 

48 And he passed from them to all the cities of the kings which he had smitten, and he smote all the 
people that were left of them and he utterly destroyed them. 

49 Only their booty and cattle the Israelites took to themselves as a prey, but every human being 
they smote, they suffered not a soul to live. 

50 As the Lord had commanded Moses so did Joshua and all Israel, they failed not in anything. 

1314. 

51 So Joshua and all the children of Israel smote the whole land of Canaan as the Lord had 
commanded them, and smote all their kings, being thirty and one kings, and the children of Israel 
took their whole country. 

52 Besides the kingdoms of Sihon and Og which are on the other side Jordan, of which Moses had 
smitten many cities, and Moses gave them to the Reubenites and the Gadites and to half the tribe of 
Manasseh. 


1315. 

53 And Joshua smote all the kings that were on this side Jordan to the west, and gave them for an 
inheritance to the nine tribes and to the half tribe of Israel. 

54 For five years did Joshua carry on the war with these kings, and he gave their cities to the 
Israelites, and the land became tranquil from battle throughout the cities of the Amorites and the 
Canaanites. 


The Second Book of Jasher 


CHAPTER FORTY EIGHT 
Divisions 1316-1350 


1316. 


JASHER 90-91 


1 At that time in the fifth year after the children of Israel had passed over Jordan, after the children 
of Israel had rested from their war with the Canaanites, at that time great and severe battles arose 
between Edom and the children of Chittim, and the children of Chittim fought against Edom. 

2 And Abianus king of Chittim went forth in that year, that is in the thirty-first year of his reign, 
and a great force with him of the mighty men of the children of Chittim, and he went to Seir to 
fight against the children of Esau. 
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1317. 

3 And Hadad the king of Edom heard of his report, and he went forth to meet him with a heavy 
people and strong force, and engaged in battle with him in the field of Edom. 

4 And the hand of Chittim prevailed over the children of Esau, and the children of Chittim slew of 
the children of Esau, two and twenty thousand men, and all the children of Esau fled from before 
them. 


1318. 

5 And the children of Chittim pursued them and they reached Eladad king of Edom, who was 
running before them and they caught him alive, and brought him to Abianus king of Chittim. 

6 And Abianus ordered him to be slain, and Hadad king of Edom died in the forty-eighth year of 
his reign. 


1319. 

7 And the children of Chittim continued their pursuit of Edom, and they smote them with a great 
slaughter and Edom became subject to the children of Chittim. 

8 And the children of Chittim ruled over Edom, and Edom became under the hand of the children 
of Chittim and became one kingdom from that day. 

9 And from that time they could no more lift up their heads, and their kingdom became one with 
the children of Chittim. 


1320. 

10 And Abianus placed officers in Edom and all the children of Edom became subject and tributary 
to Abianus, and Abianus turned back to his own land, Chittim. 

11 And when he returned he renewed his government and built for himself a spacious and fortified 
palace for a royal residence, and reigned securely over the children of Chittim and over Edom. 

1321. 

12 In those days, after the children of Israel had driven away all the Canaanites and the Amorites, 
Joshua was old and advanced in years. 

13 And the Lord said to Joshua, Thou art old, advanced in life, and a great part of the land remains 
to be possessed. 


1322. 

14 Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance to the nine tribes and to the half tribe of 
Manasseh, and Joshua rose up and did as the Lord had spoken to him. 

15 And he divided the whole land to the tribes of Israel as an inheritance according to their 
divisions. 


1323. 

16 But to the tribe at Levi he gave no inheritance, the offerings of the Lord are their inheritance as 
the Lord had spoken of them by the hand of Moses. 

17 And Joshua gave Mount Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephuneh, one portion above his brethren, 
as the Lord had spoken through Moses. 

18 Therefore Hebron became an inheritance to Caleb and his children unto this day. 

1324. 

19 And Joshua divided the whole land by lots to all Israel for an inheritance, as the Lord had 
commanded him. 

20 And the children of Israel gave cities to the Levites from their own inheritance, and suburbs for 
their cattle, and property, as the Lord had commanded Moses so did the children of Israel, and they 
divided the land by lot whether great or small. 

21 And they went to inherit the land according to their boundaries, and the children of Israel gave 
to Joshua the son of Nun an inheritance amongst them. 

1325. 

22 By the word of the Lord did they give to him the city which he required, Timnath-serach in 
Mount Ephraim, and he built the city and dwelt therein. 

23 These are the inheritances which Elazer the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the heads of 
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the fathers of the tribes portioned out to the children of Israel by lot in Shiloh, before the Lord, at 
the door of the tabernacle, and they left off dividing the land. 

1326. 

24 And the Lord gave the land to the Israelites, and they possessed it as the Lord had spoken to 
them, and as the Lord had sworn to their ancestors. 

25 And the Lord gave to the Israelites rest from all their enemies around them, and no man stood 
up against them, and the Lord delivered all their enemies into their hands, and not one thing failed 
of all the good which the Lord had spoken to the children of Israel, yea the Lord performed every 
thing. 


1327. 

26 And Joshua called to all the children of Israel and he blessed them, and commanded them to 
serve the Lord, and he afterward sent them away, and they went each man to his city, and each man 
to his inheritance. 

27 And the children of Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and the Lord gave them rest 
from all around them, and they dwelt securely in their cities. 

1328. 

28 And it came to pass in those days, that Abianus king of Chittim died, in the thirty-eighth year of 
his reign, that is the seventh year of his reign over Edom, and they buried him in his place which he 
had built for himself, and Latinus reigned in his stead fifty years. 

29 And during his reign he brought forth an army, and he went and fought against the inhabitants of 
Britannia and Kernania, the children of Elisha son of Javan, and he prevailed over them and made 
them tributary. 


1329. 

30 He then heard that Edom had revolted from under the hand of Chittim, and Latinus went to them 
and smote them and subdued them, and placed them under the hand of the children of Chittim, and 
Edom became one kingdom with the children of Chittim all the days. 

31 And for many years there was no king in Edom, and their government was with the children of 
Chittim and their king. 


1330. 

32 And it was in the twenty-sixth year after the children of Israel had passed the Jordan, that is the 
sixty-sixth year after the children of Israel had departed from Egypt, that Joshua was old, advanced 
in years, being one hundred and eight years old in those days. 

33 And Joshua called to all Israel, to their elders, their judges and officers, after the Lord had given 
to all the Israelites rest from all their enemies round about, and Joshua said to the elders of Israel, 
and to their judges, 


1331. 

Behold I am old, advanced in years, and you have seen what the Lord has done to all the nations 
whom he has driven away from before you, for it is the Lord who has fought for you. 

34 Now therefore strengthen yourselves to keep and to do all the words of the law of Moses, not to 
deviate from it to the right or to the left, and not to come amongst those nations who are left in the 
land; neither shall you make mention of the name of their gods, but you shall cleave to the Lord 
your God, as you have done to this day. 


1332. 

35 And Joshua greatly exhorted the children of Israel to serve the Lord all their days. 

36 And all the Israelites said, We will serve the Lord our God all our days, we and our children, and 
our children's children, and our seed for ever. 

37 And Joshua made a covenant with the people on that day, and he sent away the children of 
Israel, and they went each man to his inheritance and to his city. 
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1333. 

38 And it was in those days, when the children of Israel were dwelling securely in their cities, that 
they buried the coffins of the tribes of their ancestors, which they had brought up from Egypt, each 
man in the inheritance of his children, the twelve sons of Jacob did the children of Israel bury, each 
man in the possession of his children. 


1334. 

39 And these are the names of the cities wherein they buried the twelve sons of Jacob, whom the 
children of Israel had brought up from Egypt. 

40 And they buried Reuben and Gad on this side Jordan, in Romia, which Moses had given to their 
children. 


1335. 

41 And Simeon and Levi they buried in the city Mauda, which he had given to the children of 
Simeon, and the suburb of the city was for the children of Levi. 

42 And Judah they buried in the city of Benjamin opposite Bethlehem. 

1336. 

43 And the bones of Issachar and Zebulun they buried in Zidon, in the portion which fell to their 
children. 

44 And Dan was buried in the city of his children in Eshtael, 

and Naphtali and Asher they buried in Kadesh-naphtali, each man in his place which he had given 
to his children. 


1337. 

45 And the bones of Joseph they buried in Shechem, in the part of the field which Jacob had 
purchased from Hamor, and which became to Joseph for an inheritance. 

46 And they buried Benjamin in Jerusalem opposite the Jebusite, which was given to the children 
of Benjamin; the children of Israel buried their fathers each man in the city of his children. 

1338. 

47 And at the end of two years, Joshua the son of Nun died, one hundred and ten years old, and the 
time which Joshua judged Israel was twenty-eight years, and Israel served the Lord all the days of 
his life. 


1339. 

48 And the other affairs of Joshua and his battles and his reproofs with which he reproved Israel, 
and all which he had commanded them, and the names of the cities which the children of Israel 
possessed in his days, behold they are written in the book of the words of Joshua to the children of 
Israel, and in the book of the wars of the Lord, which Moses and Joshua and the children of Israel 
had written. 


1340. 

49 And the children of Israel buried Joshua in the border of his inheritance, in Timnath-serach, 
which was given to him in Mount Ephraim. 

50 And Elazer the son of Aaron died in those days, and they buried him in a hill belonging to 
Phineas his son, which was given him in Mount Ephraim. 


1341. 


JASHER 91 


1 At that time, after the death of Joshua, the children of the Canaanites were still in the land, and 
the Israelites resolved to drive them out. 

2 And the children of Israel asked of the Lord, saying, Who shall first go up for us to the 
Canaanites to fight against them? and the Lord said, Judah shall go up. 
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1342. 

3 And the children of Judah said to Simeon, Go up with us into our lot, and we will fight against 
the Canaanites and we likewise will go up with you, in your lot, so the children of Simeon went 
with the children of Judah. 


1343. 

4 And the children of Judah went up and fought against the Canaanites, so the Lord delivered the 
Canaanites into the hands of the children of Judah, and they smote them in Bezek, ten thousand 
men. 

5 And they fought with Adonibezek in Bezek, and he fled from before them, and they pursued him 
and caught him, and they took hold of him and cut off his thumbs and great toes. 

1344. 

6 And Adonibezek said, Three score and ten kings having their thumbs and great toes cut off, 
gathered their meat under my table, as I have done, so God has requited me, and they brought him 
to Jerusalem and he died there. 


1345. 

7 And the children of Simeon went with the children of Judah, and they smote the Canaanites with 
the edge of the sword. 

8 And the Lord was with the children of Judah, and they possessed the mountain, and the children 
of Joseph went up to Bethel, the same is Luz, and the Lord was with them. 

1346. 

9 And the children of Joseph spied out Bethel, and the watchmen saw a man going forth from the 
city, and they caught him and said unto him, Show us now the entrance of the city and we will 
show kindness to thee. 

10 And that man showed them the entrance of the city, and the children of Joseph came and smote 
the city with the edge of the sword. 


1347. 

11 And the man with his family they sent away, and he went to the Hittites and he built a city, and 
he called the name thereof Luz, so all the Israelites dwelt in their cities, and the children at Israel 
dwelt in their cities, and the children of Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the 
days of the elders, who had lengthened their days after Joshua, and saw the great work of the Lord, 
which he had performed for Israel. 


1348. 

12 And the elders judged Israel after the death of Joshua for seventeen years. 

13 And all the elders also fought the battles of Israel against the Canaanites 

and the Lord drove the Canaanites from before the children of Israel, in order to place the Israelites 
in their land. 


1349. 

14 And he accomplished all the words which he had spoken to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the 
oath which he had sworn, to give to them and to their children, the land of the Canaanites. 

15 And the Lord gave to the children of Israel the whole land of Canaan, as he had sworn to their 
ancestors, and the Lord gave them rest from those around them, and the children of Israel dwelt 
securely in their cities. 


1350. 

16 Blessed be the Lord for ever, amen, and amen. 

17 Strengthen yourselves, 

and let the hearts of all you that trust in the Lord be of good courage. 
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The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-30 


The Disciple of Moses 

Joshua's record of the Israelites conquest and entry into the promised land of Canaan. 

Joshua, Judges, Ruth, & Jonah creates the first book of Judges. The book of Job, from the time of 
volcanic activity circa 1150 BC, is apparently the second book of Judges. 


1 . 


JOSHUA 1-3 


1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake 
unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, 

2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, 
unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel. 


2 . 

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto 
Moses. 

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land 
of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast. 

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 


3. 

6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the 
land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 

7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the 
law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that 
thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 


4. 

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 

9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest. 

5. 

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, 

11 Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare you victuals; for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the LORD your God giveth 
you to possess it. 


6 . 

12 And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua, 
saying, 

13 Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, The 
LORD your God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land. 

7. 

14 Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall remain in the land which Moses gave you 
on this side Jordan; but ye shall pass before your brethren armed, all the mighty men of valour, and 
help them; 

15 Until the LORD have given your brethren rest, as he hath given you, and they also have 
possessed the land which the LORD your God giveth them: then ye shall return unto the land of 
your possession, and enjoy it, which Moses the LORD'S servant gave you on this side Jordan 
toward the sunrising. 
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8 . 

16 And they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou commandest us we will do, and 
whithersoever thou sendest us, we will go. 

17 According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the 
LORD thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses. 

9. 

18 Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy commandment, and will not hearken unto thy 
words in all that thou commandest him, he shall be put to death: only be strong and of a good 
courage. 


10 . 


JOSHUA 2 


1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the 
land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot's house, named Rahab, and lodged 
there. 

2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to night of the 
children of Israel to search out the country. 


11 . 

3 And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, 
which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out all the country. 

4 And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There came men unto me, but I 
wist not whence they were : 

5 And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went 
out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. 

12 . 

6 But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the 
which she had laid in order upon the roof. 

7 And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon 
pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate. 

13. 

8 And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof; 

9 And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror 
is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. 

14. 

10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came 
out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side 
Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. 

11 And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any 
more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and 
in earth beneath. 


stalks of flax, 
as they which 


15. 

12 Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have shewed you kindness, 
that ye will also shew kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true token: 

13 And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all 
that they have, and deliver our lives from death. 


16. 

14 And the men answered her, Our life for your's, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, 
when the LORD hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee. 

15 Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was upon the town wall, 
and she dwelt upon the wall. 
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17 . 

16 And she said unto them. Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide 
yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye go your way. 

17 And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou hast made us 
swear. 


18. 

18 Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window 
which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, 
and all thy father's household, home unto thee. 

19 And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood 
shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his 
blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him. 

20 And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath which thou hast made us 
to swear. 


19. 

21 And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they 
departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window. 

22 And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there three days, until the pursuers 
were returned: and the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but found them not. 

20 . 

23 So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain, and passed over, and came to 
Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all things that befell them: 

24 And they said unto Joshua, Truly the LORD hath delivered into our hands all the land; for 
even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us. 


21 . 


JOSHUA 3 


1 And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he 
and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 

2 And it came to pass after three days, that the officers went through the host; 


22 . 

3 And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after 
it. 

4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not 
near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way 
heretofore. 


23. 

5 And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to morrow the LORD will do 
wonders among you. 

6 And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over 
before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the people. 

24. 

7 And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, 
that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. 

8 And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are 
come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan. 

25. 

9 And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of the LORD your 
God. 

10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, and that he will 
without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 
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26 . 

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into 
Jordan. 

12 Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man. 

27. 

13 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the 
LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be 
cut off from the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand upon an heap. 

28. 

14 And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the 
priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people; 

15 And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the 
ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of 
harvest,) 


29. 

16 That the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from 
the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even 
the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho. 

30. 

17 And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan. 
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The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER TWO 
Divisions 31-60 


31. 


JOSHUA 4-6 


1 And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over Jordan, that the LORD spake 
unto Joshua, saying, 

2 Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every tribe a man, 

3 And command ye them, saying, 

Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests' feet stood firm, 
twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye 
shall lodge this night. 


32. 

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, out of 
every tribe a man: 

5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of 
Jordan, and take ye up every man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel: 


33. 

6 That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean ye by these stones? 

7 Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these 
stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever. 

34. 

8 And the children of Israel did so as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones out of the 
midst of Jordan, as the LORD spake unto Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the 
children of Israel, and carried them over with them unto the place where they lodged, and laid them 
down there. 

9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests 
which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day. 

10 For the priests which bare the ark stood in the midst of Jordan, until every thing was finished 
that the LORD commanded Joshua to speak unto the people, according to all that Moses 
commanded Joshua: and the people hasted and passed over. 

35. 

11 And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over, that the ark of the LORD 
passed over, and the priests, in the presence of the people. 

12 And the children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, passed 
over armed before the children of Israel, as Moses spake unto them: 

13 About forty thousand prepared for war passed over before the LORD unto battle, to the plains 
of Jericho. 


36. 

14 On that day the LORD magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they 
feared Moses, all the days of his life. 

15 And the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying, 

16 Command the priests that bear the ark of the testimony, that they come up out of Jordan. 

37. 

17 Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying. Come ye up out of Jordan. 

18 And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD were 
come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the dry 
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land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did 
before.. 

19 And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in 
Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho. 


38. 

20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal. 

21 And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in 
time to come, saying, What mean these stones? 

22 Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land. 

39. 

23 For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed 
over, as the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were 
gone over: 

24 That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty: that ye 
might fear the LORD your God for ever. 


40. 


JOSHUA 5 


1 And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, which were on the side of Jordan 
westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that the LORD had 
dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over, that 
their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel. 


41. 

2 At that time the LORD said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the 
children of Israel the second time. 

3 And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of the 
foreskins. 

4 And this is the cause why Joshua did circumcise: All the people that came out of Egypt, that 
were males, even all the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way, after they came out of 
Egypt. 


42. 

5 Now all the people that came out were circumcised: but all the people that were born in the 
wilderness by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumcised. 

6 For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that were men 
of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD: 
unto whom the LORD sware that he would not shew them the land, which the LORD sware unto 
their fathers that he would give us, a land that floweth with milk and honey. 

43. 

7 And their children, whom he raised up in their stead, them Joshua circumcised: for they were 
uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way. 

8 And it came to pass, when they had done circumcising all the people, that they abode in their 
places in the camp, till they were whole. 

9 And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off 
you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day. 

44. 

10 And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of 
the month at even in the plains of Jericho. 

11 And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened 
cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day. 

12 And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither 
had the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fiuit of the land of Canaan that 
year. 
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45 . 

13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, 
behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto 
him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? 

14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on 
his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him. What saith my lord unto his servant? 

15 And the captain of the LORD'S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for 
the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. 


JOSHUA 6 


46. 

1 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and none 
came in. 

2 And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king 
thereof, and the mighty men of valour. 

3 And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt 
thou do six days. 


47. 

4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams' horns: and the seventh day 
ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets. 

5 And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when ye 
hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city 
shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before him. 

48. 

6 And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of the 
covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD. 

7 And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, and let him that is armed pass on 
before the ark of the LORD. 


49. 

8 And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, that the seven priests bearing the 
seven trumpets of rams' horns passed on before the LORD, and blew with the trumpets: and the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD followed them. 

9 And the anned men went before the priests that blew with the trumpets, and the rereward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. 

50. 

10 And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with 
your voice, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then 
shall ye shout. 


51. 

11 So the ark of the LORD compassed the city, going about it once: and they came into the camp, 
and lodged in the camp. 

12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 

52. 

13 And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD went on 
continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went before them; but the rereward 
came after the ark of the LORD, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. 

53. 

14 And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the camp: so they did six 
days. 

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that day they compassed the city 
seven times. 
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54 . 

16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said 
unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the city. 

17 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the 
harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we 
sent. 


55. 

18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves 
accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 

19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: 
they shall come into the treasury of the LORD. 


56. 

20 So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the 
people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell 
down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the 
city. 


57. 

21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and 
ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword. 

22 But Joshua had said unto the two men that had spied out the country, Go into the harlot's 
house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware unto her. 

58. 

23 And the young men that were spies went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her kindred, and left them 
without the camp of Israel. 

24 And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 

59. 

25 And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's household, and all that she had; and 
she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy 
out Jericho. 


60. 

26 And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before the LORD, that riseth 
up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his 
youngest son shall he set up the gates of it. 

27 So the LORD was with Joshua; and his fame was noised throughout all the country. 
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The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER THREE 

Divisions 61-85 


61. 


JOSHUA 7-8 


1 But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of 
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the 
anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel. 

2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east side of Beth-el, 
and spake unto them, saying, Go up and view the country. And the men went up and viewed Ai. 


62. 

3 And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him. Let not all the people go up; but let about two 
or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; and make not all the people to labour thither; for they 
are but few. 

4 So there went up thither of the people about three thousand men: and they fled before the men 
of Ai. 


63. 

5 And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men: for they chased them from before 
the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the going down: wherefore the hearts of the people 
melted, and became as water. 

6 And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face before the ark of the LORD until 

the eventide, he and the elders of Israel, and put dust upon their heads. 

64. 

7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord GOD, wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over 
Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? would to God we had been 
content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan! 

8 O Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies! 

9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall hear of it, and shall environ us 

round, and cut off our name from the earth: and what wilt thou do unto thy great name? 

65. 

10 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore best thou thus upon thy face? 

11 Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for 
they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they 
have put it even among their own stuff. 

12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, blit turned their backs 
before their enemies, because they were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, except ye 
destroy the accursed from among you. 


66 . 

13 Up, sanctify the people, and say. Sanctify yourselves against to morrow: for thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand 
before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among you. 

14 In the morning therefore ye shall be brought according to your tribes: and it shall be, that the 
tribe which the LORD taketh shall come according to the families thereof, and the family which the 
LORD shall take shall come by households; and the household which the LORD shall take shall 
come man by man. 

15 And it shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all 
that he hath: because he hath transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because he hath wrought 
folly in Israel. 
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67 . 

16 So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel by their tribes; and the tribe of 
Judah was taken: 

17 And he brought the family of Judah; and he took the family of the Zarhites: and he brought the 
family of the Zarhites man by man; and Zabdi was taken: 

18 And he brought his household man by man; and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, 
the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 


68 . 

19 And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the LORD God of Israel, and 
make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me. 

20 And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, 
and thus and thus have I done: 

21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of 
silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, 
behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it. 

69. 

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and 
the silver under it. 

23 And they took them out of the midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all 
the children of Israel, and laid them out before the LORD. 

70. 

24 And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the 
garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and 
his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor. 

25 And Joshua said. Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall trouble thee this day. And all 
Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones. 

26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the LORD turned from the 
fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this 
day. 


71. 


JOSHUA 8 


1 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou dismayed: take all the people of war 
with thee, and arise, go up to Ai: see, I have given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, and 
his city, and his land: 

2 And thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto Jericho and her king: only the spoil 
thereof, and the cattle thereof, shall ye take for a prey unto yourselves: lay thee an ambush for the 
city behind it. 


72. 

3 So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against Ai: and Joshua chose out thirty 
thousand mighty men of valour, and sent them away by night. 

4 And he commanded them, saying, Behold, ye shall lie in wait against the city, even behind the 
city: go not very far from the city, but be ye all ready: 

73. 

5 And I, and all the people that are with me, will approach unto the city: and it shall come to 
pass, when they come out against us, as at the first, that we will flee before them, 

6 (For they will come out after us) till we have drawn them from the city; for they will say, They 
flee before us, as at the first: therefore we will flee before them. 

74. 

7 Then ye shall rise up from the ambush, and seize upon the city: for the LORD your God will 
deliver it into your hand. 

8 And it shall be, when ye have taken the city, that ye shall set the city on fire: according to the 
commandment of the LORD shall ye do. See, I have commanded you. 
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75. 

9 Joshua therefore sent them forth: and they went to lie in ambush, and abode between Beth-el 
and Ai, on the west side of Ai: but Joshua lodged that night among the people. 

10 And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and numbered the people, and went up, he and the 
elders of Israel, before the people to Ai. 

11 And all the people, even the people of war that were with him, went up, and drew nigh, and 
came before the city, and pitched on the north side of Ai: 

76. 

now there was a valley between them and Ai. 

12 And he took about five thousand men, and set them to lie in ambush between Beth-el and Ai, 
on the west side of the city. 

13 And when they had set the people, even all the host that was on the north of the city, and their 
liers in wait on the west of the city, Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley. 

77. 

14 And it came to pass, when the king of Ai saw it, that they hasted and rose up early, and the 
men of the city went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, at a time appointed, before 
the plain; but he wist not that there were liers in ambush against him behind the city. 

15 And Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled by the way of the 
wilderness. 

16 And all the people that were in Ai were called together to pursue after them: and they pursued 
after Joshua, and were drawn away from the city. 


78. 

17 And there was not a man left in Ai or Beth-el, that went not out after Israel: and they left the 
city open, and pursued after Israel. 

18 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Stretch out the spear that is in thy hand toward Ai; for I will 
give it into thine hand. And Joshua stretched out the spear that he had in his hand toward the city. 

19 And the ambush arose quickly out of their place, and they ran as soon as he had stretched out 
his hand: and they entered into the city, and took it, and hasted and set the city on fire. 

79. 

20 And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and, behold, the smoke of the city 
ascended up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that way: and the people that fled 
to the wilderness turned back upon the pursuers. 

21 And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city, and that the smoke of 
the city ascended, then they turned again, and slew the men of Ai. 

22 And the other issued out of the city against them; so they were in the midst of Israel, some on 
this side, and some on that side: and they smote them, so that they let none of them remain or 
escape. 


80. 

23 And the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua. 

24 And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the 
field, in the wilderness wherein they chased them, and when they were all fallen on the edge of the 
sword, until they were consumed, that all the Israelites returned unto Ai, and smote it with the edge 
of the sword. 


81. 

25 And so it was, that all that fell that day, both of men and women, were twelve thousand, even 
all the men of Ai. 

26 For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly 
destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. 

27 Only the cattle and the spoil of that city Israel took for a prey unto themselves, according unto 
the word of the LORD which he commanded Joshua. 
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82 . 

28 And Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an heap for ever, even a desolation unto this day. 

29 And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun was down, 
Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase down from the tree, and cast it at the entering 
of the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap of stones, that remaineth unto this day. 

83. 

30 Then Joshua built an altar unto the LORD God of Israel in mount Ebal, 

31 As Moses the servant of the LORD commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the 
book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron: and 
they offered thereon burnt offerings unto the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. 

84. 

32 And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in the 
presence of the children of Israel. 

33 And all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on this side the ark and on 
that side before the priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, as well the 
stranger, as he that was born among them; half of them over against mount Gerizim, and half of 
them over against mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded before, that 
they should bless the people of Israel. 


85. 

34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and cursings, according to all 
that is written in the book of the law. 

35 There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the 
congregation of Israel, with the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant 
among them. 
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The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 86-115 


86 . 


JOSHUA 9-10 


1 And it came to pass, when all the kings which were on this side Jordan, in the hills, and in the 
valleys, and in all the coasts of the great sea over against Lebanon, the Hittite, and the Amorite, the 
Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard thereof, 

2 That they gathered themselves together, to fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one accord. 


87. 

3 And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done unto Jericho and to Ai, 

4 They did work wilily, and went and made as if they had been ambassadors, and took old sacks 
upon their asses, and wine bottles, old, and rent, and bound up; 

5 And old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all the bread of 
their provision was dry and mouldy. 


88 . 

6 And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, 
We be come from a far country: now therefore make ye a league with us. 

7 And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how shall we 
make a league with you? 

8 And they said unto Joshua, We are thy servants. 


89. 

And Joshua said unto them, Who are ye? and from whence come ye? 

9 And they said unto him, From a very far country thy servants are come because of the name of 
the LORD thy God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt, 

10 And all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king of 
Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth. 

90. 

11 Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spake to us, saying, Take victuals 
with you for the journey, and go to meet them, and say unto them, We are your servants: therefore 
now make ye a league with us. 

12 This our bread we took hot for our provision out of our houses on the day we came forth to go 
unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy: 

13 And these bottles of wine, which we filled, were new; and, behold, they be rent: and these our 
garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey. 

91. 

14 And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at the mouth of the LORD. 

15 And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live: and the 
princes of the congregation sware unto them. 

16 And it came to pass at the end of three days after they had made a league with them, that they 
heard that they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt among them. 

92. 

17 And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto their cities on the third day. Now their 
cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim. 

18 And the children of Israel smote them not, because the princes of the congregation had sworn 
unto them by the LORD God of Israel. And all the congregation murmured against the princes. 

93. 

19 But all the princes said unto all the congregation, We have sworn unto them by the LORD 
God of Israel: now therefore we may not touch them. 

20 This we will do to them; we will even let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath 
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which we sware unto them. 

21 And the princes said unto them, Let them live; but let them be hewers of wood and drawers of 
water unto all the congregation; as the princes had promised them. 

94. 

22 And Joshua called for them, and he spake unto them, saying, Wherefore have ye beguiled us, 
saying, We are very far from you; when ye dwell among us? 

23 Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall none of you be freed from being bondmen, and 
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God. 

24 And they answered Joshua, and said, Because it was certainly told thy servants, how that the 
LORD thy God commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the 
inhabitants of the land from before you, therefore we were sore afraid of our lives because of you, 
and have done this thing. 


95. 

25 And now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it seemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us, 
do. 

26 And so did he unto them, and delivered them out of the hand of the children of Israel, that they 
slew them not. 

27 And Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, 
and for the altar of the LORD, even unto this day, in the place which he should choose. 


JOSHUA 10 


96. 

1 Now it came to pass, when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, 
and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had done to Ai and her 
king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among them; 

2 That they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and 
because it was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty. 


97. 

3 Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram 
king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with Joshua 
and with the children of Israel. 


98. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered themselves together, and went up, they 
and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, and made war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand from 
thy servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Amorites that 
dwell in the mountains are gathered together against us. 

99. 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men 
of valour. 

8 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for I have delivered them into thine hand; 
there shall not a man of them stand before thee. 


100 . 

9 Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night. 

10 And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at 
Gibeon, and chased them along the way that goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote them to Azekah, 
and unto Makkedah. 


101 . 

11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Beth- 
horon, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: 
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they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the 
sword. 

12 Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before 
the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, 
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 


102 . 

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon 
their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, 
and hasted not to go down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of 
a man: for the LORD fought for Israel. 


103. 

15 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal. 

16 But these five kings fled, and hid themselves in a cave at Makkedah. 

17 And it was told Joshua, saying, The five kings are found hid in a cave at Makkedah. 

104. 

18 And Joshua said, Roll great stones upon the mouth of the cave, and set men by it for to keep 
them: 

19 And stay ye not, but pursue after your enemies, and smite the hindmost of them; suffer them 
not to enter into their cities: for the LORD your God hath delivered them into your hand. 

105. 

20 And it came to pass, when Joshua and the children of Israel had made an end of slaying them 
with a very great slaughter, till they were consumed, that the rest which remained of them entered 
into fenced cities. 

21 And all the people returned to the camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace: none moved his 
tongue against any of the children of Israel. 


106. 

22 Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings unto me out of 
the cave. 

23 And they did so, and brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave, the king of 
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 

107. 

24 And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called for all 
the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war which went with him. Come near, 
put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their feet upon the necks 
of them. 

25 And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage: for 
thus shall the LORD do to all your enemies against whom ye fight. 

108. 

26 And afterward Joshua smote them, and slew them, and hanged them on five trees: and they 
were hanging upon the trees until the evening. 

27 And it came to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and 
they took them down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they had been hid, and laid 
great stones in the cave's mouth, which remain until this very day. 

109. 

28 And that day Joshua took Makkedah, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king 
thereof he utterly destroyed, them, and all the souls that were therein; he let none remain: and he 
did to the king of Makkedah as he did unto the king of Jericho. 

29 Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, unto Libnah, and fought against 
Libnah: 

30 And the LORD delivered it also, and the king thereof, into the hand of Israel; and he smote it 
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with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein; he let none remain in it; but did unto 
the king thereof as he did unto the king of Jericho. 


110 . 

31 And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, unto Lachish, and encamped against 
it, and fought against it: 

32 And the LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, which took it on the second day, and 
smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein, according to all that he had 
done to Libnah. 


111 . 

33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua smote him and his people, 
until he had left him none remaining. 

34 And from Lachish Joshua passed unto Eglon, and all Israel with him; and they encamped 
against it, and fought against it: 

35 And they took it on that day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that 
were therein he utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to Lachish. 

112 . 

36 And Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, unto Hebron; and they fought against 
it: 

37 And they took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof, and all the 
cities thereof, and all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining, according to all that he 
had done to Eglon; but destroyed it utterly, and all the souls that were therein. 

113. 

38 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; and fought against it: 

39 And he took it, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof; and they smote them with the 
edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining: as 
he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to the king thereof; as he had done also to Libnah, 
and to her king. 


114. 

40 So Joshua smote all the country of the hills, and of the south, and of the vale, and of the 
springs, and all their kings: he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the 
LORD God of Israel commanded. 

41 And Joshua smote them from Kadesh-barnea even unto Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, 
even unto Gibeon. 


115. 

42 And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one time, because the LORD God of 
Israel fought for Israel. 

43 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal. 
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The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Divisions 116-140 


116. 


JOSHUA 11-12 


1 And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor had heard those things, that he sent to Jobab 
king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, 

2 And to the kings that were on the north of the mountains, and of the plains south of Chinneroth, 
and in the valley, and in the borders of Dor on the west, 

3 And to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and to the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the 
Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the mountains, and to the Hivite under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh. 


117. 

4 And they went out, they and all their hosts with them, much people, even as the sand that is 
upon the sea shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very many. 

5 And when all these kings were met together, they came and pitched together at the waters of 
Merom, to fight against Israel. 


118. 

6 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Be not afraid because of them: for to morrow about this time 
will I deliver them up all slain before Israel: thou shalt hough their horses, and bum their chariots 
with fire. 

7 So Joshua came, and all the people of war with him, against them by the waters of Merom 
suddenly; and they fell upon them. 


119. 

8 And the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, who smote them, and chased them unto 
great Zidon, and unto Misrephoth-maim, and unto the valley of Mizpeh eastward; and they smote 
them, until they left them none remaining. 

9 And Joshua did unto them as the LORD bade him: he houghed their horses, and burnt their 
chariots with fire. 


120 . 

10 And Joshua at that time turned back, and took Hazor, and smote the king thereof with the 
sword: for Hazor beforetime was the head of all those kingdoms. 

11 And they smote all the souls that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying 
them: there was not any left to breathe: and he burnt Hazor with fire. 

121 . 

12 And all the cities of those kings, and all the kings of them, did Joshua take, and smote them 
with the edge of the sword, and he utterly destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the LORD 
commanded. 

13 But as for the cities that stood still in their strength, Israel burned none of them, save Hazor 
only; that did Joshua burn. 


122 . 

14 And all the spoil of these cities, and the cattle, the children of Israel took for a prey unto 
themselves; but every man they smote with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed them, 
neither left they any to breathe. 

15 As the LORD commanded Moses his servant, so did Moses command Joshua, and so did 
Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the LORD commanded Moses. 

123. 

16 So Joshua took all that land, the hills, and all the south country, and all the land of Goshen, 
and the valley, and the plain, and the mountain of Israel, and the valley of the same; 

17 Even from the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley of 
Lebanon under mount Hermon: and all their kings he took, and smote them, and slew them. 
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124 . 

18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 

19 There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, save the Hivites the 
inhabitants of Gibeon: all other they took in battle. 

20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, 
that he might destroy them utterly, and that they might have no favour, but that he might destroy 
them, as the LORD commanded Moses. 


125. 

21 And at that time came Joshua, and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, 
from Dcbir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel: 
Joshua destroyed them utterly with their cities. 

22 There was none of the Anakims left in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, 
and in Ashdod, there remained. 

23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD said unto Moses; and Joshua 
gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And the land rested 
from war. 


JOSHUA 12 


126. 

1 Now these are the kings of the land, which the children of Israel smote, and possessed their 
land on the other side Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the river Arnon unto mount 
Hermon, and all the plain on the east: 

2 Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer, which is upon the 
bank of the river Arnon, and from the middle of the river, and from half Gilead, even unto the river 
Jabbok, which is the border of the children of Ammon; 


127. 

3 And from the plain to the sea of Chinneroth on the east, and unto the sea of the plain, even the 
salt sea on the east, the way to Beth-jeshimoth; and from the south, under Ashdoth-pisgah: 

4 And the coast of Og king of Bashan, which was of the remnant of the giants, that dwelt at 
Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 

5 And reigned in mount Hermon, and in Salcah, and in all Bashan, unto the border of the 
Geshurites and the Maachathites, and half Gilead, the border of Sihon king of Heshbon. 

128. 

6 Them did Moses the servant of the LORD and the children of Israel smite: and Moses the 
servant of the LORD gave it for a possession unto the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh. 


129. 

7 And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel smote on this 
side Jordan on the west, from Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon even unto the mount Halak, that 
goeth up to Seir; which Joshua gave unto the tribes of Israel for a possession according to their 
divisions; 


130. 

8 In the mountains, and in the valleys, and in the plains, and in the springs, and in the wilderness, 
and in the south country; 

the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: 

9 The king of Jericho, one; 


131. 

the king of Ai, which is beside Beth-el, one; 

10 The king of Jerusalem, one; 
the king of Hebron, one; 


298 



132. 

11 The king of Jarmuth, one; 

the king of Lachish, one; 

12 The king of Eglon, one; 

133. 

the king of Gezer, one; 

13 The king of Debir, one; 
the king of Geder, one; 

134. 

14 The king of Hormah, one; 
the king of Arad, one; 

15 The king of Libnah, one; 

135. 

the king of Adullam, one; 

16 The king of Makkedah, one; 
the king of Beth-el, one; 

136. 

17 The king ofTappuah, one; 
the king of Hcpher, one; 

18 The king of Aphek, one; 

137. 

the king of Lasharon, one; 

19 The king of Madon, one; 
the king of Hazor, one; 

138. 

20 The king of Shimron-meron, one; 
the king of Achshaph, one; 

21 The king ofTaanach, one; 


139. 

the king of Megiddo, one; 

22 The king of Kedesh, one; 

the king of Jokneam of Carmel, one; 


140. 

23 The king of Dor in the coast of Dor, one; 
the king of the nations of Gilgal, one; 

24 The king of Tirzah, one: 

all the kings thirty and one. 
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The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER SIX 
Divisions 141-165 


141. 


JOSHUA 13-14 


1 Now Joshua was old and stricken in years; and the LORD said unto him, Thou art old and 
stricken in years, and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed. 

2 This is the land that yet remaineth: 


142. 

all the borders of the Philistines, and all Geshuri, 

3 From Sihor, which is before Egypt, even unto the borders of Ekron northward, which is counted 
to the Canaanite: five lords of the Philistines; the Gazathites, and the Ashdothites, the Eshkalonites, 
the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites: 


143. 

4 From the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that is beside the Sidonians, unto 
Aphek, to the borders of the Amorites: 

5 And the land of the Giblites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrising, from Baal-gad under mount 
Hermon unto the entering into Hamath. 


144. 

6 All the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon unto Misrephoth-maim, and all the 
Sidonians, them will I drive out from before the children of Israel: only divide thou it by lot unto 
the Israelites for an inheritance, as I have commanded thee. 

145. 

7 Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance unto the nine tribes, and the half tribe of 
Manasseh, 

8 With whom the Reubenites and the Gadites have received their inheritance, which Moses gave 
them, beyond Jordan eastward, even as Moses the servant of the LORD gave them; 

146. 

9 From Aroer, that is upon the bank of the river Arnon, and the city that is in the midst of the 
river, and all the plain of Medeba unto Dibon; 

10 And all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, which reigned in Heshbon, unto the border of 
the children of Ammon; 


147. 

11 And Gilead, and the border of the Geshurites and Maachathites, and all mount Hermon, and 
all Bashan unto Salcah; 

12 All the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei, who remained of 
the remnant of the giants: for these did Moses smite, and cast them out. 

148. 

13 Nevertheless the children of Israel expelled not the Geshurites, nor the Maachathites: but the 
Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this day. 

14 Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none inheritance; the sacrifices of the LORD God of Israel 
made by fire are their inheritance, as he said unto them. 

149. 

15 And Moses gave unto the tribe of the children of Reuben inheritance according to their 
families. 

16 And their coast was from Aroer, that is on the bank of the river Arnon, and the city that is in 
the midst of the river, and all the plain by Medeba; 
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150. 

17 Heshbon, and all her cities that are in the plain; Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, and Beth-baal- 
meon, 

18 And Jahazah, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath, 

19 And Kirjathaim, and Sibmah, and Zareth-shahar in the mount of the valley, 

151. 

20 And Beth-peor, and Ashdoth-pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth, 

21 And all the cities of the plain, and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, which 
reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses smote with the princes of Midian, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and 
Hur, and Reba, which were dukes of Sihon, dwelling in the country. 

152. 

22 Balaam also the son of Beor, the soothsayer, did the children of Israel slay with the sword 
among them that were slain by them. 

23 And the border of the children of Reuben was Jordan, and the border thereof. This was the 
inheritance of the children of Reuben after their families, the cities and the villages thereof. 

153. 

24 And Moses gave inheritance unto the tribe of Gad, even unto the children of Gad according to 
their families. 

25 And their coast was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the children of 
Ammon, unto Aroer that is before Rabbah; 

26 And from Heshbon unto Ramath-mizpeh, and Betonim; and from Mahanaim unto the border 
of Debir; 


154. 

27 And in the valley, Beth-aram, and Beth-nimrah, and Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the 
kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, Jordan and his border, even unto the edge of the sea of 
Chinnereth on the other side Jordan eastward. 

28 This is the inheritance of the children of Gad after their families, the cities, and their villages. 

155. 

29 And Moses gave inheritance unto the half tribe of Manasseh: and this was the possession of 
the half tribe of the children of Manasseh by their families. 

30 And their coast was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and 
all the towns of Jair, which are in Bashan, threescore cities: 

156. 

31 And half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were 
pertaining unto the children of Machir the son of Manasseh, even to the one half of the children of 
Machir by their families. 


157. 

32 These are the countries which Moses did distribute for inheritance in the plains of Moab, on 
the other side Jordan, by Jericho, eastward. 

33 But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not any inheritance: the LORD God of Israel was their 
inheritance, as he said unto them. 
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JOSHUA 14 


158 . 

1 And these are the countries which the children of Israel inherited in the land of Canaan, which 
Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the 
children of Israel, distributed for inheritance to them. 

2 By lot was their inheritance, as the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses, for the nine 
tribes, and for the half tribe. 


159. 

3 For Moses had given the inheritance of two tribes and an half tribe on the other side Jordan: but 
unto the Levites he gave none inheritance among them. 

4 For the children of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim: therefore they gave no part 
unto the Levites in the land, save cities to dwell in, with their suburbs for their cattle and for their 
substance. 


160. 

5 As the LORD commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did, and they divided the land. 

6 Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the 
Kenezite said unto him, 


161 . 

Thou knowest the thing that the LORD said unto Moses the man of God concerning me and thee 
in Kadesh-barnea. 

7 Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh-barnea to 
espy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart. 

162. 

8 Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the heart of the people melt: but I wholly 
followed the LORD my God. 

9 And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be 
thine inheritance, and thy children's for ever, because thou hast wholly followed the LORD my 
God. 


163. 

10 And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even 
since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the 
wilderness: 

and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old. 

11 As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, 
even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in. 

164. 

12 Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the LORD spake in that day; for thou heardest 
in that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and fenced: if so be the 
LORD will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the LORD said. 

13 And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance. 

165. 

14 Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this 
day, because that he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel. 

15 And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-arba; which Arba was a great man among the 
Anakims. And the land had rest from war. 
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The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
Divisions 166-200 


166. 


JOSHUA 15-17 


1 This then was the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah by their families; even to the border of 
Edom the wilderness of Zin southward was the uttermost part of the south coast. 

2 And their south border was from the shore of the salt sea, from the bay that looketh southward: 


167. 

3 And it went out to the south side to Maaleh-acrabbim, and passed along to Zin, and ascended 
up on the south side unto Kadesh-barnea, and passed along to Hezron, and went up to Adar, and 
fetched a compass to Karkaa: 

4 From thence it passed toward Azmon, and went out unto the river of Egypt; and the goings out 
of that coast were at the sea: this shall be your south coast. 


168. 

5 And the east border was the salt sea, even unto the end of Jordan. And their border in the north 
quarter was from the bay of the sea at the uttermost part of Jordan: 

6 And the border went up to Beth-hogla, and passed along by the north of Beth-arabah; and the 
border went up to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben: 


169. 

7 And the border went up toward Debir from the valley of Achor, and so northward, looking 
toward Gilgal, that is before the going up to Adummim, which is on the south side of the river: and 
the border passed toward the waters of En-shemesh, and the goings out thereof were at En-rogel: 

8 And the border went up by the valley of the son of Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; 
the same is Jerusalem: and the border went up to the top of the mountain that lieth before the valley 
of Hinnom westward, which is at the end of the valley of the giants northward: 


170. 

9 And the border was drawn from the top of the hill unto the fountain of the water of Nephtoah, 
and went out to the cities of mount Ephron; and the border was drawn to Baalah, which is Kirjath- 
jearim: 

10 And the border compassed from Baalah westward unto mount Seir, and passed along unto the 
side of mount Jearim, which is Chesalon, on the north side, and went down to Beth-shemesh, and 
passed on to Timnah: 


171. 

11 And the border went out unto the side of Ekron northward: and the border was drawn to 
Shicron, and passed along to mount Baalah, and went out unto Jabneel; and the goings out of the 
border were at the sea. 

12 And the west border was to the great sea, and the coast thereof. This is the coast of the 
children of Judah round about according to their families. 

172. 

13 And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a part among the children of Judah, according 
to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua, even the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city 
is Hebron. 

14 And Caleb drove thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the 
children of Anak. 


173. 

15 And he went up thence to the inhabitants of Debir: and the name of Debir before was Kirjath- 
sepher. 

16 And Caleb said. He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will 1 give Achsah my 
daughter to wife. 
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174. 

17 And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave him Achsah his 
daughter to wife. 

18 And it came to pass, as she came unto him , that she moved him to ask of her father a field: and 
she lighted off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wouldest thou? 

19 Who answered, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs 
of water. And he gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs. 

175. 

20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families. 

21 And the uttermost cities of the tribe of the children of Judah toward the coast of Edom 
southward were Kabzeel, and Eder, and Jagur, 

22 And Kinah, and Dimonah, and Adadah, 

23 And Kedesh, and Hazor, and Ithnan, 

24 Ziph, and Telem, and Bcaloth, 

176. 

25 And Hazor, Hadattah, and Kerioth, and Hezron, which is Hazor, 

26 Amam, and Shema, and Moladah, 

27 And Hazar-gaddah, and Heshmon, and Beth-palet, 

28 And Hazar-shual, and Beer-sheba, and Bizjothjah, 

177. 

29 Baalah, and Iim, and Azem, 

30 And Eltolad, and Chesil, and Hormah, 

31 And Ziklag, and Madmannah, and Sansannah, 

32 And Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and Rimmon: all the cities are twenty and nine, with their 
villages: 

178. 

33 And in the valley, Eshtaol, and Zoreah, and Ashnah, 

34 And Zanoah, and En-gannim, Tappuah, and Enam, 

35 Jarmuth, and Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah, 

36 And Sharaim, and Adithaim, and Gederah, and Gederothaim; fourteen cities with their 
villages: 


179. 

37 Zenan, and Hadashah, and Migdal-gad, 

38 And Dilean, and Mizpeh, and Joktheel, 

39 Lachish, and Bozkath, and Eglon, 

40 And Cabbon, and Lahmam, and Kithlish, 

41 And Gederoth, Beth-dagon, and Naamah, andMakkedah; sixteen cities with their villages: 

180. 

42 Libnah, and Ether, and Ashan, 

43 And Jiphtah, and Ashnah, and Nezib, 

44 And Keilah, and Achzib, and Mareshah; nine cities with their villages: 

45 Ekron, with her towns and her villages: 

46 From Ekron even unto the sea, all that lay near Ashdod, with their villages: 

181. 

47 Ashdod with her towns and her villages, Gaza with her towns and her villages, unto the river 
of Egypt, and the great sea, and the border thereof. 

48 And in the mountains, Shamir, and Jattir, and Socoh, 

49 And Dannah, and Kirjath-sannah, which is Debir, 


304 



50 And Anab, and Eshtemoh, and Anim, 

51 And Goshen, and Holon, and Giloh; eleven cities with their villages: 

182. 

52 Arab, and Dumah, and Eshean, 

53 And Janum, and Beth-tappuah, and Aphekah, 

54 And Humtah, and Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, and Zior; nine cities with their villages: 

183. 

55 Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and Juttah, 

56 And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zanoah, 

57 Cain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten cities with their villages: 

184. 

58 Halhul, Beth-zur, and Gedor, 

59 And Maarath, and Beth-anoth, and Eltekon; six cities with their villages: 

60 Kirjath-baal, which is Kirjath-jearim, and Rabbah; two cities with their villages: 

185. 

61 In the wilderness, Beth-arabah, Middin, and Secacah, 

62 And Nibshan, and the city of Salt, and En-gedi; six cities with their villages. 

63 As for the Jcbusites the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not drive them 
out: but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem unto this day. 


186. 


JOSHUA 16 


1 And the lot of the children of Joseph fell from Jordan by Jericho, unto the water of Jericho on 
the east, to the wilderness that goeth up from Jericho throughout mount Beth-el, 

2 And goeth out from Beth-el to Luz, and passeth along unto the borders of Archi to Ataroth, 

3 And goeth down westward to the coast of Japhleti, unto the coast of Beth-horon the nether, and 
to Gezer: and the goings out thereof are at the sea. 


187. 

4 So the children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance. 

5 And the border of the children of Ephraim according to their families was thus: even the border 
of their inheritance on the east side was Ataroth-addar, unto Beth-horon the upper; 


188. 

6 And the border went out toward the sea to Michmethah on the north side; and the border went 
about eastward unto Taanath-shiloh, and passed by it on the east to Janohah; 

7 And it went down from Janohah to Ataroth, and to Naarath, and came to Jericho, and went out 
at Jordan. 

8 The border went out from Tappuah westward unto the river Kanah; and the goings out thereof 
were at the sea. 


189. 

This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Ephraim by their families. 

9 And the separate cities for the children of Ephraim were among the inheritance of the children 
of Manasseh, all the cities with their villages. 

10 And they drave not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer: but the Canaanites dwell among 
the Ephraimites unto this day, and serve under tribute. 


JOSHUA 17 


190. 

1 There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh; for he was the firstborn of Joseph; to wit, for 
Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead: because he was a man of war, therefore he 
had Gilead and Bashan. 
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191. 

2 There was also a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh by their families; for the children 
of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek, and for the children of Asriel, and for the children of 
Shechem, and for the children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these were the male 
children of Manasseh the son of Joseph by their families. 

192. 

3 But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, 
had no sons, but daughters: and these are the names of his daughters, Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, 
Milcah, and Tirzah. 

4 And they came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the 
princes, saying, The LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brethren. 
Therefore according to the commandment of the LORD he gave them an inheritance among the 
brethren of their father. 


193. 

5 And there fell ten portions to Manasseh, beside the land of Gilead and Bashan, which were on 
the other side Jordan; 

6 Because the daughters of Manasseh had an inheritance among his sons: and the rest of 
Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead. 

7 And the coast of Manasseh was from Asher to Michmethah, that lieth before Shechem; and the 
border went along on the right hand unto the inhabitants of En-tappuah. 

194. 

8 Now Manasseh had the land of Tappuah: but Tappuah on the border of Manasseh belonged to 
the children of Ephraim; 

9 And the coast descended unto the river Kanah, southward of the river: these cities of Ephraim 
are among the cities of Manasseh: the coast of Manasseh also was on the north side of the river, 
and the outgoings of it were at the sea: 

10 Southward it was Ephraim's, and northward it was Manasseh's, and the sea is his border; and 
they met together in Asher on the north, and in Issachar on the east. 

195. 

11 And Manasseh had in Issachar and in Asher Beth-shean and her towns, and Ibleam and her 
towns, and the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, and the inhabitants of En-dor and her towns, and 
the inhabitants of Taanach and her towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns, even three 
countries. 


196. 

12 Yet the children of Manasseh could not drive out the inhabitants of those cities; but the 
Canaanites would dwell in that land. 

13 Yet it came to pass, when the children of Israel were waxen strong, that they put the 
Canaanites to tribute; but did not utterly drive them out. 

197. 

14 And the children of Joseph spake unto Joshua, saying, Why hast thou given me but one lot and 
one portion to inherit, seeing I am a great people, forasmuch as the LORD hath blessed me 
hitherto? 


198. 

15 And Joshua answered them. If thou be a great people, then get thee up to the wood country, 
and cut down for thyself there in the land of the Perizzites and of the giants, if mount Ephraim be 
too narrow for thee. 


199. 

16 And the children of Joseph said, The hill is not enough for us: and all the Canaanites that 
dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, both they who are of Beth-shean and her 
towns, and they who are of the valley of Jezreel. 
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200 . 

17 And Joshua spake unto the house of Joseph, even to Ephraim and to Manasseh, saying, Thou 
art a great people, and hast great power: thou shalt not have one lot only : 

18 But the mountain shall be thine; for it is a wood, and thou shalt cut it down: and the outgoings 
of it shall be thine: for thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots, and 
though they be strong. 


The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
Divisions 201-230 


201 . 


JOSHUA 18-19 


1 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up 
the tabernacle of the congregation there. And the land was subdued before them. 

2 And there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes, which had not yet received their 
inheritance. 


202 . 

3 And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, How long are ye slack to go to possess the land, 
which the LORD God of your fathers hath given you? 

4 Give out from among you three men for each tribe: and I will send them, and they shall rise, 
and go through the land, and describe it according to the inheritance of them; and they shall come 
again to me. 

5 And they shall divide it into seven parts: Judah shall abide in their coast on the south, and the 
house of Joseph shall abide in their coasts on the north. 

203. 

6 Ye shall therefore describe the land into seven parts, and bring the description hither to me, that 
I may cast lots for you here before the LORD our God. 

7 But the Levites have no part among you; for the priesthood of the LORD is their inheritance: 
and Gad, and Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh, have received their inheritance beyond 
Jordan on the east, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave them. 

204. 

8 And the men arose, and went away: and Joshua charged them that went to describe the land, 
saying, Go and walk through the land, and describe it, and come again to me, that I may here cast 
lots for you before the LORD in Shiloh. 

9 And the men went and passed through the land, and described it by cities into seven parts in a 
book, and came again to Joshua to the host at Shiloh. 

10 And Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the LORD: and there Joshua divided the land 
unto the children of Israel according to their divisions. 

205. 

11 And the lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up according to their families: and 
the coast of their lot came forth between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph. 

12 And their border on the north side was from Jordan; and the border went up to the side of 
Jericho on the north side, and went up through the mountains westward; and the goings out thereof 
were at the wilderness of Beth-aven. 

13 And the border went over from thence toward Luz, to the side of Luz, which is Beth-el, 
southward; and the border descended to Ataroth-adar, near the hill that lieth on the south side of the 
nether Beth-horon. 

206. 

14 And the border was drawn thence, and compassed the comer of the sea southward, from the 
hill that lieth before Beth-horon southward; and the goings out thereof were at Kirjath-baal, which 
is Kirjath-jearim, a city of the children of Judah: this was the west quarter. 

15 And the south quarter was from the end of Kirjath-jearim, and the border went out on the 
west, and went out to the well of waters of Nephtoah: 
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207 . 

16 And the border came down to the end of the mountain that lieth before the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, and which is in the valley of the giants on the north, and descended to the valley of 
Hinnom, to the side of Jebusi on the south, and descended to En-rogel, 

17 And was drawn from the north, and went forth to En-shemesh, and went forth toward 
Geliloth, which is over against the going up of Adummim, and descended to the stone of Bohan the 
son of Reuben, 


208. 

18 And passed along toward the side over against Arabah northward, and went down unto 
Arabah: 

19 And the border passed along to the side of Beth-hoglah northward: and the outgoings of the 
border were at the north bay of the salt sea at the south end of Jordan: this was the south coast. 

20 And Jordan was the border of it on the east side. This was the inheritance of the children of 
Benjamin, by the coasts thereof round about, according to their families. 

209. 

21 Now the cities of the tribe of the children of Benjamin according to their families were 
Jericho, and Beth-hoglah, and the valley of Keziz, 

22 And Beth-arabah, and Zemaraim, and Beth-el, 

23 And Avim, and Parah, and Ophrah, 

24 And Chephar-haammonai, and Ophni, and Gaba; twelve cities with their villages: 


210 . 

25 Gibeon, and Ramah, and Beeroth, 

26 And Mizpeh, and Chephirah, and Mozah, 

27 And Rckem, and Irpeel, and Taralah, 

28 And Zelah, Eleph, and Jebusi, which is Jerusalem, Gibeath, and Kirjath; fourteen cities with 
their villages. This is the inheritance of the children of Benjamin according to their families. 


JOSHUA 19 


211 . 

1 And the second lot came forth to Simeon, even for the tribe of the children of Simeon according 
to their families: and their inheritance was within the inheritance of the children of Judah. 


2 And they had in their inheritance Beer-sheba, or Sheba, and Moladah, 

3 And Hazar-shual, and Balah, and Azem, 

212 . 

4 And Eltolad, and Bethul, and Hormah, 

5 And Ziklag, and Beth-marcaboth, and Hazar-susah, 

6 And Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhen; thirteen cities and their villages: 

213. 

7 Ain, Remmon, and Ether, and Ashan; four cities and their villages: 

8 And all the villages that were round about these cities to Baalath-beer, Ramath of the south. 

This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families. 

214. 

9 Out of the portion of the children of Judah was the inheritance of the children of Simeon: for 
the part of the children of Judah was too much for them: therefore the children of Simeon had their 
inheritance within the inheritance of them. 


215. 

10 And the third lot came up for the children of Zebulun according to their families: and the 
border of their inheritance was unto Sarid: 

11 And their border went up toward the sea, and Maralah, and reached to Dabbasheth, and 
reached to the river that is before Jokneam; 
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216 . 

12 And turned from Sarid eastward toward the sunrising unto the border of Chisloth-tabor, and 
then goeth out to Daberath, and goeth up to Japhia, 

13 And from thence passeth on along on the east to Gittah-hepher, to Ittah-kazin, and goeth out to 
Remmon-methoar to Neah; 


217. 

14 And the border compasseth it on the north side to Hannathon: and the outgoings thereof are in 
the valley of Jiphthah-el: 

15 And Kattath, and Nahallal, and Shimron, and Idalah, and Beth-lehem: twelve cities with their 
villages. 

16 This is the inheritance of the children of Zebulun according to their families, these cities with 
their villages. 


218. 

17 And the fourth lot came out to Issachar, for the children of Issachar according to their families. 

18 And their border was toward Jezreel, and Chesulloth, and Shunem, 

19 And Haphraim, and Shion, and Anaharath, 

20 And Rabbith, and Kishion, and Abez, 


219. 

21 And Remeth, and En-gannim, and En-haddah, and Beth-pazzez; 

22 And the coast reacheth to Tabor, and Shahazimah, and Beth-shemesh; and the outgoings of 
their border were at Jordan: sixteen cities with their villages. 

23 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar according to their families, the 
cities and their villages. 


220 . 

24 And the fifth lot came out for the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families. 

25 And their border was Hclkath, and Hali, and Beten, and Achshaph, 

26 And Alammelech, and Amad, and Misheal; and reacheth to Carmel westward, and to Shihor- 
libnath; 


221 . 

27 And turneth toward the sunrising to Beth-dagon, and reacheth to Zebulun, and to the valley of 
Jiphthah-el toward the north side of Beth-emek, and Neiel, and goeth out to Cabul on the left hand, 

28 And Hebron, and Rehob, and Hammon, and Kanah, even unto great Zidon; 

222 . 

29 And then the coast turneth to Ramah, and to the strong city Tyre; and the coast turneth to 
Hosah; and the outgoings thereof are at the sea from the coast to Achzib: 

30 Ummah also, and Aphek, and Rehob: twenty and two cities with their villages. 

31 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families, these 
cities with their villages. 


223. 

32 The sixth lot came out to the children of Naphtali, even for the children of Naphtali according 
to their families. 

33 And their coast was from Heleph, from Allon to Zaanannim, and Adami, Nekeb, and Jabneel, 
unto Lakum; and the outgoings thereof were at Jordan: 

34 And then the coast turneth westward to Aznoth-tabor, and goeth out from thence to Hukkok, 
and reacheth to Zebulun on the south side, and reacheth to Asher on the west side, and to Judah 
upon Jordan toward the sunrising. 

224. 

35 And the fenced cities are Ziddim, Zer, and Hammath, Rakkath, and Chinnereth, 

36 And Adamah, and Ramah, and Hazor, 

37 And Kedesh, and Edrei, and En-hazor, 
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225 . 

38 And Iron, and Migdal-el, Horem, and Beth-anath, and Beth-shemesh; nineteen cities with their 
villages. 

39 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Naphtali according to their families, the 
cities and their villages. 


226. 

40 And the seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families. 

41 And the coast of their inheritance was Zorah, and Eshtaol, and Ir-shemesh, 

42 And Shaalabbin, and Ajalon, and Jethlah, 


227. 

43 And Elon, and Thimnathah, and Ekron, 

44 And Eltekeh, and Gibbethon, and Baalath, 

45 And Jehud, and Bene-berak, and Gath-rimmon, 

46 And Me-jarkon, and Rakkon, with the border before Japho. 

228. 

47 And the coast of the children of Dan went out too little for them: therefore the children of Dan 
went up to fight against Leshem, and took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and 
possessed it, and dwelt therein, and called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father. 

48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families, these 
cities with their villages. 


229. 

49 When they had made an end of dividing the land for inheritance by their coasts, the children 
of Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua the son of Nun among them: 

50 According to the word of the LORD they gave him the city which he asked, even Timnath- 
serah in mount Ephraim: and he built the city, and dwelt therein. 

230. 

51 These are the inheritances, which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads 
of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel, divided for an inheritance by lot in Shiloh 
before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. So they made an end of 
dividing the country. 
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The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER NINE 
Divisions 231-255 


231. 


JOSHUA 20-21 


1 The LORD also spake unto Joshua, saying, 

2 Speak to the children of Israel, saying, Appoint out for you cities of refuge, whereof I spake 
unto you by the hand of Moses: 

3 That the slayer that killeth any person unawares and unwittingly may flee thither: and they 
shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood. 


232. 

4 And when he that doth flee unto one of those cities shall stand at the entering of the gate of the 
city, and shall declare his cause in the ears of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the city 
unto them, and give him a place, that he may dwell among them. 

5 And if the avenger of blood pursue after him, then they shall not deliver the slayer up into his 
hand; because he smote his neighbour unwittingly, and hated him not beforetime. 

233. 

6 And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand before the congregation for judgment, and until 
the death of the high priest that shall be in those days: then shall the slayer return, and come unto 
his own city, and unto his own house, unto the city from whence he fled. 

234. 

7 And they appointed Kedesh in Galilee in mount Naphtali, and Shechem in mount Ephraim, and 
Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, in the mountain of Judah. 

8 And on the other side Jordan by Jericho eastward, they assigned Bezel' in the wilderness upon 
the plain out of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in 
Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh. 


235. 

9 These were the cities appointed for all the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth 
among them, that whosoever killeth any person at unawares might flee thither, and not die by the 
hand of the avenger of blood, until he stood before the congregation. 


236. 


JOSHUA 21 


1 Then came near the heads of the fathers of the Levites unto Eleazar the priest, and unto Joshua 
the son of Nun, and unto the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel; 

2 And they spake unto them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, The LORD commanded by 
the hand of Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with the suburbs thereof for our cattle. 


237. 

3 And the children of Israel gave unto the Levites out of their inheritance, at the commandment 
of the LORD, these cities and their suburbs. 

4 And the lot came out for the families of the Kohathites: and the children of Aaron the priest, 
which were of the Levites, had by lot out of the tribe of Judah, and out of the tribe of Simeon, and 
out of the tribe of Benjamin, thirteen cities. 


238. 

5 And the rest of the children of Kohath had by lot out of the families of the tribe of Ephraim, 
and out of the tribe of Dan, and out of the half tribe of Manasseh, ten cities. 

6 And the children of Gershon had by lot out of the families of the tribe of Issachar, and out of 
the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the half tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, 
thirteen cities. 
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239 . 

7 The children of Merari by their families had out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe of 
Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. 

8 And the children of Israel gave by lot unto the Levites these cities with their suburbs, as the 
LORD commanded by the hand of Moses. 


240. 

9 And they gave out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out of the tribe of the children of 
Simeon, these cities which are here mentioned by name, 

10 Which the children of Aaron, being of the families of the Kohathites, who were of the children 
of Levi, had: for their's was the first lot. 


241. 

11 And they gave them the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron, in the hill 
country of Judah, with the suburbs thereof round about it. 

12 But the fields of the city, and the villages thereof, gave they to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for 
his possession. 


242. 

13 Thus they gave to the children of Aaron the priest Hebron with her suburbs, to be a city of 
refuge for the slayer; and Libnah with her suburbs, 

14 And Jattir with her suburbs, and Eshtemoa with her suburbs, 

243. 

15 And Holon with her suburbs, and Debir with her suburbs, 

16 And Ain with her suburbs, and Juttah with her suburbs, and Beth-shemesh with her suburbs; 
nine cities out of those two tribes. 

244. 

17 And out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with her suburbs, Geba with her suburbs, 

18 Anathoth with her suburbs, and Almon with her suburbs; four cities. 

19 All the cities of the children of Aaron, the priests, were thirteen cities with their suburbs. 

245. 

20 And the families of the children of Kohath, the Levites which remained of the children of 
Kohath, even they had the cities of their lot out of the tribe of Ephraim. 

21 For they gave them Shechem with her suburbs in mount Ephraim, to be a city of refuge for the 
slayer; and Gezer with her suburbs, 

22 And Kibzaim with her suburbs, and Beth-horon with her suburbs; four cities. 

246. 

23 And out of the tribe of Dan, Eltekch with her suburbs, Gibbethon with her suburbs, 

24 Aijalon with her suburbs, Gath-rimmon with her suburbs; four cities. 

25 And out of the half tribe of Manasseh, Tanach with her suburbs, and Gath-rimmon with her 
suburbs; two cities. 

26 All the cities were ten with their suburbs for the families of the children of Kohath that 
remained. 


247. 

27 And unto the children of Gershon, of the families of the Levites, out of the other half tribe of 
Manasseh they gave Golan in Bashan with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and 
Beesh-terah with her suburbs; two cities. 

248. 

28 And out of the tribe of Issachar, Kishon with her suburbs, Dabareh with her suburbs, 

29 Jarmuth with her suburbs, En-gannim with her suburbs; four cities. 

249. 

30 And out of the tribe of Asher, Mishal with her suburbs, Abdon with her suburbs, 

31 Helkath with her suburbs, and Rehob with her suburbs; four cities. 
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250 . 

32 And out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for 
the slayer; and Hammoth-dor with her suburbs, and Kartan with her suburbs; three cities. 

33 All the cities of the Gershonites according to their families were thirteen cities with their 
suburbs. 


251. 

34 And unto the families of the children of Merari, the rest of the Levites, out of the tribe of 
Zebulun, Jokneam with her suburbs, and Kartah with her suburbs, 

35 Dimnah with her suburbs, Nahalal with her suburbs; four cities. 

252. 

36 And out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezel' with her suburbs, and Jahazah with her suburbs, 

37 Kedemoth with her suburbs, and Mephaath with her suburbs; four cities. 

253. 

38 And out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the 
slayer; and Mahanaim with her suburbs, 

39 Heshbon with her suburbs, Jazer with her suburbs; four cities in all. 

40 So all the cities for the children of Merari by their families, which were remaining of the 
families of the Levites, were by their lot twelve cities. 

254. 

41 All the cities of the Levites within the possession of the children of Israel were forty and eight 
cities with their suburbs. 

42 These cities were every one with their suburbs round about them: thus were all these cities. 

43 And the LORD gave unto Israel all the land which he sware to give unto their fathers; and 
they possessed it, and dwelt therein. 


255. 

44 And the LORD gave them rest round about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers: 
and there stood not a man of all their enemies before them; the LORD delivered all their enemies 
into their hand. 

45 There failed not ought of any good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the house of 
Israel; all came to pass. 


The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER TEN 
Divisions 256-275 


JOSHUA 22 


256. 

1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, 

2 And said unto them, Ye have kept all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, and 
have obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you: 


257. 

3 Ye have not left your brethren these many days unto this day, but have kept the charge of the 
commandment of the LORD your God. 

4 And now the LORD your God hath given rest unto your brethren, as he promised them: 
therefore now return ye, and get you unto your tents, and unto the land of your possession, which 
Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the other side Jordan. 

258. 

5 But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which Moses the servant of the 
LORD charged you, to love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his 
commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul. 

6 So Joshua blessed them, and sent them away: and they went unto their tents. 
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259. 

7 Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh Moses had given possession in Bashan: but unto 
the other half thereof gave Joshua among their brethren on this side Jordan westward. 

260. 

And when Joshua sent them away also unto their tents, then he blessed them, 

8 And he spake unto them, saying, 

Return with much riches unto your tents, and with very much cattle, with silver, and with gold, 
and with brass, and with iron, and with very much raiment: divide the spoil of your enemies with 
your brethren. 


261. 

9 And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh returned, 
and departed from the children of Israel out of Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go unto 
the country of Gilead, to the land of their possession, whereof they were possessed, according to 
the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses. 

10 And when they came unto the borders of Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan, the children of 
Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by Jordan, a 
great altar to see to. 


262. 

11 And the children of Israel heard say, Behold, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad 
and the half tribe of Manasseh have built an altar over against the land of Canaan, in the borders of 
Jordan, at the passage of the children of Israel. 

12 And when the children of Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the children of Israel 
gathered themselves together at Shiloh, to go up to war against them. 

263. 

13 And the children of Israel sent unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to 
the half tribe of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, 

14 And with him ten princes, of each chief house a prince throughout all the tribes of Israel; and 
each one was an head of the house of their fathers among the thousands of Israel. 

264. 

15 And they came unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of 
Manasseh, unto the land of Gilead, and they spake with them, saying, 

16 Thus saith the whole congregation of the LORD, What trespass is this that ye have committed 
against the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following the LORD, in that ye have budded 
you an altar, that ye might rebel this day against the LORD? 

265. 

17 Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from which we are not cleansed until this day, although 
there was a plague in the congregation of the LORD, 

18 But that ye must turn away this day from following the LORD? and it will be, seeing ye rebel 
to day against the LORD, that to morrow he will be wroth with the whole congregation of Israel. 

266. 

19 Notwithstanding, if the land of your possession be unclean, then pass ye over unto the land of 
the possession of the LORD, wherein the LORD'S tabernacle dwelleth, and take possession among 
us: but rebel not against the LORD, nor rebel against us, in building you an altar beside the altar of 
the LORD our God. 

20 Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the accursed thing, and wrath fell on all 
the congregation of Israel? and that man perished not alone in his iniquity. 


314 



267. 

21 Then the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh answered, 
and said unto the heads of the thousands of Israel, 

22 The LORD God of gods, the LORD God of gods, he knoweth, and Israel he shall know; if it 
be in rebellion, or if in transgression against the LORD, (save us not this day,) 

23 That we have built us an altar to turn from following the LORD, or if to offer thereon burnt 
offering or meat offering, or if to offer peace offerings thereon, let the LORD himself require if, 

268. 

24 And if we have not rather done it for fear of this thing, saying, In time to come your children 
might speak unto our children, saying, What have ye to do with the LORD God of Israel? 

25 For the LORD hath made Jordan a border between us and you, ye children of Reuben and 
children of Gad; ye have no part in the LORD: so shall your children make our children cease from 
fearing the LORD. 


269. 

26 Therefore we said, Let us now prepare to build us an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for 
sacrifice: 

27 But that it may be a witness between us, and you, and our generations after us, that we might 
do the service of the LORD before him with our burnt offerings, and with our sacrifices, and with 
our peace offerings; that your children may not say to our children in time to come, Ye have no part 
in the LORD. 


270. 

28 Therefore said we, that it shall be, when they should so say to us or to our generations in time 
to come, that we may say again. Behold the pattern of the altar of the LORD, which our fathers 
made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness between us and you. 

271. 

29 God forbid that we should rebel against the LORD, and turn this day from following the 
LORD, to build an altar for burnt offerings, for meat offerings, or for sacrifices, beside the altar of 
the LORD our God that is before his tabernacle. 


272. 

30 And when Phinehas the priest, and the princes of the congregation and heads of the thousands 
of Israel which were with him, heard the words that the children of Reuben and the children of Gad 
and the children of Manasseh spake, it pleased them. 

273. 

31 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said unto the children of Reuben, and to the 
children of Gad, and to the children of Manasseh, This day we perceive that the LORD is among 
us, because ye have not committed this trespass against the LORD: now ye have delivered the 
children of Israel out of the hand of the LORD. 


274. 

32 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the princes, returned from the children of 
Reuben, and from the children of Gad, out of the land of Gilead, unto the land of Canaan, to the 
children of Israel, and brought them word again. 


275. 

33 And the thing pleased the children of Israel; and the children of Israel blessed God, and did 
not intend to go up against them in battle, to destroy the land wherein the children of Reuben and 
Gad dwelt. 

34 And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the altar Ed: for it shall be a 
witness between us that the LORD is God. 
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The Book of Joshua 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 
Divisions 276-300 


276. 


JOSHUA 23-24 


1 And it came to pass a long time after that the LORD had given rest unto Israel from all their 
enemies round about, that Joshua waxed old and stricken in age. 

2 And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, 
and for their officers, and said unto them, 


277. 

I am old and stricken in age: 

3 And ye have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto all these nations because of you; 
for the LORD your God is he that hath fought for you. 

278. 

4 Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your 
tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, even unto the great sea westward. 

5 And the LORD your God, he shall expel them from before you, and drive them from out of 
your sight; and ye shall possess their land, as the LORD your God hath promised unto you. 

279. 

6 Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of 
Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left; 

7 That ye come not among these nations, these that remain among you; neither make mention of 
the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto 
them: 

8 But cleave unto the LORD your God, as ye have done unto this day. 

280. 

9 For the LORD hath driven out from before you great nations and strong: but as for you, no man 
hath been able to stand before you unto this day. 

10 One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the LORD your God, he it is that fighteth for you, 
as he hath promised you. 


281. 

11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the LORD your God. 

12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these 
that remain among you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you: 

282. 

13 Know for a certainty that the LORD your God will no more drive out any of these nations 
from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns 
in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you. 

283. 

14 And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts and 
in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the LORD your God 
spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof. 

284. 

15 Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come upon you, which the LORD 
your God promised you; so shall the LORD bring upon you all evil things, until he have destroyed 
you from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you. 
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285 . 

16 When ye have transgressed the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, 
and have gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves to them; then shall the anger of the 
LORD be kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he hath 
given unto you. 


JOSHUA 24 


286. 

1 And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and 
for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before 
God. 

2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on 
the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father ofNachor: 
and they served other gods. 


287. 

3 And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the 
land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac. 

4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob 
and his children went down into Egypt. 


288. 

5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them: 
and afterward I brought you out. 


289. 

6 And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued 
after your fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea. 

7 And when they cried unto the LORD, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and 
brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes have seen what I have done in Egypt: 
and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season. 


290. 

8 And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other side Jordan; and they 
fought with you: and I gave them into your hand, that ye might possess their land; and I destroyed 
them from before you. 


291. 

9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against Israel, and sent and 
called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you: 

10 But I would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of 
his hand. 


292. 

11 And ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho fought against you, 
the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Girgashites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites; and I delivered them into your hand. 

12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, even the two kings 
of the Amorites; blit not with thy sword, nor with thy bow. 

13 And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye 
dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat. 

293. 

14 Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods 
which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. 

15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of 
the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 
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294. 

16 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve 
other gods; 

17 For the LORD our God, he it is that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the 
way wherein we went, and among all the people through whom we passed: 

18 And the LORD drave out from before us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the 
land: therefore will we also serve the LORD; for he is our God. 

295. 

19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a 
jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins. 

20 If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and 
consume you, after that he hath done you good. 

21 And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the LORD. 

296. 

22 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you 
the LORD, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses. 

23 Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and incline your 
heart unto the LORD God of Israel. 


297. 

24 And the people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we 
obey. 

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance 
in Shechem. 

26 And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and took a great stone, and set it 
up there under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. 

298. 

27 And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us; for it hath 
heard all the words of the LORD which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, 
lest ye deny your God. 

28 So Joshua let the people depart, every man unto his inheritance. 

299. 

29 And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, 
died, being an hundred and ten years old. 

30 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which is in mount 
Ephraim, on the north side of the hill of Gaash. 

31 And Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that 
overlived Joshua, and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel. 

300. 

32 And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in 
Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for 
an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph. 

33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron died; and they buried him in a hill that pertained to Phinehas his 
son, which was given him in mount Ephraim. 
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The Book of Judges 

The 'First' Book of Judges 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-25 [301-600] 


Judges, together with Joshua, Ruth, and Jonah creates the 1st book of Judges 


1 . 


JUDGES 1-2 


1 Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the children of Israel asked the LORD, 
saying, Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? 

2 And the LORD said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. 


2 . 

3 And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight 
against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with him. 

4 And Judah went up; and the LORD delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand: 
and they slew of them in Bezek ten thousand men. 


3. 

5 And they found Adoni-bezek in Bezek: and they fought against him, and they slew the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites. 

6 But Adoni-bezek tied; and they pursued after him, and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and 
his great toes. 

7 And Adoni-bezek said, Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs and their great toes cut 
off, gathered their meat under my table: as I have done, so God hath requited me. And they brought 
him to Jerusalem, and there he died. 


4. 

8 Now the children of Judah had fought against Jerusalem, and had taken it, and smitten it with 
the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire. 

9 And afterward the children of Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites, that dwelt in 
the mountain, and in the south, and in the valley. 


5. 

10 And Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron: (now the name of Hebron before 
was Kirjath-arba:) and they slew Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai. 

11 And from thence he went against the inhabitants of Dcbir: and the name of Dcbir before was 
Kirjath-sepher: 


6 . 

12 And Caleb said. He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah my 
daughter to wife. 

13 And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it: and he gave him Achsah his 
daughter to wife. 


7. 

14 And it came to pass, when she came to him, that she moved him to ask of her father a field: 
and she lighted from off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wilt thou? 

15 And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast given me a south land; give me also 
springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the nether springs. 


8 . 

16 And the children of the Kenite, Moses' father in law, went up out of the city of palm trees with 
the children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which lielh in the south of Arad; and they went 
and dwelt among the people. 

17 And Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they slew the Canaanites that inhabited 
Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. And the name of the city was called Hormah. 
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9. 

18 Also Judah took Gaza with the coast thereof, and Askelon with the coast thereof, and Ekron 
with the coast thereof. 

19 And the LORD was with Judah; and he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain; but could 
not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots of iron. 

20 And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses said: and he expelled thence the three sons of 
Anak. 


10 . 

21 And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem; but the 
Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day. 

22 And the house of Joseph, they also went up against Beth-el: and the LORD was with them. 

23 And the house of Joseph sent to descry Beth-el. (Now the name of the city before was Luz.) 

11 . 

24 And the spies saw a man come forth out of the city, and they said unto him, Shew us, we pray 
thee, the entrance into the city, and we will shew thee mercy. 

25 And when he shewed them the entrance into the city, they smote the city with the edge of the 
sword; but they let go the man and all his family. 

26 And the man went into the land of the Hittites, and built a city, and called the name thereof 
Luz: which is the name thereof unto this day. 


12 . 

27 Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants o/’Beth-shean and her towns, nor Taanach and 
her towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and her towns, 
nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns: but the Canaanites would dwell in that land. 

28 And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and did 
not utterly drive them out. 


13. 

29 Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in 
Gezer among them. 

30 Neither did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the 
Canaanites dwelt among them, and became tributaries. 

14. 

31 Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Accho, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of 
Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob: 

32 But the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: for they did not 
drive them out. 

33 Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, nor the inhabitants of Beth- 
anath; but he dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: nevertheless the inhabitants 
of Beth-shemesh and of Beth-anath became tributaries unto them. 

15. 

34 And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the mountain: for they would not suffer 
them to come down to the valley: 

35 But the Amorites would dwell in mount Heres in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: yet the hand of the 
house of Joseph prevailed, so that they became tributaries. 

36 And the coast of the Amorites was from the going up to Akrabbim, from the rock, and upward. 
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JUDGES 2 


16. 

1 And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out 
of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will 
never break my covenant with you. 

2 And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars: 
but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? 

17. 

3 Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in 
your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you. 

4 And it came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake these words unto all the children of 
Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and wept. 

5 And they called the name of that place Bochim: and they sacrificed there unto the LORD. 

18. 

6 And when Joshua had let the people go, the children of Israel went every man unto his 
inheritance to possess the land. 

7 And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that 
outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel. 

19. 

8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred and ten years old. 

9 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the mount of 
Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash. 

10 And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: 

20 . 

and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works 
which he had done for Israel. 

11 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim: 

12 And they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, which brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were round about them, and bowed 
themselves unto them, and provoked the LORD to anger. 

21 . 

13 And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth. 

14 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of 
spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that 
they could not any longer stand before their enemies. 

15 Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against them for evil, as the LORD 
had said, and as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were greatly distressed. 

22 . 

16 Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that 
spoiled them. 

17 And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they went a whoring after other gods, 
and bowed themselves unto them: they turned quickly out of the way which their fathers walked in, 
obeying the commandments of the LORD; but they did not so. 

23. 

18 And when the LORD raised them up judges, then the LORD was with the judge, and 
delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the LORD 
because of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them. 

19 And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they returned, and corrupted themselves 
more than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them; they 
ceased not from their own doings, nor from their stubborn way. 
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24. 

20 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and he said. 

Because that this people hath transgressed my covenant which I commanded their fathers, and 
have not hearkened unto my voice; 

211 also will not henceforth drive out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left 
when he died: 


25. 

22 That through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk 
therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not. 

23 Therefore the LORD left those nations, without driving them out hastily; neither delivered he 
them into the hand of Joshua. 


The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER TWO 

Divisions 26-50 


JUDGES 3-4 


26. 

1 Now these are the nations which the LORD left, to prove Israel by them, even as many of 
Israel as had not known all the wars of Canaan; 

2 Only that the generations of the children of Israel might know, to teach them war, at the least 
such as before knew nothing thereof; 


27. 

3 Namely, five lords of the Philistines, and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites 
that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount Baal-hermon unto the entering in of Hamath. 

4 And they were to prove Israel by them, to know whether they would hearken unto the 
commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 

28. 

5 And the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, 
and Hivites, and Jebusites: 

6 And they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their daughters to their sons, and 
served their gods. 


29. 

7 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and forgat the LORD their God, 
and served Baalim and the groves. 

8 Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of 
Chushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served Chushan-rishathaim 
eight years. 


30. 

9 And when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer to the 
children of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. 

10 And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war: and 
the LORD delivered Chushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand 
prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. 

11 And the land had rest forty years. 

31. 

And Othniel the son of Kenaz died. 

12 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD: and the LORD 
strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the 
LORD. 

13 And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon and Amalek, and went and smote Israel, 
and possessed the city of palm trees. 



32. 

14 So the children of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years. 

15 But when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD raised them up a deliverer, 
Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, a man lefthanded: and by him the children of Israel sent a 
present unto Eglon the king of Moab. 


33. 

16 But Ehud made him a dagger which had two edges, of a cubit length; and he did gird it under 
his raiment upon his right thigh. 

17 And he brought the present unto Eglon king of Moab: and Eglon was a very fat man. 

34. 

18 And when he had made an end to offer the present, he sent away the people that bare the 
present. 

19 But he himself turned again from the quarries that were by Gilgal, and said, I have a secret 
errand unto thee, O king: who said, Keep silence. And all that stood by him went out from him. 

35. 

20 And Ehud came unto him; and he was sitting in a summer parlour, which he had for himself 
alone. And Ehud said, I have a message from God unto thee. And he arose out of his seat. 

21 And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into 
his belly: 

22 And the haft also went in after the blade; and the fat closed upon the blade, so that he could 
not draw the dagger out of his belly; and the dirt came out. 

36. 

23 Then Ehud went forth through the porch, and shut the doors of the parlour upon him, and 
locked them. 

24 When he was gone out, his servants came; and when they saw that, behold, the doors of the 
parlour were locked, they said, Surely he covereth his feet in his summer chamber. 

37. 

25 And they tarried till they were ashamed: and, behold, he opened not the doors of the parlour; 
therefore they took a key, and opened them: and, behold, their lord was fallen down dead on the 
earth. 

26 And Ehud escaped while they tarried, and passed beyond the quarries, and escaped unto 
Seirath. 

38. 

27 And it came to pass, when he was come, that he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, 
and the children of Israel went down with him from the mount, and he before them. 

28 And he said unto them, Follow after me: for the LORD hath delivered your enemies the 
Moabites into your hand. 


39. 

And they went down after him, and took the fords of Jordan toward Moab, and suffered not a 
man to pass over. 

29 And they slew of Moab at that time about ten thousand men, all lusty, and all men of valour; 
and there escaped not a man. 


40. 

30 So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel [the Israelites]. And the land had rest 
fourscore years. 

31 And after him [Ehud] was Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the Philistines six 
hundred men with an ox goad: and he also delivered Israel. 
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JUDGES 4 


41. 

1 And die children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD, when Ehud was dead. 

2 And the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the 
captain of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles. 

3 And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD: for he had nine hundred chariots of iron; and 
twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 

42. 

4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time. 

5 And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: 
and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. 

43. 

6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, 
Hath not the LORD God of Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and take 
with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun? 

7 And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with his 
chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thine hand. 

44. 

8 And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, 
then I will not go. 

9 And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the journey that thou takest shall not 
be for thine honour; for the LORD shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. 

And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 

10 And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and he went up with ten thousand men at 
his feet: and Deborah went up with him. 


45. 

11 Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the children of Hobab the father in law of Moses, had 
severed himself from the Kenites, and pitched his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, which is by 
Kedesh. 

12 And they shewed Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor. 

13 And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the 
people that were with him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. 

46. 

14 And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in which the LORD hath delivered 
Sisera into thine hand: is not the LORD gone out before thee? So Barak went down from mount 
Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 

15 And the LORD discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all his host, with the edge of the 
sword before Barak; so that Sisera lighted down off his chariot, and fled away on his feet. 

47. 

16 But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all 
the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword; and there was not a man left. 

17 Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite: for there 
was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 

48. 

18 And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not. 
And when he had turned in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle. 

19 And he said unto her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty. And she 
opened a bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and covered him. 

20 Again he said unto her. Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when any man doth come 
and enquire of thee, and say, Is there any man here? that thou shalt say, No. 
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49. 

21 Then Jael Hcber's wife took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer in her hand, and went 
softly unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the ground: for he was fast 
asleep and weary. So he died. 


50. 

22 And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said unto him, Come, 
and I will shew thee the man whom thou seekest. And when he came into her tent , behold, Sisera 
lay dead, and the nail was in his temples. 

23 So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan before the children of Israel. 

24 And the hand of the children of Israel prospered, and prevailed against Jabin the king of 
Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 


The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER THREE 
Divisions 51-85 


JUDGES 5-6 


51. 

1 Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, saying, 

2 Praise ye the LORD for the avenging of Israel, when the people willingly offered themselves. 

3 Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise 
to the LORD God of Israel. 


52. 

4 LORD, when thou wentest out of Seir, when thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, the earth 
trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped water. 

5 The mountains melted from before the LORD, even that Sinai from before the LORD God of 
Israel. 


53. 

6 In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied, 
and the travellers walked through byways. 

7 The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in Israel, until that I Deborah arose, that I 
arose a mother in Israel. 


54. 

8 They chose new gods; then was war in the gates: was there a shield or spear seen among forty 
thousand in Israel? 

9 My heart is toward the governors of Israel, that offered themselves willingly among the people. 
Bless ye the LORD. 


55. 

10 Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit in judgment, and walk by the way. 

11 They that are delivered from the noise of archers in the places of drawing water, there shall 
they rehearse the righteous acts of the LORD, even the righteous acts toward the inhabitants of his 
villages in Israel: then shall the people of the LORD go down to the gates. 

56. 

12 Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, awake, utter a song: arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity 
captive, thou son of Abinoam. 

13 Then he made him that remaineth have dominion over the nobles among the people: the 
LORD made me have dominion over the mighty. 


325 



57. 

14 Out of Ephraim was there a root of them against Amalek; after thee, Benjamin, among thy 
people; out of Machir came down governors, and out of Zebulun they that handle the pen of the 
writer. 

15 And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah; even Issachar, and also Barak: he was sent on 
foot into the valley. For the divisions of Reuben there were great thoughts of heart. 

58. 

16 Why abodest thou among the sheep folds, to hear the bleatings of the flocks? For the divisions 
of Reuben there were great searchings of heart. 

17 Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and why did Dan remain in ships? Asher continued on the sea 
shore, and abode in his breaches. 

18 Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeoparded their lives unto the death in the high 
places of the field. 


59. 

19 The kings came and fought, then fought the kings of Canaan in Taanach by the waters of 
Megiddo; they took no gain of money. 

20 They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought against Sisera. 

21 The river of Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, the river Kishon. O my soul, thou 
hast trodden down strength. 


60. 

22 Then were the horsehoofs broken by the means of the pransings, the pransings of their mighty 
ones. 

23 Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the LORD, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; because 
they came not to the help of the LORD, to the help of the LORD against the mighty. 

61. 

24 Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, blessed shall she be above 
women in the tent. 

25 He asked water, and she gave him milk; she brought forth butter in a lordly dish. 

62. 

26 She put her hand to the nail, and her right hand to the workmen's hammer; and with the 
hammer she smote Sisera, she smote off his head, when she had pierced and stricken through his 
temples. 

27 At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down: at her feet he bowed, he fell: where he bowed, 
there he fell down dead. 


63. 

28 The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and cried through the lattice, Why is his chariot 
so long in coming? why tarry the wheels of his chariots? 

29 Her wise ladies answered her, yea, she returned answer to herself, 

64. 

30 Have they not sped? 

have they not divided the prey; to every man a damsel or two; to Sisera a prey of divers colours, 
a prey of divers colours of needlework, of divers colours of needlework on both sides, meet for the 
necks of them that take the spoil? 


65. 

31 So let all thine enemies perish, O LORD: but let them that love him be as the sun when he 
goeth forth in his might. 

And the land had rest forty years. 
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JUDGES 6 


66. 

1 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD: and the LORD delivered them into 
the hand of Midian seven years. 

2 And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: and because of the Midianites the children of 
Israel made them the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strong holds. 

67. 

3 And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the 
children of the east, even they came up against them; 

4 And they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou come unto 
Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. 

68 . 

5 For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as grasshoppers for multitude; 
for both they and their camels were without number: and they entered into the land to destroy it. 

6 And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried 
unto the LORD. 


69. 

7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD because of the 
Midianites, 

8 That the LORD sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of 
bondage; 


70. 

9 And I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed 
you, and drave them out from before you, and gave you their land; 

10 And I said unto you, I am the LORD your God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land ye dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice. 


71. 

11 And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that 
pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it 
from the Midianites. 

12 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, 
thou mighty man of valour. 


72. 

13 And Gideon said unto him. Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen 
us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us 
up from Egypt? but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the 
Midianites. 

14 And the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel 
from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? 

73. 

15 And he said unto him. Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor 
in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. 

16 And the LORD said unto him. Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites 
as one man. 


74. 

17 And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou 
talkest with me. 

18 Depart not hence. I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it 
before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again. 
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75. 

19 And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the 
flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the oak, 
and presented it. 

20 And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them 
upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. 

76. 

21 Then the angel of the LORD put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched 
the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh 
and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the LORD departed out of his sight. 

77. 

22 And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the LORD, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord 
GOD! for because I have seen an angel of the LORD face to face. 

23 And the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die. 

24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it Jehovah-shalom: unto this day 
it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 


78. 

25 And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto him, Take thy father's young 
bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy 
father hath, and cut down the grove that is by it: 

26 And build an altar unto the LORD thy God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place, and 
take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which thou shalt cut 
down. 


79. 

27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as the LORD had said unto him: and so it 
was, because he feared his father's household, and the men of the city, that he could not do it by 
day, that he did it by night. 

28 And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was cast 
down, and the grove was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock was offered upon the altar 
that was built. 

80. 

29 And they said one to another, Who hath done this thing? 

And when they enquired and asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing. 

30 Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may die: because he hath 
cast down the altar of Baal, and because he hath cut down the grove that was by it. 

81. 

31 And Joash said unto all that stood against him. Will ye plead for Baal? will ye save him? he 
that will plead for him, let him be put to death whilst it is vet morning: if he be a god, let him plead 
for himself, because one hath cast down his altar. 

32 Therefore on that day he called him Jembbaal, saying, Let Baal plead against him, because he 
hath thrown down his altar. 


82. 

33 Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east were gathered together, 
and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 

34 But the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was 
gathered after him. 

35 And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh; who also was gathered after him: and he 
sent messengers unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and they came up to meet them. 
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83. 

36 And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, 

37 Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be 
dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast 
said. 


84. 

38 And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed 
the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water. 

39 And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this 
once: 


85. 

let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and 
upon all the ground let there be dew. 

40 And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the 
ground. 


The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 86-115 


JUDGES 7-8 


86 . 

1 Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with him, rose up early, and 
pitched beside the well of Harod: so that the host of the Midianites were on the north side of them, 
by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 

2 And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the 
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath 
saved me. 


87. 

3 Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and 
afraid, let him return and depart early from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty 
and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand. 

4 And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them down unto the 
water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go 
with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with 
thee, the same shall not go. 


88 . 

5 So he brought down the people unto the water: and the LORD said unto Gideon, Every one that 
lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every 
one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. 

6 And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were three hundred 
men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink water. 

89. 

7 And the LORD said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and 
deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and let all the other people go every man unto his place. 

8 So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and he sent all the rest of Israel 
every man unto his tent, and retained those three hundred men: and the host of Midian was beneath 
him in the valley. 


90. 

9 And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the 
host; for I have delivered it into thine hand. 

10 But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant down to the host: 


329 



91. 

11 And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down 
unto the host. Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the armed men that 
were in the host. 

12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along in the valley 
like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea side 
for multitude. 


92. 

13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and 
said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, 
and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. 

14 And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of 
Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host. 

93. 

15 And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that 
he worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the LORD hath delivered 
into your hand the host of Midian. 

16 And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every 
man's hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. 

94. 

17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outside 
of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 

18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on 
every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon. 

95. 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the 
beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, 
and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. 


96. 

20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their 
left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of the 
LORD, and of Gideon. 

21 And they stood every man in his place round about the camp: and all the host ran, and cried, 
and fled. 


97. 

22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the LORD set every man's sword against his 
fellow, even throughout all the host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the border 
of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. 

23 And the men of Israel gathered themselves together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out 
of all Manasseh, and pursued after the Midianites. 

98. 

24 And Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount Ephraim, saying. Come down against the 
Midianites, and take before them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 

Then all the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and took the waters unto Beth-barah 
and Jordan. 


99. 

25 And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb upon the 
rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the 
heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side Jordan. 
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JUDGES 8 


100. 

1 And the men of Ephraim said unto him, Why hast thou served us thus, that thou calledst us not, 
when thou wentest to fight with the Midianites? And they did chide with him sharply. 

2 And he said unto them. What have I done now in comparison of you? 

Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer? 

101 . 

3 God hath delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb: 

and what was I able to do in comparison of you? 

Then their anger was abated toward him, when he had said that. 

102 . 

4 And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed over, he, and the three hundred men that were with 
him, faint, yet pursuing them. 

5 And he said unto the men of Succoth, Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that 
follow me; for they be faint, and I am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian. 

6 And the princes of Succoth said. Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that 
we should give bread unto thine army? 


103. 

7 And Gideon said, Therefore when the LORD hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into mine 
hand, then I will tear your flesh with the thorns of the wilderness and with briers. 

8 And he went up thence to Penuel, and spake unto them likewise: and the men of Penuel 
answered him as the men of Succoth had answered him. 

9 And he spake also unto the men of Penuel, saying, When I come again in peace, I will break 
down this tower. 


104. 

10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and their hosts with them, about fifteen thousand 
men, all that were left of all the hosts of the children of the east: for there fell an hundred and 
twenty thousand men that drew sword. 

11 And Gideon went up by the way of them that dwelt in tents on the east of Nobah and 
Jogbehah, and smote the host: for the host was secure. 

12 And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued after them, and took the two kings of 
Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and discomfited all the host. 

105. 

13 And Gideon the son of Joash returned from battle before the sun was up, 

14 And caught a young man of the men of Succoth, and enquired of him: and he described unto 
him the princes of Succoth, and the elders thereof, even threescore and seventeen men. 

106. 

15 And he came unto the men of Succoth, and said, Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom ye 
did upbraid me, saying, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that we should 
give bread unto thy men that are weary? 

16 And he took the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and briers, and with them he 
taught the men of Succoth. 

17 And he beat down the tower of Penuel, and slew the men of the city. 

107. 

18 Then said he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, What manner of men were they whom ye slew at 
Tabor? 

And they answered, As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the children of a king. 

19 And he said. They were my brethren, even the sons of my mother: as the LORD liveth, if ye 
had saved them alive, I would not slay you. 
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108. 

20 And he [Gideon] said unto Jether his firstborn, Up, and slay them. 

But the youth drew not his sword: for he feared, because he was yet a youth. 

21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, Rise thou, and fall upon us: for as the man is, so is his 
strength. 

And Gideon arose, and slew Zebah and Zalmunna, and took away the ornaments that were on 
their camels' necks. 


109. 

22 Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy 
son's son also: for thou hast delivered us from the hand of Midian. 

23 And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the 
LORD shall rule over you. 


110 . 

24 And Gideon said unto them, I would desire a request of you, that ye would give me every man 
the earrings of his prey. (For they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) 

25 And they answered, We will willingly give them. And they spread a garment, and did cast 
therein every man the earrings of his prey. 


111 . 

26 And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was a thousand and seven hundred 
shekels of gold; beside ornaments, and collars, and purple raiment that was on the kings of Midian, 
and beside the chains that were about their camels' necks. 

27 And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, even in Ophrah: and all Israel went 
thither a whoring after it: which thing became a snare unto Gideon, and to his house. 

112 . 

28 Thus was Midian subdued before the children of Israel, so that they lifted up their heads no 
more. And the country was in quietness forty years in the days of Gideon. 

29 And Jcmbbaal the son of Joash went and dwelt in his own house. 

113. 

30 And Gideon had threescore and ten sons of his body begotten: for he had many wives. 

31 And his concubine that was in Shechem, she also bare him a son, whose name he called 
Abimelech. 


114. 

32 And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, and was buried in the sepulchre of Joash 
his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel turned again, and 
went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baal-berith their god. 

115. 

34 And the children of Israel remembered not the LORD their God, who had delivered them out 
of the hands of all their enemies on every side: 

35 Neither shewed they kindness to the house of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, according to all the 
goodness which he had shewed unto Israel. 
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The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Divisions 116-145 


116. 


JUDGES 9 


1 And Abimelech die son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem unto his mother's brethren, and 
communed with them, and with all the family of the house of his mother's father, saying, 

2 Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men of Shechem, Whether is better for you, either that 
all the sons of Jerubbaal, which are threescore and ten persons, reign over you, or that one reign 
over you? remember also that I am your bone and your flesh. 


117. 

3 And his mother's brethren spake of him in the ears of all the men of Shechem all these words: 
and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech; for they said, He is our brother. 

4 And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the house of Baal-berith, 
wherewith Abimelech hired vain and light persons, which followed him. 


118. 

5 And he went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, 
being threescore and ten persons, upon one stone: 
notwithstanding yet Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself. 


119. 

6 And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all the house of Millo, and went, and made 
Abimelech king, by the plain of the pillar that was in Shechem. 

7 And when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood in the top of mount Gerizim, and lifted up 
his voice, and cried, and said unto them, 


Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God may hearken unto you. 


120 . 

8 The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; and they said unto the olive tree, 
Reign thou over us. 

9 But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God 
and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 


121 . 

10 And the trees said to the fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us. 

11 But the fig tree said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to 
be promoted over the trees? 


122 . 

12 Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thou, and reign over us. 

13 And the vine said unto them. Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go to 
be promoted over the trees? 


123. 

14 Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us. 

15 And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and put 
your trust in my shadow: and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of 
Lebanon. 


124. 

16 Now therefore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in that ye have made Abimelech king, and 
if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done unto him according to the 
deserving of his hands; 

17 (For my father fought for you, and adventured his life far, and delivered you out of the hand of 
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Midian: 


125. 

18 And ye are risen up against my father's house this day, and have slain his sons, threescore and 
ten persons, upon one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, king over the 
men of Shechem, because he is your brother;) 

19 If ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jembbaal and with his house this day, then 
rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you: 

126. 

20 But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem, and the house 
of Millo; and let fire come out from the men of Shechem, and from the house of Millo, and devour 
Abimelech. 

21 And Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abimelech his 
brother. 


127. 

22 When Abimelech had reigned three years over Israel, 

23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of 
Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech: 


128. 

24 That the cruelty done to the threescore and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their blood 
be laid upon Abimelech their brother, which slew them; and upon the men of Shechem, which 
aided him in the killing of his brethren. 

25 And the men of Shechem set liers in wait for him in the top of the mountains, and they robbed 
all that came along that way by them: and it was told Abimelech. 

129. 

26 And Gaal the son of Ebed came with his brethren, and went over to Shechem: and the men of 
Shechem put their confidence in him. 

27 And they went out into the fields, and gathered their vineyards, and trode the grapes, and 
made merry, and went into the house of their god, and did eat and drink, and cursed Abimelech. 

130. 

28 And Gaal the son of Ebed said, Who is Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we should serve 
him? is not he the son of Jerubbaal? and Zebul his officer? 

serve the men of Hamor the father of Shechem: for why should we serve him? 

131. 

29 And would to God this people were under my hand! then would I remove Abimelech. 

And he said to Abimelech, Increase thine army, and come out. 

132. 

30 And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger was 
kindled. 

31 And he sent messengers unto Abimelech privily, saying, Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed and his 
brethren be come to Shechem; and, behold, they fortify the city against thee. 

133. 

32 Now therefore up by night, thou and the people that is with thee, and lie in wait in the field: 

33 And it shall be, that in the morning, as soon as the sun is up, thou shalt rise early, and set upon 
the city: and, behold, when he and the people that is with him come out against thee, then mayest 
thou do to them as thou shalt find occasion. 

134. 

34 And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that were with him, by night, and they laid wait 
against Shechem in four companies. 

35 And Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and stood in the entering of the gate of the city: and 
Abimelech rose up, and the people that were with him, from lying in wait. 
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135. 

36 And when Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, Behold, there come people down from the 
top of the mountains. And Zebul said unto him, Thou seest the shadow of the mountains as if they 
were men. 

37 And Gaal spake again and said. See there come people down by the middle of the land, and 
another company come along by the plain of Meonenim. 

136. 

38 Then said Zebul unto him, Where is now thy mouth, wherewith thou saidst, Who is 
Abimelech, that we should serve him? is not this the people that thou hast despised? go out, I pray 
now, and fight with them. 


137. 

39 And Gaal went out before the men of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech. 

40 And Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him, and many were overthrown and 
wounded, even unto the entering of the gate. 

41 And Abimelech dwelt at Arumah: and Zebul thrust out Gaal and his brethren, that they should 
not dwell in Shechem. 


138. 

42 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people went out into the field; and they told 
Abimelech. 

43 And he took the people, and divided them into three companies, and laid wait in the field, and 
looked, and, behold, the people were come forth out of the city; and he rose up against them, and 
smote them. 


139. 

44 And Abimelech, and the company that was with him, rushed forward, and stood in the 
entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the people that were in 
the fields, and slew them. 

45 And Abimelech fought against the city all that day; and he took the city, and slew the people 
that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed it with salt. 

140. 

46 And when all the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they entered into an hold of the 
house of the god Berith. 

47 And it was told Abimelech, that all the men of the tower of Shechem were gathered together. 

141. 

48 And Abimelech gat him up to mount Zalmon, he and all the people that were with him; and 
Abimelech took an axe in his hand, and cut down a bough from the trees, and took it, and laid it on 
his shoulder, and said unto the people that were with him, What ye have seen me do, make haste, 
and do as I have done. 

49 And all the people likewise cut down every man his bough, and followed Abimelech, and put 
them to the hold, and set the hold on fire upon them; so that all the men of the tower of Shechem 
died also, about a thousand men and women. 


142. 

50 Then went Abimelech to Thcbez, and encamped against Thebez, and took it. 

51 But there was a strong tower within the city, and thither fled all the men and women, and all 
they of the city, and shut it to them, and gat them up to the top of the tower. 

143. 

52 And Abimelech came unto the tower, and fought against it, and went hard unto the door of the 
tower to bum it with fire. 

53 And a certain woman cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech's head, and all to brake his 
skull. 
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144 . 

54 Then he called hastily unto the young man his armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw thy 
sword, and slay me, that men say not of me, A woman slew him. And his young man thrust him 
through, and he died. 

55 And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they departed every man unto his 
place. 


145. 

56 Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, which he did unto his father, in slaying his 
seventy brethren: 

57 And all the evil of the men of Shechem did God render upon their heads: and upon them came 
the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 


The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER SIX 
Divisions 146-175 


JUDGES 10-11 


146. 

1 And after Abimelech there arose to defend Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man 
of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in mount Ephraim. 

2 And he judged Israel twenty and three years, and died, and was buried in Shamir. 


147. 

3 And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite, and judged Israel twenty and two years. 

4 And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are called 
Havoth-jair unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead. 

5 And Jair died, and was buried in Camon. 


148. 

6 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim, and 
Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the 
children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the LORD, and served not him. 

7 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the 
Philistines, and into the hands of the children of Ammon. 

149. 

8 And that year they vexed and oppressed the children of Israel: eighteen years, all the children of 
Israel that were on the other side Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead. 

9 Moreover the children of Ammon passed over Jordan to fight also against Judah, and against 
Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim; so that Israel was sore distressed. 

150. 

10 And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, saying, We have sinned against thee, both 
because we have forsaken our God, and also served Baalim. 

151. 

11 And the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Did not I deliver you from the Egyptians, and 
from the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and from the Philistines? 

12 The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites, did oppress you; and ye cried to 
me, and I delivered you out of their hand. 


152. 

13 Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no more. 

14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your 
tribulation. 
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153. 

15 And the children of Israel said unto the LORD, We have sinned: do thou unto us whatsoever 
seemeth good unto thee; deliver us only, we pray thee, this day. 

16 And they put away the strange gods from among them, and served the LORD: and his soul 
was grieved for the misery of Israel. 


154. 

17 Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, and encamped in Gilead. And the 
children of Israel assembled themselves together, and encamped in Mizpeh. 

18 And the people and princes of Gilead said one to another. What man is he that will begin to 
fight against the children of Ammon? he shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 


JUDGES 11 


155. 

1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was the son of an harlot: and 
Gilead begat Jephthah. 

2 And Gilead's wife bare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, and 
said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of a strange woman. 


156. 

3 Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were gathered 
vain men to Jephthah, and went out with him. 

4 And it came to pass in process of time, that the children of Ammon made war against Israel. 


157. 

5 And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead 
went to fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob: 

6 And they said unto Jephthah, Come, and be our captain, that we may fight with the children of 
Ammon. 


158. 

7 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and expel me out of my 
father's house? and why are ye come unto me now when ye are in distress? 

8 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, that thou 
mayest go with us, and fight against the children of Ammon, and be our head over all the 
inhabitants of Gilead. 


159. 

9 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight against the 
children of Ammon, and the LORD deliver them before me, shall I be your head? 

10 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, The LORD be witness between us, if we do not 
so according to thy words. 


160. 

11 Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and captain over 
them: and Jephthah uttered all his words before the LORD in Mizpeh. 

12 And Jephthah sent messengers unto the king of the children of Ammon, saying, What hast 
thou to do with me, that thou art come against me to fight in my land? 

161. 

13 And the king of the children of Ammon answered unto the messengers of Jephthah, Because 
Israel took away my land, when they came up out of Egypt, from Amon even unto Jabbok, and 
unto Jordan: now therefore restore those lands again peaceably. 

162. 

14 And Jephthah sent messengers again unto the king of the children of Ammon: 

15 And said unto him, Thus saith Jephthah, Israel took not away the land of Moab, nor the land 
of the children of Ammon: 

16 But when Israel came up from Egypt, and walked through the wilderness unto the Red sea, 
and came to Kadesh; 


337 



163. 

17 Then Israel sent messengers unto the king of Edom, saying, Let me, I pray thee, pass through 
thy land: but the king of Edom would not hearken thereto. And in like manner they sent unto the 
king of Moab: but he would not consent, and Israel abode in Kadesh. 

164. 

18 Then they went along through the wilderness, and compassed the land of Edom, and the land 
of Moab, and came by the east side of the land of Moab, and pitched on the other side of Arnon, 
but came not within the border of Moab: for Arnon was the border of Moab. 

165. 

19 And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and Israel 
said unto him, Let us pass, we pray thee, through thy land into my place. 

20 But Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through his coast: but Sihon gathered all his people 
together, and pitched in Jahaz, and fought against Israel. 

166. 

21 And the LORD God of Israel delivered Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and 
they smote them: so Israel possessed all the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that country. 

22 And they possessed all the coasts of the Amorites, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and from the 
wilderness even unto Jordan. 


167. 

23 So now the LORD God of Israel hath dispossessed the Amorites from before his people Israel, 
and shouldest thou possess it? 

24 Wilt not thou possess that which Chemosh thy god giveth thee to possess? So whomsoever the 
LORD our God shall drive out from before us, them will we possess. 

168. 

25 And now art thou any thing better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? 

did he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever fight against them, 

26 While Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities 
that be along by the coasts of Arnon, three hundred years? 

169. 

why therefore did ye not recover them within that time? 

27 Wherefore I have not sinned against thee, but thou doest me wrong to war against me: the 
LORD the Judge be judge this day between the children of Israel and the children of Ammon. 

170. 

28 Howbeit the king of the children of Ammon hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah which 
he sent him. 

29 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, 
and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto the children of 
Ammon. 


171. 

30 And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the 
children of Ammon into mine hands, 

31 Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I 
return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the LORD'S, and I will offer it up for a 
burnt offering. 

172. 

32 So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight against them; and the LORD 
delivered them into his hands. 

33 And he smote them from Aroer, even till thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto 
the plain of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. Thus the children of Ammon were subdued 
before the children of Israel. 
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173 . 

34 And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his daughter came out to meet him 
with timbrels and with dances: and she was his only child; beside her he had neither son nor 
daughter. 

35 And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! 
thou hast brought me very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me: for I have opened my 
mouth unto the LORD, and I cannot go back. 


174. 

36 And she said unto him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto the LORD, do to me 
according to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as the LORD hath taken 
vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon. 

37 And she said unto her father, Let this thing be done for me: let me alone two months, that I 
may go up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows. 

175. 

38 And he said, Go. And he sent her away for two months: and she went with her companions, 
and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains. 

39 And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto her father, who did with 
her according to his vow which he had vowed: and she knew no man. And it was a custom in 
Israel, 

40 That the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four 
days in a year. 


The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
Divisions 176-200 


176. 


JUDGES 12-13 


1 And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and went northward, and said unto 
Jephthah, Wherefore passedst thou over to fight against the children of Ammon, and didst not call 
us to go with thee? 

we will burn thine house upon thee with fire. 


177. 

2 And Jephthah said unto them, I and my people were at great strife with the children of Ammon; 
and when I called you, ye delivered me not out of their hands. 

3 And when I saw that ye delivered me not, I put my life in my hands, and passed over against 
the children of Ammon, and the LORD delivered them into my hand: 

wherefore then are ye come up unto me this day, to fight against me? 

178. 

4 Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the men 
of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said, Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the 
Ephraimites, and among the Manassites. 


179. 

5 And the Gileadites took the passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites: 

and it was so, that when those Ephraimites which were escaped said, Let me go over; 
that the men of Gilead said unto him, Art thou an Ephraimite? 

180. 

If he said, Nay; 

6 Then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and he said Sibboleth: for he could not frame to 
pronounce it right. 

Then they took him, and slew him at the passages of Jordan: and there fell at that time of the 
Ephraimites forty and two thousand. 
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181 . 


7 And Jephthah judged Israel six years. 

Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried in one o/the cities of Gilead. 

182. 

8 And after him Ibzan of Beth-lehem judged Israel. 

9 And he had thirty sons, and thirty daughters, whom he sent abroad, and took in thirty daughters 
from abroad for his sons. 

And he judged Israel seven years. 


183. 

10 Then died Ibzan, and was buried at Beth-lehem. 

11 And after him Elon, a Zebulonite, judged Israel; and he judged Israel ten years. 

12 And Elon the Zebulonite died, and was buried in Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 

184. 

13 And after him Abdon the son of Hillel, a Pirathonite, judged Israel. 

14 And he had forty sons and thirty nephews, that rode on threescore and ten ass colts: and he 
judged Israel eight years. 

15 And Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died, and was buried in Pirathon in the land of 
Ephraim, in the mount of the Amalekites. 


JUDGES 13 


185. 

1 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD delivered 
them into the hand of the Philistines forty years. 

2 And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; 
and his wife was barren, and bare not. 


186. 

3 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art 
barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. 

4 Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any 
unclean thing: 


187. 

5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head: 
for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out 
of the hand of the Philistines. 


188. 

6 Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A man of God came unto me, and his 
countenance was like the countenance of an angel of God, very terrible: but I asked him not 
whence he was, neither told he me his name: 


189. 

7 But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and now drink no wine nor 
strong drink, neither eat any unclean thing: 

for the child shall be a Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death. 

190. 

8 Then Manoah intreated the LORD, and said, O my Lord, let the man of God which thou didst 
send come again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child that shall be born. 

9 And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of God came again unto the woman 
as she sat in the field: but Manoah her husband was not with her. 
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191 . 

10 And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her husband, and said unto him, Behold, the 
man hath appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day. 

11 And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came to the man, and said unto him, Art thou 
the man that spakest unto the woman? 


192. 

And he said, I am. 

12 And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how 
shall we do unto him? 


193. 

13 And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Of all that I said unto the woman let her 
beware. 

14 She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong 
drink, nor eat any unclean thing: all that I commanded her let her observe. 

194. 

15 And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, I pray thee, let us detain thee, until we shall 
have made ready a kid for thee. 


195. 

16 And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy 
bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the LORD. 

For Manoah knew not that he was an angel of the LORD. 

196. 

17 And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What is thy name, that when thy sayings come 
to pass we may do thee honour? 

18 And the angel of the LORD said unto him. Why askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is 
secret? 


197. 

19 So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and 
the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. 

20 For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of 
the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. 


198. 

And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground. 

21 But the angel of the LORD did no more appear to Manoah and to his wife. 

Then Manoah knew that he was an angel of the LORD. 

199. 

22 And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God. 

23 But his wife said unto him, If the LORD were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a 
burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither would he have shewed us all these things, 
nor would as at this time have told us such things as these. 

200 . 

24 And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD 
blessed him. 

25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah 
and Eshtaol. 
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The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
Divisions 201-230 


201 . 


JUDGES 14-15 


1 And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the 
Philistines. 

2 And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman in Timnath 
of the daughters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife. 


202 . 

3 Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a woman among the daughters of 
thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised 
Philistines? 


203. 

And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well. 

4 But his father and his mother knew not that it was of the LORD, that he sought an occasion 
against the Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel. 

204. 

5 Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards 
of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him. 

6 And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a 
kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had done. 

205. 

7 And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well. 

8 And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, 
behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. 

206. 

9 And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he 
gave them, and they did eat: but he told not them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of 
the lion. 


207. 

10 So his father went down unto the woman: and Samson made there a feast; for so used the 
young men to do. 

11 And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be with him. 

208. 

12 And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a riddle unto you: if ye can certainly declare 
it me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty sheets and thirty 
change of garments: 

13 But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me thirty sheets and thirty change of 
garments. 


209. 

And they said unto him. Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it. 

14 And he said unto them. Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth 
sweetness. 

And they could not in three days expound the riddle. 
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210 . 

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson's wife, 

Entice thy husband, that he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father's 
house with fire: 

have ye called us to take that we have? is it not sol 

211 . 

16 And Samson's wife wept before him, and said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me not: thou 
hast put forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and hast not told it me. And he said unto her, 
Behold, I have not told it my father nor my mother, and shall I tell it thee? 

212 . 

17 And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the 
seventh day, that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the children 
of her people. 


213. 

18 And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh day before the sun went down, What is 
sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than a lion? 

And he said unto them. If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle. 

214. 

19 And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty 
men of them, and took their spoil, and gave change of garments unto them which expounded the 
riddle. 

And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father's house. 

20 But Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom he had used as his friend. 


JUDGES 15 


215. 

1 But it came to pass within a while after, in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson visited his 
wife with a kid; and he said, I will go in to my wife into the chamber. 

But her father would not suffer him to go in. 


216. 

2 And her father said, I verily thought that thou hadst utterly hated her; therefore I gave her to thy 
companion: 

is not her younger sister fairer than she? take her, I pray thee, instead of her. 

217. 

3 And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more blameless than the Philistines, though 
I do them a displeasure. 


218. 

4 And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, 
and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails. 

5 And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into the standing corn of the Philistines, 
and burnt up both the shocks, and also the standing com, with the vineyards and olives. 

219. 

6 Then the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they answered, Samson, the son in law of 
the Timnite, because he had taken his wife, and given her to his companion. And the Philistines 
came up, and burnt her and her father with fire. 


220 . 

7 And Samson said unto them, Though ye have done this, yet will I be avenged of you, and after 
that I will cease. 

8 And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter: and he went down and dwelt in the top 
of the rock Etam. 
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221 . 

9 Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and spread themselves in Lehi. 

10 And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against us? And they answered, To bind 
Samson are we come up, to do to him as he hath done to us. 

222 . 

11 Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, 
Rnowest thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that thou hast done unto us? 

And he said unto them, As they did unto me, so have I done unto them. 

223. 

12 And they said unto him, We are come down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the 
hand of the Philistines. 

And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not fall upon me yourselves. 

224. 

13 And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into their 
hand: but surely we will not kill thee. 

And they bound him with two new cords, and brought him up from the rock. 

225. 

\AAnd when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the LORD 
came mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with 
fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands. 


226. 

15 And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a 
thousand men therewith. 


227. 

16 And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I 
slain a thousand men. 

17 And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out 
of his hand, and called that place Ramath-lehi. 


228. 

18 And he was sore athirst, and called on the LORD, and said. Thou hast given this great 
deliverance into the hand of thy servant: 

and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? 

229. 

19 But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when 
he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived: 

wherefore he called the name thereof En-hakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day. 

230. 

20 And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years. 
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The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER NINE 
Divisions 231-255 


231. 


JUDGES 16 


1 Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and went in unto her. 

2 And it was told the Gazites, saying, Samson is come hither. And they compassed him in, and 
laid wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, In the 
morning, when it is day, we shall kill him. 


232. 

3 And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city, 
and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and 
carried them up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron. 

233. 

4 And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was 
Delilah. 

5 And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see 
wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind 
him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver. 

234. 

6 And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and 
wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee. 

7 And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with seven green withs that were never dried, then 
shall I be weak, and be as another man. 


235. 

8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs which had not been dried, 
and she bound him with them. 

9 Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. 

236. 

And she said unto him. The Philistines he upon thee, Samson. 

And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. 

So his strength was not known. 


237. 

10 And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I 
pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound. 

11 And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were occupied, then shall 
I be weak, and be as another man. 


238. 

12 Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said unto him. The Philistines 
he upon thee, Samson! 

And there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. 

And he brake them from off his arms like a thread. 

239. 

13 And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me 
wherewith thou mightest be bound. 

And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of my head with the web. 
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240. 

14 And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him. The Philistines be upon thee, Samson! 
And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and with the web. 

241. 

15 And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not with me? 

thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth. 

242. 

16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that his 
soul was vexed unto death; 

17 That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, 

243. 

There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my 
mother's womb: 

if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other 
man. 


244. 

18 And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the 
Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart. 

Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their hand. 

245. 

19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to 
shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. 

246. 

20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. 

And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. 

And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him. 

247. 

21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound 
him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house. 

22 Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he was shaven. 

248. 

23 Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto 
Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said. Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our 
hand. 

24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for they said, Our god hath delivered 
into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us. 

249. 

25 And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said. Call for Samson, that he 
may make us sport. 

And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them sport: and they set him 
between the pillars. 


250. 

26 And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand. Suffer me that I may feel the pillars 
whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them. 

251. 

27 Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and 
there were upon the roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson made 
sport. 
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252. 

28 And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, 

O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, 
that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. 

253. 

29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it 
was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left. 

254. 

30 And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; 
and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he 
slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life. 

255. 

31 Then his brethren and all the house of his father came down, and took him, and brought him 
up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah his father. 

And he judged Israel twenty years. 


The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER TEN 
Divisions 256-280 


JUDGES 17-18 


256. 

1 And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah. 

2 And he said unto his mother, The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from thee, 
about which thou cursedst, and spakest of also in mine ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it. 
And his mother said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my son. 


257. 

3 And when he had restored the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, I 
had wholly dedicated the silver unto the LORD from my hand for my son, to make a graven image 
and a molten image: now therefore I will restore it unto thee. 

258. 

4 Yet he restored the money unto his mother; and his mother took two hundred shekels of silver, 
and gave them to the founder, who made thereof a graven image and a molten image: and they 
were in the house of Micah. 

5 And the man Micah had an house of gods, and made an ephod, and teraphim, and consecrated 
one of his sons, who became his priest. 


259. 

6 In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes. 

7 And there was a young man out of Beth-lehem-judah of the family of Judah, who was a Levite, 
and he sojourned there. 

8 And the man departed out of the city from Beth-lehem-judah to sojourn where he could find a 
place: and he came to mount Ephraim to the house of Micah, as he journeyed. 

260. 

9 And Micah said unto him, Whence comest thou? 

And he said unto him, I am a Levite of Beth-lehem-judah, and I go to sojourn where I may find a 
place. 

261. 

10 And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto me a father and a priest, and I will give 
thee ten shekels of silver by the year, and a suit of apparel, and thy victuals. 

So the Levite went in. 
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262 . 

11 And the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man was unto him as one of 
his sons. 

12 And Micah consecrated the Levite; and the young man became his priest, and was in the 
house of Micah. 

13 Then said Micah, Now know I that the LORD will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my 
priest. 


263. 


JUDGES 18 


1 In those days there was no king in Israel: and in those days the tribe of the Danites sought them 
an inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day all their inheritance had not fallen unto them among 
the tribes of Israel. 


264. 

2 And the children of Dan sent of their family five men from their coasts, men of valour, from 
Zorah, and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land, and to search it; 

and they said unto them, Go, search the land: who when they came to mount Ephraim, to the 
house of Micah, they lodged there. 


265. 

3 When they were by the house of Micah, they knew the voice of the young man the Levite: and 
they turned in thither, and said unto him, Who brought thee hither? and what makest thou in this 
place ? and what hast thou here? 

4 And he said unto them. Thus and thus dealeth Micah with me, and hath hired me, and I am his 
priest. 


266. 

5 And they said unto him, Ask counsel, we pray thee, of God, that we may know whether our 
way which we go shall be prosperous. 

6 And the priest said unto them, Go in peace: before the LORD is your way wherein ye go. 

267. 

7 Then the five men departed, and came to Laish, and saw the people that were therein, how they 
dwelt careless, after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there was no magistrate in 
the land, that might put them to shame in any thing; and they were far from the Zidonians, and had 
no business with any man. 

8 And they came unto their brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol: and their brethren said unto them, 
What say ye? 


268. 

9 And they said, Arise, that we may go up against them: for we have seen the land, and, behold, it 
is very good: and are ye still? be not slothful to go, and to enter to possess the land. 

10 When ye go, ye shall come unto a people secure, and to a large land: for God hath given it into 
your hands; a place where there is no want of any thing that is in the earth. 

269. 

11 And there went from thence of the family of the Danites, out of Zorah and out of Eshtaol, six 
hundred men appointed with weapons of war. 

12 And they went up, and pitched in Kirjath-jearim, in Judah: wherefore they called that place 
Mahaneh-dan unto this day: behold, it is behind Kirjath-jearim. 

270. 

13 And they passed thence unto mount Ephraim, and came unto the house of Micah. 

14 Then answered the five men that went to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto their 
brethren. Do ye know that there is in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven image, and 
a molten image? now therefore consider what ye have to do. 
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271 . 

15 And they turned thitherward, and came to the house of the young man the Levite, even unto 
the house of Micah, and saluted him. 

16 And the six hundred men appointed with their weapons of war, which were of the children of 
Dan, stood by the entering of the gate. 


272. 

17 And the five men that went to spy out the land went up, and came in thither, and took the 
graven image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image: and the priest stood in the 
entering of the gate with the six hundred men that were appointed with weapons of war. 

273. 

18 And these went into Micah's house, and fetched the carved image, the ephod, and the 
teraphim, and the molten image. 

Then said the priest unto them, What do ye? 


274. 

19 And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, and 
be to us a father and a priest: 

is it better for thee to be a priest unto the house of one man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe 
and a family in Israel? 


275. 

20 And the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven 
image, and went in the midst of the people. 

21 So they turned and departed, and put the little ones and the cattle and the carriage before them. 

276. 

22 And when they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men that were in the houses 
near to Micah's house were gathered together, and overtook the children of Dan. 

23 And they cried unto the children of Dan. And they turned their faces, and said unto Micah, 
What aileth thee, that thou comest with such a company? 

277. 

24 And he said, Ye have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest, and ye are gone away: 
and what have I more? and what is this that ye say unto me. What aileth thee? 

25 And the children of Dan said unto him, Let not thy voice be heard among us, lest angry 
fellows run upon thee, and thou lose thy life, with the lives of thy household. 

278. 

26 And the children of Dan went their way: and when Micah saw that they were too strong for 
him, he turned and went back unto his house. 

27 And they took the things which Micah had made, and the priest which he had, and came unto 
Laish, unto a people that were at quiet and secure: and they smote them with the edge of the sword, 
and burnt the city with fire. 


279. 

28 And there was no deliverer, because it was far from Zidon, and they had no business with any 
man; and it was in the valley that lieth by Beth-rehob. And they built a city, and dwelt therein. 

29 And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born 
unto Israel: howbeit the name of the city was Laish at the first. 

280. 

30 And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son 
of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the 
land. 

31 And they set them up Micah's graven image, which he made, all the time that the house of 
God was in Shiloh. 
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The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 
Divisions 281-305 


281. 


JUDGES 19 - 20:21 


1 And it came to pass in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that there was a certain 
Levite sojourning on the side of mount Ephraim, who took to him a concubine out of Beth-lehem- 
judah. 

2 And his concubine played the whore against him, and went away from him unto her father's 
house to Beth-lehem-judah, and was there four whole months. 


282. 

3 And her husband arose, and went after her, to speak friendly unto her, and to bring her again, 
having his servant with him, and a couple of asses: and she brought him into her father's house: and 
when the father of the damsel saw him, he rejoiced to meet him. 

4 And his father in law, the damsel's father, retained him; and he abode with him three days: so 
they did eat and drink, and lodged there. 


283. 

5 And it came to pass on the fourth day, when they arose early in the morning, that he rose up to 
depart: and the damsel's father said unto his son in law, Comfort thine heart with a morsel of bread, 
and afterward go your way. 

6 And they sat down, and did eat and drink both of them together: for the damsel's father had said 
unto the man, Be content, I pray thee, and tarry all night, and let thine heart be merry. 

284. 

7 And when the man rose up to depart, his father in law urged him: therefore he lodged there 
again. 

8 And he arose early in the morning on the fifth day to depart: and the damsel's father said, 
Comfort thine heart, I pray thee. And they tarried until afternoon, and they did eat both of them. 

285. 

9 And when the man rose up to depart, he, and his concubine, and his servant, his father in law, 
the damsel's father, said unto him, Behold, now the day draweth toward evening, I pray you tarry 
all night: behold, the day groweth to an end, lodge here, that thine heart may be merry; and to 
morrow get you early on your way, that thou mayest go home. 

10 But the man would not tarry that night, but he rose up and departed, and came over against 
Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there were with him two asses saddled, his concubine also was with 
him. 


286. 

11 And when they were by Jebus, the day was far spent; and the servant said unto his master, 
Come, I pray thee, and let us turn in into this city of the Jebusites, and lodge in it. 

12 And his master said unto him, We will not turn aside hither into the city of a stranger, that is 
not of the children of Israel; we will pass over to Gibeah. 

287. 

13 And he said unto his servant, Come, and let us draw near to one of these places to lodge all 
night, in Gibeah, or in Ramah. 

14 And they passed on and went their way; and the sun went down upon them when they were by 
Gibeah, which belongeth to Benjamin. 

288. 

15 And they turned aside thither, to go in and to lodge in Gibeah: and when he went in, he sat 
him down in a street of the city: for there was no man that took them into his house to lodging. 

16 And, behold, there came an old man from his work out of the field at even, which was also of 
mount Ephraim; and he sojourned in Gibeah: but the men of the place were Benjamites. 
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289. 

17 And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a wayfaring man in the street of the city: and the 
old man said, Whither goest thou? and whence comest thou? 

18 And he said unto him, We are passing from Beth-lehem-judah toward the side of mount 
Ephraim; from thence am I: and I went to Beth-lehem-judah, but I am now going to the house of 
the LORD; and there is no man that receiveth me to house. 

290. 

19 Yet there is both straw and provender for our asses; and there is bread and wine also for me, 
and for thy handmaid, and for the young man which is with thy servants: there is no want of any 
thing. 

20 And the old man said, Peace be with thee; howsoever let all thy wants lie upon me; only lodge 
not in the street. 


291. 

21 So he brought him into his house, and gave provender unto the asses: and they washed their 
feet, and did eat and drink. 

22 Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons of 
Belial, beset the house round about, and beat at the door, and spake to the master of the house, the 
old man, saying, Bring forth the man that came into thine house, that we may know him. 

292. 

23 And the man, the master of the house, went out unto them, and said unto them, Nay, my 
brethren, nay, I pray you, do not so wickedly; seeing that this man is come into mine house, do not 
this folly. 

24 Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and 
humble ye them, and do with them what seemeth good unto you: but unto this man do not so vile a 
thing. 


293. 

25 But the men would not hearken to him: so the man took his concubine, and brought her forth 
unto them; and they knew her, and abused her all the night until the morning: and when the day 
began to spring, they let her go. 

26 Then came the woman in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the door of the man's house 
where her lord was, till it was light. 


294. 

27 And her lord rose up in the morning, and opened the doors of the house, and went out to go 
his way: and, behold, the woman his concubine was fallen down at the door of the house, and her 
hands were upon the threshold. 

28 And he said unto her, Up, and let us be going. But none answered. Then the man took her up 
upon an ass, and the man rose up, and gat him unto his place. 

295. 

29 And when he was come into his house, he took a knife, and laid hold on his concubine, and 
divided her, together with her bones, into twelve pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of Israel. 

30 And it was so, that all that saw it said, There was no such deed done nor seen from the day 
that the children of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt unto this day: consider of it, take 
advice, and speak your minds. 


296. 


JUDGES 20 


1 Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation was gathered together as one 
man, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, with the land of Gilead, unto the LORD in Mizpeh. 

2 And the chief of all the people, even of all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the 
assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand footmen that drew sword. 
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297. 

3 (Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel were gone up to Mizpeh.) Then 
said the children of Israel, Tell us, how was this wickedness? 

4 And the Levite, the husband of the woman that was slain, answered and said, I came into 
Gibeah that belongeth to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to lodge. 

298. 

5 And the men of Gibeah rose against me, and beset the house round about upon me by night, 
and thought to have slain me: and my concubine have they forced, that she is dead. 

6 And I took my concubine, and cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all the country of the 
inheritance of Israel: for they have committed lewdness and folly in Israel. 

299. 

7 Behold, ye are all children of Israel; give here your advice and counsel. 

8 And all the people arose as one man, saying, We will not any of us go to his tent, neither will 
we any of us turn into his house. 


300. 

9 But now this shall be the thing which we will do to Gibeah; we will go up by lot against it; 

10 And we will take ten men of an hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel, and an hundred of 
a thousand, and a thousand out of ten thousand, to fetch victual for the people, that they may do, 
when they come to Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the folly that they have wrought in Israel. 

301. 

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, knit together as one man. 

12 And the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, What wickedness 
is this that is done among you? 


302. 

13 Now therefore deliver us the men, the children of Belial, which are in Gibeah, that we may 
put them to death, and put away evil from Israel. But the children of Benjamin would not hearken 
to the voice of their brethren the children of Israel: 

14 But the children of Benjamin gathered themselves together out of the cities unto Gibeah, to go 
out to battle against the children of Israel. 


303. 

15 And the children of Benjamin were numbered at that time out of the cities twenty and six 
thousand men that drew sword, beside the inhabitants of Gibeah, which were numbered seven 
hundred chosen men. 

16 Among all this people there were seven hundred chosen men lefthanded; every one could sling 
stones at an hair breadth, and not miss. 

17 And the men of Israel, beside Benjamin, were numbered four hundred thousand men that drew 
sword: all these were men of war. 


304. 

18 And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God, and asked counsel of God, 
and said, Which of us shall go up first to the battle against the children of Benjamin? And the 
LORD said, Judah shall go up first. 

19 And the children of Israel rose up in the morning, and encamped against Gibeah. 

305. 

20 And the men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin; and the men of Israel put 
themselves in array to fight against them at Gibeah. 

21 And the children of Benjamin came forth out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to the ground of 
the Israelites that day twenty and two thousand men. 
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The Book of Judges 


CHAPTER TWELVE 
Divisions 306-335 


306. 


JUDGES 20:22 - 21 


22 And the people the men of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their battle again in array in 
the place where they put themselves in array the first day. 


23 (And the children of Israel went up and wept before the LORD until even, and asked counsel 
of the LORD, saying. Shall I go up again to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother? 
And the LORD said. Go up against him.) 


307. 

24 And the children of Israel came near against the children of Benjamin the second day. 

25 And Benjamin went forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed down to 
the ground of the children of Israel again eighteen thousand men; all these drew the sword. 

308. 

26 Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of God, 
and wept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until even, and offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. 


309. 

27 And the children of Israel enquired of the LORD, (for the ark of the covenant of God was 
there in those days, 

28 And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) saying, 
Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease? And 
the LORD said, Go up; for to morrow I will deliver them into thine hand. 

310. 

29 And Israel set tiers in wait round about Gibeah. 

30 And the children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day, and put 
themselves in array against Gibeah, as at other times. 

311. 

31 And the children of Benjamin went out against the people, and were drawn away from the 
city; and they began to smite of the people, and kill, as at other times, in the highways, of which 
one goeth up to the house of God, and the other to Gibeah in the field, about thirty men of Israel. 

32 And the children of Benjamin said, They are smitten down before us, as at the first. But the 
children of Israel said, Let us flee, and draw them from the city unto the highways. 

312. 

33 And all the men of Israel rose up out of their place, and put themselves in array at Baal-tamar: 
and the liers in wait of Israel came forth out of their places, even out of the meadows of Gibeah. 

34 And there came against Gibeah ten thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and the battle was 
sore: but they knew not that evil was near them. 


313. 

35 And the LORD smote Benjamin before Israel: and the children of Israel destroyed of the 
Benjamites that day twenty and five thousand and an hundred men: all these drew the sword. 

314. 

36 So the children of Benjamin saw that they were smitten: for the men of Israel gave place to the 
Benjamites, because they trusted unto the liers in wait which they had set beside Gibeah. 

37 And the liers in wait hasted, and rushed upon Gibeah; and the liers in wait drew themselves 
along, and smote all the city with the edge of the sword. 
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315 . 

38 Now there was an appointed sign between the men of Israel and the liers in wait, that they 
should make a great flame with smoke rise up out of the city. 

39 And when the men of Israel retired in the battle, Benjamin began to smite and kill of the men 
of Israel about thirty persons: for they said, Surely they are smitten down before us, as in the first 
battle. 


316. 

40 But when the flame began to arise up out of the city with a pillar of smoke, the Benjamites 
looked behind them, and, behold, the flame of the city ascended up to heaven. 

41 And when the men of Israel turned again, the men of Benjamin were amazed: for they saw 
that evil was come upon them. 


317. 

42 Therefore they turned their backs before the men of Israel unto the way of the wilderness; but 
the battle overtook them; and them which came out of the cities they destroyed in the midst of 
them. 

43 Thus they inclosed the Benjamites round about, and chased them, and trode them down with 
ease over against Gibeah toward the sunrising. 


318. 

44 And there fell of Benjamin eighteen thousand men; all these were men of valour. 

45 And they turned and fled toward the wilderness unto the rock of Rimmon: and they gleaned of 
them in the highways five thousand men; and pursued hard after them unto Gidom, and slew two 
thousand men of them. 


319. 

46 So that all which fell that day of Benjamin were twenty and five thousand men that drew the 
sword; all these were men of valour. 

47 But six hundred men turned and fled to the wilderness unto the rock Rimmon, and abode in 
the rock Rimmon four months. 


320. 

48 And the men of Israel turned again upon the children of Benjamin, and smote them with the 
edge of the sword, as well the men of every city, as the beast, and all that came to hand: also they 
set on fire all the cities that they came to. 


321. 


JUDGES 21 


1 Now the men of Israel had sworn in Mizpeh, saying, There shall not any of us give his daughter 
unto Benjamin to wife. 

2 And the people came to the house of God, and abode there till even before God, and lifted up 
their voices, and wept sore; 


322. 

3 And said, O LORD God of Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that there should be to day 
one tribe lacking in Israel? 

4 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, and built there an altar, and 
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 


323. 

5 And the children of Israel said, Who is there among all the tribes of Israel that came not up with 
the congregation unto the LORD? For they had made a great oath concerning him that came not up 
to the LORD to Mizpeh, saying, He shall surely be put to death. 

324. 

6 And the children of Israel repented them for Benjamin their brother, and said, There is one tribe 
cut off from Israel this day. 
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325. 

7 How shall we do for wives for diem that remain, seeing we have sworn by the LORD that we 
will not give them of our daughters to wives? 

8 And they said, What one is there of the tribes of Israel that came not up to Mizpeh to the 
LORD? 

326. 

And, behold, there came none to the camp from Jabesh-gilead to the assembly. 

9 For the people were numbered, and, behold, there were none of the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 
there. 

327. 

10 And the congregation sent thither twelve thousand men of the valiantest, and commanded 
them, saying. Go and smite the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword, with the 
women and the children. 

11 And this is the thing that ye shall do, Ye shall utterly destroy every male, and every woman 
that hath lain by man. 


328. 

12 And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead four hundred young virgins, that had 
known no man by lying with any male: and they brought them unto the camp to Shiloh, which is in 
the land of Canaan. 

13 And the whole congregation sent some to speak to the children of Benjamin that were in the 
rock Rimmon, and to call peaceably unto them. 


329. 

14 And Benjamin came again at that time; and they gave them wives which they had saved alive 
of the women of Jabesh-gilead: and yet so they sufficed them not. 

15 And the people repented them for Benjamin, because that the LORD had made a breach in the 
tribes of Israel. 

330. 

16 Then the elders of the congregation said. How shall we do for wives for them that remain, 
seeing the women are destroyed out of Benjamin? 

17 And they said. There must be an inheritance for them that be escaped of Benjamin, that a tribe 
be not destroyed out of Israel. 


331. 

18 Howbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters: for the children of Israel have sworn, 
saying. Cursed be he that giveth a wife to Benjamin. 

19 Then they said, Behold, there is a feast of the LORD in Shiloh yearly in a place which is on 
the north side of Beth-el, on the east side of the highway that goeth up from Beth-el to Shechem, 
and on the south of Lebonah. 


332. 

20 Therefore they commanded the children of Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in wait in the 
vineyards; 

21 And see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in dances, then come ye 
out of the vineyards, and catch you every man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the 
land of Benjamin. 

333. 

22 And it shall be, when their fathers or their brethren come unto us to complain, that we will say 
unto them, Be favourable unto them for our sakes: because we reserved not to each man his wife in 
the war: for ye did not give unto them at this time, that ye should be guilty. 

334. 

23 And the children of Benjamin did so, and took them wives, according to their number, of them 
that danced, whom they caught: and they went and returned unto their inheritance, and repaired the 
cities, and dwelt in them. 

335. 

24 And the children of Israel departed thence at that time, every man to his tribe and to his 
family, and they went out from thence every man to his inheritance. 

25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. 


355 



The Book of Ruth 


1ST' JUDGES, CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
Divisions 336-375 [1-40] 


Chapters 22-25 of the 'First' Book of Judges 


336. 


RUTH 1-4 


1 Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And 
a certain man of Beth-lehem-judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and 
his two sons. 

2 And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his 
two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-judah. And they came into the country of 
Moab, and continued there. 


337. 

3 And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. 

4 And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the 
name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. 

5 And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons and 
her husband. 


338. 

6 Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab: 

for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the LORD had visited his people in giving 
them bread. 

7 Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, and her two daughters in law with 
her; and they went on the way to return unto the land of Judah. 

339. 

8 And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother's house: the 
LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 

9 The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. 

Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept. 

10 And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people. 

340. 

11 And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? are there yet any more 
sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? 

12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have an husband. If I should say, I 
have hope, if I should have an husband also to night, and should also bear sons; 

13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye stay for them from having husbands? 
nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD is gone out 
against me. 


341. 

14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth 
clave unto her. 

15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: return 
thou after thy sister in law. 


342. 

16 And Ruth said. Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither 
thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God: 

17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, 
if ought but death part thee and me. 
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343. 

18 When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left speaking unto her. 

19 So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. 

344. 

And it came to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, that all the city was moved about 
them, and they said, Is this Naomi?. 

20 And she said unto them, 

Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 

345. 

21 I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye me 
Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? 

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned out 
of the country of Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 


346. 


RUTH 2 


1 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of 
Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. 


2 And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn 
after him in whose sight I shall find grace. 

And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. 


347. 

3 And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap was to light on a 
part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 

4 And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. 
And they answered him, The LORD bless thee. 


348. 

5 Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel is this? 

6 And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish damsel that 
came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab: 

7 And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves: so she 
came, and hath continued even from the morning until now, that she tarried a little in the house. 

349. 

8 Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, 
neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens: 

9 Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go thou after them: have I not charged the 
young men that they shall not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink 
of that which the young men have drawn. 


350. 

10 Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have I 
found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? 

11 And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done 
unto thy mother in law since the death of thine husband: and how thou hast left thy father and thy 
mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore. 

12 The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, 
under whose wings thou art come to trust. 
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351 . 

13 Then she said. Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and 
for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one of thine 
handmaidens. 

14 And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy 
morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and he reached her parched corn , and she did 
eat, and was sufficed, and left. 


352. 

15 And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean 
even among the sheaves, and reproach her not: 

16 And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, that she may glean 
them, and rebuke her not. 


353. 

17 So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had gleaned: and it was about an 
ephah of barley. 

18 And she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in law saw what she had gleaned: 
and she brought forth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she was sufficed. 

19 And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest 
thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. 

354. 

And she shewed her mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with 
whom I wrought to day is Boaz. 

20 And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off 
his kindness to the living and to the dead. 

And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. 

355. 

21 And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, 
until they have ended all my harvest. 

22 And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with 
his maidens, that they meet thee not in any other field. 

23 So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest and of wheat 
harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law. 


RUTH 3 


356. 

1 Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it 
may be well with thee? 

2 And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth 
barley to night in the threshingfloor. 


357. 

3 Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to 
the floor: but make not thyself known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. 

4 And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou 
shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do. 

358. 

5 And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do. 

6 And she went down unto the floor, and did according to all that her mother in law bade her. 

7 And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of 
the heap of corn: and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down. 


358 



359 . 

8 And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a 
woman lay at his feet. 

9 And he said, Who art thou? 

And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for 
thou art a near kinsman. 


360. 

10 And he said. Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast shewed more kindness 
in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor 
or rich. 

11 And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my 
people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman. 

361. 

12 And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I. 

13 Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will perform unto thee the part of a 
kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's part: but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, 
then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the LORD liveth: lie down until the morning. 

362. 

14 And she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up before one could know another. And 
he said, Let it not be known that a woman came into the floor. 

15 Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. 

363. 

And when she held it, he measured six measures of barley, and laid it on her: and she went into 
the city. 

16 And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she told 
her all that the man had done to her. 


364. 

17 And she said, These six measures of barley gave he me; for he said to me. Go not empty unto 
thy mother in law. 

18 Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for the man will 
not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day. 


365. 


RUTH 4 


1 Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom 
Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. 

And he turned aside, and sat down. 

2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down. 


367. 

3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of Moab, selleth a 
parcel of land, which was our brother Elimelech's: 

4 And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of 
my people. 


If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for 
there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it. 


368. 

5 Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it also of 
Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. 

6 And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: redeem 
thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it. 
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369. 

7 Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning 
changing, for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and 
this was a testimony in Israel. 

8 Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe. 

370. 

9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have 
bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi. 

10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise 
up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among 
his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day. 

371. 

11 And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said. We are witnesses. The LORD 
make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the 
house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Beth-lehem: 

12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed 
which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman. 

372. 

13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her 
conception, and she bare a son. 


373. 

14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day 
without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. 

15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy 
daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him. 

374. 

16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 

17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and they 
called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

375. 

18 Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, 

19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, 

20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, 

21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, 

22 And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 


360 



The Book of Jonah 


' 1 ST JUDGES, CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
Divisions 376-400 [1-25] 


Chapters 26-29 of the 'First' Book of Judges 


JONAH 1-4 


376. 

1 Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 

2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before 
me. 


377. 

3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to 
Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: 

so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the 
presence of the LORD. 


378. 

4 But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so 
that the ship was like to be broken. 

5 Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that 
were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. 

379. 

But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 

6 So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call 
upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. 

380. 

7 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose 
cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 

381. 

8 Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is 
thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou? 

9 And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath 
made the sea and the dry land. 


382. 

10 Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the 
men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 

383. 

11 Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for 
the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. 

12 And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm 
unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 

384. 

13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea 
wrought, and was tempestuous against them. 

14 Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, 
let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast 
done as it pleased thee. 
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385 . 

15 So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. 

16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and 
made vows. 

17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. 


386 

1 Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly, 

2 And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; 
out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. 


JONAH 2 


387. 

3 For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; 

and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me. 

4 Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; 

yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 


388. 

5 The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: 

the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head. 

6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; 
the earth with her bars was about me for ever: 

yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God. 

389. 

7 When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: 
and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. 

8 They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. 

390. 

9 But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; 

I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD. 

10 And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 


JONAH 3 


391. 

1 And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying, 

2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 


392. 

3 So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh 
was an exceeding great city of three days' journey. 

4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 


393. 

5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them. 

6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe 
from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 
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394. 

7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and 
his nobles, saying, 

Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: 

8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: 

395. 

yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. 

9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish 
not? 

And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that 
he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not. 


396. 

1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 

2 And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, 


JONAH 4 


I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled 
before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 

3 Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die 
than to live. 


397. 

4 Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry? 

5 So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, 
and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city. 

398. 

6 And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a 
shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. 

So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 

7 But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it 
withered. 

399. 

8 And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the 
sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better 
for me to die than to live. 

9 And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? 

And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. 

400. 

10 Then said the LORD, 

Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; 
which came up in a night, and perished in a night: 

11 And should not 1 spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand 
persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle? 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-35 


The 'Second' Book of Judges 


The Hebrew word Uzu can be translated 'counsel'. The table of nations in Genesis 10 says that Uz 
was the son of Aram, from the lineage of Shem. According to the Book of Jasher chapter 66, Job 
was a counselor to the Egyptian Pharoah, and was from the land of Uz located in Mesopotamia. 
And, that he was the contemporary of Joseph, around 1700 BC. Deborah, the nurse of Rebecca, 
was the daughter of another fellow named Uz, which could possibly indicate that Uz was an elder 
when Joseph was over Egypt. 

Job 32-37 implies the book was recorded by Elihu the Buzite, and may be interpreted as the same 
Eli who was the godfather of Samuel. The book appears to be from about the time of the Ice Age 
that was caused by a large volcano 1150 BC, It caused a century of famine and war, and was the 
first era of literary activity in ancient Persia. 


1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, 
and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 

2 And there were bom unto him seven sons and three daughters. 

3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred 
yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the 
greatest of all the men of the east. 


2 . 

4 And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their 
three sisters to eat and to drink with them. 

5 And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified 
them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of 
them all: 

for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. 

Thus did Job continually. 


3. 

6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan came also among them. 

7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? 

Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking 
up and down in it. 


4. 

8 And the LORD said unto Satan, 

Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, 
a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 

5. 

9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said. Doth Job fear God for nought? 

10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on 
every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 

11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

6 . 

12 And the LORD said unto Satan, 

Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. 

So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. 
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7 . 

13 And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 
eldest brother's house: 

14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding 
beside them: 

15 And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with 
the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 


8 . 

16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from 
heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. 

17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said. The Chaldeans made out three 
bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the 
edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

9. 

18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 

19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four comers of the 
house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

10 . 

20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and 
worshipped, 

21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD 
gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. 

22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 


1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD. 

2 And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? 


12 . 

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking 
up and down in it. 


13. 

3 And the LORD said unto Satan, 

Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an 
upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 

and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him 
without cause. 


14. 

4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for 
his life. 

5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy 
face. 

15. 

6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. 

16. 

7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the 
sole of his foot unto his crown. 

8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes. 
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17. 

9 Then said his wife unto him. Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. 

18. 

10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. 

What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? 

In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 


19. 

11 Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him, they came every 
one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: 
for they had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him and to comfort him. 

20 . 

12 And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their voice, and 
wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven. 

13 So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none spake a 
word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great. 


21 . 

1 After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day. 


JOB 3 


22 . 

2 And Job spake, and said, 

3 Let the day perish wherein I was bom, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child 
conceived. 


23. 

4 Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the light shine upon it. 

24. 

5 Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it; let a cloud dwell upon it; let the blackness of the 
day terrify it. 

6 As for that night, let darkness seize upon it; let it not be joined unto the days of the year, let it 
not come into the number of the months. 


25. 

7 Lo, let that night be solitary, let no joyful voice come therein. 

8 Let them curse it that curse the day, who are ready to raise up their mourning. 

26. 

9 Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark; let it look for light, but have none; 
neither let it see the dawning of the day: 

10 Because it shut not up the doors of my mother's womb, nor hid sorrow from mine eyes. 

27. 

11 Why died I not from the womb? why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly? 

12 Why did the knees prevent me? or why the breasts that I should suck? 

28. 

13 For now should I have lain still and been quiet, I should have slept: then had I been at rest, 

14 With kings and counsellors of the earth, which built desolate places for themselves; 

29. 

15 Or with princes that had gold, who filled their houses with silver: 

16 Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been; as infants which never saw light. 
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30. 

17 There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest. 

31. 

18 There the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor. 

19 The small and great are there; and the servant is free from his master. 

32. 

20 Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto the bitter in soul; 

21 Which long for death, but it cometh not; and dig for it more than for hid treasures; 

22 Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can find the grave? 

33. 

23 Why is light given to a man whose way is hid, and whom God hath hedged in? 

34. 

24 For my sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters. 

25 For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come 
unto me. 

35. 

26 I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came. 


The Book of Job CHAPTER TWO 

Divisions 36-60 


JOB 4-5 


36. 

1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, 

2 If we assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from 
speaking? 


37. 

3 Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened the weak hands. 

4 Thy words have upholden him that was falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees. 

38. 

5 But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 

6 Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways? 

39. 

7 Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut 
off? 

8 Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same. 

9 By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of his nostrils are they consumed. 

40. 

10 The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, and the teeth of the young lions, are 
broken. 

11 The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, and the stout lion's whelps are scattered abroad. 

41. 

12 Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear received a little thereof. 

13 In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men, 

14 Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones to shake. 
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42 . 

15 Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up: 

16 It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there 
was silence, and I heard a voice, saying, 


43. 

17 Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his maker? 

18 Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with folly: 


44. 

19 How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, which 
are crushed before the moth? 


45. 

20 They are destroyed from morning to evening: they perish for ever without any regarding it. 

21 Doth not their excellency which is in them go away? they die, even without wisdom. 


1 Call now, if there be any that will answer thee; and to which of the saints wilt thou turn? 

47. 

2 For wrath killeth the foolish man, and envy slayeth the silly one. 

3 I have seen the foolish taking root: but suddenly I cursed his habitation. 

48. 

4 His children are far from safety, and they are crushed in the gate, neither is there any to deliver 
them. 

5 Whose harvest the hungry eateth up, and taketh it even out of the thorns, and the robber 
swalloweth up their substance. 


49. 

6 Although affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground; 

7 Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward. 

50. 

8 I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause: 

9 Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without number: 

51. 

10 Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the fields: 

11 To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted to safety. 

52. 

12 He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their enterprise. 

13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. 

14 They meet with darkness in the daytime, and grope in the noonday as in the night. 

53. 

15 But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty. 

16 So the poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth. 

54. 

17 Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of 
the Almighty: 

18 For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole. 
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55. 

19 He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. 

20 In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword. 

56. 

21 Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction 
when it cometh. 


57. 

22 At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the 
earth. 

23 For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be at 
peace with thee. 


58. 

24 And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace; and thou shalt visit thy habitation, 
and shalt not sin. 


59. 

25 Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great, and thine offspring as the grass of the earth. 

26 Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of com cometh in in his season. 

60. 

27 Lo this, we have searched it, so it is; 
hear it, and know thou it for thy good. 


The Book of Job CHAPTER THREE 

Divisions 61-95 


1 But Job answered and said, 

2 Oh that my grief were throughly weighed, and my calamity laid in the balances together! 

62. 

3 For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up. 

4 For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit: the 
teiTors of God do set themselves in array against me. 

63. 

5 Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass? or loweth the ox over his fodder? 

6 Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt? or is there any taste in the white of an egg? 

64. 

7 The things that my soul refused to touch are as my sorrowful meat. 

8 Oh that I might have my request; and that God would grant me the thing that I long for! 

65. 

9 Even that it would please God to destroy me; that he would let loose his hand, and cut me off! 

10 Then should I yet have comfort; yea, I would harden myself in sorrow: 
let him not spare; for I have not concealed the words of the Holy One. 

66 . 

11 What is my strength, that I should hope? and what is mine end, that I should prolong my life? 

12 Is my strength the strength of stones? or is my flesh of brass? 

13 A not my help in me? [and is wisdom driven quite from me?] 

[Is it not the wisdom of God, which goes before me always?] 
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67 . 

14 To him that is afflicted, pity should be shewed [to him] from his friend; [unless] he forsaketh 
the fear of the Almighty. 


68 . 

15 My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, and as the stream of brooks they pass away; 

16 Which are blackish by reason of the ice, and wherein the snow is hid: 

69. 

17 What time they wax warm, they vanish: when it is hot, they are consumed out of their place. 

18 The paths of their way are turned aside; they go to nothing, and perish. 

70. 

19 The troops of Tema looked, the companies of Sheba waited for them. 

20 They were confounded because they had hoped; 
they came thither, and were ashamed. 

[A possible indication of a failed military campaign in the Eastern regions of Canaan. 

Tema and Sheba are generally associated with lawfulness and beneficience.] 

21 For now ye are nothing; ye see my casting down, and are afraid. 

71. 

22 Did I say, Bring unto me? or, Give a reward for me of your substance? 

23 Or, Deliver me from the enemy's hand? or, Redeem me from the hand of the mighty? 

72. 

24 Teach me, and I will hold my tongue: and cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 

25 Flow forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing reprove? 

73. 

26 Do ye imagine to reprove words, and the speeches of one that is desperate, which are as wind? 

27 Yea, ye overwhelm the fatherless, and ye dig a pit for your friend. 

74. 

28 Now therefore be content, look upon me; for it is evident unto you if I lie. 

29 Return, I pray you, let it not be iniquity; 

75. 

yea, return again, my righteousness is in it. 

30 Is there iniquity in my tongue? cannot my taste discern perverse things? 


1 Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth? are not his days also like the days of an 
hireling? 

77. 

2 As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the reward of his 
work: 

3 So am I made to possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed to me. 

78. 

4 When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone? 
and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day. 

79. 

5 My flesh is clothed with wonns and clods of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome. 

6 My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope. 
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80 . 

7 O remember that my life is wind: mine eye shall no more see good. 

8 The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more: thine eyes are upon me, and I am not. 

81. 

9 As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up 
no more. 

10 He shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more. 

11 Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain 
in the bitterness of my soul. 


82. 

12 Am I a sea, or a whale, that thou settest a watch over me? 

13 When I say, My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my complaint; 

14 Then thou scarest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions: 

83. 

15 So that my soul chooseth strangling, and death rather than my life. 

161 loathe if, I would not live alway: let me alone; for my days are vanity. 

84. 

17 What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him? and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon 
him? 

18 And that thou shouldest visit him every morning, and try him every moment? 

19 How long wilt thou not depart from me, nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle? 

85. 

20 I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, O thou preserver of men? 

why hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so that I am a burden to myself? 

21 And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away mine iniquity? 

for now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be. 


JOB 8 


86 . 

1 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said, 

2 How long wilt thou speak these things ? and how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a 
strong wind? 


87. 

3 Doth God pervert judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert justice? 

4 If thy children have sinned against him, and he have cast them away for their transgression; 

88 . 

5 If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, and make thy supplication to the Almighty; 

6 If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he would awake for thee, and make the habitation of 
thy righteousness prosperous. 

7 Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should greatly increase. 


89. 

8 For enquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thyself to the search of their fathers: 

9 (For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth are a shadow:) 

10 Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee, and utter words out of their heart? 

90. 

11 Can the rush grow up without mire? can the flag grow without water? 

12 Whilst it is yet in his greenness, and not cut down, it withereth before any other herb. 
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91. 

13 So are the paths of all that forget God; and the hypocrite's hope shall perish: 

14 Whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be a spider's web. 

92. 

15 He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand: 
he shall hold it fast, but it shall not endure. 

16 He is green before the sun, and his branch shooteth forth in his garden. 

93. 

17 His roots are wrapped about the heap, and seeth the place of stones. 

18 If he destroy him from his place, then it shall deny him, saying, I have not seen thee. 

94. 

19 Behold, this is the joy of his way, and out of the earth shall others grow. 

20 Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers: 

21 Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lips with rejoicing. 

95. 

22 They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame; and the dwelling place of the wicked shall 
come to nought. 


The Book of Job 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 96-120 


1 Then Job answered and said, 

2 I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with God? 

97. 

3 If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand. 

4 He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: 

who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered? 

98. 

5 Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them in his anger. 

6 Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble. 

99. 

7 Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars. 

8 Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea. 

100 . 

9 Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south. 

10 Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders without number. 

101 . 

11 Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: he passeth on also, but I perceive him not. 

12 Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him. What doest thou? 

102 . 

13 If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do stoop under him, 

14 How much less shall I answer him, and choose out my words to reason with him? 



103 . 

15 Whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not answer, but I would make supplication to my 
judge. 

16 If I had called, and he had answered me; yet would I not believe that he had hearkened unto 
my voice. 


104. 

17 For he breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth my wounds without cause. 

18 Fie will not suffer me to take my breath, but filleth me with bitterness. 

105. 

19 If I speak of strength, lo, he is strong: and if of judgment, who shall set me a time to plead ? 

20 If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect, it shall also 
prove me perverse. 

21 Though I were perfect, vet would I not know my soul: I would despise my life. 

106. 

22 This is one thing, therefore I said it, He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked. 

23 If the scourge slay suddenly, he will laugh at the trial of the innocent. 

24 [If] The earth is given into the hand of the wicked: 

he covereth the faces of the judges thereof; if not, where, and who is he? 

107. 

25 Now my days are swifter than a post: they flee away, they see no good. 

26 They are passed away as the swift ships: as the eagle that hasteth to the prey. 

108. 

27 If I say, I will forget my complaint, I will leave off my heaviness, and comfort myself. 

28 I am afraid of all my sorrows, I know that thou wilt not hold me innocent. 

29 If l be wicked, why then labour I in vain? 

109. 

30 If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so clean; 

31 Yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me. 

32 For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, and we should come together in 
judgment. 


110 . 

33 Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both. 

34 Let him take his rod away from me, and let not his fear terrify me: 

35 Then would I speak, and not fear him; but it is not so with me. 


1 My soul is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint upon myself; I will speak in the 
bitterness of my soul. 

2 I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me wherefore thou contendest with me. 

3 Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest despise the work of thine 
hands, and shine upon the counsel of the wicked? 

112 . 

4 Hast thou eyes of flesh? or seest thou as man seeth? 

5 Are thy days as the days of man? are thy years as man's days, 

6 That thou enquirest after mine iniquity, and searchest after my sin? 

113. 

7 Thou knowest that I am not wicked; and there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. 

8 Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou dost destroy me. 
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114. 

9 Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt thou bring me into dust 
again? 

10 Hast thou not poured me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese? 

115. 

11 Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews. 

12 Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my spirit. 

116. 

13 And these things hast thou hid in thine heart: I know that this is with thee. 

14 If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity. 

117. 

15 If I be wicked, woe unto me; and if I be righteous, vet will I not lift up my head. 

I am full of confusion; therefore see thou mine affliction; 

16 For it increased!. 


118. 

Thou huntest me as a fierce lion: and again thou shewest thyself marvellous upon me. 

17 Thou renewest thy witnesses against me, and increasest thine indignation upon me; changes 
and war are against me. 


119. 

18 Wherefore then hast thou brought me forth out of the womb? Oh that I had given up the ghost, 
and no eye had seen me! 

191 should have been as though I had not been; I should have been carried from the womb to the 
grave. 


120 . 

20 Are not my days few? cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, 

21 Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death; 

22 A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, and 
where the light is as darkness. 


The Book of Job 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Divisions 121-155 


JOB 11-13 


121 . 

1 Then answered Zophar the Naamathite, and said, 

2 Should not the multitude of words be answered? and should a man full of talk be justified? 


122 . 

3 Should thy lies make men hold their peace? and when thou mockest, shall no man make thee 
ashamed? 

4 For thou hast said, My doctrine is pure, and I am clean in thine eyes. 


123. 

5 But oh that God would speak, and open his lips against thee; 

6 And that he would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, that they are double to that which is! 
Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth. 


124. 

7 Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? 

8 It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know? 

9 The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea. 
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125. 

10 If he cut off, and shut up, or gather together, then who can hinder him? 

11 For he knoweth vain men: he seeth wickedness also; will he not then consider if! 

12 For vain man would be wise, though man be bom like a wild ass's colt. 

126. 

13 If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him; 

14 If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. 

127. 

15 For then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; 
yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear: 

16 Because thou shalt forget thy misery, and remember it as waters that pass away: 

128. 

17 And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday; thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the 
morning. 

18 And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope; 

129. 

yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety. 

19 Also thou shalt lie down, and none shall make thee afraid; 

130. 

yea, many shall make suit unto thee, 

20 But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not escape, and their hope shall be as the 
giving up of the ghost. 


131. 

1 And Job answered and said, 

2 No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you. 

3 But I have understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to you: 
yea, who knoweth not such things as these? 


JOB 12 


132. 

4 I am as one mocked of his neighbour, who calleth upon God, and he answereth him: 
the just upright man is laughed to scorn. 

5 Fie that is ready to slip with his feet is as a lamp despised in the thought of him that is at ease. 

6 The tabernacles of robbers prosper, and they that provoke God are secure; into whose hand God 
bringeth abundantly. 


133. 

7 But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell 
thee: 

8 Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee. 

134. 

9 Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the LORD hath wrought this? 

10 In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind. 

135. 

11 Doth not the ear try words? and the mouth taste his meat? 

12 With the ancient is wisdom; and in length of days understanding. 

13 With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding. 

136. 

14 Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be built again: he shutteth up a man, and there can be 
no opening. 

15 Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up: also he sendeth them out, and they 
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overturn the earth. 


137. 

16 With him is strength and wisdom: the deceived and the deceiver are his. 

17 He leadeth counsellors away spoiled, and maketh the judges fools. 

138. 

18 He looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a girdle. 

19 He leadeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty. 

139. 

20 He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh away the understanding of the aged. 

21 He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the strength of the mighty. 

140. 

22 He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death. 

23 He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth them 
again. 

141. 

24 He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in 
a wilderness where there is no way. 

25 They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man. 


1 Lo, mine eye hath seen all this, mine ear hath heard and understood it. 

2 What ye know, the same do I know also: I am not inferior unto you. 

143. 

3 Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God. 

4 But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value. 

144. 

5 O that ye would altogether hold your peace! and it should be your wisdom. 

6 Hear now my reasoning, and hearken to the pleadings of my lips. 

145. 

7 Will ye speak wickedly for God? and talk deceitfully for him? 

8 Will ye accept his person? will ye contend for God? 

146. 

9 Is it good that he should search you out? or as one man mocketh another, do ye so mock him? 

10 He will surely reprove you, if ye do secretly accept persons. 

147. 

11 Shall not his excellency make you afraid? and his dread fall upon you? 

12 Your remembrances are like unto ashes, your bodies to bodies of clay. 

148. 

13 Hold your peace, let me alone, that I may speak, and let come on me what will. 

14 Wherefore do I take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in mine hand? 

149. 

15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him. 

16 He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him. 

150. 

17 Hear diligently my speech, and my declaration with your ears. 

18 Behold now, I have ordered my cause; I know that I shall be justified. 
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151. 

19 Who is he that will plead with me? for now, if I hold my tongue, I shall give up the ghost. 

20 Only do not two things unto me: then will I not hide myself from thee. 

152. 

21 Withdraw thine hand far from me: and let not thy dread make me afraid. 

22 Then call thou, and I will answer: or let me speak, and answer thou me. 

153. 

23 How many are mine iniquities and sins? make me to know my transgression and my sin. 

24 Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and holdest me for thine enemy? 

154. 

25 Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and fro? and wilt thou pursue the dry stubble? 

26 For thou writest bitter things against me, and makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth. 

155. 

27 Thou puttest my feet also in the stocks, and lookest narrowly unto all my paths; thou settest a 
print upon the heels of my feet. 

28 And he, as a rotten thing, consumeth, as a garment that is moth eaten. 


The Book of Job 


CHAPTER SIX 
Divisions 156-185 


JOB 14-15 


156. 

1 Man that is bom of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. 

2 He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not. 


157. 

3 And dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one, and bringest me into judgment with thee? 

4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one. 

158. 

5 Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed 
his bounds that he cannot pass; 

6 Turn from him, that he may rest, till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day. 

159. 

7 For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch 
thereof will not cease. 

8 Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground; 

9 Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant. 


160. 

10 But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he? 

11 As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up: 

12 So man lieth down, and riseth not: 

till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. 


161. 

13 0 that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath 
be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me! 

14 If a man die, shall he live again ? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change 
come. 
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162 . 

15 Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands. 

16 For now thou numberest my steps: dost thou not watch over my sin? 

163. 

17 My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest up mine iniquity. 

18 And surely the mountain falling cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of his place. 

164. 

19 The waters wear the stones: thou washest away the things which grow out of the dust of the 
earth; and thou destroyest the hope of man. 

20 Thou prevailest for ever against him, and he passeth: thou changest his countenance, and 
sendest him away. 


165. 

21 His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it 
not of them. 

22 But his flesh upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him shall mourn. 


1 Then answered Eliphaz the Temanite, and said, 

2 Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly with the east wind? 

167. 

3 Should he reason with unprofitable talk? or with speeches wherewith he can do no good? 

4 Yea, thou castest off fear [of God], and restrainest prayer before God. 

168. 

5 For thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity, and thou choosest the tongue of the crafty. 

6 Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I: yea, thine own lips testify against thee. 

169. 

7 Art thou the first man that was born? or wast thou made before the hills? 

8 Hast thou heard the secret of God? and dost thou restrain wisdom to thyself? 

170. 

9 What knowest thou, that we know not? what understandest thou, which is not in us? 

10 With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father. 

171. 

11 Are the consolations of God small with thee? is there any secret thing with thee? 

172. 

12 Why doth thine heart carry thee away? and what do thy eyes wink at, 

13 That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and lettest such words go out of thy mouth? 

173. 

14 What is man, that he should be clean? and he which is born of a woman, that he should be 
righteous? 


174. 

15 Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean in his sight. 

16 How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water? 

175. 

171 will shew thee, hear me; and that which I have seen I will declare; 

18 Which wise men have told from their fathers, and have not hid it: 

19 Unto whom alone the earth was given, and no stranger passed among them. 
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176. 

20 The wicked man travaileth with pain all his days, and the number of years is hidden to the 
oppressor. 

21 A dreadful sound is in his ears: in prosperity the destroyer shall come upon him. 

177. 

22 He believeth not that he shall return out of darkness, and he is waited for of the sword. 

23 He wandereth abroad for bread, saying, Where is it ? he knoweth that the day of darkness is 
ready at his hand. 


178. 

24 Trouble and anguish shall make him afraid; they shall prevail against him, as a king ready to 
the battle. 

25 For he stretcheth out his hand against God, and strengtheneth himself against the Almighty. 

179. 

26 He runneth upon him, even on his neck, upon the thick bosses of his bucklers: 

27 Because he covereth his face with his fatness, and maketh collops of fat on his flanks. 

180. 

28 And he dwelleth in desolate cities, and in houses which no man inhabiteth, which are ready to 
become heaps. 


181. 

29 He shall not be rich, neither shall his substance continue, neither shall he prolong the 
perfection thereof upon the earth. 

30 He shall not depart out of darkness; the flame shall dry up his branches, and by the breath of 
his mouth shall he go away. 


182. 

31 Let not him that is deceived trust in vanity: for vanity shall be his recompence. 

32 It shall be accomplished before his time, and his branch shall not be green. 

183. 

33 He shall shake off his unripe grape as the vine, and shall cast off his flower as the olive. 

184. 

34 For the congregation of hypocrites shall be desolate, and fire shall consume the tabernacles of 
bribery. 


185. 

35 They conceive mischief, and bring forth vanity, and their belly prepareth deceit. 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
Divisions 186-215 


186. 

1 Then Job answered and said, 

2 I have heard many such things: miserable comforters are ye all. 

3 Shall vain words have an end? or what emboldeneth thee that thou answerest? 


JOB 16-18 


187. 

4 I also could speak as ye do: 

if your soul were in my soul's stead, I could heap up words against you, and shake mine head at 
you. 

5 But I would strengthen you with my mouth, and the moving of my lips should asswage your 
grief 


188. 

6 Though I speak, my grief is not asswaged: and though I forbear, what am I eased? 

7 But now he hath made me weary: [and] thou hast made desolate all my company. 

189. 

8 [And] thou hast filled me with wrinkles, which is a witness against me: 
and my leanness rising up in me [doth] beareth witness to my face. 

9 He teareth me in his wrath, who hateth me: 

he gnasheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes upon me. 

190. 

10 They have gaped upon me with their mouth; they have smitten me upon the cheek 
reproachfully; they have gathered themselves together against me. 

11 God hath delivered me to the ungodly, and turned me over into the hands of the wicked. 

191. 

121 was at ease, but he hath broken me asunder: 

he hath also taken me by my neck, and shaken me to pieces, and set me up for his mark. 

13 His archers compass me round about, he cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth not spare; 
he poureth out my gall upon the ground. 

192. 

14 He breaketh me with breach upon breach, he runneth upon me like a giant. 

15 1 have sewed sackcloth upon my skin, and defiled my horn in the dust. 

193. 

16 My face is foul with weeping, and on my eyelids is the shadow of death; 

17 Not for any injustice in mine hands: also my prayer is pure. 

194. 

18 0 earth, cover not thou my blood, and let my cry have no place. 

19 Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and my record is on high. 

20 My friends scorn me: but mine eye poureth out tears unto God. 

195. 

210 that one might plead for a man with God, as a man pleadeth for his neighbour! 

22 When a few years are come, then I shall go the way whence I shall not return. 
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JOB 17 


196. 

1 My breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the graves are ready for me. 

2 Are there not mockers with me? and doth not mine eye continue in their provocation? 

197. 

3 Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee; who is he that will strike hands with me? 

4 For thou hast hid their heart from understanding: therefore shalt thou not exalt them. 

198. 

5 He that speaketh flattery to his friends, even the eyes of his children shall fail. 

6 He hath made me also a byword of the people; and aforetime I was as a tabret. 

199. 

7 Mine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow, and all my members are as a shadow. 

200 . 

8 Upright men shall be astonied at this, and the innocent shall stir up himself against the 
hypocrite. 

9 The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and 
stronger. 


201 . 

10 But as for you all, do ye return, and come now: for I cannot find one wise man among you. 

202 . 

11 My days are past, my purposes are broken off, even the thoughts of my heart. 

203. 

12 They change the night into day: the light is short because of darkness. 

13 If I wait, the grave is mine house: I have made my bed in the darkness. 

204. 

141 have said to corruption. Thou art my father: 
to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister. 

205. 

15 And where is now my hope? as for my hope, who shall see it? 

16 They shall go down to the bars of the pit, when our rest together is in the dust. 


206. 

1 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said, 

2 How long will it be ere ye make an end of words? mark, and afterwards we will speak. 


JOB 18 


207. 

3 Wherefore are we counted as beasts, and reputed vile in your sight? 

4 He teareth himself in his anger: 

shall the earth be forsaken for thee? and shall the rock be removed out of his place? 

208. 

5 Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine. 

6 The light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and his candle shall be put out with him. 

209. 

7 The steps of his strength shall be straitened [narrowed] , and his own counsel shall cast him 
down. 

8 For he is cast into a net by his own feet, and he walketh upon a snare. 
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210 . 

9 The gin shall take him by the heel, and the robber shall prevail against him. 

10 The snare is laid for him in the ground, and a trap for him in the way. 

11 Terrors shall make him afraid on every side, and shall drive him to his feet. 

211 . 

12 His strength shall be hungerbitten, and destruction shall be ready at his side. 

13 It shall devour the strength of his skin: 

even the firstborn of death shall devour his strength. 

212 . 

14 His confidence shall be rooted out of his tabernacle, and it shall bring him to the king of 
terrors. 

15 It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because it is none of his: 
brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation. 

213. 

16 His roots shall be dried up beneath, and above shall his branch be cut off. 

17 His remembrance shall perish from the earth, and he shall have no name in the street. 

214. 

18 He shall be driven from light into darkness, and chased out of the world. 

19 He shall neither have son nor nephew among his people, nor any remaining in his dwellings. 

215. 

20 They that come after him shall be astonied at his day, as they that went before were affrighted. 

21 Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked, and this is the place of him that knoweth not 
God. 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
Divisions 216-240 


216. 


JOB 19-20 


1 Then Job answered and said, 

2 How long will ye vex my soul, and break me in pieces with words? 

3 These ten times have ye reproached me: ye are not ashamed that ye make yourselves strange to 
me. 


217. 

4 And be it indeed that I have erred, mine error remaineth with myself. 

5 If indeed ye will magnify yourselves against me, and plead against me my reproach: 

6 Know now that God hath overthrown me, and hath compassed me with his net. 

218. 

7 Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but there is no judgment. 

8 He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and he hath set darkness in my paths. 

9 He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head. 

219. 

10 He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am gone: and mine hope hath he removed like a 
tree. 

11 He hath also kindled his wrath against me, and he counteth me unto him as one of his enemies. 

12 His troops come together, and raise up their way against me, and encamp round about my 
tabernacle. 


220 . 

13 He hath put my brethren far from me, and mine acquaintance are verily estranged from me. 

14 My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me. 

15 They that dwell in mine house, and my maids, count me for a stranger: I am an alien in their 
sight. 


221 . 

161 called my servant, and he gave me no answer; I intreated him with my mouth. 

17 My breath is strange to my wife, though I intreated for the children's sake of mine own body. 

18 Yea, young children despised me; I arose, and they spake against me. 

222 . 

19 All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom I loved are turned against me. 

20 My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth. 

21 Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of God hath touched 
me. 

223. 

22 Why do ye persecute me as God, and are not satisfied with my flesh? 

23 Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book! 

24 That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever! 

224. 

25 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 

26 And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 

27 Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be 
consumed within me. 

225. 

28 But ye should say, Why persecute we him, seeing the root of the matter is found in me? 

29 Be ye afraid of the sword: for wrath bringeth the punishments of the sword, that ye may know 
there is a judgment. 
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JOB 20 


226 . 

1 Then answered Zophar die Naamathite, and said, 

2 Therefore do my thoughts cause me to answer, and for this I make haste. 

227. 

3 I have heard the check of my reproach, and the spirit of my understanding causeth me to 
answer. 


228. 

4 Rnowest thou not this of old, since man was placed upon earth, 

5 That the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment? 

229. 

6 Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds; 

7 Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung: they which have seen him shall say, Where is he? 

230. 

8 He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found: yea, he shall be chased away as a vision 
of the night. 

9 The eye also which saw him shall see him no more; neither shall his place any more behold 
him. 

231. 

10 His children shall seek to please the poor, and his hands shall restore their goods. 

11 His bones are full of the sin of his youth, which shall lie down with him in the dust. 

232. 

12 Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth, though he hide it under his tongue; 

13 Though he spare it, and forsake it not; but keep it still within his mouth: 

14 Yet his meat in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of asps within him. 

233. 

15 He hath swallowed down riches, and he shall vomit them up again: God shall cast them out of 
his belly. 

16 He shall suck the poison of asps: the viper's tongue shall slay him. 

234. 

17 He shall not see the rivers, the floods, the brooks of honey and butter. 

18 That which he laboured for shall he restore, and shall not swallow it down: 
according to his substance shall the restitution be, and he shall not rejoice therein. 

235. 

19 Because he hath oppressed and hath forsaken the poor; because he hath violently taken away 
an house which he builded not; 

20 Surely he shall not feel quietness in his belly, he shall not save of that which he desired. 

236. 

21 There shall none of his meat be left; therefore shall no man look for his goods. 

22 In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be in straits: every hand of the wicked [the just?] 
shall come upon him. 


237. 

23 When he is about to fill his belly, God shall cast the fury of his wrath upon him, and shall rain 
it upon him while he is eating. 

238. 

24 He shall flee from the iron weapon, and the bow of steel shall strike him through. 

25 It is drawn, and cometh out of the body; yea, the glittering sword cometh out of his gall: 
terrors are upon him. 
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239. 

26 All darkness shall be hid in his secret places: a fire not blown shall consume him; it shall go ill 
with him that is left in his tabernacle. 

27 The heaven shall reveal his iniquity; and the earth shall rise up against him. 

240. 

28 The increase of his house shall depart, and his goods shall flow away in the day of his wrath. 

29 This is the portion of a wicked man from God, and the heritage appointed unto him by God. 


The Book of Job 


CHAPTER NINE 
Divisions 241-275 


241. 

1 But Job answered and said, 

2 Hear diligently my speech, and let this be your consolations. 

3 Suffer me that I may speak; and after that I have spoken, mock on. 


JOB 21-22 


242. 

4 As for me, is my complaint to man? and if it were so, why should not my spirit be troubled? 


243. 

5 Mark me, and be astonished, and lay your hand upon your mouth. 

244. 

6 Even when I remember I am afraid, and trembling taketh hold on my flesh. 

7 Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power? 

245. 

8 Their seed is established in their sight with them, and their offspring before their eyes. 

9 Their houses are safe from fear, neither is the rod of God upon them. 

246. 

10 Their bull gendereth, and faileth not; their cow calveth, and casteth not her calf. 

11 They send forth their little ones like a flock, and their children dance. 

247. 

12 They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ. 

13 They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave. 

248. 

14 Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways. 

15 What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we have, if we pray 
unto him? 


249. 

16 Lo, their good is not in their hand: the counsel of the wicked is far from me. 

250. 

17 How oft is the candle of the wicked put out! and how oft cometh their destruction upon them! 
God distributeth sorrows in his anger. 

18 They are as stubble before the wind, and as chaff that the storm carrieth away. 

251. 

19 God layeth up his iniquity for his [ ] children: he rewardeth him [ ], and [he] shall know it. 


385 



252 . 

20 His eyes shall see his destruction, and he shall drink of the wrath of the Almighty. 

21 For what pleasure hath he in his house after him, when the number of his months is cut off in 
the midst? 


253. 

22 Shall any teach God knowledge? seeing he judgeth those that are high. 

254. 

23 One dieth in his hill strength, being wholly at ease and quiet. 

24 His breasts are full of milk, and his bones are moistened with marrow. 

25 And another dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and never eateth with pleasure. 

255. 

26 They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them. 

256. 

27 Behold, I know your thoughts, and the devices which ye wrongfully imagine against me. 

28 For ye say, Where is the house of the prince? and where are the dwelling places of the 
wicked? 


257. 

29 Have ye not asked them that go by the way? and do ye not know their tokens, 

30 That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? 
they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath. 


258. 

31 Who shall declare his way to his face? 

and who shall repay him [the wicked man] what he hath done? 

32 Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb. 

259. 

33 The clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him, and every man shall draw after him, as there 
are innumerable before him. 


260. 

34 How then comfort ye me in vain, seeing in your answers there remaineth falsehood? 


1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, 

2 Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto himself? 

262. 

3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? or is it gain to him , that thou makest 
thy ways perfect? 

4 Will he reprove thee for fear of thee? will he enter with thee into judgment? 

263. 

5 Is not thy wickedness great? and thine iniquities infinite? 

6 For thou hast taken a pledge from thy brother for nought, and stripped the naked of their 
clothing. 

264. 

7 Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, and thou hast withholden bread from the 
hungry. 

8 But as for the mighty man, he had the earth; and the honourable man dwelt in it. 
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265. 

9 Thou hast sent widows away empty, and the arms of the fatherless have been broken. 

10 Therefore snares are round about thee, and sudden fear troubleth thee; 

11 Or darkness, that thou canst not see; and abundance of waters cover thee. 

266. 

12 Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold the height of the stars, how high they are! 

267. 

13 And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through the dark cloud? 

14 Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he seeth not; and he walketh in the circuit of heaven. 

268. 

15 Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden? 

16 Which were cut down out of time, whose foundation was overflown with a flood: 

17 Which said unto God, Depart from us: and what can the Almighty do for them? 

269. 

18 Yet he filled their houses with good things', but the counsel of the wicked is far from me. 

270. 

19 The righteous see it, and are glad: and the innocent laugh them to scorn. 

20 Whereas our substance is not cut down, but the remnant of them the fire consumeth. 

271. 

21 Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee. 

22 Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart. 

272. 

23 If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, [if] thou shalt put away iniquity far from 
thy tabernacles. 

24 Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks. 

273. 

25 Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver. 

26 For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God. 

274. 

27 Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows. 

28 Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall shine 
upon thy ways. 


275. 

29 When men are cast down, then thou shalt say. There is lifting up; and he shall save the humble 
person. 

30 He shall deliver the island of the innocent: and it is delivered by the pureness of thine hands. 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER TEN 
Divisions 276-300 


276. 

1 Then Job answered and said, 

2 Even to day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my groaning. 

3 Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to his seat! 

4 I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments. 


JOB 23-25 


277. 

5 I would know the words which he would answer me, and understand what he would say unto 


6 Will he plead against me with his great power? No; but he would put strength in me. 

7 There the righteous might dispute with him; so should I be delivered for ever from my judge. 


278. 

8 Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him: 

9 On the left hand, where he doth work, but 1 cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right 
hand, that I cannot see him: 

10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 


279. 

11 My foot hath held his steps, his way have I kept, and not declined. 

12 Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; 

I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food. 


280. 

13 But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul desireth, even that he doeth. 

14 For he performeth the thing that is appointed for me: and many such things are with him. 

281. 

15 Therefore am I troubled at his presence: when I consider, I am afraid of him. 

282. 

16 For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me: 

17 Because I was not cut off before the darkness, neither hath he covered the darkness from my 
face. 


JOB 24 


283. 

1 Why, seeing times are not hidden from the Almighty, do they that know him not see his days? 

2 Some remove the landmarks; they violently take away flocks, and feed thereof. 


284. 

3 They drive away the ass of the fatherless, they take the widow's ox for a pledge. 

4 They turn the needy out of the way: the poor of the earth hide themselves together. 

285. 

5 Behold, as wild asses in the desert, go they forth to their work; rising betimes for a prey: 
the wilderness yieldeth food for them and for their children. 

6 They reap every one his corn in the field: and they gather the vintage of the wicked. 


286. 

7 They cause the naked to lodge without clothing, that they have no covering in the cold. 

8 They are wet with the showers of the mountains, and embrace the rock for want of a shelter. 
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287. 

9 They pluck the fatherless from the breast, and take a pledge of the poor. 

10 They cause him to go naked without clothing, and they take away the sheaf from the hungry; 

288. 

11 Winch make oil within their walls, and tread their winepresses, and suffer thirst. 

12 Men groan from out of the city, and the soul of the wounded crieth out: yet God layeth not 
folly to them. 


289. 

13 They are of those that rebel against the light; they know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the 
paths thereof. 


290. 

14 The murderer rising with the light killeth the poor and needy, and in the night is as a thief. 

15 The eye also of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight, saying, No eye shall see me: and 
disguiseth his face. 


291. 

16 In the dark they dig through houses, which they had marked for themselves in the daytime: 
they know not the light. 

17 For the morning is to them even as the shadow of death: if one know them, they are in the 
teiTors of the shadow of death. 


292. 

18 He is swift as the waters; their portion is cursed in the earth: he beholdeth not the way of the 
vineyards. 

19 Drought and heat consume the snow waters: so doth the grave those which have sinned. 

293. 

20 The womb shall forget him; the worm shall feed sweetly on him; 

he shall be no more remembered; and wickedness shall be broken as a tree. 

21 He evil entreateth the barren that beareth not: and doeth not good to the widow. 

294. 

22 He draweth also the mighty with his power: he riseth up, and no man is sure of life. 

23 Though it be given him to be in safety, whereon he resteth; yet his eyes are upon their ways. 

295. 

24 They are exalted for a little while, but are gone and brought low; 

they are taken out of the way as all other ; and cut off as the tops of the ears of com. 

296. 

25 And if it be not so now, who will make me a liar, and make my speech nothing worth? 


1 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said, 

2 Dominion and fear are with him, he maketh peace in his high places. 

298. 

3 Is there any number of his armies? and upon whom doth not his light arise? 

4 How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman? 

299. 

5 Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not; yea, the stars are not pure in his sight. 

300. 

6 How much less man, that is a worm? and the son of man, which is a worm? 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 
Divisions 301-335 


301. 


JOB 26-28 


1 But Job answered and said, 

2 How hast thou helped him that is without power? how savest thou the arm that hath no 
strength? 


302. 

3 How hast thou counselled him that hath no wisdom? and how hast thou plentifully declared the 
thing as it is? 

4 To whom hast thou uttered words? and whose spirit came from thee? 

303. 

5 Dead things are formed from under the waters, and the inhabitants thereof. 

6 Hell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering. 

7 He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. 

304. 

8 He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud is not rent under them. 

9 He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his cloud upon it. 

305. 

10 He hath compassed the waters with bounds, until the day and night come to an end. 

11 The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof. 

306. 

12 He divideth the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smiteth through the proud. 

13 By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent. 

307. 

14 Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his 
power who can understand? 


1 Moreover Job continued his parable, and said, 

2 As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul; 

309. 

3 All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils; 

4 My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit. 

310. 

5 God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me. 

6 My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I 
live. 


311. 

7 Let mine enemy be as the wicked, and he that riseth up against me as the unrighteous. 

8 For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God taketh away his soul? 

312. 

9 Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him? 

10 Will he delight himself in the Almighty? will he always call upon God? 
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313. 

11 I will teach you by the hand of God: that which is with the Almighty will I not conceal. 

12 Behold, all ye yourselves have seen if, why then are ye thus altogether vain? 

314. 

13 This is the portion of a wicked man with God, and the heritage of oppressors, which they shall 
receive of the Almighty. 


315. 

14 If his children be multiplied, it is for the sword: and his offspring shall not be satisfied with 
bread. 

15 Those that remain of him shall be buried in death: and his widows shall not weep. 

316. 

16 Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare raiment as the clay; 

17 He may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and the innocent shall divide the silver. 

317. 

18 He buildeth his house as a moth, and as a booth that the keeper maketh. 

318. 

19 The rich man shall lie down, but he shall not be gathered: he openeth his eyes, and he is not. 

20 Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempest stealeth him away in the night. 

319. 

21 The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth: and as a storm hurleth him out of his 
place. 


320. 

22 For God shall cast upon him, and not spare: he would fain flee out of his hand. 

23 Men shall clap their hands at him, and shall hiss him out of his place. 


1 Surely there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold where they [re ]fine it. 

2 Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass is molten out of the stone. 

322. 

3 He setteth an end to darkness, and searcheth out all perfection: 
the stones of darkness, and the shadow of death. 

323. 

4 The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant; the waters forgotten of the foot: 
they are dried up, they are gone away from men. 

324. 

5 As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: and under it is turned up as it were fire. 

6 The stones of it are the place of sapphires: and it hath dust of gold. 

325. 

7 There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not seen: 

8 The lion's whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it. 

326. 

9 He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he overturneth the mountains by the roots. 

10 He cutteth out rivers among the rocks; and his eye seeth every precious thing. 

11 He bindeth the floods from overflowing; and the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light. 
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327. 

12 But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of understanding? 

328. 

13 Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living. 

14 The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with me. 

329. 

15 It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. 

16 It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire. 

17 The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine 
gold. 

330. 

18 No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above rubies. 

19 The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold. 

331. 

20 Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding? 

21 Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the air. 

332. 

22 Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears. 

23 God understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof. 

333. 

24 For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven; 

25 To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the waters by measure. 

334. 

26 When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder: 

27 Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, and searched it out. 

335. 

28 And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is 
understanding. 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER TWELVE 
Divisions 336-370 


336. 

1 Moreover Job continued his parable, and said, 


JOB 29-31 


2 Oh that I were as in months past, as in the days when God preserved me; 

3 When his candle shined upon my head, and when by his light I walked through darkness; 

4 As I was in the days of my youth, when the secret of God was upon my tabernacle; 


337. 

5 When the Almighty was yet with me, when my children were about me; 

6 When I washed my steps with butter, and the rock poured me out rivers of oil; 

7 When I went out to the gate through the city, when I prepared my seat in the street! 


338. 

8 The young men saw me, and hid themselves: and the aged arose, and stood up. 

9 The princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth. 

10 The nobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved to the roof of their mouth. 


339. 

11 When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me: 

12 Because I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. 

13 The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me: and I caused the widow's heart to 
sing for joy. 

340. 

141 put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe and a diadem. 

15 1 was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame. 

341. 

161 was a father to the poor: and the cause which I knew not I searched out. 

17 And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the spoil out of his teeth. 

342. 

18 Then I said, I shall die in my nest, and I shall multiply my days as the sand. 

19 My root was spread out by the waters, and the dew lay all night upon my branch. 

343. 

20 My glory was fresh in me, and my bow was renewed in my hand. 

21 Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept silence at my counsel. 

344. 

22 After my words they spake not again; and my speech dropped upon them. 

23 And they waited for me as for the rain; and they opened their mouth wide as for the latter rain. 

345 

24 If l laughed on them, they believed it not; and the light of my countenance they cast not down. 

25 I chose out their way, and sat chief, and dwelt as a king in the army, as one that comforteth the 
mourners. 
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JOB 30 


346. 

1 But now they that are younger than I have me in derision, whose fathers I would have 
disdained to have set with the dogs of my flock. 

2 Yea, whereto might the strength of their hands profit me, in whom old age was perished? 

3 For want and famine they were solitary; fleeing into the wilderness in former time desolate and 
waste, 

4 Who cut up mallows by the bushes, and juniper roots for their meat. 

347. 

5 They were driven forth from among men, (they cried after them as after a thief;) 

6 To dwell in the clifts of the valleys, in caves of the earth, and in the rocks. 

7 Among the bushes they brayed; under the nettles they were gathered together. 

8 They were children of fools, yea, children of base men: they were viler than the earth. 

348. 

9 And now am I their song, yea, I am their byword. 

10 They abhor me, they flee far from me, and spare not to spit in my face. 

11 Because he hath loosed my cord, and afflicted me, they have also let loose the bridle before 
me. 


349. 

12 Upon my right hand rise the youth; they push away my feet, and they raise up against me the 
ways of their destruction. 

13 They mar my path, they set forward my calamity, they have no helper. 

14 They came upon me as a wide breaking in of waters', in the desolation they rolled themselves 
upon me. 


350. 

15 Terrors are turned upon me: they pursue my soul as the wind: and my welfare passeth away as 
a cloud. 

16 And now my soul is poured out upon me; the days of affliction have taken hold upon me. 

17 My bones are pierced in me in the night season: and my sinews take no rest. 

351. 

18 By the great force of my disease is my garment changed: it bindeth me about as the collar of 
my coat. 

19 He hath cast me into the mire, and I am become like dust and ashes. 

20 I cry unto thee, and thou dost not hear me: I stand up, and thou regardest me not. 

352. 

21 Thou art become cruel to me: with thy strong hand thou opposest thyself against me. 

22 Thou liftest me up to the wind; thou causest me to ride upon it, and dissolvest my substance. 

23 For I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living. 

353. 

24 Howbeit he will not stretch out his hand to the grave, though they cry in his destruction. 

25 Did not I weep for him that was in trouble? was not my soul grieved for the poor? 

354. 

26 When I looked for good, then evil came unto me: and when I waited for light, there came 
darkness. 

27 My bowels boiled, and rested not: the days of affliction prevented me. 

28 I went mourning without the sun: I stood up, and I cried in the congregation. 
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355 . 

29 I am a brother to dragons, and a companion to owls. 

30 My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burned with heat. 

31 My haip also is turned to mourning, and my organ into the voice of them that weep. 


1 I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid? 

2 For what portion of God is there from above? 
and what inheritance of the Almighty from on high? 

357. 

3 Is not destruction to the wicked? and a strange punishment to the workers of iniquity? 

4 Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps? 

5 If I have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to deceit; 

358. 

6 Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity. 

7 If my step hath turned out of the way, and mine heart walked after mine eyes, 
and if any blot hath cleaved to mine hands; 

8 Then let me sow, and let another eat; yea, let my offspring be rooted out. 

359. 

9 If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or if I have laid wait at my neighbour's door; 

10 Then let my wife grind unto another, and let others bow down upon her. 

11 For this is an heinous crime; yea, it is an iniquity to be punished by the judges. 

12 For it is a fire that consumeth to destruction, and would root out all mine increase. 

360. 

13 If I did despise the cause of my manservant or of my maidservant, when they contended with 
me; 

14 What then shall I do when God riseth up? and when he visiteth, what shall I answer him? 

15 Did not he that made me in the womb make him? and did not one fashion us in the womb? 

361. 

16 If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail; 

17 Or have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the fatherless hath not eaten thereof; 

18 (For from my youth he was brought up with me, as with a father, and I have guided her from 
my mother's womb;) 


362. 

19 If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, or any poor without covering; 

20 If his loins have not blessed me, and if he were not warmed with the fleece of my sheep; 

21 If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when I saw my help in the gate: 

363. 

22 Then let mine arm fall from my shoulder blade, and mine arm be broken from the bone. 

23 For destruction from God was a terror to me, and by reason of his highness I could not endure. 

364. 

24 If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; 

25 If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine hand had gotten much; 

365. 

26 If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in brightness; 

27 And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand: 
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366. 

28 This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge: 
for I should have denied the God that is above. 

29 If I rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated me, or lifted up myself when evil found him: 

30 [Neither] [Or if I] have I suffered my mouth to sin by wishing a curse to his soul. 

367. 

31 If the men of my tabernacle said not, Oh that we had of his flesh! we cannot be satisfied. 

32 [Or if] The stranger did not lodge in the street: blit I opened my doors to the traveller. 

368. 

33 [Yet] If I covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity in my bosom: 

34 Did I fear a great multitude, or did the contempt of families terrify me, that I kept silence, and 
went not out of the door [to give charity]! 

35 Oh that one would hear me! 


369. 

behold, my desire is, that the Almighty would answer me, and that mine adversary had written a 
book. 

36 Surely I would take it upon my shoulder, and bind it as a crown to me. 

37 I would declare unto him the number of my steps; as a prince would I go near unto him. 

370. 

38 If my land cry against me, or that the furrows likewise thereof complain; 

39 If I have eaten the fruits thereof without money, or have caused the owners thereof to lose 
their life: 

40 Let thistles grow instead of wheat, and cockle instead of barley. 

The words of Job are ended. 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
Divisions 371-405 


371. 


JOB 32-34 


1 So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes. 


372. 

2 Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the kindred of Ram: 
against Job was his wrath kindled, because he justified himself rather than God. 

3 Also against his three friends was his wrath kindled, because they had found no answer, and yet 
had condemned Job. 


373. 

4 Now Elihu had waited till Job had spoken, because they were elder than he. 

5 When Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three men, then his wrath was 
kindled. 


374. 

6 And Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite answered and said, 

I am young, and ye are very old; wherefore I was afraid, and durst not shew you mine opinion. 

7 I said, Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom. 

8 But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding. 

375. 

9 Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment. 

10 Therefore I said, Hearken to me; I also will shew mine opinion. 

11 Behold, I waited for your words; I gave ear to your reasons, whilst ye searched out what to 
say. 


376. 

12 Yea, I attended unto you, and, behold, there was none of you that convinced Job, or that 
answered his words: 

13 Lest ye should say, We have found out wisdom: God thrusteth him down, not man. 

377. 

14 Now he hath not directed his words against me: neither will I answer him with your speeches. 

378. 

15 They were amazed, they answered no more: they left off speaking. 

16 When I had waited, (for they spake not, but stood still, and answered no more;) 

17 I said, I will answer also my part, I also will shew mine opinion. 

379. 

18 For I am full of matter, the spirit within me constraineth me. 

19 Behold, my belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst like new bottles. 

20 I will speak, that I may be refreshed: I will open my lips and answer. 

380. 

21 Let me not, I pray you, accept any man's person, neither let me give flattering titles unto man. 

22 For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my maker would soon take me away. 



JOB 33 


381. 

1 Wherefore, Job, I pray thee, hear my speeches, and hearken to all my words. 

2 Behold, now I have opened my mouth, my tongue hath spoken in my mouth. 

3 My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart: and my lips shall utter knowledge clearly. 

382. 

4 The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life. 

5 If thou canst answer me, set thy words in order before me, stand up. 

6 Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay. 

383. 

7 Behold, my terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee. 

8 Surely thou hast spoken in mine hearing, and I have heard the voice of thy words, saying, 

9 I am clean without transgression, I am innocent; neither is there iniquity in me. 

384. 

10 Behold, he findeth occasions against me, he counteth me for his enemy, 

11 He putteth my feet in the stocks, he marketh all my paths. 

12 Behold, in this thou art not just: I will answer thee, that God is greater than man. 

385. 

13 Why dost thou strive against him? for he giveth not account of any of his matters. 

14 For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. 

15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon 
the bed; 


386. 

16 Then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction, 

17 That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man. 

18 He keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword. 

387. 

19 He is chastened also with pain upon his bed, and the multitude of his bones with strong pain : 

20 So that his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat. 

21 His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be seen; and his bones that were not seen stick out. 

22 Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his life to the destroyers. 

388. 

23 If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to shew unto man his 
uprightness: 

24 Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found 
a ransom. 

25 His flesh shall be fresher than a child's: he shall return to the days of his youth: 

26 He shall pray unto God, and he will be favourable unto him: and he shall see his face with joy: 
for he will render unto man his righteousness. 


389. 

27 He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it 
profited me not; 

28 He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light. 

29 Lo, all these things worketh God oftentimes with man, 

30 To bring back his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the light of the living. 
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390. 

31 Mark well, O Job, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and I will speak. 

32 If thou hast any thing to say, answer me: speak, for I desire to justify thee. 

33 If not, hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and I shall teach thee wisdom. 


1 Furthermore Elihu answered and said, 

2 Hear my words, O ye wise men; and give ear unto me, ye that have knowledge. 

3 For the ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat. 

392. 

4 Let us choose to us judgment: let us know among ourselves what is good. 

5 For Job hath said, I am righteous: and God hath taken away my judgment. 

6 Should I lie against my right? my wound is incurable without transgression. 

393. 

7 What man is like Job, who drinketh up scorning like water? 

8 Which goeth in company with the workers of iniquity, and walketh with wicked men. 

9 For he hath said. It profiteth a man nothing that he should delight himself with God. 

394. 

10 Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of understanding: far be it from God, that he should do 
wickedness; and from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity. 

11 For the work of a man shall he render unto him, and cause every man to find according to his 
ways. 

12 Yea, surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert judgment. 

395. 

13 Who hath given Him a charge over the earth? or who hath disposed the whole world? 

14 If he set his heart upon man, if he gather unto himself his spirit and his breath; 

15 All flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto dust. 

396. 

16 If now thou hast understanding, hear this: hearken to the voice of my words. 

17 Shall even he that hateth right govern? and wilt thou condemn him that is most just? 

397. 

18 Is it fit to say to a king, Thou art wicked? and to princes. Ye are ungodly? 

19 How much less to him that accepteth not the persons of princes, 

nor regardeth the rich more than the poor? for they all are the work of his hands. 

398. 

20 In a moment shall they die, and the people shall be troubled at midnight, and pass away: 
and the mighty shall be taken away without hand. 

21 For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings. 

399. 

22 There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide 
themselves. 

23 For he will not lay upon man more than right; that he should enter into judgment with God. 

400. 

24 He shall break in pieces mighty men without number, and set others in their stead. 

25 Therefore he knoweth their works, and he overtumeth them in the night, so that they are 
destroyed. 
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401. 

26 He striketh them as wicked men in the open sight of others; 

27 Because they turned back from him, and would not consider any of his ways: 

28 So that they cause the cry of the poor to come unto him, and he heareth the cry of the afflicted. 

402. 

29 When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble? 
and when he hideth his face, who then can behold him? 

whether it be done against a nation, or against a man only: 

30 That the hypocrite reign not, lest the people be ensnared. 

403. 

31 Surely it is meet [fitting] to be said unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will not offend any 
more: 

32 That which I see not teach thou me: if I have done iniquity, I will do no more. 

404. 

33 Should it be according to thy mind? 

he will recompense it, whether thou refuse, or whether thou choose; and not I: 
therefore speak what thou knowest. 

34 Let men of understanding tell me, and let a wise man hearken unto me. 

405. 

35 Job hath spoken without knowledge, and his words were without wisdom. 

36 My desire is that Job may be tried unto the end because of his answers for wicked men. 

37 For he addeth rebellion unto his sin, he clappeth his hands among us, and multiplieth his 
words against God. 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
Divisions 406-440 


406. 


JOB 35-37 


1 Elihu spake moreover, and said, 

2 Thinkest thou this to be right, that thou saidst, My righteousness is more than God's? 


407. 

3 For thou saidst, What advantage will it be unto thee? 
and. What profit shall I have, if I be cleansed from my sin? 


408. 

4 I will answer thee, and thy companions with thee. 

409. 

5 Look unto the heavens, and see; and behold the clouds which are higher than thou. 

6 If thou sinnest, what doest thou against him? 

or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what doest thou unto him? 


410. 

7 If thou be righteous, what givest thou him? or what receiveth he of thine hand? 

8 Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art', and thy righteousness may profit the son of man. 

411. 

9 By reason of the multitude of oppressions they make the oppressed to cry: 
they cry out by reason of the arm of the mighty. 

412. 

10 But none saith, Where is God my maker, who giveth songs in the night; 

11 Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh us wiser than the fowls of 
heaven? 


413. 

12 There they cry, but none giveth answer, because of the pride of evil men. 

414. 

13 Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty regard it. 

14 Although thou sayest thou shalt not see Him, yet judgment is before him; therefore trust thou 
in him. 


415. 

15 But now, because it is not so, he hath visited in his anger; yet he knoweth it not in great 
extremity: 

16 Therefore doth Job open his mouth in vain; he multiplied! words without knowledge. 


416. 

1 Elihu also proceeded, and said, 

2 Suffer me a little, and I will shew thee that I have yet to speak on God's behalf. 


JOB 36 


417. 

3 I will fetch my knowledge from afar, and will ascribe righteousness to my Maker. 

4 For truly my words shall not be false: he that is perfect in knowledge is with thee. 
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418. 

5 Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any: he is mighty in strength and wisdom. 

6 He preserveth not the life of the wicked: but giveth right to the poor. 

419. 

7 He withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous: but with kings are they on the throne; yea, he 
doth establish them for ever, and they are exalted. 

420. 

8 And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden in cords of affliction; 

9 Then he sheweth them their work, and their transgressions that they have exceeded. 

10 He openeth also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return from iniquity. 

421. 

11 If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in 
pleasures. 

12 But if they obey not, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall die without knowledge. 

422. 

13 But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath: they cry not when he bindeth them. 

14 They die in youth, and their life is among the unclean. 

423. 

15 He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their ears in oppression. 

16 Even so would he have removed thee out of the strait into a broad place, where there is no 
straitness; and that which should be set on thy table should be full of fatness. 

424. 

17 But thou hast fulfilled the judgment of the wicked: judgment and justice take hold on thee 

18 Because there is wrath, 

beware lest he take thee away with his stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee. 

19 Will he esteem thy riches? no, not gold, nor all the forces of strength. 

425. 

20 Desire not the night, when people are cut off in their place. 

21 Take heed, regard not iniquity: for this hast thou chosen rather than affliction. 

426. 

22 Behold, God exalteth by his power: who teacheth like him? 

23 Who hath enjoined him his way? or who can say, Thou hast wrought iniquity? 

427. 

24 Remember that thou magnify his work, which men behold. 

25 Every man may see it; man may behold it afar off. 

428. 

26 Behold, God is great, and we know him not, neither can the number of his years be searched 
out. 

27 For he maketh small the drops of water: they pour down rain according to the vapour thereof: 

28 Which the clouds do drop and distil upon man abundantly. 

429. 

29 Also can any understand the spreadings of the clouds, or the noise of his tabernacle? 

30 Behold, he spreadeth his light upon it, and covereth the bottom of the sea. 

31 For by them judgeth he the people; he giveth meat in abundance. 

430. 

32 With clouds he covereth the light; and commandeth it not to shine by the cloud that cometh 
betwixt. 

33 The noise thereof sheweth concerning it, the cattle also concerning the vapour. 
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JOB 37 


431. 

1 At this also my heart trembleth, and is moved out of his place. 

2 Hear attentively the noise of his voice, and the sound that goeth out of his mouth. 

3 He directeth it under the whole heaven, and his lightning unto the ends of the earth. 

432. 

4 After it a voice roareth: he thundereth with the voice of his excellency; 
and he will not stay them when his voice is heard. 

5 God thundereth marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he, which we cannot 
comprehend. 


433. 

6 For he saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the small rain, and to the great rain of 
his strength. 

7 He sealeth up the hand of every man; that all men may know his work. 

8 Then the beasts go into dens, and remain in their places. 

434. 

9 Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north. 

10 By the breath of God frost is given: and the breadth of the waters is straitened. 

435. 

11 Also by watering he wearieth the thick cloud: he scattereth his bright cloud: 

12 And it is turned round about by his counsels: 

that they may do whatsoever he commandeth them upon the face of the world in the earth. 

13 He causeth it to come, whether for correction, or for his land, or for mercy. 

436. 

14 Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God. 

15 Dost thou know when God disposed them, and caused the light of his cloud to shine? 

437. 

16 Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him which is perfect in 
knowledge? 

17 How thy garments are warm, when he quieteth the earth by the south wind ? 

18 Hast thou with him spread out the sky, which is strong, and as a molten looking glass? 

438. 

19 Teach us what we shall say unto him; for we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness. 

20 Shall it be told him that I speak? if a man speak, surely he shall be swallowed up. 

439. 

21 And now men see not the bright light which is in the clouds: but the wind passeth, and 
cleanseth them. 

22 Fair weather cometh out of the north: with God is terrible majesty. 

440. 

23 Touching [on the subject of] the Almighty, we cannot find him out: 

he is excellent in power, and in judgment, and in plenty of justice: he will not afflict. 

24 Men do therefore fear him: he respecteth not any that are wise of heart. 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
Divisions 441-465 


441. 

1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 


JOB 38-39 


2 Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? 

3 Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me. 

442. 

4 Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. 

5 Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? 

443. 

6 Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; 

7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

8 Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb? 

444. 

9 When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it, 

10 And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, 

11 And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed? 


445. 

12 Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days; and caused the dayspring to know his 
place; 

13 That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, that the wicked might be shaken out of it? 


446. 

14 It is turned as clay to the seal; and they stand as a garment. 

15 And from the wicked their light is withholden, and the high arm shall be broken. 

447. 

16 Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the depth? 

17 Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of 
death? 

18 Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth? declare if thou knowest it all. 

448. 

19 Where is the way where light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where is the place thereof, 

20 That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, and that thou shouldest know the paths to the 
house thereof? 

21 Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born? or because the number of thy days is great? 


449. 

22 Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail, 

23 Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war? 

24 By what way is the light parted, which scattereth the east wind upon the earth? 

450. 

25 Who hath divided a watercourse for the overflowing of waters, or a way for the lightning of 
thunder; 

26 To cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is; on the wilderness, wherein there is no man; 

27 To satisfy the desolate and waste ground', and to cause the bud of the tender herb to spring 
forth? 
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451. 

28 Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew? 

29 Out of whose womb came the ice? and the hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it? 

30 The waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen. 

452. 

31 Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? 

32 Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons? 

453 

33 Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth? 

34 Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, that abundance of waters may cover thee? 

35 Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go, and say unto thee. Here we are ? 

454. 

36 Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts? or who hath given understanding to the heart? 

37 Who can number the clouds in wisdom? or who can stay the bottles of heaven, 

38 When the dust groweth into hardness, and the clods cleave fast together? 

455. 

39 Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion? or fill the appetite of the young lions, 

40 When they couch in their dens, and abide in the covert to lie in wait? 

41 Who provideth for the raven his food? when his young ones cry unto God, they wander for 
lack of meat. 


456. 


JOB 39 


1 Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the rock bring forth? or canst thou mark when 
the hinds do calve? 

2 Canst thou number the months that they fulfil? or knowest thou the time when they bring forth? 


3 They bow themselves, they bring forth their young ones, they cast out their sorrows. 

4 Their young ones are in good liking, they grow up with com; they go forth, and return not unto 
lem. 

457. 

5 Who hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass? 

6 Whose house I have made the wilderness, and the barren land his dwellings. 


7 He scorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the ciying of the driver. 

8 The range of the mountains is his pasture, and he searcheth after every green thing. 


458. 

9 Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy crib? 

10 Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow? or will he harrow the valleys after 
thee? 


11 Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great? or wilt thou leave thy labour to him? 

12 Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy seed, and gather it into thy bam? 

459. 

13 Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and feathers unto the ostrich? 

14 Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in dust, 

15 And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the wild beast may break them. 

460. 

16 She is hardened against her young ones, as though they were not hers: her labour is in vain 
without fear; 

17 Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath he imparted to her understanding. 

18 What time she lifteth up herself on high, she scorneth the horse and his rider. 
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461. 

19 Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck with thunder? 

20 Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? the glory of his nostrils is terrible. 

462. 

21 He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth on to meet the armed men. 

22 He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; neither turneth he back from the sword. 

23 The quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear and the shield. 

463. 

24 He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage: neither believeth he that it is the sound of 
the trumpet. 

25 He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha; and he smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the 
captains, and the shouting. 


464. 

26 Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom, and stretch her wings toward the south? 

27 Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high? 

465. 

28 She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place. 

29 From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off. 

30 Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she. 
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The Book of Job 


CHAPTER SIXTEEN 
Divisions 466-500 


466. 

1 Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said, 

2 Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him ? 
he that reproveth God, let him answer it. 


JOB 40-42 


467. 

3 Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 

4 Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 

5 Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no further. 

468. 

6 Then answered the LORD unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 

7 Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

469. 

8 Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous? 

9 Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him? 

470. 

10 Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty. 

11 Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath: and behold every one that is proud, and abase him. 

471. 

12 Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low; and tread down the wicked in their place. 

13 Hide them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret. 

14 Then will I also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee. 

472. 

15 Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass as an ox. 

16 Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of his belly. 

17 He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped together. 

473. 

18 His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron. 

19 He is the chief of the ways of God: he that made him can make his sword to approach unto 
him. 

20 Surely the mountains bring him forth food, where all the beasts of the field play. 

474. 

21 He lieth under the shady trees, in the covert of the reed, and fens. 

22 The shady trees cover him with their shadow; the willows of the brook compass him about. 

475. 

23 Behold, he drinkcth up a river, and hasteth not: he trusteth that he can draw up Jordan into his 
mouth. 

24 He taketh it with his eyes: his nose pierceth through snares. 
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JOB 41 


476. 

1 Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou lettest down? 

2 Canst thou put an hook into his nose? or bore his jaw through with a thorn? 

477. 

3 Will he make many supplications unto thee? will he speak soft words unto thee? 

4 Will he make a covenant with thee? wilt thou take him for a servant for ever? 

478. 

5 Wilt thou play with him as with a bird? or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens? 

6 Shall the companions make a banquet of him? shall they part him among the merchants? 

479. 

7 Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons? or his head with fish spears? 

8 Lay thine hand upon him, remember the battle, do no more. 

480. 

9 Behold, the hope of him is in vain: shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him? 

10 None is so fierce that dare stir him up: who then is able to stand before me? 

481. 

11 Who hath prevented me, that I should repay him? whatsoever is under the whole heaven is 
mine. 

121 will not conceal his parts, nor his power, nor his comely proportion. 

482. 

13 Who can discover the face of his garment? or who can come to him with his double bridle? 

14 Who can open the doors of his face? his teeth are terrible round about. 

483. 

15 His scales are his pride, shut up together as with a close seal. 

16 One is so near to another, that no air can come between them. 

17 They are joined one to another, they stick together, that they cannot be sundered. 

484. 

18 By his neesings a light doth shine, and his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning. 

19 Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out. 

20 Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething pot or caldron. 

485. 

21 His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth. 

22 In his neck remaineth strength, and sorrow is turned into joy before him. 

486. 

23 The flakes of his flesh are joined together: they are firm in themselves; they cannot be moved. 

24 His heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone. 

25 When he raiseth up himself, the mighty are afraid: by reason of breakings they purify 
themselves. 


487. 

26 The sword of him that layeth at him cannot hold: the spear, the dart, nor the habergeon. 

27 He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood. 

28 The arrow cannot make him flee: slingstones are turned with him into stubble. 

488. 

29 Darts are counted as stubble: he laugheth at the shaking of a spear. 

30 Sharp stones are under him: he spreadeth sharp pointed things upon the mire. 
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489. 

31 He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: he maketh the sea like a pot of ointment. 

32 He maketh a path to shine after him; one would think the deep to be hoary. 

490. 

33 Upon earth there is not his like, who is made without fear. 

34 He beholdeth all high things : he is a king over all the children of pride. 


1 Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 

2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee. 

492. 

3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood 
not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 

4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 


493. 

5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 

6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 

494. 

7 And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz 
the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken 
of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath. 


495. 

8 Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and 
offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I 
accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is 
right, like my servant Job. 


496. 

9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did 
according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also accepted Job. 

10 And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD 
gave Job twice as much as he had before. 


497. 

11 Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his 
acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and 
comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him a 
piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. 

498. 

12 So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen 
thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 

13 He had also seven sons and three daughters. 

499. 

14 And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia; and the name 
of the third, Keren-happuch. 

15 And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father gave 
them inheritance among their brethren. 

500. 

16 After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons' sons, even four 
generations. 

17 So Job died, being old and full of days. 
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The Teachings of Amen-nemope 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-30 


The ancient Egyptians give several sets of instructions of proper social behavior to the people. 
The basic format of these instructions is of the father teaching his learning and wisdom to his son. 
The same format is followed later in the book of Proverbs, and there are similarities between 
verses in Amenemope and the Book of Proverbs, especially Proverbs 22:17 and 24:22. Jesus also 
referenced the reknowned Egyptian document in his Gospel preaching. 

The words of Amenemope are from the age of the Rameses kings, approximately around 1100 BC. 
King Amenemope was a resident of Akhim, a town in Upper Egypt, on the east side of the Nile. 
Some ancient kings were good guys, and others were bad guys. Despite the polytheist references, 
the documents serves as an introduction to ancient Egyptian philosophy and law. 

A few verses have been adjusted according to subject matter. 


Introduction 


1 . 

The beginning of the instruction about life, 

A testimony for well-being, 


AMENEMOPE 1 


2 . 

[and] All the principles of official procedure, 
[and] the duties of the courtiers; 


3. 

To know how to return an answer to the accusation of one who made it, 
and to send back a reply to the one who sent him; 

4. 

To set one straight on the paths of life 
and make him prosper on Earth, 


5. 

To let his heart settle down in its chapel, 
as one who steers him clear of evil, 


6 . 

To save him from the talk of others, 

as one who is respected in the speech of men. 


7. 

Written by the superintendent of the land, experienced in his office, 
the offspring of a scribe of the Beloved Land, 


8 . 

The superintendent of produce, who fixes the grain measure, 
who sets the grain tax amount for his lord, 


9. 

Who registers the islands [of the Nile] 

which appear as new land over the cartouche of His Majesty, 

and sets up the land mark at the boundary of the arable land, 
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10 . 


Who protects the king by his tax rolls, 

and makes the Register of the Black Land. [Egypt] 

11 . 

The scribe who places the divine offerings for all the gods, 
The donor of land grants to the people, 


12 . 

The superintendent of grain who administers the food offerings, 
Who supplies the storerooms with grain. 


13. 

A truly silent man in Tjeni in the Ta-wer town, [the location of temples] 
one whose verdict is [often that of] "acquitted", in Ipu, [Akhmim] 

14. 

The owner of a pyramid tomb on the west of Senut, 
as well as the owner of a memorial chapel in Abydos, 

15. 

Amen-nemope, the son of Kanakht, 

whose verdict is [often that of] "acquitted" in the Ta-wer town. 


16. 

[Teaching] For his son, the youngest of his children, Horemmaakheru, 
the least of his family, 


17. 

Initiate of the mysteries of Min-Kamutef, the god of Akhmim 
libation pourer of Wennofre, (Osiris) 


18. 

Who inducts Florus upon the throne of his father, 
His [soul is] in his august chapel, 


19. 

...secret... 

The seer of the Mother of God, 


20 . 

The inspector of the black cattle of the terrace of Min, 
who protects Min in his chapel, 


21 . 

Horemmaakheru is his true name, 

A child of an official of Ipu, 


22 . 

The son of the sistrum player of Shu and Tefnut, 
The chief singer of Horns, the lady Tawosret. 


23. 

He says, 

Give your ears, and hear what is said, 


(Homs is vindicated) 
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24. 

Give your mind over to their interpretation: 

25. 

It is profitable to put [these teachings]in your heart, 

26. 

Yet woe to him that neglects them! 

27. 

Let them rest in the shrine of your [inner being] 
that they may act as a lock in your heart, 


28. 

[Now] [and] when there comes a storm of words, 
they will be a mooring post on your tongue. 


29. 

If you spend a lifetime with these things in your heart 
you will find it good fortune, 


30. 

You will discover my words to be a treasure house of life, 
and your body will flourish on the Earth. 

The Teachings of Amenemope CHAPTER TWO 

Divisions 31-60 


Care for the weak, reject the evil 


31. 

Beware of robbing a [poor] wretch 
[and] of raging against a cripple. 


AMENEMOPE 2 


32. 

Do not stretch out your hand to strike an old man, 
nor snip at the words of an elder. 


33. 

Do not let yourself be sent on a fraudulent business, 
nor desire the company of the one that does it. 


34. 

Do not [hate him that hurts] you, 

nor plead your own case [before a court]. 


35. 

The evildoer, throw him in the canal, 
the shore abandons him. 


36. 

The North wind descends to end his hour, 
it is joined by the thunderstorm. 
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37 . 

The storm clouds are tall, 
the crocodiles are [ferocious], 

O you heated man, what are you like? 


38. 

He cries out, and his voice reaches heaven. 

O Moon, make his crime manifest! 

39. 

Row that we may ferry evil away, 

for we will not act according to his evil nature. 


40. 

Lift him up, [and] give him your hand, 

[yet] leave him in the hands of God; 


41. 

Fill his gut with your own food 
that he may be sated and ashamed. 


42. 

Something else of value in the heart of God 
is to stop and think before speaking. 


AMENEMOPE 3 


43. 

Do not get into a quarrel with the argumentative man 
nor incite him with words, 


44. 

Proceed cautiously before an opponent 
and give way to an adversary, 


45. 

Sleep on it before speaking, 

for a storm come forth like fire in hay is the hot-headed man in his appointed time. 

46. 

May you be restrained before him, 

47. 

Leave him to himself, 

and God will know how to answer him. 


48. 

If you spend your life with these things in your heart, 
your children shall observe them. 


49. 

The hot-headed man in the temple is like a tree grown in an enclosed space, 
In a moment is its loss of foliage. 


AMENEMOPE 4 


50. 

It reaches its end in the carpentry shop, 

it is floated away far from its place, or fire is its funeral pyre. 
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51 . 

The truly temperate man sets himself apart [from strife]. 
He is like a tree grown in a sunlit field, 


52. 

It becomes verdant, it doubles its yield, 

[and] It stands before its owner; 

53. 

Its fruit is something sweet, its shade is pleasant, 
and it reaches its end in a grove. 


54. 

Do not take by violence the shares of the temple, 

Do not be grasping, and you will find abundance; 

55. 

Do not take away a temple servant 

In order to do something profitable for another man. 


AMENEMOPE 5 


Time will change all 


56. 

Do not say, "Today is like tomorrow." 

For how will this end? 


57. 

When tomorrow comes, today has past, 
the deep water has become the sandbank. 


58. 

Crocodiles are uncovered, 
the hippopotami are on dry land, 


59. 

the fish are crowded together, gasping for air, 
the wild dogs are sated, 


60. 

The birds are in feast, 

the fishnets have been drained. 
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The Teachings of Amenemope 


CHAPTER THREE 

Divisions 61-80 


Dont take land from the poor 


61. 

Every temperate man in the temple says, 

"Great is the benevolence of Re." 


62. 

Adhere to the silent man, you will find life, 
and your body shall flourish on Earth. 


63. 

Do not move the markers on the borders of fields, 
nor shift the position of the measuring-line. 


AMENEMOPE 6 


64. 

Do not be greedy for a cubit of land, 
nor encroach on the boundaries of a widow. 


65. 

One who transgresses the field's furrow shortens a lifetime, 

66 . 

One who seizes it for fields and acquires land by deceptive attestations, 
will be lassoed by the might of the Moon. 


67. 

To one that has done this on Earth, pay attention, 
For he is an enemy worthy of your overthrowing; 

68 . 

Life is taken from his eye, 

69. 

His house is an enemy to the community. 

His storage barns is broken into. 


70. 

his property is taken away from his children, 
and his possessions are given to someone else. 


71. 

Take care not to move the boundary markers of the borders of fields, 

Not fearing that you will be brought to court; (or, lest fear carry you off) 

72. 

Man pleases God by the might of the Lord 

when he sets straight the boundaries of the land that can be used for planting. 

73. 

Desire then, to make yourself prosper, 
and take care for the Lord of heaven. 
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74 . 


Do not trample on the furrow of someone else, 
their good order will be profitable for you. 


75. 

So plough the fields, and you will find whatever you need, 
and receive the bread from your own threshing floor: 

76. 

Better is a bushel which God gives you 
than five thousand deceitfully gotten. 


77. 

They do not spend a day in the storehouse or warehouse, 
they are no use for dough for beer, 


78. 

Their stay in the granary is short-lived, 
when morning comes they will have vanished. 


79. 

Better, then, is poverty in the hand of God 
than riches in the storehouse, 


80. 

Better is bread when the mind is at ease 
than riches with anxiety. 


The Teachings of Amenemope 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 81-105 


81. 

Do not set your heart on wealth, 

there is no ignoring the fate of Fortune and Destiny, 

82. 

Do not set your thoughts on superficial matters, 
for every man there is his appointed time. 


AMENEMOPE 7 


83. 

Do not strain to seek increase in excess, 

What you have, let it suffice you, and it will prosper you (in the long run) 

84. 

If riches come to you by theft, 
they will not stay the night with you. 


85. 

As soon as day breaks they will not be in your household, 
although their places can be seen, they are not there. 

86 . 

When the Earth opens up its mouth, 
it levels him and swallows him up. 
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87 . 


They will plunge in the deep water, 

they will make for themselves a great hole which suits them. 

88 . 

They will have made themselves wings like geese, 
and flown away to the sky. 


89. 

Do not rejoice in wealth gained from robbery, 
nor be sad about being poor. 


90. 

As the officer is deserted by them 

that he orders to press forward in front of him, 

91. 

The boat of the greedy is left on the mud, 
while the boat of the silent sails with the wind. 

92. 

When the greedy rises, you shall offer to the Aten, 
saying, "Grant me prosperity and health." 


93. 

And your god will give you your necessities for life, 
and you will be safe from fear. 


94. 

Set your goodness before people, 
that you are then greeted by all. 


AMENEMOPE 8 


95. 

They make rejoicing for the Uraeus, 
and spit against the Apophis. 


96. 

Keep your tongue safe from words of detraction, 
then you will be loved by others. 


97. 

Then you will find your proper place within the temple, 

98. 

And your offerings will be accaptable 
among the bread deliveries of your lord. 


98. 

You will be revered, when you are concealed in your grave, 
and you will be safe from the might of God. 


100 . 

Do not hastily accuse a man, 

when the circumstance of his escape is unknown. 

101 . 

Whether you hear something good or bad, 
put it outside your mind, until he has been heard. 
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102 . 

Set a good report on your tongue, 
while the bad thing is concealed inside you. 


Heed your superiors 
103. 

Converse with a man of your own measure, 
and take care not to speak thoughtlessly. 


104. 

Keep your tongue from talking back your superior, 
and take care not to offend him [or her.] 


105. 

Let him not cast his speech to lasso you, 
nor give free rein to your answer. 


The Teachings of Amenemope 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Divisions 106-130 


Avoid die agitator 


106. 

Do not fraternizd with the heated man, 
nor approach him for conversation. 


AMENEMOPE 9 


107. 

Swift is the speech of one who is angered, 
more than wind over water. 


108. 

He makes or breaks reputation with the words of his tongue, 
when he makes his hurtful speech, 


109. 

He gives an answer worthy of a beating, 
for his frieght is damaged. 

110 . 

He hauls freight like all the world, 
yet his cargo is falsehood. 

111 . 

He is the ferryman of twisting words baack and forth, 
he goes forth and returns again with quarrels. 


112 . 

Yet, whether he eats and drinks inside in house, 
his accusation is heard outside on the street. 


113. 

The day he is charged with his crime 
is misfortune for his children. 
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114 . 

Even Khnum will straightway come against him, even Khnum will 
straightway come against him. 


115. 

The potter wheel of the ill-tempered man 

it is to knead and bake the hearts that he moulds, 

116. 

He is like a wolf cub in the farmyard, [in time he will inflict harm] 

snd he turns one eye to the other, squinting or winking, 
for he sets families to argue. 


117. 

He runs before every wind like clouds, 
he changes his colors in the light of day. 

118. 

He flips his tail like the crocodile's young, 

[and] he draws himself up so as to strike 

119. 

His lips are sweet, yet his tongue is bitter, 
and a fire bums in his belly. 

120 . 

Do not hasten to join such a one [who is angry], 
not fearing you will be brought to account. 


121 . 

Do not address an intemperate man by forcing your opinion, 
nor destroy your own mind with anger, 


AMENEMOPE 10 


122 . 

Do not say to him, "May you be praised!" 
not meaning it, when there is fear within you. 


123. 

Do not converse falsely with a man, 
for it is an abomination before God. 


124. 

Do not separate your mind from your tongue. 

Say what you mean, and all your plans will succeed. 

125. 

You will be important before others, 

While you will be secure in the hand of God. 


126. 

God hates one who falsifies words, 

His great abomination is duplicity. 
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AMENEMOPE 11 


127 . 

Do not covet the property of the dependent, (the poor, weak, young, or elderly) 
nor hunger for his bread. 


128. 

The property of the dependent is an obstruction to the throat, 
it makes the gullet throw it back. 


129. 

It is by false oaths that he has brought himself up to vomit, 
while his heart slips back inside him. 


130. 

It is through the disaffected poor that effectiveness is weakened, 

and then evil will topple good in your land (without the support of the poor). 


The Teachings of Amenemope 


CHAPTER SIX 
Divisions 131-160 


131. 

If you are at a loss before your superior, 
and are confused in your speeches, 


132. 

Your flatterings are destined to be turned back with curses, 
and your prostrations repulsed by beatings. 


133. 

O filler of the mouth, with too large a bite of bread, 

you swallow it, you vomit it, you are emptied of your good. 

134. 

To the examination of a dependent pay attention 
while the staves touch him. 


135. 

And while all his people are fettered with manacles, 

who is to receivee the execution before the court, except you? (or your soul) 

136. 

When you are too free before your superior, 
then you get into bad favor with your subordinates. 

137. 

So steer away from a dependent on the road, 
that you may see him yet keep clear of his property. 
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138. 


AMENEMOPE 12 


Do not covet the property of an official, 

and do not fill the mouth with too much food arrogantly. 

139. 

If he sets you to manage his property, 
respect his, and yours will prosper. 


140. 

Do not deal with the intemperate man, 
nor associate yourself to a disloyal party. 


141. 

If you are sent to transport straw, 

Abstain from profiting thereby. 


142. 

If a man is discovered in a dishonest transaction, 
never again will he be employed. 


AMENEMOPE 13 

Do not judge with iniquity 


143. 

Do not lead a man astray with reed pen on papyrus, 
It is the abomination of God. 


144. 

Do not make witness with a false statement, 

nor remove an innocent man from the list by your order; 

145. 

Do not reckon with someone who has nothing, 
nor make your pen be false. 


146. 

Do not accept the gift of a powerful man, 
and deprive the weak for his sake. 


147. 

Do not wrongly assess the property of a man who has nothing, 
and thus falsify your pen. 


148. 

If you find a large debt against a poor man, 
divide it into three parts. 


149. 

Forgive two, and let one stand. 

You will find it a path of life. 


150. 


the Gospel 


You will pass the night in sound sleep, 

in the morning you will find it to be good news. 
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151 . 

Better it is to be praised as one loved by men 
than to gather wealth in the storehouse. 


152. 

Better is bread when the mind is at ease, 
than riches with troubles. 


153. 

Do not entangle yourself with a person, (with manipulation) 
nor exert yourself to seek out his hand. 


AMENEMOPE 14 


154. 

If he says to you, "Take a bribe," 
there is no need to respect him. 


155. 

Do not be afraid of him, nor bend down your head, 
nor turn aside your gaze. 


156. 

Address him with your words, and say to him greetings, 
when he stops, your chance will come. 

157. 

Do not repel him at his first approach, 
at another time he will be apprehended. 

158. 

Do well, and you will attain influence. 

159. 

Do not dip your reed against a transgressor. 


AMENEMOPE 15 


160. 

The beak of the Ibis is the finger of the scribe; 

Take care not to disturb it. 

The ibis (the stork) here is Thoth, patron god of the scribes 
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The Teachings of Amenemope 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
Divisions 161-180 


161. 

The Ape (another form of Thoth) dwells in the temple of Khmun, (Hermopolis, the town of Thoth) 
while his eye travels around the Two Lands, 


162. 

If he sees one who cheats with his finger, (a false scribe) 
he takes away his provisions by the flood. 


163. 

As for a scribe who cheats with his finger, 

his son shall not be enrolled in the lists of the government. 

164. 

If you spend your life with these things in your heart, 
your children shall observe them. 


165. 

Do not tilt the scale nor falsify the weights, 
nor diminish the fractions of the grain measures. 

166. 

Do not wish for the grain measures of the fields 
just to cast aside those of the the government's treasury. 

167. 

The Ape sits by the balance, 

while his heart is measured by the plummet. 


AMENEMOPE 16 


168. 

Who is a god as great as Thoth, 

who discovered these things, in order to create them? 

169. 

Do not get for yourself short weights, 

They are plentiful, 

yea, an army by the might of God. 


170. 

If you see someone cheating, 
at a distance you must pass him by. 


171. 

Do not be greedy for copper, 
and renounce fine clothes. 


172. 

What good is one cloaked in fine linen, 
when he cheats before God? (and Heaven) 

173. 

When jewels are heaped upon gold, 
at daybreak they turn to lead. 
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174 . 

Beware of tampering with the grain measure 
to falsify its fractions. 


AMENEMOPE 17 


175. 

Do not act wrongfully through force, 
cause it not to be empty inside the bams. 


176. 

May you have it measured exactly as it arrived, 
your hand stretching out with precision. 


177. 

Make not for yourself two measures of the barn's capacities, (or use a double standard) 
for then it is toward the depths that you will go. (in the hereafter) 

178. 

The measure is the eye of Re, 
it's abomination is the thief. 

As for a grain measurer who multiplies and subtracts from the correct measure, 
his eye will seal up against him. 


179. 

Do not receive the harvest tax of a cultivator, 
nor set a papyrus against him to harm him. 


180. 

Do not enter into collusion with the grain measurer, (to commit theft) 
nor defraud the share of the residence that sells the grain. 

More important is the threshing floor for barley 
than swearing oaths by the Great Throne. 


The Teachings of Amenemope 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
Divisions 181-205 


181. 

Do not go to bed fearing tomorrow, 

for when day breaks how will tomorrow be? 


AMENEMOPE 18 


182. 

Man knows not what tomorrow will be ! 

183. 

God is success, 
while man is failure. 


184. 

The words which men say pass on one side, 
the things which God does pass on another side. 


185. 

Do not say, " I am 1 without fault," 
nor try to seek out trouble. 
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186 . 

Fault is the business of God, 
it is sealed with his finger. 


187. 

There is no success in the hand of God, 
nor is there failure before Flim; 


188. 

If one turns himself about to seek out success, 
in a moment He destroys him. 


189. 

Be strong in your heart, make your mind firm, 
do not steer with your tongue. 


190. 

The tongue of a man is the steering oar of a boat, 
yet the Lord of All is its pilot. 


191. 

Do not enter the council chamber in the presence of a magistrate, 
and then falsify your speech. 


AMENEMOPE 19 


192. 

Do not go up and down with your accusation 
when your witnesses stand readied. 


193. 

Do not overstate oaths in the name of your lord, (sworn testimony) 
with pleas in the place of interrogation. 


194. 

Tell the truth before the magistrate, 
lest he gain power over your body. 


195. 

If you petition before him the next day, (immediately after an accusation) 
he will agree with all you say. 


196. 

He will present your case in court before the Council of the Thirty, 
and it will be decided another time as well. 


197. 

Do not defraud a person in the law court 
nor put aside the just man. 


AMENEMOPE 20 


198. 

Do not pay (too much) attention to garments of white, 
nor scorn one in rags. 


199. 

Take not the bribe of the strong man, 
nor repress the weak for him. 
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200. 

As for the just man who resembles the greatness of God, 
he will render himself as he wishes, (in the hereafter) 

201 . 

The strength of a man like him 
saves a poor wretch from his beatings. 


202 . 

Do not make for yourself false enrollment lists, 

(of spies, or fraudulent numbers of fake employees) 
for they are punishable offenses deserving of death. 

203. 

They are serious oaths (of government officials) which promote respect, 
and they are to be investigated by a reporter of the court. 

204. 

Do not falsify the oracles on a papyrus 
and thereby alter the designs of God. 


205. 

Do not arrogate to yourself the might of God 
as if Destiny and Fortune did not exist. 


The Teachings of Amenemope 


CHAPTER NINE 
Divisions 206-235 


206. 

Hand property over to its rightful owners, 
and seek out life for yourself thereafter. 


207. 

Let not your heart build in their house, 

for then your neck will be on the execution block. 


208. 

Do not say, find for me a strong patron, 
for a man in your town has afflicted me. 


AMENEMOPE 21 


209. 

Do not say, find for me an active mediator, 
for one that hates me has afflicted me. 


210 . 

Indeed, you cannot know the plans of God, 
you cannot perceive tomorrow. 


211 . 

Sit yourself at the hands of God, 

your tranquility will overthrow them your adversaries. 

212 . 

As for a (biting) crocodile deprived of his tongue, 
his significance is paltry. 
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213. 


Empty not your soul to everybody 

and do not diminish thereby your importance. 


214. 

Do not pour out your words to others, 
nor fraternize with a man that is too rash. 


215. 

Better is a man whose report is kept inside him, 

than the person that tells their story to their own disadvantage. 

216. 

A peson cannot run to attain perfection, 
a person cannot create perfection, just to destroy it. 


217. 

Do not provoke your adversary, 

and do not tell him your innermost thoughts. 


AMENEMOPE 22 


218. 

Do not fly up to greet him 

when you cannot yet see how he acts. 


219. 

May you first comprehend his accusation. 

Be calm and your chance will come. 


220 . 

Leave it to him, and he will empty his soul, 
for sleep knows how to find him out 


221 . 

Touch his feet, do not disrespect him. 

Fear him, do not underestimate him. 


222 . 

Indeed, you cannot know the plans of God, 
you cannot perceive tomorrow. 


223. 

Sit yourself at the hands of God, 
your tranquility will overthrow them. 


224. 

Do not eat a meal in the presence of a magistrate, 
nor set to speaking first. 


AMENEMOPE 23 


225. 

If you are sated, pretend to chew, 
enjoy yourself with your saliva. 

226. 

Look at the cup in front of you, 
and let that suffice your need. 
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227. 

Even as a noble is important in his office, 
so he is like the abundance of a full well. 


228. 

Do not listen to the proposition of an official indoors, 
and then repeat it to another outside. 


AMENEMOPE 24 


229. 

Do not allow your discussions to be brought outside 
lest your heart be grieved. 


230. 

The heart of a man is the beak of God, 
so take care not to slight it. 


231. 

A man who stands at the side of an official 
should not have his real name known in the street. 


232. 

Do not laugh at a blind man nor taunt a dwarf, 
neither interfere with the condition of a cripple. 


AMENEMOPE 25 


233. 

Do not taunt a man who is in the hand of God, 
nor scowl at him if he errs. 


234. 

Man is clay and straw, 
and God is his potter; 

He overthrows and He builds daily, 

He impoverishes a thousand if He wishes. 

yet He makes a thousand into officials 
when He is in His hour of life. 


235. 

How fortunate is he who reaches the West (in Heaven, with the sun) 
when he is safe in the hand of God. (in the hereafter) 
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The Teachings of Amenemope 


CHAPTER TEN 
Divisions 236-260 


236. 

Do not sit in the beer hall 

nor join someone greater than you. 


237. 

Whether he be low or high in his station, 
an old man or a youth. 


238. 

Yet take as a friend for yourself someone compatible. 
Re (i.e. God) is helpful though he is far away. 


239. 

If you see a man greater than you outside, 
walk behind him respectfully. 


240. 

Give a hand to someone older than you that is sated with beer, 
respect him as his children would. 


241. 

The strong arm is not hurt by being uncovered, 
the back is not broken by bending it. 


242. 

A man does not lose honor by speaking sweetly, 
nor does he gain honor if his speech bristles. 


243. 

The pilot who sees into the distance, will not wreck his boat. 

[The person with the insight of wisdom will not easily get shipwrecked.] 


244. 

Do not reproach someone greater than you, 
for he has seen the sun before you. 


245. 

Do not let yourself be reported to the Aten (the sun God) when he rises, 
with the words, "Again a young man has reproached an elder." 

246. 

Very painful in the sight of Re 

is a young man who reproaches an elder. 

247. 

Let him beat you with your hands folded, 
let him reproach you while you keep quiet. 

248. 

Then when you come before him in the morning 
he will give you bread freely. 


AMENEMOPE 26 


Noah 


AMENEMOPE 27 
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249. 

As for bread, die dog of his master 
barks to the one who gives it. 


250. 

Do not identify a widow if you have caught her in the fields, (taking produce) 
nor fail to give way if she is accused. 


AMENEMOPE 28 


251. 

Do not turn a (poor) stranger away from your oil jar, 
double it more than for your own family. 

For God loves him who cares for the poor, 
more than him who respects the wealthy. 


252. 

Do not turn people away from crossing the river 
when you have room in your ferryboat; 


AMENEMOPE 29 


253. 

If an oar is given you in the midst of the deep waters, 
bend back your hands to take it up. 


254. 

It is not an abomination in the hand of God 
if the crew does not agree. 


255. 

Do not acquire a ferryboat on the river, (to make money) 
and then attempt to seek out its fares. 

Take the fare from the man of means, 
yet also accept the destitute without charge. 


256. 

Mark for yourself these thirty chapters: 
they please, they instruct, 


AMENEMOPE 30 


257. 

They are the foremost of all books, 
for they teach the ignorant. 


258. 

If they are read before an ignorant man, 

he will be purified (of his ignorance) through them. 

259. 

Fill your mind with them, put them in your heart 
and get men to interpret them. 


260. 

As for a scribe who is experienced in his position, 

He will find himself worthy of being a courtier. 

It is finished. 

By the writing of Senu, son of the god's father Pamiu. 
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The Book of Entrance into the Light 


The Egyptian Burial Texts 


INTRODUCTION 


The Egyptian literary tradition has a rich legacy of burial writings from the most ancient eras 
until about the starting of the Christian era. The main writings are the Coffin texts, the Pyramid 
texts, and the book of invocations referred to as the Book of the Dead. The proper name of the 
Egyptian Book of the Dead translates to 'the book of entering the light' or 'waking to the day', etc. 


The practice of dedicating wisdom teachings to the next generation is a common literary form 
that is based on the idea of honoring and blessing our spiritual soul with enlightened teachings and 
celebrations of peace and societal harmony, obviously in order that we might be all the more able to 
return to the present world in a comparable fashion and state. Hence, the large number of 
philosophical musings set forth in the ancient Egyptian tradition of funeral rituals. 


The Book of the Entrance Into the Light was recovered during the Napolonic era circa 1800, 
and was translated at about the time that Joseph Smith published the Book of Mormon, in the 1830. 
It was a time of religious revival in the United States and elsewhere, and the door was open for the 
gospel to be preached and received with large progressive revivals, in New England in particular. 
Yet, progress was thwarted when Joseph Smith's Book of Mormon and his fledgling church were 
cast out of Independence, Missouri with violence. Likewise, the Persian Bahai prophets of Iran 
were received with martyrdom and imprisonment after the Mormon prophet was martyred in 1844. 

The lost Book of Jasher was also translated into English in this era, with real fine quality. The huge 
book stands up to be everything it is billed to be, albeit slightly embellished. Among other extra- 
canonical writings worthy of consideration, the Gnostic text dubbed the Bruce Codex, an advanced 
writing that hails from the Socratic era, was also being translated during these years of religious 
revival. 


The point being, of course, that Joseph Smith was actively making strides towards the assembly 
of ancient religious writings. The Victorians followed this course, and published the Sacred Books 
of the East from 1880 to 1910. Yet, all was to fall backwards when the great world war of 1915- 
1920 decimated Europe and set Americans on a path towards irreligious disdain for religious 
writings of antiquity. 

Albert Pike also advanced the study of antiquity with the Freemason handbook of ancient religious 
mysteries, 'Morals and Dogma', compiled somewhat hastily after the death of Abraham Lincoln. 
The 800 page book is presumed to be a monument to the young lawyer's crusade against slavery 
and the dissolution of the Union. 

The discovery of the Dead Sea Srolls and the Nag Hammadi Library in 1945 revived interest in 
philosophical and religious writings of antiquity, yet was cut short when the Second Vatican 
Council was interrupted by the death of John Kennedy and the escalating war in Indochina. It may 
be accurate to say with hindsight that the revelation of religious writings are adamantly opposed by 
lawless men that, ironically, need enlightenment more than anybody, if saints are considered 
worthy of blessings in the hereafter, despite suffering weal and woe. 


The Egyptian funeral writings are not in the present edition of The Melchizedek Bible, yet shall 
be soon enough in a next edition. Invocation 125 from The Entrace Into the Light is a good 
example of the finer quality funeral inscriptions of ancient Egypt. 
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Early stories from the Avesta 


Selections from the early stories of the Avesta, the Zoroastrian Bible 


INTRODUCTION 


The Avesta is the holy book of the Persian prophet Zarathustra (or Zoroaster) from the 900s BC. 
His prophetic teachings had to do with comparisons of the duality between good and evil, and the 
neccessity of choosing good over evil, for one's sake and for the sake of one's society. Basically, 
blessings are reserved for the good, and punishments are reserved for the wicked. 


The Avesta and many of ancient religious writings of antiquity are found in the volumes of the 
Oxford classic 'Sacred Books of the East' The holy books of the Eastern world were translated 
into the English language for the first time during the Victorian Restoration from the 1870s until 
1915. Oxford University Press completed the publication of the titanic collection of holy books at 
around the same time when the giant 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica was being developed. 

The present sample from early Zoroastrian literature was translated during the 1890s. While other 
translations have enhanced or clarified the holy writings, the volumes of Sacred Books of the East 
remain the gold standard of reference material. 


The history of the vast empire Persia is that of good and bad kingdoms coexisting at times, and 
waging internal struggles at times, with a number of ancient eras cleaving to lawful actions and 
transcendent religion. After Alexander's conquest of Persia in the 330s BC, the cause of religion 
declined considerably, as less scrupulous Persians gained control. It is worth realizing that the First 
World War took a heavy toll on the Turkish nations. And that afterwards, many of the citizens of 
the ancient empire appear to have turned over a new leaf, with certain exceptions. The Bahai 
prophets of the 1850s, and their large books of prophecy that were directed somewhat towards the 
powerful Persian Turks, did also convince some people to turn their plowshare towards the 
proverbial kingdom of Heaven. 


In any case, the Victorian resurgence of the Zoroastrian religion was stifled by the Cold War and 
the Communist dogmas of atheism and amorality. Also, the post-Modern turning of Islam into a 
hypocritical ideology of terror towards innocent people, in lieu of preaching much of anything to 
the world in a polite manner, has sidelined the once Muslim and former Zoroastrian Persians from 
the stage of world religion. 


In terms of the context of the Avesta writings, so far as the Bible is concerned, the rise of a 
strong Persian empire following after a major prophet just a few generations after King David, 
clearly precipitated the conquest of Israel by the Assyrian's who were then allied with the 
Zoroastrians. The prophet Samuel and King David's son Solomon both appear to have Persian 
roots, within the more noble and blessed side of ancient Persian society, vis-a-vis the Samaritans 
and Bathsheba. Without presenting a long history lesson, the selections of the writings of the 
Avesta that pertain to ancient history are enclosed for consideration. 
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The Avesta 


The Zoroastrian Bible 


The Book of Law [Vend-i-dad] 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-20 


Sixteen perfect lands created by Ahura Mazda, and as many plagues created byAngra Mainyu. 


VENDIDAD 1 


1 . 

1. Ahura Mazda spake unto Spitama Zarathushtra, saying: 

I have made every land dear (to its people), even though it had no charms whatever in it: 
had I not made every land dear (to its people), even though it had no charms whatever in it, 
then the whole living world would have invaded the Airyana Vaeja. 


Vendidad Sada gives the alternative process of creation: 

'First, Ahura Mazda would create a land of such kind that its dwellers might like it, and there could 
be nothing more delightful. 

Then he who is all death would bring against it a counter-creation.' 


2 . 

2. The first of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was the Airyana Vaeja, by the Vanguhi Daitya. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created the serpent in the river 
and Winter, a work of the Daevas. 


3. 

3. There are ten winter months there, two summer months; and those are cold for the waters, cold 
for the earth, cold for the trees. Winter falls there, the worst of all plagues. 

4. 

4. The second of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was the plain which the Sughdhas inhabit. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created the locust, which brings 
death unto cattle and plants. 


5. 

5. The third of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was the strong, holy Mourn. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created plunder and sin 

6 . 

6. The fourth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was the beautiful Bakhdhi with high-lifted banner. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created the ants and the ant-hills. 

7. 

7. The fifth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was Nisaya, that lies between the Mourn and Bakhdhi. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created the sin of unbelief. 


8 . 

8. The sixth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was the house-deserting Haroyu. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created tears and wailing. 
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9 . 

9. The seventh of the good lands and countries which I. Ahura Mazda, created, 
was Vaekereta, of the evil shadows. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created the Pairika Rnathaiti, who 
claves unto Keresaspa. 


10 . 

10. The eighth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was Urva of the rich pastures. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created the sin of pride. 

11 . 

11. The ninth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was Khncnta which the Vehrkanas inhabit. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created a sin for which there is no 
atonement, the unnatural sin. 


12 . 

12. The tenth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was the beautiful Harahvaiti. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created a sin for which there is no 
atonement, the burying of the dead. 


13. 

13. The eleventh of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was the bright, glorious Haetumant. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created the evil work of 
witchcraft. 


14. 

14. And this is the sign by which it is known, this is that by which it is seen at once: 
wheresoever they may go and raise a cry of sorcery, there the worst works of witchcraft go forth. 
From there they come to kill and strike at heart, and they bring locusts as many as they want. 

15. 

15. The twelfth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was Ragha of the three races. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created the sin of utter unbelief. 

16. 

16. The thirteenth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, 
was the strong, holy Chakhra. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created a sin for which there is no 
atonement, the cooking of corpses. 


17. 

17. The fourteenth of the good lands and countries which I,Ahura Mazda, created, was the four- 
cornered Varena, for which was bom Thraetaona, who smote the dragon Dahaka. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created abnormal issues in 
women, and barbarian oppression. 


18. 

18. The fifteenth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda, created, was the Seven 
Rivers. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created abnormal issues in 
women, and excessive heat. 
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19. 

19. The sixteenth of the good lands and countries which I. Ahura Mazda, created, was the land by 
the sources of the Rangha, where people live who have no chiefs. 

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created Winter, a work of the 
Daevas. 

20 . 

20. There are still other lands and countries, beautiful and deep, longing and asking for the good, 
and bright. 


The Book of Law 


CHAPTER TWO 
Divisions 21-45 


The seal of King Yima Jamshed 


21 . 


VENDIDAD 2 


1. Zarathushtra asked Ahura Mazda: 

O Ahura Mazda, most beneficent Spirit, Maker of the material world, thou Holy [One]! 

Who was the first mortal, before myself, Zarathushtra, with whom thou, Ahura Mazda, didst 
converse, whom thou didst teach the religion of Ahura, [that is] the religion of Zarathushtra? 


22 . 

2. Ahura Mazda answered: 

The fair Yima, the good shepherd, [O holy Zarathushtra!] He was the first mortal, before thee, 
Zarathushtra, with whom I, Ahura Mazda, did converse, whom I taught the religion of Ahura, [that 
is] the religion of Zarathushtra. 


23. 

3. Unto him, [O Zarathushtra], I, Ahura Mazda, spake, saying: 

'Well, fair Yima, son of Vivanghat, be thou the preacher and the bearer of my Religion!' 

24. 

And the fair Yima, [O Zarathushtra], replied unto me, saying: 'I was not bom [nor raised a priest], 

I was not taught to be the preacher and the bearer of thy Religion.' 

25. 

4. Then I, Ahura Mazda, said thus unto him, [O Zarathushtra]: 

'Since thou dost not consent to be the preacher and the bearer of my Religion, then make thou my 
world increase, make my world grow: 

consent thou to nourish, to rule, and to watch over my world.' 

26. 

5. And the fair Yima replied unto me, [O Zarathushtra], saying: 

'Yes! I will make thy world increase, I will make thy world grow. 

27. 

Yes! I will nourish, and rule, and watch over thy world. 

There shall be, while I am king, neither cold wind not hot wind, neither disease nor death.' 

Vd2.6 Unconnected quotations, introduced by commentary say that 'although Yima did not teach 
the law and train pupils, he was nevertheless a faithful and a holy man, and rendered men holy too.' 

28. 

6. Then I, Ahura Mazda, brought two implements unto him: a golden seal and a poniard inlaid with 
gold. Behold, here Yima bears the royal sway! 


29. 

7. [untranslated] 
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30 . 

8. Thus, under the sway of Yima, three hundred winters passed away, and the earth was replenished 
with flocks and herds, with men and dogs and birds and with red blazing fires, and there was room 
no more for flocks, herds, and men. 


31. 

9. Then I warned the fair Yima, saying: 

'O fair Yima, son of Vivanghat, the earth has become full of flocks and herds, of men and dogs and 
birds and of red blazing fires, and there is room no more for flocks, herds, and men.' 

32. 

10. Then Yima stepped forward, in light, southwards, on the way of the sun, and afterwards he 
pressed the earth with the golden seal, and bored it with the poniard, speaking thus: 

'O Spenta Armaiti, kindly open asunder and stretch thyself afar, to bear flocks and herds and men.' 

33. 

11. And Yima made the earth grow larger by one-third than it was before, and there came flocks 
and herds and men, at their will and wish, as many as he wished. 

34. 

12. Thus, under the sway of Yima, six hundred winters passed away, and the earth was replenished 
with flocks and herds, with men and dogs and birds and with red blazing fires, and there was room 
no more for flocks, herds, and men. 


35. 

13. And I warned the fair Yima, saying: 

'O fair Yima, son of Vivanghat, the earth has become full of flocks and herds, of men and dogs and 
birds and of red blazing fires, and there is room no more for flocks, herds, and men.' 

36. 

14. Then Yima stepped forward, in light, southwards, on the way of the sun, and afterwards he 
pressed the earth with the golden seal, and bored it with the poniard, speaking thus: 

'O Spenta Armaiti, open asunder and stretch thyself afar, to bear flocks and herds and men.' 

37. 

15. And Yima made the earth grow larger by two-thirds than it was before, and there came flocks 
and herds and men, at their will and wish, as many as he wished. 

38. 

16. Thus, under the sway of Yima, nine hundred winters passed away, and the earth was 
replenished with flocks and herds, with men and dogs and birds and with red blazing fires, and 
there was room no more for flocks, herds, and men. 

39. 

17. And I warned the fair Yima, saying: 

'O fair Yima, son of Vivanghat, the earth has become full of flocks and herds, of men and dogs and 
birds and of red blazing fires, and there is room no more for flocks, herds, and men.' 

40. 

18. Then Yima stepped forward, in light, southwards, on the way of the sun, and afterwards he 
pressed the earth with the golden seal, and bored it with the poniard, speaking thus: 

'O Spenta Armaiti, open asunder and stretch thyself afar, to bear flocks and herds and men.' 

41. 

19. And Yima made the earth grow larger by two-thirds than it was before, and there came flocks 
and herds and men, at their will and wish, as many as he wished. 

42. 

20. The Maker, Ahura Mazda, called together a meeting of the celestial Yazatas in the Airyana 
Vaejo of high renown, by the Vanguhi Dairya. 
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43. 

The fair Yima, the good shepherd, called together a meeting of the best of the mortals, in the 
Airyana Vaejo of high renown, by the Vanguhi Daitya. 

44. 

21. To that meeting came Ahura Mazda, in the Airyana Vaejo of high renown, by the Vanguhi 
Daitya; he came together with the celestial Yazatas. 

45. 

To that meeting came the fair Yima, the good shepherd, in the Airyana Vaejo of high renown, by 
the Vanguhi Daitya; he came together with the best of the mortals. 


The Book Of Law 


CHAPTER THREE 
Divisions 46-75 


VENDIDAD 2 


46. 

22. And Ahura Mazda spake unto Yima, saying: 'O fair Yima, son of Vivanghat! 

Upon the material world the evil winters are about to fall, that shall bring the fierce, deadly frost; 
upon the material world the evil winters are about to fall, that shall make snow-flakes fall thick, 
even deep on the highest tops of mountains. Even where the snow is least, it will be one Vitasti.' 


47. 

23. 'And the beasts that live in the wilderness, and those that live on the tops of the mountains, and 
those that live in the bosom of the dale shall take shelter in underground abodes. 

48. 

24. 'Before that winter, the country would bear plenty of grass for cattle, before the waters had 
flooded it. Now after the melting of the snow, O Yima, a place wherein the footprint of a sheep may 
be seen will be a wonder in the world. 


49. 

25. 'Therefore make thee a Vara, long as a riding-ground on every side of the square 'Two hathras 
long on every side' (A hathra is about a mile), and thither bring the seeds of sheep and oxen, of 
men, of dogs, of birds, and of red blazing fires. 


50. 

Therefore make thee a Vara, long as a riding-ground on every side of the square, to be an abode for 
man; a Vara, long as a riding-ground on every side of the square, for oxen and sheep. 

51. 

26. 'There thou shalt make waters flow in a bed a hathra long; there thou shalt settle birds, on the 
green that never fades, with food that never fails. There thou shalt establish dwelling-places, 
consisting of a house with a balcony, a courtyard, and as gallery. 

52. 

27. 'Thither thou shalt bring the seeds of men and women, of the greatest, best, and finest on this 
earth; thither thou shalt 

bring the seeds of every kind of cattle, of the greatest, best, and finest on this earth. 

53. 

28. ’Thither thou shalt bring the seeds of every kind of tree, of the highest of size and sweetest of 
odour on this earth; thither thou shalt bring the seeds of every kind of fruit, the best of savour and 
sweetest of odour. All those seeds shalt thou bring, two of every kind, to be kept inexhaustible 
there, so long as those men shall stay in the Vara. 
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54. 

29. 'There shall be no humpbacked, none bulged forward there; no impotent, no lunatic; no 
malicious, no liar; no one spiteful, none jealous; no one with decayed tooth, no leprous to be pent 
up, nor any of the brands wherewith Angra Mainyu stamps the bodies of mortals. 

55. 

30. 'In the largest part of the place thou shalt make nine streets, 
six in the middle part, three in the smallest. 


57. 

To the streets of the largest part thou shalt bring a thousand seeds of men and women; 
to the streets of the middle part, six hundred; 
to the streets of the smallest part, three hundred. 


58. 

That Vara thou shalt seal up with thy golden seal, and thou shalt make a door, and a window self- 
shining within.' 


59. 

31. Then Yima said within himself: 'How shall I manage to make that Vara which Ahura Mazda has 
commanded me to make?' 


60. 

And Ahura Mazda said unto Yima: 'O fair Yima, son of Vivanghat! Crush the earth with a stamp of 
thy heel, and then knead it with thy hands, as the potter does when kneading the potter's clay.' 

61. 

32. [And Yima did as Ahura Mazda wished; he crushed the earth with a stamp of his heel, he 
kneaded it with his hands, as the potter does when kneading the potter's clay.] 

(From the Vendidad Sada) 


62. 

33. And Yima made a Vara, long as a riding-ground on every side of the square. 

There he brought the seeds of sheep and oxen, of men, of dogs, of birds, and of red blazing fires. 

63. 

He made a Vara, long as a riding-ground on every side of the square, to be an abode for men; 
a Vara, long as a riding-ground on every side of the square, for oxen and sheep. 

64. 

34. There he made waters flow in a bed a hathra long; 

there he settled birds, on the green that never fades, with food that never fails. 

There he established dwelling-places, consisting of a house with a balcony, a courtyard, and a 
gallery. 


65. 

35. There he brought the seeds of men and women, of the greatest, best, and finest on this earth; 
there he brought the seeds of every kind of cattle, of the greatest, best, and finest on this earth. 

66 . 

36. There he brought the seeds of every kind of tree, of the highest of size and sweetest of odour on 
this earth; 

there he brought the seeds of every kind of fruit, the best of savour and sweetest of odour. 

67. 

All those seeds he brought, two of every kind, to be kept inexhaustible there, so long as those men 
shall stay in the Vara. 
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68. 

37. And there were no humpbacked, none bulged forward there; no impotent, no lunatic; no one 
malicious, no liar; no one spiteful, none jealous; no one with decayed tooth, no leprous to be pent 
up, nor any of the brands wherewith Angra Mainyu stamps the bodies of mortals. 

69. 

38. In the largest part of the place he made nine streets, six in the middle part, three in the smallest. 
To the streets of the largest part he brought a thousand seeds of men and women; to the streets of 
the middle part, six hundred; to the streets of the smallest part, three hundred. 

70. 

That Vara he sealed up with the golden ring, and he made a door, and a window self-shining within. 

71. 

39. O Maker of the material world, thou Holy One! What are the lights that give light in the Vara 
which Yima made? 

72. 

40. Ahura Mazda answered: 'There are uncreated lights and created lights.' 

The commentary adds, 'The uncreated light shines from above; all the created lights shine from 
below.' The one thing missed there is the sight of the stars, the moon, and the sun, and a year 
seems only as a day. 


73. 

41. 'Every fortieth year, to every couple two are bom, a male and a female. 

And thus it is for every sort of cattle. 

And the men in the Vara which Yima made live the happiest life.' 

74. 

42. O Maker of the material world, thou Holy One, who is he who brought the Religion of Mazda 
into the Vara which Yima made? 

Ahura Mazda answered: 'It was the bird Karshipta, O holy Zarathushtra!' 

75. 

43. O Maker of the material world, thou Holy One, who are the Lord and the Master there? 

Ahura Mazda answered: TJrvatat-nara, O Zarathushtra, and thyself, Zarathushtra.' 
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The Avesta 


The Zoroastrian Bible 


The Book of Sacred Liturgy [Yasna] 
CHAPTER 9 

The story ofYima according to the spirit Haoma 


1. At the hour of Havani, Haoma came to Zarathushtra, as he served the sacred Fire, and sanctified 
its flame, while he sang aloud the Gathas. 

And Zarathushtra asked him: Who art thou, O honorable man, [thou] who art of all the incarnate 
world the most beautiful in Thine own body of those whom I have, seen, thou glorious immortal ? 


2. Thereupon gave Haoma answer, the holy one who driveth death afar: 

O Zarathushtra, I am Haoma, the holy and driving death afar; 
pray to me, O Spitama, prepare me for the taste. 

Praise me so that also the other Saoshyants (believers) may praise me. 

3. Thereupon spake Zarathushtra: Unto Haoma be the praise. 

What man, O Haoma, first prepared thee for the corporeal world? What award [blessing] was 
offered him? what gain did he acquire? 


4. Thereupon did Haoma answer me, he the holy one, and driving death afar: 

Vivanghvant was the first of men who prepared me for the incarnate world. This award was offered 
him; this gain did he acquire, that to him was born a son who was Yima, called the brilliant, (he of 
the many flocks, the most glorious of those yet born, the sunlike-one of men), that he made from his 
authority both herds and people free from dying, both plants and waters free from drought, and 
men could eat inexhaustible [supplies] food. 

5. In the reign ofYima was there neither cold nor heat, there was neither age nor death, nor envy 
demon-made. 

Like teenagers [of 15 years] walked the two forth, son and father, in their stature and their form, 
so long as Yima, son of Vivanghvant ruled, he of the many herds! 


6. Who was the second man, O Haoma, who prepared thee for the corporeal world? What award 
[santification] was offered him? what gain did he acquire? 

7. Thereupon gave Haoma answer, he the holy one, and driving death afar: 

Athwya was the second who prepared-me for the corporeal world. This award was given him, this 
gain did he acquire, that to him a son was bom, Thraetaona of the mighty tribe, 

8. Who smote the dragon Dahaka, three-jawed and triple-headed, six-eyed, with a thousand powers, 
and of mighty strength, a lie-demon of the Daevas, evil for our settlements, and wicked, whom the 
evil spirit Angra Mainyu made as the most mighty Druj [lie demon] against the corporeal world, 
and for the murder of our settlements, and to slay the homes of Asha! 
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9. Who was the third man, O Haoma, who prepared thee for the corporeal world? What award was 
given him? what gain did he acquire? 


10. Thereupon gave Haoma answer, the holy one, and driving death afar: 

Thrita, the most helpful of the Samids, was the third man who prepared me for the corporeal world. 
This award was given him, this gain did he acquire, that to him two son were born, Urvakhshaya 
and Keresaspa, the one a judge confirming order, the other a youth of great ascendant, curly-haired, 
bludgeon-bearing. 

11. He who smote the homy dragon swallowing men, and swallowing horses, poisonous, and green 
of color over which, as thick as thumbs are, greenish poison flowed aside, on whose back once 
Keresaspa cooked his meat in iron caldron at the noonday meal; and the deadly, scorched, 
upstarted, and springing off, dashed out the water as it boiled. Headlong fled affrighted manly- 
minded Keresaspa. 


12. Who was the fourth man who prepared thee, O Haoma, for the corporeal world? What 
blessedness was given him? what gain did he acquire? 

13. Thereupon gave Haoma answer, he the holy, and driving death afar: 

Pourushaspa was the fourth man who prepared me for the corporeal world. This blessedness was 
given him, this gain did he acquire, that thou, O Zarathushtra, wast born to him, the just, in 
Pourushaspa's house, the Daeva's foe, the friend of Mazda's lore, famed in Airyana Vaejah; 
and thou, O Zarathushtra, didst recite the first the Ahuna-vairya, four times intoning it, and with 
verses kept apart, each time with a louder arid louder voice... 
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The Book of Religious Acts 


The Denkird, or Denkard, is a ninth century book (of the Viking and pre-Crusades-era) all about 
Zoroastrianism, with many quotes from materials thousands of years older, including otherwise 
lost Avestan texts. It is the primary source of information on the religion of Zarathustra, other than 
theAvesta. Although not necessarily considered scripture, the Denkird is thought to be reliable. 


The Book of Religious Acts, Book 3 CHAPTER 227 
...And die testimony of the Mazdayasnian religion is as follows. 

When unto Jamshed were exhibited by Ohrmazd His commandments comprehending the 
established standards of all good virtues, 

the habits of refusing to hear Ohrmazd, caused by the association of demoniac influence among the 
creatures and the approval by man of the greatest acts of destruction disappeared. 

Thereafter the adherents of the Deity, Who is the Source of all goodness, as well as the obedient to 
the Faith, who had become illustrious by devotion to its precepts, were imposed upon by demon¬ 
worshippers with the intent that their pure nature should be corrupted, and that by the corruption of 
their pure nature a scope for dishonesty and blemish, which should deteriorate their morals, being 
generated, Jamshed could not be powerful in improving mankind and rendering them immortal. 


However, Jamshed, in order to destroy the deceitful influence from men, invited the demon-men 
and demons, and [offered] to the demons the following questions: 'Who created this world?' [and] 
'Who destroys it?' 

The demons clamored out their reply thus, 'We who are demons created it, and we destroy it.' 
Jamshed retorted unto the demons thus, 

'This I do not believe that it is possible for the evil-knowing (to create this world,) since they who 
are its destroyers, could not be the creators of the world. 

Both of these assertions are quite inconsistent. In other words, creative and destructive powers do 
not emanate from one source. By means of such religious declarations Jamshed annihilated the 
deceit of demons and restored mankind to immortal existence. 

It is manifest in the good religion that the pious people who conducted themselves in this world in 
conformity with the standard faith, and were of good habits, proved so on account of the primitive 
faith propagated by Jamshed, and on account of their connection with him; and that kings and 
satraps ruled by virtue of the Faith, and suppressed injury from among their subjects, and 
improved and civilized their countries by dint of that standard Faith, and yea refined them by the 
help of the just doctrines of the same primitive faith of Mazda-worship which inculcated devotion 
to the Deity. 

The supreme faith and the highest acts of righteousness, which are described in the religion by 
Zartosht of the adorable farohars, were made current in the world by poryotkesh kings from time to 
time; which kings, by dint of the Mazdayasnian-religion, reformed their peoples, earned on their 
sovereignty on good principles, and embellished the world, and exalted their subjects through 
virtuous practices, and linked them to the mighty power of the Frashegird, the blessed victor 
(Soshvant). 

This, too, is declared in the good religion that the source of demons had arrayed with deceits 
Zohak, the descendant of Taj, the diminisher of creations; 

hence the laws of Zohak deteriorated his own nature, worked for the immoral and blemished, and 
caused destruction by tyranny and apostasy, so that the habits of men were corrupted, the world 
distressed, and there was increase of mortality among the creatures... 


442 



NOTATIONS 


That Jamshed, the third king of the Peshdadian dynasty, was the first promoter of the 
Mazdayasnian revelation by the order of Ahnra Mazda, and the first promulgator of its doctrines 
and laws, is witnessed by the following passages from the 2nd book of the Laws [Vendidad]. 

"Zarathushtra asked Ahura Mazda: 'Who was the first man, excepting myself, Zarathushtra, with 
whom thou, Ahura Mazda didst confer on Thy religion ? To whom didst Thou teach the Faith that 
pertains to Ahura and to Zarathushtra? 

Ahura Mazda answered, 'O holy Zarathushtra; the fair Jamshed, of the good community, was the 
first man with whom Ahura Mazda conferred and to whom save to thee did I first interpret the 
Faith that pertains to Ahura to Zarathushtra.'" 


Also the reply to the question of the Datastan-i Denig deals with the importance of the sacred 
emblems sudre and kusti, 

"It is good to fasten the kusti [belt] for him who holds a religious position in this world, on the 
waist, that is on the third part or the highest third part of the body, 

for by means of the kusti, Jamshed the son of Vivangha, became most successful in conducting the 
world and acquitting his duties pertaining to this world, 

and he thereby kept back from mortals all sorts of fatal diseases, and bestowed on them freedom 
from old age and death, 

[with the] sacred girdle that [the] glorious king of the world directed men to wear on their waists, 
when men were gifted with that good badge of sanctity." 


A commentary about the 2nd chapter of the Vendidad states, 

"As long as Jamshed adhered to the good religion and was pious, 
he was both the teacher and disciple of that religion; 

[and] he endowed the bodies of men with the sacred token of the kusti [belt]. That Jamshed 
adhered to the good religion is manifest from the passage: 

'That he was pious is indicated from the words: 

Yimahe Vivanghanahe ashaono fravashim yazamaide. 


Firdausi, the epic poet of the Shah-namah, bears testimony to this fact of King Jamshed having 
introduced among his people the sacred investiture of the sudre and kusti, the chief emblems of 
Mazda-worship. 

"In the meanwhile, the [good] Sraosha came and said unto Jam, [Jamshed] 

'Do not procrastinate, yet glorify in all the world the holy divine Faith, 
and cast into dust demoniac practices, 

and put on the sudre, and fasten on thy waist the kusti, 
that nothing pernicious may come on you from the demons." 
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Also there are various references in the Persian literature and the Pahlavi writings of India that 
Jamshed possessed supernatural glory and received prophecies from the Deity from time to time, 
evidenced in these verses of the Shah-nameh. 

"Thus for a lapse of many years the Kayanian glory shone over the king, [Kayanian dynasty] 

the world was full of comfort and gratification, 

various prophetic messages from the Deity came unto him." 


The following couplet states the first declaration of king Jamshed on his ascension to the throne, 
which indicates his power and knowledge requisite for the advancement of the Mazdaycisnian 
religion and sovereignty. 

"He said: 

I am gifted with divine glory, 

I am a secular as well as a religious lord, 

I will cut short the hands of [the] people from evil, 
and I will guide the soul to the path of Heaven 


Zohak was descended from a pious man named Mardas whose lineage is traced from Taz and 
Tazak, one of the pairs begotten of Fravak, the son of Sivamak, who had settled in the plains of the 
Tazikan. 

The Tarikh-i-Tabari describes Zohak in the following passage: 

"The Arabs called him Zohak, and the Mogs say that he was Bivarasp. 

They say that this Bivarasp flourished in the time of the prophet Noah. 

This king was tyrannical and killed all the rulers of the world, 
and inclined mankind to idol-worship." 


With reference to this subject Firdousi says 

"Since Zohak ascended the throne as king a lapse of a thousand years passed over him, 
when the ways of the sages disappeared and demoniac propensity prevailed, 

[when] virtues were slighted and sorcery was esteemed, 

[and] truth became hidden and evil was paramount, 

rectitude was never talked of save in secrecy, 
yet the hands of demons were extended on vice." 
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The Book of Religious Acts, Book 5 
Writings about the Selam tribes 


CHAPTER 1 

...Before the advent of the holy Zartosht descendant of the devout Spitaman in what way had the 
preceding prophets been initiated into this religion? 

In this way. The messages brought by the angels, who revealed this pure good religion from time 
to time, had induced them to adopt the religion everywhere. An account of the thoughtful followers 
of religion, who had adopted this religion (is as under). 

The [very] first man to have faith in this religion was Gayomard; and after him Mashye, Siyamak, 
Hooshang, Takhmorap, Jamshed, Faridoon, Minoshchihr, Saman, and the Kayanian kings. 

Besides them there were many other leading men, who used to propagate the religion by 
expounding it to the people, and by the help of the same. (The religion used to ward off the 
calamities overhanging the people, and to rule the world in prosperity.) 


CHAPTER 2 

...And he was born of his father Pourushasp, a descendant of the Peshdadian King Jamshed, and of 
his mother Dukdaub... 


.. ..When the holy Zartosht after having thoroughly received his mission from Ohrmazd went to the 
Kayanian King Vishtasp for the purpose of winning over the people of the world to the belief in the 
religion, for the sake of their own happiness, he wrought many glorious deeds of smiting the evil 
spirits: and he enlightened the mind of Vishtasp by unfolding to him many of the sublime 
mysteries. 

And he brought his august person into unison with the good of the people of the created world; 
while with his own animated body he withstood the antagonism of the various sorcerers, devil- 
worshippers, devil-seekers, demoniacal impostors, and stubborn fighters. 


To him came all wise men versed in the prognostication of events from the twelve zodiacal signs, 
that is those who were called astrologers; they came with the evident desire of attaining to truth, 
sent by the rulers of Khwaniras [— Xwaniratha] to put to him certain questions. 

He convinced them by explanatory arguments, by making everything clear to them with logical 
evidence exoteric and esoteric, and by illustrating the same with similar tenets from the previous 
religion of king Jamshed. 

Moreover, Vohuman (the Amahraspand) connected with him, Ardwahisht, Adar, and other good 
Heavenly Yazads, becoming manifest, finally came to the court of King Vishtasp to testify to (the 
truth of) the religion of Ohrmazd, to instill into the minds of men the comprehension of it, to 
express their views about it, and to expound it. 


Further, debaters of the highest class, who entered into discussion with the prophet Zartosht, 
acknowledged him, from the way in which he confuted their contradictory arguments, to be a 
possessor of transcendent qualities and a giver of wonderfully excellent judgments. 

In the same way the holy Zartosht, by means of his glorious deeds came safely out from all 
conflicts. 

In him were manifest all the traits and characteristics of the prophets and of the glorious 
messengers (the Yazads). 

And owing to this supreme testimony and evidence, the people acknowledged him to be the 
prophet of God. 
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CHAPTER 4 


Fravak, and his descendant Hooshang 


Moreover, it was mentioned by the holy Zartosht that when the evil of the blemish-giver Ahriman 
got mingled with the good creation, the progeny of Fravak, one of the sons of Siyamak, turned out 
preeminent, highly intellectual, good-natured, affectionate, faithful, deserving of good 
consideration, honestly acting, charitable, truthful, prosperous, enjoying the good friendship of 
God, endowed with other good qualities, working on the same lines as the renowned Fravak, and 
like him devoted to the good religion. 

The races of other countries are not endowed with such goodness and glory, but are of unclean 
origin. They belong to the adverse creation which, owing to its absorbing the various blemishes of 
the evil spirits, is regarded as being not of a high order but of the order of pernicious things. 

Among the sons of Fravak, Hooshang, of good essence, had become a ruler of the world by means 
of his superior excellence. 

And he was the giver of happiness and of the means of subsistence to the people of the world. 

And among his descendants those that attained to good fortune and renown were of kingly descent 
and of auspicious [good] royal birth. * 

* It is for this reason that the holy Zartosht has commemorated in the sacred text the holy souls of 
Gayomard, Hooshang, Tehmurasp, Jamshed, Faridoon, Erach, Minochehr, Kay Kobad, Kay Kaus, 
Kay Syavaksh, Kay Khosraw, Kay Loharasp, Kay Vishtasp, 
and other kings of the Kayanian dynasty, 

and of Iranian warriors, 

and of worthy Dasturs and Mobeds. 


Men of the glorious and good race had from time to time acquired, by their wisdom, greatness 
among the people, and had kept up their connection with sovereignty, and had suppressed the 
descendants of Tur, the people of the bad territories. 

To mention in detail, they were Tehmurasp, Jamshed, Athavian, Faridoon, 

and the ancestors of the succeeding Iranian Kings, from the progeny of Erach, Manush Arvar, and 
Minochehr, down to the present exalted and glorious King Anoshehrawan , and other kings. 

All the wise kings of the royal dynasty to which belong the Kayanian kings should be regarded as 
the protectors of their subjects; because it was only in the illustrious scions of this dynasty that the 
Divine glory and the radiant Nairyosangh had their abode, and consequently their connection with 
the glory of God was manifest in them. 
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The Book of Religious Acts, Book 7 
Marvels of Zoroastrianism 


CHAPTER 1. Kings that were early followers of ancient Persian religion 

4. ...According to the Mazda-worshipping religion and the Exposition of the Good Religion, it is 
the nature of Ohrmazd's disposition and his knowledge as to the complete obtainment of the first 
creature, the archangel Vohuman, and the first progress spiritually among the archangels and the 
other sacred beings of the spiritual and worldly existences, and materially in Gayomard, the first 
man, through concurrent and complete acceptance from the creator Ohrmazd, and the needful 
atonement in his own period through meditation, and the smiting thereby of the fiend of that period 
and the opposition thereof, by thinking of the creator's teaching, that constitute the whole of that 
first utterance of the religion of Ohrmazd. 

5. According to the declaration of the good religion about the production of existence, which is the 
praise of him who was the causer of existence and creator, the beneficent spirit, the first craving 
among mankind was this, that 'we be happy and be the creation of Ohrmazd;' and the last, as 
regards the preservation of a remedy for mankind, is this, that 'the best is this, that the formation of 
lives be perfect now, though rendered sickly by him; and the spiritual existences of mankind be so 
now, though the destroyer has come to the creatures.' 

6. For human beings of the lineage of Gayomard this is the one thing good, when they shall 
perform their duty and good works; and one's work is to smite one's own opposing fiend; an 
instance presentable to any of the lineage, that it is important for every one of you to smite his own 
opposing fiend, is the freedom from molestation which occurs thereby, and the non-contamination 
of the creatures by the destroyer; and it is that effect which the creator of creation has produced for 
it. 

7. And this, too, is declared by the good religion, that through a true-spoken statement Gayomard 
attained to the good spiritual lordship of the archangels (that is, he was fit for the supreme heaven). 

8. And after Gayomard, at various periods until the ever-favoring Zartosht of the Spitamas, whose 
guardian spirit is reverenced; much also was his acquaintance with knowledge, and his work was 
the preservation of the mankind of that time in which he came into notice; moreover be became 
requisite for conference with the creator; and because of their superior carrying on of destiny, by 
command of the creator, it is declared in the good religion, that the combined titles of prophet 
(vakhshvar), acceptor, and promoter are enumerated of them. 

9. As Gayomard passed away, it came to Mashye and Mashyane, the second of worldly beings who 
were the progeny of Gayomard the first; and it is declared, by the word of Ohrmazd, that he spoke 
to them, when they had been produced by him, thus: 'You are the men I produce, you are the 
parents of the parents of all embodied existence; and so do you men not worship the demons, for 
the possession of complete mindfulness is the best thing produced by me for you, so that you may 
fully observe duty and ordinances with complete mindfulness.' 

10. And the bountifulness of Ohrmazd was extolled by them, and they went on with their own duty; 
they also performed the will of the creator, enjoyed the advantage of the many duties of the world, 
and practiced next-of-kin marriage for procreation, union, and the complete progress of the 
creations in the world, which are the best good works of mankind. 

11. The creator showed them the sowing of com, as declared in the words of Ohrmazd thus: 'This is 
thine, O Mashye! which is an ox; thine, too, is this com; and thine those other appliances; 
henceforth thou shouldst know them well.' 


447 



12. This, too, is declared by the good religion, that Ohrmazd spoke to Hadish, one of the sacred 
beings thoroughly worthy through righteousness, thus: 'O Hadish, who art thoroughly worthy 
through righteousness! thou shouldst proceed to Mashye and Mashyane, thou shouldst procure thy 
com and bread from Mashye and Mashyane, and shouldst bless theirs thus: ''This corn comes up 
owing to you, and, as it came unto you from Ohrmazd and the archangels, may the corn extend 
from you unto your descendants without disturbance from the. demons;" and two Ahunwars are to 
be recited for the staying away of the demon and fiend.' 

13. And Hadish, the thoroughly worthy through righteousness, went to Mashye and Mashyane, and 
he procured his com and bread from Mashye and Mashyane, and it was given by them; he also 
blessed them thus: 'May this corn come up from you, as from the archangels! as it came unto you 
from Ohrmazd and the archangels, may it extend from you unto your descendants, without 
disturbance from the demons;' and two Ahunwars were recited by him, for the staying away of the 
demon and fiend. 

14. And, owing to the explanation of the sacred beings, Mashye and Mashyane attained also to the 
manufacture of clothing, the tending of sheep, house-building, and primitive carpentry, the 
agriculture and husbandry of the ancients, and the memory of their original state; and these 
proceeded from them through their lineage, presenting an example and spreading in the world, to 
artificers among the plenitude of artificers. 

15. And after that, the destiny to be carried on came to Samak, who was their son, and the descent 
of their collateral descendants was on to each region and each quarter of the world, to that extent 
which the creator chose for that region and quarter; and thereby there was a completion of the 
progress and spreading of mankind into the various regions and quarters. 

16. At another time it came to Vaegered and Hooshang of the early law, for providing in the world 
the law of husbandry, or cultivation of the world, and of sovereignty or protection of the world. 

17. And through their companionship and united force, given by religion, the sovereignty and 
cultivation of the world were prepared through progress and a succession of provisions of 
Ohrmazd's creatures, as well as the religion appointed by Ohrmazd. 

18. And through that glory of destiny two-thirds of the demons of Mazano and the seven evil- 
instructed ones of Aeshm were destroyed by Hooshang. 

19. After that it came to Takhmorup the well-armed, and through that glory the demon and evil 
mankind, the wizard and witch, were smitten by him; idolatry was also cast out by him, and he 
propagated in his time the reverence and service of the creator; the evil spirit, converted into the 
shape of a horse, was also carrying him for thirty winters. 

20. And it came, at another time, for the conference with Ohrmazd, to Yim the splendid, the son of 
Vivangha; and owing to his accepting the four classes of the religion, which are priesthood, 
warriorship, husbandry, and artisanship, there are the four classes which are priesthood, 
warriorship, husbandly, and artisanship, and thereby the world was improved, extended, and 
developed; he also rendered even the creatures, in a measure, immortal, undecaying, hungerless, 
thirstless, plentiful, and fully-settled. 

21. And in the good religion it is declared, by the word of the creator Ohrmazd to Yim, thus: 'Then 
do thou widen my world! (that is, make up its measure more), then do thou extend my world! (that 
is, make it up larger), and then thou shouldst accept from me the protection, nourishment, and 
chieftainship of the world; and do thou effect such watchfulness over it, that no one shall be able to 
occasion the wounding or injury of another.' 

22. And this was accepted and done by Yim, as Ohrmazd commanded him; and through the same 
glory he widened the earth three-thirds larger than that which it was theretofore. 

23. And, in that realm of his, the cattle and men of the realm were made immortal by him, and the 
other creations, water, vegetation, and the various foods, imperishable. 

24. And this, too, is declared by the good religion, that the world was made by him like the 
supreme heaven in pleasantness; also the enclosure made by Yim, constructed by him according to 
all the commands of the creator, about guarding the creatures from perishing through the winter of 
Mahrkus, and likewise many other wonders are reported by the good religion. 
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25. And it came, at another time, by command of the creator, to Faridoon the Aspigan when he was 
in the pregnant womb, owing to the share of husbandry in the avocations of the religion, through 
allotment from the glory of Yim, and through its triumphant splendor. 

26. And Faridoon, through that triumphant splendor, became a responder to Zohak from the 
pregnant womb, and that degraded fiend was averted and paralyzed by him; having come to nine 
years of age, he proceeded about his destruction, and through that victory Zohak was smitten by 
him, the creatures were saved and relieved thereby, those of Mazandar and Mada were smitten, 
their ravage and mischief were removed from the region of Khvaniras, and the region of Khvaniras 
was preserved for his three sons. 

27. And owing to his husbandry, which in the third avocation of the religion, pestilence and disease 
were disturbed by the medical treatment even of pestilence itself, and he exhibited to mankind also 
many other wonders produced and useful occupation for the world. 

28. And, in the lifetime of Faridoon, the same destiny came to Airik, son of Faridoon, owing to 
introduction by the creator, and was diffused in him, and he practiced humility; the life which is 
perfect is brought through a prayer from his father Faridoon, and that life came to him from the 
creator through the blessing of Faridoon. 

29. And it came, through his mother, to a descendant of Faridoon and descendant of Airik; it 
proceeded with the angel Neryosang to Manuschihar, and its entire progress was in the lineage of 
Airik. 

30. And it came to Manuschihar, the monarch of Iran, and through it many wonder-wrought actions 
were performed by him; he smote Salm and Tuj in revenge for Airik, he was a responder to the 
superfluities of foreign countries, he arranged the realm of Iran, improved and fertilized the land of 
Iran, and made the country of Iran victorious over foreigners. 

31. At another time it came to Auzobo, son of Tumasp, a descendant of Manuschihar the monarch 
of Iran; and, through that destiny and glory combined, the new-born came to mature activity and 
the proportions of a man during childhood, through agriculture; he disclosed his lamenting mother 
to the countries of Iran, he marched on to the destruction of foreigners, to drive out and make them 
outcast from the land of Iran; he also defeated the village-terrifier of the country of Iran, the wizard 
who frightened his father and fellow-immortals, Frangrasiyak of Tur; and he developed and 
fertilized the country of Iran, and increased the many streams and cultivated lands in the country of 
Iran. 

32. At another time it came to Keresaspo the Saman, owing to the share of warriorship which is the 
second avocation of the religion, through allotment from the glory of Yim; and, through it, the 
serpent Srobovar which was swallowing horses and swallowing men, the golden-heeled demon 
Gandarepo, and much other production of adversity by the demon and the fiend-the murderess of 
the creatures - were destroyed by him. 

33. At another time it came to Kay Kobad, the progenitor of the Kayans; through it he arranged the 
realm of Iran, he united the sovereignty with himself in the Kayan race, and he thereby occasioned 
much splendor and actions of advantage to the creatures. 

34. And it came to Patakhsrobo, son of Airyefshva, son of Taz, who was king of the Arabs, through 
the mindfulness of the archangel Ardwahisht, and his inquiry about it from its own tribe, for the 
demon of greediness, with one similarly destined, had rushed for the destruction of him who was 
very gentle to that tribe, as he had a full inclination for the ascendancy of the portion whose 
guidance to the lofty priestly master was owing to the archangel Ardwahisht, just as the fish image 
of that other portion was for falling into the river; and it is declared that he came to the ceremonial 
of Zartosht. 
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35. At another time it came to Kay Arsh and his brothers, the descendants of Kobad; through it they 
have been all-experienced and powerful, heedful and performing wonders; and the eldest brother of 
them, Kay Us, seized upon the sovereignty of the seven regions, and became very illustrious and 
full of glory. 

36. At the same time it came to Aoshnar who became fully sagaciou, owing to the glory of Yim, 
when he was in his mother's womb, and many wonders were taught by him to his mother, through 
speaking from the mother's womb; also at his birth he vanquished the maleficent spirit by uttering 
answers to the questions of the deadly Frakih the demon-worshipper. 

37. He also attained to the chancellorship of Kay Us, and became administrator in his realm of the 
seven regions; the frontier speech was also explained and taught by him, and much other learning 
of advantage to mankind who are unaffected by the utterance of replies of a foreigner; he also 
advised the Iranian country with the best-instructed counsel. 

38. And its coming to Kay Siyavakhsh the illustrious, through the wondrous-formed Kangdez being 
held by him for the retention of protection for the much splendor and suitable glory of the religion, 
from which the restoration of time, the rearrangement of the realm of Iran, and the reunion of 
power and triumph with the religion of Ohrmazd are manifest. 

39. It came to Kay Khosraw, son of Siyavakhsh, and through it he smote and vanquished 
Frangrasiyak of Tur, the wizard, and his fellow-miscreation Kersevazd of those of Vakgir, and 
many other very evil devastators of the world; he also joined in the destruction of that idol-temple 
which was on the shore of Lake Chechast, and demolished that fiendishness which was awful. 

40. On account of the desirableness of means for the renovation of the universe, he is also on a 
throne, which is assuredly selected by that destiny, at a secret place where there is an immortal 
preserver for his body until the renovation, through the will of the creator. 

41. And it came from him, after Zartosht of the Spitamas came to the conference of the creator 
Ohrmazd, and accepted from the omniscient creator Ohrmazd unmixed freedom from pollution, the 
comprehensive and also recited acquaintance with the knowledge and work of priesthood, 
warriorship, husbandry, and artisanship, and the separate portions of the Mazda-worshipping 
revelation brought to king Kay Vishtasp by command of the creator, illuminated by the great 
splendor in that supreme sovereign of the sacred beings, and propagated by the learned of the 
region, in the regions which are seven, through the good eloquence which is owing to the 
succession of creatures until the renovation of the universe. 

42. And through its production by those who will be his sons, Aushedar, Aushedar-mah, and 
Soshyant, the renovation in the existence of the creatures of Ohrmazd is immortal; and a more 
remindful statement of its splendor, glory, and marvellousness is a statement that is written and 
found below. 

43. And there have also been others before Zartosht, the prophet of desired fame in the Mazda- 
worshipping religion; for it is declared that, at times, some came from the spiritual beings to him 
who was more of a leader, and mankind have become as captivated by the solicitation and 
interrogation of that affair, as now by the solicitation and interrogation of the religion; the necessity 
for that period is not now necessary, because all mankind are made acquainted with the religion, 
and Zartosht of the Spitamas, whose guardian spirit is righteous, is to be reverenced... 
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The Book of Religious Acts, Book 7 
Marvels of Zoroastrianism 


CHAPTER 2. The Parentage of Zartosht 


14. ...One marvel is this which is declared, that the creator Ohrmazd passed on the guardian spirit 
of Zartosht, to the parents of Zartosht, through Horn, by a marvel produced by cultivation. 

15. Again, too, revelation says that, when the separation of the third millennium occurred, at the 
end of the ,000 years of spiritual existence without a destroyer, (after the creatures were in 
spiritual existence, and before the arrival of the fiend), then the archangels framed Zartosht 
together, and they seated the guardian spirit within, having a mouth, having a tongue, and the 
proclaimer of the celestial mansions. 


16. Then the three millenniums of Zartosht were the number manifest to them through observation 
by the eye, and it seemed that he became just like an archangel through bodily contact with the 
archangels. 

17. And when the separation of the third millennium occurred, after the framing of Zartosht 
together, and before the conveying of Zartosht down to the worldly state, at the end of the ,000 
years of worldly existence with a destroyer, then Ohrmazd argued with Vohuman and Ardwahisht 
thus: 'Is his mother beheld by you, so that we may produce Zartosht?' 


18. And Ardwahisht spoke in reply thus: 'Thou art aware even of that, O propitious one! about the 
Zartosht we shall produce, and thou and we have produced, thou knowest, O Ohrmazd! and to us 
who are the other archangels do thou announce the place, because its appearance thou knowest, 
thou propitious spirit Ohrmazd!' 


19. Then Ohrmazd argued with Vohuman and the reminding by Ardawahisht, Shahrewar, 
Spandarmad, Hordad, and Amurdad, saying: 'The conveying of Zartosht down does not seem to be 
for me, because, having a mouth and having a tongue, he will be a proclaimer to the world of 
embodied beings. 

20. If we convey Zartosht down on to the world of embodied beings, having a mouth and having a 
tongue, as a proclaimer of the celestial mansion, this is evident: they will say, concerning the origin 
of him who is my righteous man, that we frame him together with the water, with the land, with the 
plants, and with the animals. 

21. Therefore we will carry off there, to the village of Pourushasp, him whom they will call 
Zartosht of good lineage of both natures, both of Neryosang who is of the archangels, and of Yim 
who is of mankind...' 
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70. ...Here is an enumeration of the worthy lineage of Zartosht. 

Zartosht was son of Pourashasp, 

son of Padiragtaraspo, 

ofUrugadhasp, 

of Haekadaspo, 

of Kikhshnus, 

of Paetrasp, 

of Aregadharsn, 

of Hardhar, 

of Spitam, 

of Vaedist, 

of Nayazem, 

of Airik, 

of Durasrobo, 

of Manuschihar monarch of Iran, 
of Manus-khurnar, 

of Manus-khurnak whom Neroksang implanted in Vizak, 

daughter of Airyak, 
son of Thritak, 
of Bitak, 
of Frazusak, 
of Zusak, 
of Fraguzak, 
of Guzak, 
daughter of Airik, 

son of Faridoon monarch of Khvaniras, 
son of Pur-tora the Aspigan, 
ofNevak-tora the Aspigan, 
of Sog-tora the Aspigan, 
of Bor-tora the Aspigan, 
of Kardar-tora the Aspigan, 
of Siyah-tora the Aspigan, 
of Speto-tora the Aspigan, 
of Gefar-tora the Aspigan, 
of Ramak-tora the Aspigan, 
of Vano-fravisn the Aspigan, 

of Yim monarch of the seven regions, 
son of Vivangha, 
of Ayanghad, 
of Ananghad, 

son of Hooshang the Peshdadian monarch of the seven regions, 

son of Fravak, 
of Siyamak, 
of Mashye, 

of Gayomard the first man... 
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The Book of Creation 

The Bundahishn 


CHAPTER 2. 


On the formation of the luminaries. 


1. Ohrmazd produced illumination between the sky and the earth, the constellation stars and those 
also not of the constellations, then the moon, and afterwards the sun, as I shall relate. 


2. First he produced the celestial sphere, and the constellation stars are assigned to it by him; 
especially these twelve whose names are 


Varak (the Lamb), 

Tora (the Bull), 

Do-patkar (the Two-figures or Gemini), 

Kalachang (the Crab), [Egyptian: The Scarab Beetle] 

Sher (the Lion), 

Khushak (Virgo), 

Tarazhuk (the Balance), 

Gazdum (the Scorpion), [Egyptian: The Crocodile] 

Nimasp (the Centaur or Sagittarius), 

Vahik (Capricorn), 

Dul (the Water-pot), 
and Mahik (the Fish); 


3. which, from 
astronomers... 


their original creation, were divided into the twenty-eight subdivisions of the 
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Selections ofZadspram 


CHAPTER 12. Two older legends of Spandarmad and of the hero Srito 

1. About the coming of the religion at a given time being a resemblance such-like as the birth of a 
child through two united powers, which are the reception of semen by females in procreation, and 
delivering it back to the fathers, and a period of struggling and intermingling, especially by two 
means: a monarchy with religion of the same tenets, and the existence of similar tenets to those of 
the monarchy in the custom of the religion. 

2. The religion of the Mazda-worshippers, when the period of material organization is being 
converted again into a spiritual nature, became manifest on the earth, first through Spandarmad and 
afterwards through Ohrmazd, like the reception of a child by mothers and delivering it back to the 
fathers. 

3. The manifestation of the religion through Spandarmad was at that time when Frasiyav kept back 
the water from the country of Iran, and brought the water again; in damsel form she was a speaker 
for its manifestation, in reply to foreigners, at the house of Manuschihar, the monarch of the 
country of Iran. 

4. She was also dressed, and wore radiant clothing which shone out on all sides for the length of a 
Hasar, which is a distance, like a Parasang; and, tied on her waist, she wore a golden sacred girdle 
[kusti] which was the religion of the Mazda-worshippers itself. 

5. As to the belt of the religion, it is that to which are connected the thirty-three fetters upon the 
thirty-three sins, according to which all sin is divided; so that the damsels, by whom the tied sacred 
girdle [kusti] of Spandarmad was seen, have become impetuous after that for a tied girdle [kusti], 
on account of its seeming beautiful. 

6. And this was the motherhood which is supplied through Spandarmad, as a gift, in the year 528 
before Zartosht came out to his conference, which is one of their statements from the annals of the 
religion in a manuscript of the ancients. 

7. The name of Zartosht is also cited on the earth at 300 years before his conference. 

8. For Iran, at the supplication even of the priests in the land, and for the sake of the pacification of 
a dispute arisen, Ohrmazd produced a great ox, by whom the boundary of Iran next to Turan was 
intimated by pawing with his hoofs, and he was kept in a jungle. 

9. Whenever contention arose, the boundary was fully made known by that ox, until it was the wish 
of Kay Us to take, fully covetously, a portion of the land of Turan back into Iran, and he saw that 
the ox is about to act very ill-naturedly, because it was not besought with forms which were 
prescribed for it, where a boundary was intimated by it. 

10. There were seven brothers, and he who was the seventh was called Srito the Seventh, the 
largest in body and chief in strength, belonging to those instructed in many subjects for Kay Us, 
and he was among his princes. 

11. Kay Us summoned him into his presence and ordered him thus: 'Go and kill that ox in the 
jungle!' 

12. Srito went, and the ox whom he wished to kill expostulated with him, in human words, thus: 
'Do not kill me! for though thou canst kill me, he whose guardian spirit is in the Haoma, the death- 
dispeller, will also become manifest on the earth, he whose name is Zartosht of the Spitamas, and 
will proclaim thy bad action in the world. 

13. And the distress in thy soul becomes such as is declared in revelation thus: "As it occurs to him, 
so it does to Vadak, when they mention his iniquity," and thy death becomes the like and, owing to 
death, it is mixed up with hers (that is, owing even to hers is the death of Srito).' 

14. When those words were heard by him, Srito turned back, and went again to Kay Us; also by his 
manner, and even apart from this, he stated what the ox had spoken with awfulness, and also thus: 
'I am more desirous than any one who is in the earth created by righteousness, that you should now 
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order destruction for the ox.' 


15. And Kay Us uttered his will, with the conviction of superior wisdom, thus: 'It is not certain 
whether he whose guardian spirit is in the Haoma, the death-dispeller, is himself, or not; and if he 
be, and be bom, whether he will become manifest, or not;' and he commanded with severity, thus: 
'Go and kill it!' 

16. And Srito spoke thus: 'It is not that I am without strength to kill, because its reprieval by me 
was owing to its remonstrance, mentioned to me, that a high-priest is to arise.' 

17. So it is declared thus, in another revelation, when the Turanians were backward in heart, Kay 
Us spoke thus: 'Go out to a certain jungle, in which dwell many chiefs of the witches, and they will 
cut thee up without any striving of heart.' 

18. And Srito went up to the jungle, where many witches saw him, who kept their jaws open, and 
they spoke about the handsome man thus: 'Slay and do not spare!' 

19. And compassion having gone out of his heart, he went back to the other jungle and, with his 
fist, he broke the back of the ox in three places; and the ox, awfully convulsed, kept up an outcry. 

20. After the slaughter of the ox, owing to its convulsed state which was heard by him, the 
remembrance of it then became grievous to Srito; and he went back to Kay Us, and informed him 
how it was, and begged him that he should finish off by slaying him, because his life was not 
desirable. 

21. Kay Us spoke thus: 'Shall I slay thee, for it was not designed by thee?' 

22. And Srito spoke thus: 'If thou wilt not slay me, then I shall slay thee.' 

23. Again Kay Us spoke thus: 'Do not thou slay me, for I am the monarch of the world.' 

24. Srito continued his discontent, until Kay Us ordered him thus: 'Go out to a certain jungle, 
because a witch in the shape of a dog is in it, and she will slay thee.' 

25. Then Srito went out to that jungle, and that witch in the shape of a dog was seen by him; after 
he smote the witch, she became two; and he constantly smote them till they became a thousand, 
and the host (girdo) of them slew Srito on the spot. 
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Selections of Zadspram 
CHAPTER 13 


5. ...About the [descending] connection of Zartosht with Ohrmazd, 
through the two who are Yim (Jamshed), the best of the worldly existences, 
and Neryosang of the [heavenly] spirits. 


6. The enumeration of the lineage of Zartosht is 

Zartosht, son of Poumshasp, 

of Purtaraspo, 

of Aurvadasp, 

of Haecadaspo, 

of Chikhshnush, 

of Paitiraspo, 

of Arejadarshi, 

of Kharedhar, 

of Spitaman, 

of Vaedishto, 
of Ayazem, 
of Frish, 
of Arij, 
of Durasrobo, 
of Manuschihar, 
of Manus-khurnar, 

of Manus-khurnak, 

whom Neryosang the messenger of Ohrmazd brought, 

and whose mother was Vizag, 

daughter of Aryag, 

of Sritak, 

of Bitak, 

of Frazushak, 

of Zushak, 

of Fraguzag, 

of Guzag, 

daughter of Airik, 

son of Faridoon of the Aspigans to the total of ten Aspigans, 
ofYim (Jamshed), 
of the Vivanghas, 
of the Ayanghas, 
of the Ananghas, 

of Hooshang, 
of Fravak, 
of Siyamak, 
of Mashye, 
of Gayomard... 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-35 


Otherwise named 

The First Book of the Kings of Israel 

The life of the prophet Samuel, and the kings Saul and David, circa 1050 BC. 


1 . 


1ST SAMUEL 1-2 


1 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was 
Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite: 


2 And he had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah: 
and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. 


2 . 

3 And this man went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts 
in Shiloh. 

And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the LORD, were there. 

3. 

4 And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons 
and her daughters, portions: 

5 But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but the LORD had shut up 
her womb. 

4. 

6 And her adversary also provoked her sore, for to make her fret, 
her womb. 

7 And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the house 
her; therefore she wept, and did not eat. 

5. 

8 Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? 
and why is thy heart grieved? am not I better to thee than ten sons? 

9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. 


because the LORD had shut up 
of the LORD, so she provoked 


6 . 

Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of the LORD. 

10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore. 

7. 

11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of 
thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine 
handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall 
no razor come upon his head. 

12 And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the LORD, that Eli marked her mouth. 


8 . 

13 Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: 
therefore Eli thought she had been drunken. 

14 And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. 
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9. 

15 And Hannah answered and said. No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have 
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the LORD. 

16 Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of my complaint 
and grief have I spoken hitherto. 


10 . 

17 Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that 
thou hast asked of him. 

18 And she said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight. So the woman went her way, and did 
eat, and her countenance was no more sad. 


11 . 

19 And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the LORD, and returned, and 
came to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the LORD remembered 
her. 

20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, that 
she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the LORD. 

12 . 

21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer unto the LORD the yearly sacrifice, 
and his vow. 

22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her husband, I will not go lip until the child be 
weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD, and there abide for ever. 

13. 

23 And Elkanah her husband said unto her. Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou have 
weaned him; only the LORD establish his word. 

So the woman abode, and gave her son suck until she weaned him. 

14. 

24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah 
of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the LORD in Shiloh: and the child 
was young. 

25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli. 

15. 

26 And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, 
praying unto the LORD. 

27 For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of him: 

28 Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD. 
And he worshipped the LORD there. 


16. 

1 And Hannah prayed, and said, 

My heart rejoiceth in the LORD, mine horn is exalted in the LORD: 
my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation. 


1ST SAMUEL 2 


17. 

2 There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside thee: neither is there any rock like our 
God. 

3 Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the LORD 
is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. 


18. 

4 The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled are girded with strength. 

5 They that were full have hired out themselves for bread; and they that were hungry ceased: so 
that the barren hath born seven; and she that hath many children is waxed feeble. 
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19. 

6 The LORD killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

7 The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth up. 

20 . 

8 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them 
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the 
LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them. 

9 He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by strength 
shall no man prevail. 


21 . 

10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon 
them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and 
exalt the horn of his anointed. 

11 And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child did minister unto the LORD before 
Eli the priest. 


22 . 

12 Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not the LORD. 

13 And the priests' custom with the people was, that, when any man offered sacrifice, the priest's 
servant came, while the flesh was in seething, with a fleshhook of three teeth in his hand; 

14 And he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the fleshhook brought up the 
priest took for himself. 


23. 

So they did in Shiloh unto all the Israelites that came thither. 

15 Also before they burnt the fat, the priest's servant came, and said to the man that sacrificed, 
Give flesh to roast for the priest; for he will not have sodden flesh of thee, but raw. 

24. 

16 And if any man said unto him, Let them not fail to burn the fat presently, and then take as 
much as thy soul desireth; then he would answer him. Nay, but thou shalt give it me now: and if 
not, I will take it by force. 

17 Wherefore the sin of the young men was very great before the LORD: for men abhorred the 
offering of the LORD. 


25. 

18 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, being a child, girded with a linen ephod. 

19 Moreover his mother made him a little coat, and brought it to him from year to year, when she 
came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 

26. 

20 And Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said, The LORD give thee seed of this woman for 
the loan which is lent to the LORD. And they went unto their own home. 

21 And the LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived, and bare three sons and two daughters. 
And the child Samuel grew before the LORD. 


27. 

22 Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto all Israel; and how they lay with the 
women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

23 And he said unto them, Why do ye such things? for I hear of your evil dealings by all this 
people. 


28. 

24 Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I hear: ye make the LORD'S people to transgress. 

25 If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge him: but if a man sin against the LORD, 
who shall intreat for him? 
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30. 

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the LORD would slay 
them. 

26 And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also with men. 

31. 

27 And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Did I plainly 
appear unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's house? 

28 And did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine altar, to 
bum incense, to wear an ephod before me? and did I give unto the house of thy father all the 
offerings made by fire of the children of Israel? 


32. 

29 Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have commanded in my 
habitation; 

and honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of 
Israel my people? 


32. 

30 Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy 
father, should walk before me for ever: 

but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me; 

for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 

33. 

31 Behold, the days come, that I will cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy father's house, that 
there shall not be an old man in thine house. 

32 And thou shalt see an enemy in my habitation, in all the wealth which God shall give Israel: 
and there shall not be an old man in thine house for ever. 

34. 

33 And the man of thine, whom I shall not cut off from mine altar, shall be to consume thine 
eyes, and to grieve thine heart: and all the increase of thine house shall die in the flower of their 
age. 

34 And this shall be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon thy two sons, on Hophni and 
Phinehas; in one day they shall die both of them. 


35. 

35 And I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do according to that which is in mine heart 
and in my mind: and I will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before mine anointed for ever. 

36 And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left in thine house shall come and crouch to 
him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread, and shall say, 

Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priests' offices, that I may eat a piece of bread. 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER TWO 
Divisions 36-60 


1ST SAMUEL 3-4 


36. 

1 And die child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. 

And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision. 


37. 

2 And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to 
wax dim, that he could not see; 

3 And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was, and 
Samuel was laid down to sleep', 


38. 

4 That the LORD called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. 

39. 

5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. 

And he said, I called not; lie down again. 

And he went and lay down. 


40. 

6 And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. 

And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. 

And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again. 

41. 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the LORD yet revealed unto 
him. 


42. 

8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. 

And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. 

43. 

And Eli perceived that the LORD had called the child. 

9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, 
Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

44. 

10 And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel 
answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth. 

11 And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of 
every one that heareth it shall tingle. 


45. 

12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: 
when I begin, I will also make an end. 

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; 
because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 

46. 

14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be 
purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever. 
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47 . 

15 And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And 
Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision. 


48. 

16 Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. 

And he answered, Elere am I. 

17 And he said. What is the thing that the LORD hath said unto thee? 

I pray thee hide it not from me: God do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide any thing from me 
of all the things that he said unto thee. 


49. 

18 And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him. 

And he said, It is the LORD: let him do what seemeth him good. 

19 And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and did let none of his words fall to the 
ground. 


50. 

20 And all Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet 
of the LORD. 

21 And the LORD appeared again in Shiloh: for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh 
by the word of the LORD. 


51. 

1 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. 


1ST SAMUEL 4 


Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and pitched beside Eben-ezer: and the 
Philistines pitched in Aphek. 

2 And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel 
was smitten before the Philistines: and they slew of the army in the field about four thousand men. 

52. 

3 And when the people were come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the 
LORD smitten us to day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand of our 
enemies. 


53. 

4 So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from thence the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD of hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubims: and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 

5 And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel shouted with a 
great shout, so that the earth rang again. 


54. 

6 And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, What meaneth the noise of this 
great shout in the camp of the Hebrews? 

And they understood that the ark of the LORD was come into the camp. 

55. 

7 And the Philistines were afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. 

And they said. Woe unto us! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. 
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56. 

8 Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? 
these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. 

57. 

9 Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, 

that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they have been to you: 

quit yourselves like men, and fight. 


58. 

10 And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they fled every man into his tent: and 
there was a very great slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. 

11 And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. 

59. 

12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the anny, and came to Shiloh the same day with his 
clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. 

13 And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside watching: for his heart trembled for 
the ark of God. 


60. 

And when the man came into the city, and told it, all the city cried out. 

14 And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, What meaneth the noise of this tumult? 
And the man came in hastily, and told Eli. 


61. 

15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were dim, that he could not see. 

16 And the man said unto Eli, I am he that came out of the army, and I fled to day out of the 
army. 


62. 

And he said, What is there done, my son? 

17 And the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled before the Philistines, and there hath been 
also a great slaughter among the people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and 
the ark of God is taken. 


63. 

18 And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, that he fell from off the seat 
backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was an old man, and 
heavy. 

And he had judged Israel forty years. 


64. 

19 And his daughter in law, Phinehas' wife, was with child, near to be delivered: and when she 
heard the tidings that the ark of God was taken, and that her father in law and her husband were 
dead, she bowed herself and travailed; for her pains came upon her. 

20 And about the time of her death the women that stood by her said unto her, Fear not; for thou 
hast bom a son. 


65. 

But she answered not, neither did she regard it. 

21 And she named the child I-chabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel: because the ark 
of God was taken, and because of her father in law and her husband. 

22 And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of God is taken. 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER THREE 
Divisions 66-100 


66 . 


1ST SAMUEL 5-7 


1 And die Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it from Eben-ezer unto Ashdod. 

2 When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it into the house of Dagon, and set it by 
Dagon. 


67. 

3 And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face 
to the earth before the ark of the LORD. 

And they took Dagon, and set him in his place again. 

68 . 

4 And when they arose early on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to 
the ground before the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands 
were cut off upon the threshold; only the stump p/"Dagon was left to him. 

69. 

5 Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon's house, tread on the 
threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. 

6 But the hand of the LORD was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote 
them with emerods, even Ashdod and the coasts thereof. 

70. 

7 And when the men of Ashdod saw that it was so, they said, The ark of the God of Israel shall 
not abide with us: for his hand is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our god. 

71. 

8 They sent therefore and gathered all the lords of the Philistines unto them, and said, What shall 
we do with the ark of the God of Israel? 


72. 

And they answered, Let the ark of the God of Israel be carried about unto Gath. 

And they carried the ark of the God of Israel about thither. 

73. 

9 And it was so, that, after they had carried it about, the hand of the LORD was against the city 
with a very great destruction: and he smote the men of the city, both small and great, and they had 
emerods in their secret parts. 


74. 

10 Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron. 

And it came to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, saying, 

They have brought about the ark of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people. 

75. 

11 So they sent and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines, and said, Send away the ark 
of the God of Israel, and let it go again to his own place, that it slay us not, and our people: for 
there was a deadly destruction throughout all the city; the hand of God was very heavy there. 

12 And the men that died not were smitten with the emerods: and the cry of the city went up to 
heaven. 
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1ST SAMUEL 6 


76. 

1 And die ark of die LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven months. 

2 And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners, saying, What shall we do to the ark of 
the LORD? tell us wherewith we shall send it to his place. 

77. 

3 And they said, If ye send away the ark of the God of Israel, send it not empty; but in any wise 
return him a trespass offering: 

then ye shall be healed, and it shall be known to you why his hand is not removed from you. 

78. 

4 Then said they. What shall be the trespass offering which we shall return to him? 

They answered, Five golden emerods, and five golden mice, according to the number of the lords 
of the Philistines: for one plague was on you all, and on your lords. 

79. 

5 Wherefore ye shall make images of your emerods, and images of your mice that mar the land; 
and ye shall give glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure he will lighten his hand from off you, 
and from off your gods, and from off your land. 


80. 

6 Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? 
when he had wrought wonderfully among them, did they not let the people go, and they departed? 

81. 

7 Now therefore make a new cart, and take two milch kine, on which there hath come no yoke, 
and tie the kine to the cart, and bring their calves home from them: 

8 And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart; and put the jewels of gold, which ye 
return him for a trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and send it away, that it may go. 

82. 

9 And see, if it goeth up by the way of his own coast to Beth-shemesh, then he hath done us this 
great evil: but if not, then we shall know that it is not his hand that smote us: it was a chance that 
happened to us. 


83. 

10 And the men did so; and took two milch kine, and tied them to the cart, and shut up their 
calves at home: 

11 And they laid the ark of the LORD upon the cart, and the coffer with the mice of gold and the 
images of their emerods. 


84. 

12 And the kine took the straight way to the way of Beth-shemesh, and went along the highway, 
lowing as they went, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left; and the lords of the 
Philistines went after them unto the border of Beth-shemesh. 

85. 

13 And they of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley: and they lifted up 
their eyes, and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it. 

14 And the cart came into the field of Joshua, a Beth-shemite, and stood there, where there was a 
great stone: and they clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a burnt offering unto the 
LORD. 


86 . 

15 And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD, and the coffer that was with it, wherein the 
jewels of gold were, and put them on the great stone: 
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and the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices the same day unto 
the LORD. 


87. 

16 And when the five lords of the Philistines had seen it, they returned to Ekron the same day. 

17 And these are the golden emerods which the Philistines returned for a trespass offering unto 
the LORD; for Ashdod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for Ekron one; 

88 . 

18 And the golden mice, according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to 
the five lords, both of fenced cities, and of country villages, even unto the great stone of Abel, 
whereon they set down the ark of the LORD: which stone remaineth unto this day in the field of 
Joshua, the Beth-shemite. 


89. 

19 And he smote the men of Beth-shemesh, because they had looked into the ark of the LORD, 
even he smote of the people fifty thousand and threescore and ten men: 

and the people lamented, because the LORD had smitten many of the people with a great 
slaughter. 


90. 

20 And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who is able to stand before this holy LORD God? and to 
whom shall he go up from us? 

21 And they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, saying, The Philistines have 
brought again the ark of the LORD; come ye down, and fetch it up to you. 


1ST SAMUEL 7 


91. 

1 And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched up the ark of the LORD, and brought it into 
the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD. 

2 And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long; for it was 
twenty years: and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD. 


92. 

3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD with all 
your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your 
hearts unto the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the 
Philistines. 


93. 

4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the LORD. 

94. 

6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before the LORD, and 
fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned against the LORD. And Samuel judged the 
children of Israel in Mizpeh. 


95. 

7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the 
lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. 

And when the children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 

96. 

8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God for us, that 
he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines. 

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: 
and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him. 
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97. 

10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against 
Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and 
discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel. 

98. 

11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines, and smote them, until 
they came under Beth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it 
Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us. 

99. 

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more into the coast of Israel: and the hand 
of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 

14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron 
even unto Gath; and the coasts thereof did Israel deliver out of the hands of the Philistines. And 
there was peace between Israel and the Amorites. 


100 . 

15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 

16 And he went from year to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel 
in all those places. 

17 And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house; and there he judged Israel; and there he 
built an altar unto the LORD. 


The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 101-125 


1ST SAMUEL 8-9 


101 . 

1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges over Israel. 


2 Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; and the name of his second, Abiah: they were judges in 
Beer-sheba. 

3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and 
perverted judgment. 


102 . 

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, 

5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a 
king to judge us like all the nations. 


103. 

6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel 
prayed unto the LORD. 

7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto 
thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. 

104. 

8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of 
Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also 
unto thee.. 

9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew 
them the manner of the king that shall reign over them. 
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105 . 

10 And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people that asked of him a king. 

11 And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you: 

He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; 
and some shall run before his chariots. 


106. 

12 And he will appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over fifties; and will set them 
to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and instruments of 
his chariots. 

13 And he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers. 

107. 

14 And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the best of them, 
and give them to his servants. 

15 And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to 
his servants. 


108. 

16 And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and your goodliest young men, 
and your asses, and put them to his work. 

17 He will take the tenth of your sheep: and ye shall be his servants. 

18 And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the 
LORD will not hear you in that day. 


109. 

19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will 
have a king over us; 

20 That we also may be like all the nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, 
and fight our battles. 


110 . 

21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of the LORD. 

22 And the LORD said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king. 

And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city. 


111 . 


1ST SAMUEL 9 


1 Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, 
the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. 

2 And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice young man, and a goodly: and there was not 
among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was 
higher than any of the people. 


112 . 

3 And the asses of Kish Saul's father were lost. And Kish said to Saul his son. Take now one of 
the servants with thee, and arise, go seek the asses. 

4 And he passed through mount Ephraim, and passed through the land of Shalisha, but they found 
them not: then they passed through the land of Shalim, and there they were not: and he passed 
through the land of the Benjamites, but they found them not. 

113. 

5 And when they were come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant that was with him, 
Come, and let us return; lest my father leave caring for the asses, and take thought for us. 

6 And he said unto him, Behold now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honourable 
man; all that he saith cometh surely to pass: now let us go thither; peradventure he can shew us our 
way that we should go. 
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114. 

7 Then said Saul to his servant, But, behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man? for the bread 
is spent in our vessels, and there is not a present to bring to the man of God: what have we? 

115. 

8 And the servant answered Saul again, and said, Behold, I have here at hand the fourth part of a 
shekel of silver: that will I give to the man of God, to tell us our way. 

9 (Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to enquire of God, thus he spake, Come, and let us go 
to the seer: for he that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.) 

116. 

10 Then said Saul to his servant, Well said; come, let us go. 

So they went unto the city where the man of God was. 

11 And as they went up the hill to the city, they found young maidens going out to draw water, 
and said unto them, Is the seer here? 


117. 

12 And they answered them, and said, He is; behold, he is before you: make haste now, for he 
came to day to the city; for there is a sacrifice of the people to day in the high place: 

13 As soon as ye be come into the city, ye shall straightway find him, before he go up to the high 
place to eat: for the people will not eat until he come, because he doth bless the sacrifice; and 
afterwards they eat that be bidden. 


118. 

Now therefore get you up; for about this time ye shall find him. 

14 And they went up into the city: and when they were come into the city, behold, Samuel came 
out against them, for to go up to the high place. 


119. 

15 Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul came, saying, 

16 To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt 
anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may save my people out of the hand of the 
Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come unto me. 

120 . 

17 And when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said unto him, Behold the man whom I spake to thee 
of! this same shall reign over my people. 

18 Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer's 
house is. 


121 . 

19 And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the seer: go up before me unto the high place; for 
ye shall eat with me to day, and to morrow I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thine 
heart. 

20 And as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are 
found. And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's house? 

122 . 

21 And Saul answered and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and 
my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou so to 
me? 

22 And Samuel took Saul and his servant, and brought them into the parlour, and made them sit 
in the chiefest place among them that were bidden, which were about thirty persons. 

123. 

23 And Samuel said unto the cook, Bring the portion which I gave thee, of which I said unto thee, 
Set it by thee. 

24 And the cook took up the shoulder, and that which was upon it, and set it before Saul. 
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124 . 

And Samuel said. Behold that which is left! set it before thee, and eat: for unto this time hath it 
been kept for thee since I said, I have invited the people. So Saul did eat with Samuel that day. 

25 And when they were come down from the high place into the city, Samuel communed with 
Saul upon the top of the house. 


125. 

26 And they arose early: and it came to pass about the spring of the day, that Samuel called Saul 
to the top of the house, saying, Up, that I may send thee away. And Saul arose, and they went out 
both of them, he and Samuel, abroad. 

27 And as they were going down to the end of the city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid the servant pass 
on before us, (and he passed on,) but stand thou still a while, that I may shew thee the word of God. 


The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Divisions 126-150 


1ST SAMUEL 10-11 


126. 

1 Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not 
because the LORD hath anointed thee to be captain over his inheritance? 

2 When thou art departed from me to day, then thou shalt find two men by Rachel's sepulchre in 
the border of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say unto thee, The asses which thou wentest to 
seek are found: and, lo, thy father hath left the care of the asses, and sorroweth for you, saying, 
What shall I do for my son? 


127. 

3 Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, and thou shalt come to the plain of Tabor, and there 
shall meet thee three men going up to God to Beth-el, one carrying three kids, and another carrying 
three loaves of bread, and another carrying a bottle of wine: 

4 And they will salute thee, and give thee two loaves of bread; which thou shalt receive of their 
hands. 


128. 

5 After that thou shalt come to the hill of God, where is the garrison of the Philistines: and it shall 
come to pass, when thou art come thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a company of prophets 
coming down from the high place with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp, before them; 
and they shall prophesy: 

6 And the Spirit of the LORD will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt 
be turned into another man. 


129. 

7 And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as occasion serve thee; for God 
is with thee. 

8 And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to offer 
burnt offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace offerings: seven days shalt thou tarry, till I come 
to thee, and shew thee what thou shalt do. 


130. 

9 And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave him another 
heart: and all those signs came to pass that day. 

10 And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a company of prophets met him; and the Spirit 
of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them. 

131. 

11 And it came to pass, when all that knew him beforetime saw that, behold, he prophesied 
among the prophets, then the people said one to another, What is this that is come unto the son of 
Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets? 


470 



132. 

12 And one of the same place answered and said, But who is their father? Therefore it became a 
proverb. Is Saul also among the prophets? 

13 And when he had made an end of prophesying, he came to the high place. 

133. 

14 And Saul's uncle said unto him and to his servant, Whither went ye? 

And he said, To seek the asses: and when we saw that they were no where, we came to Samuel. 

134. 

15 And Saul's uncle said, Tell me, I pray thee, what Samuel said unto you. 

16 And Saul said unto his uncle, He told us plainly that the asses were found. But of the matter of 
the kingdom, whereof Samuel spake, he told him not. 

135. 

17 And Samuel called the people together unto the LORD to Mizpeh; 

18 And said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I brought up Israel 
out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 
kingdoms, and of them that oppressed you: 


136. 

19 And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saved you out of all your adversities and 
your tribulations; and ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. 

Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes, and by your thousands. 

137. 

20 And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was 
taken. 

21 When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri 
was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was taken: and when they sought him, he could not be found. 

138. 

22 Therefore they enquired of the LORD further, if the man should yet come thither. And the 
LORD answered, Behold, he hath hid himself among the stuff. 

23 And they ran and fetched him thence: and when he stood among the people, he was higher 
than any of the people from his shoulders and upward. 

139. 

24 And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom the LORD hath chosen, that there is 
none like him among all the people? 

And all the people shouted, and said, God save the king. 

25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up 
before the LORD. 


140. 

And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house. 

26 And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went with him a band of men, whose hearts 
God had touched. 

27 But the children of Belial said, How shall this man save us? And they despised him, and 
brought him no presents. But he held his peace. 
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1ST SAMUEL 11 


141. 

1 Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and encamped against Jabesh-gilead: 

and all the men of Jabesh said unto Nahash, Make a covenant with us, and we will serve thee. 

142. 

2 And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, On this condition will I make a covenant with you, 
that I may thrust out all your right eyes, and lay it for a reproach upon all Israel. 

3 And the elders of Jabesh said unto him, Give us seven days' respite, that we may send 
messengers unto all the coasts of Israel: and then, if there be no man to save us, we will come out 
to thee. 


143. 

4 Then came the messengers to Gibeah of Saul, and told the tidings in the ears of the people: and 
all the people lifted up their voices, and wept. 

5 And, behold, Saul came after the herd out of the field; and Saul said, What aileth the people 
that they weep? And they told him the tidings of the men of Jabesh. 

144. 

6 And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled 
greatly. 

7 And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the coasts 
of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and after 
Samuel, so shall it be done unto his oxen. And the fear of the LORD fell on the people, and they 
came out with one consent. 


145. 

8 And when he numbered them in Bezek, the children of Israel were three hundred thousand, and 
the men of Judah thirty thousand. 

9 And they said unto the messengers that came, Thus shall ye say unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, 
To morrow, by that time the sun be hot, ye shall have help. 

146. 

And the messengers came and shewed it to the men of Jabesh; and they were glad. 

10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, To morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shall do with 
us all that seemeth good unto you. 


147. 

11 And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the people in three companies; and they came into 
the midst of the host in the morning watch, and slew the Ammonites until the heat of the day: 

and it came to pass, that they which remained were scattered, so that two of them were not left 
together. 


148. 

12 And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that said, Shall Saul reign over us? bring the 
men, that we may put them to death. 


149. 

13 And Saul said, There shall not a man be put to death this day: for to day the LORD hath 
wrought salvation in Israel. 

14 Then said Samuel to the people. Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 

150. 

15 And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal; 
and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings before the LORD; and there Saul and all the 
men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER SIX 
Divisions 151-180 


151. 


1ST SAMUEL 12-13 


1 And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have hearkened unto your voice in all that ye said 
unto me, and have made a king over you. 

2 And now, behold, the king walketh before you: and I am old and grayheaded; and, behold, my 
sons are with you: and I have walked before you from my childhood unto this day. 


152. 

3 Behold, here I am: witness against me before the LORD, and before his anointed: whose ox 
have I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or whom have I defrauded? whom have I oppressed? or of 
whose hand have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and I will restore it you. 


153. 

4 And they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither hast thou taken ought of 
any man's hand. 

5 And he said unto them, The LORD is witness against you, and his anointed is witness this day, 
that ye have not found ought in my hand. And they answered, He is witness. 


154. 

6 And Samuel said unto the people, It is the LORD that advanced Moses and Aaron, and that 
brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you before the LORD of all the righteous acts 
of the LORD, which he did to you and to your fathers. 


155. 

8 When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers cried unto the LORD, then the LORD sent 
Moses and Aaron, which brought forth your fathers out of Egypt, and made them dwell in this 
place. 

9 And when they forgat the LORD their God, he sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of the 
host of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab, and they 
fought against them. 


156. 

10 And they cried unto the LORD, and said, We have sinned, because we have forsaken the 
LORD, and have served Baalim and Ashtaroth: but now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, 
and we will serve thee. 

11 And the LORD sent Jerabbaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out 
of the hand of your enemies on every side, and ye dwelled safe. 

157. 

12 And when ye saw that Nahash the king of the children of Ammon came against you, ye said 
unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign over us: when the LORD your God was your king. 

13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have desired! and, 
behold, the LORD hath set a king over you. 


158. 

14 If ye will fear the LORD, and serve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel against the 
commandment of the LORD, then shall both ye and also the king that reigneth over you continue 
following the LORD your God: 

15 But if ye will not obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the 
LORD, then shall the hand of the LORD be against you, as it was against your fathers. 
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159 . 

16 Now therefore stand and see this great thing, which the LORD will do before your eyes. 

17 Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will call unto the LORD, and he shall send thunder and rain; 
that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the 
LORD, in asking you a king. 


160. 

18 So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day: and all the 
people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel. 


161. 

19 And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the LORD thy God, that we 
die not: for we have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king. 

162. 

20 And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have done all this wickedness: yet turn not 
aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart; 

21 And turn ye not aside: for then should ye go after vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; 
for they are vain. 


163. 

22 For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it hath pleased 
the LORD to make you his people. 


164. 

23 Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you: 
but I will teach you the good and the right way: 


165. 

24 Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things 
he hath done for you. 

25 But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and your king. 


166. 


1ST SAMUEL 13 


1 Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over Israel, 

2 Saul chose him three thousand men of Israel; whereof two thousand were with Saul in 
Michmash and in mount Beth-el, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin: and 
the rest of the people he sent every man to his tent. 


167. 

3 And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines heard 

of it. 

And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, Let the Hebrews hear. 

4 And all Israel heard say that Saul had smitten a garrison of the Philistines, and that Israel also 
was had in abomination with the Philistines. 


168. 

And the people were called together after Saul to Gilgal. 

5 And the Philistines gathered themselves together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots, 
and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the sea shore in multitude: and they 
came up, and pitched in Michmash, eastward from Beth-aven. 

169. 

6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait, (for the people were distressed,) then the 
people did hide themselves in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and in high places, and in pits. 

7 And some of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. 
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170. 

As for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. 

8 And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed : but Samuel 
came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. 

171. 

9 And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. And he offered the 
burnt offering. 


172. 

10 And it came to pass, that as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, behold, 
Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might salute him. 

11 And Samuel said, What hast thou done? 


173. 

And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou earnest not 
within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash; 

12 Therefore said I, The Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made 
supplication unto the LORD: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering. 

174. 

13 And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of 
the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy 
kingdom upon Israel for ever. 


175. 

14 But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own 
heart, and the LORD hath commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not 
kept that which the LORD commanded thee. 


176. 

15 And Samuel arose, and gat him up from Gilgal unto Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered 
the people that were present with him, about six hundred men. 

16 And Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the people that were present with them, abode in Gibeah 
of Benjamin: but the Philistines encamped in Michmash. 

177. 

17 And the spoilers came out of the camp of the Philistines in three companies: one company 
turned unto the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual: 

18 And another company turned the way to Beth-horon: and another company turned to the way 
of the border that looketh to the valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness. 

178. 

19 Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest 
the Hebrews make them swords or spears: 


179. 

20 But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his 
coulter, and his axe, and his mattock. 

21 Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, 
and to sharpen the goads. 

180. 

22 So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the 
hand of any of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his 
son was there found. 

23 And the garrison of the Philistines went out to the passage of Michmash. 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
Divisions 181-210 


181. 


1ST SAMUEL 14 


1 Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the young man that 
bare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison, that is on the other side. But 
he told not his father. 


182. 

2 And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree which is in Migron: 
and the people that were with him were about six hundred men; 

3 And Ahiah, the son of Ahitub, I-chabod's brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the 
LORD'S priest in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the people knew not that Jonathan was gone. 

183. 

4 And between the passages, by which Jonathan sought to go over unto the Philistines' garrison, 
there was a sharp rock on the one side, and a sharp rock on the other side: and the name of the one 
was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh. 

5 The forefront of the one was situate northward over against Michmash, and the other southward 
over against Gibeah. 


184. 

6 And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the 
garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint 
to the LORD to save by many or by few. 

7 And his armourbearer said unto him, Do all that is in thine heart: turn thee; behold, I am with 
thee according to thy heart. 


185. 

8 Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over unto these men, and we will discover ourselves 
unto them. 

9 If they say thus unto us, Tarry until we come to you; then we will stand still in our place, and 
will not go up unto them. 

10 But if they say thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up: for the LORD hath delivered them 
into our hand: and this shall be a sign unto us. 


186. 

11 And both of them discovered themselves unto the garrison of the Philistines: and the 
Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews come forth out of the holes where they had hid themselves. 

12 And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan and his armourbearer, and said, Come up to 
us, and we will shew you a thing. 


187. 

And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer. Come up after me: for the LORD hath delivered them 
into the hand of Israel. 

13 And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his armourbearer after him: 
and they fell before Jonathan; and his armourbearer slew after him. 

188. 

14 And that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his armourbearer made, was about twenty men, 
within as it were an half acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might plow. 

15 And there was trembling in the host, in the field, and among all the people: the garrison, and 
the spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth quaked: so it was a very great trembling. 
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189. 

16 And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; and, behold, the multitude melted 
away, and they went on beating down one another. 

17 Then said Saul unto the people that were with him, Number now, and see who is gone from 
us. And when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armourbearer were not there. 

190. 

18 And Saul said unto Ahiah, Bring hither the ark of God. For the ark of God was at that time 
with the children of Israel. 

19 And it came to pass, while Saul talked unto the priest, that the noise that was in the host of the 
Philistines went on and increased: 


191. 

and Saul said unto the priest, Withdraw thine hand. 

20 And Saul and all the people that were with him assembled themselves, and they came to the 
battle: and, behold, every man's sword was against his fellow, and there was a very great 
discomfiture. 


192. 

21 Moreover the Hebrews that were with the Philistines before that time, which went up with 
them into the camp from the country round about, even they also turned to be with the Israelites 
that were with Saul and Jonathan. 

22 Likewise all the men of Israel which had hid themselves in mount Ephraim, when they heard 
that the Philistines fled, even they also followed hard after them in the battle. 

193. 

23 So the LORD saved Israel that day: and the battle passed over unto Beth-aven. 

24 And the men of Israel were distressed that day: for Saul had adjured the people, saying, 
Cursed be the man that eateth any food until evening, that I may be avenged on mine enemies. So 
none of the people tasted any food. 


194. 

25 And all they of the land came to a wood; and there was honey upon the ground. 

26 And when the people were come into the wood, behold, the honey dropped; but no man put 
his hand to his mouth: for the people feared the oath. 

195. 

27 But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the people with the oath: wherefore he put 
forth the end of the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it in an honeycomb, and put his hand to his 
mouth; and his eyes were enlightened. 

28 Then answered one of the people, and said, Thy father straitly charged the people with an 
oath, saying, Cursed be the man that eateth any food this day. And the people were faint. 

196. 

29 Then said Jonathan, My father hath troubled the land: see, I pray you, how mine eyes have 
been enlightened, because I tasted a little of this honey. 

30 How much more, if haply the people had eaten freely to day of the spoil of their enemies 
which they found? for had there not been now a much greater slaughter among the Philistines? 

197. 

31 And they smote the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon: and the people were very 
faint. 

32 And the people flew upon the spoil, and took sheep, and oxen, and calves, and slew them on 
the ground: and the people did eat them with the blood. 

33 Then they told Saul, saying, Behold, the people sin against the LORD, in that they eat with the 
blood. 

And he said, Ye have transgressed: roll a great stone unto me this day. 
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198 . 

34 And Saul said, Disperse yourselves among the people, and say unto them. Bring me hither 
every man his ox, and every man his sheep, and slay them here, and eat; and sin not against the 
LORD in eating with the blood. And all the people brought every man his ox with him that night, 
and slew them there. 


199. 

35 And Saul built an altar unto the LORD: the same was the first altar that he built unto the 
LORD. 

36 And Saul said, Let us go down after the Philistines by night, and spoil them until the morning 
light, and let us not leave a man of them. And they said, Do whatsoever seemeth good unto thee. 

200 . 

Then said the priest, Let us draw near hither unto God. 

37 And Saul asked counsel of God, Shall I go down after the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into the hand of Israel? But he answered him not that day. 

201 . 

38 And Saul said, Draw ye near hither, all the chief of the people: and know and see wherein this 
sin hath been this day. 

39 For, as the LORD liveth, which saveth Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely 
die. But there was not a man among all the people that answered him. 

202 . 

40 Then said he unto all Israel, Be ye on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other 
side. And the people said unto Saul, Do what seemeth good unto thee. 

41 Therefore Saul said unto the LORD God of Israel, Give a perfect lot. And Saul and Jonathan 
were taken: but the people escaped. 


203. 

42 And Saul said, Cast lots between me and Jonathan my son. And Jonathan was taken. 

43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, Tell me what thou hast done. And Jonathan told him, and said, I 
did but taste a little honey with the end of the rod that was in mine hand, and, lo, I must die. 

204. 

44 And Saul answered, God do so and more also: for thou shalt surely die, Jonathan. 

45 And the people said unto Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great salvation in 
Israel? 


205. 

God forbid: as the LORD liveth, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground; for he 
hath wrought with God this day. So the people rescued Jonathan, that he died not. 

46 Then Saul went up from following the Philistines: and the Philistines went to their own place. 

206. 

47 So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and fought against all his enemies on every side, 
against Moab, and against the children of Ammon, and against Edom, and against the kings of 
Zobah, and against the Philistines: 


207. 

and whithersoever he turned himself, he vexed them. 

48 And he gathered an host, and smote the Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of the hands of 
them that spoiled them. 


208. 

49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, and Ishui, and Melchi-shua: and the names of his two 
daughters were these', the name of the firstborn Merab, and the name of the younger Michal: 
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209. 

50 And the name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz: and the name of the 
captain of his host was Abner, the son of Ner, Saul's uncle. 

51 And Kish was the father of Saul; and Ner the father of Abner was the son of Abiel. 

210 . 

52 And there was sore war against the Philistines all the days of Saul: and when Saul saw any 
strong man, or any valiant man, he took him unto him. 


The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
Divisions 211-245 


1ST SAMUEL 15-16 


211 . 

1 Samuel also said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint thee to be king over his people, over 
Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the LORD. 

2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait 
for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. 


212 . 

3 Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay 
both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 

4 And Saul gathered the people together, and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand 
footmen, and ten thousand men of Judah. 


213. 

5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and laid wait in the valley. 

6 And Saul said unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get you down from among the Amalekites, lest I 
destroy you with them: for ye shewed kindness to all the children of Israel, when they came up out 
of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 

214. 

7 And Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest to Shur, that is over against 
Egypt. 

8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the 
edge of the sword. 


215. 

9 But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the 
fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing 
that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 

216. 

10 Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying, 

11 It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following me, and 
hath not performed my commandments. 


217. 

And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night. 

12 And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul 
came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a place, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone 
down to Gilgal. 


218. 

13 And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have 
performed the commandment of the LORD. 

14 And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing 
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of the oxen which I hear? 


219 . 

15 And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of 
the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed. 


220 . 

16 Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the LORD hath said to me this 
night. And he said unto him. Say on. 

17 And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the 
tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel? 

221 . 

18 And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the 
Amalekites, and fight against them until they be consumed. 

19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and 
didst evil in the sight of the LORD? 


222 . 

20 And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have gone the 
way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites. 

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which should have 
been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in Gilgal. 

223. 

22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the LORD? 

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, arid to hearken than the fat of rams. 

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because 
thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 

224. 

24 And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the 
LORD, and thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. 

25 Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the 
LORD. 


225. 

26 And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. 

27 And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. 

226. 

28 And Samuel said unto him, The LORD hath rent the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and 
hath given it to a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou. 

29 And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is not a man, that he should 
repent. 


227. 

30 Then he said, I have sinned: yet honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people, 
and before Israel, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD thy God. 

228. 

31 So Samuel turned again after Saul; and Saul worshipped the LORD. 

32 Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag came 
unto him delicately. 
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229. 

And Agag said. Surely the bitterness of death is past. 

33 And Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall thy mother be childless 
among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal. 

230. 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house to Gibeah of Saul. 

35 And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his death: nevertheless Samuel 
mourned for Saul: and the LORD repented that he had made Saul king over Israel. 


231. 


1ST SAMUEL 16 


1 And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected 
him from reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth- 
lehemite: for I have provided me a king among his sons. 


232. 

2 And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me. 


And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LORD. 

3 And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint 
unto me him whom I name unto thee. 


233. 

4 And Samuel did that which the LORD spake, and came to Beth-lehem. And the elders of the 
town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably? 

5 And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD: sanctify yourselves, and come 
with me to the sacrifice. 


234. 

And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. 

6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the 
LORD'S anointed is before him. 


235. 

7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 
because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 


236. 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the 
LORD chosen this. 

9 Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this. 

237. 

10 Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The 
LORD hath not chosen these. 

11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the 
youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. 


238. 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. 

12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, 
and goodly to look to. 

And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 

239. 

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit 
of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 
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240. 

14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled 
him. 

15 And Saul's servants said unto him. Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee. 

241. 

16 Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before thee, to seek out a man, who is a 
cunning player on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, 
that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. 

17 And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that can play well, and bring him to 
me. 


242. 

18 Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth- 
lehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in 
matters, and a comely person, and the LORD is with him. 

243. 

19 Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which is with 
the sheep. 

20 And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by 
David his son unto Saul. 


244. 

21 And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became his 
armourbearer. 

22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found 
favour in my sight. 


245. 

23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, 
and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from 
him. 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER NINE 
Divisions 246-275 


246. 


1ST SAMUEL 17 


1 Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle, and were gathered together at 
Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 

2 And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and 
set the battle in array against the Philistines. 


247. 

3 And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the 
other side: and there was a valley between them. 

4 And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, 
whose height was six cubits and a span. 


248. 

5 And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; and the 
weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass. 

6 And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders. 

249. 

7 And the staff of his spear was like a weaver's beam; and his spear's head weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron: and one bearing a shield went before him. 

8 And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come out to 
set your battle in array? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? 

250. 

choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me. 

9 If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your servants: but if I prevail 
against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us. 

251. 

10 And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight 
together. 

11 When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly 
afraid. 


252. 

12 Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem-judah, whose name was Jesse; and 
he had eight sons: and the man went among men for an old man in the days of Saul. 

13 And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to the battle: and the names of his 
three sons that went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next unto him Abinadab, and the 
third Shammah. 


253. 

14 And David was the youngest: and the three eldest followed Saul. 

15 But David went and returned from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Beth-lehem. 

16 And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty days. 

254. 

17 And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for thy brethren an ephah of this parched corn, 
and these ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren; 

18 And cany these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and look how thy brethren 
fare, and take their pledge. 
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255. 

19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the 
Philistines. 

20 And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, 
as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the fight, 
and shouted for the battle. 

21 For Israel and the Philistines had put the battle in array, army against army. 

256. 

22 And David left his carnage in the hand of the keeper of the carnage, and ran into the army, 
and came and saluted his brethren. 

23 And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, 
Goliath by name, out of the armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the same words: and 
David heard them. 


257. 

24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid. 

25 And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he 
come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, 
and will give him his daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel. 

258. 

26 And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man that 
killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God? 

27 And the people answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man that 
killeth him. 


259. 

28 And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled 
against David, and he said, Why earnest thou down hither? and with whom hast thou left those few 
sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come 
down that thou mightest see the battle. 


260. 

29 And David said, What have I now done? Is there not a cause? 

30 And he turned from him toward another, and spake after the same manner: and the people 
answered him again after the former manner. 

31 And when the words were heard which David spake, they rehearsed them before Saul: and he 
sent for him. 


261. 

32 And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight 
with this Philistine. 

33 And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for 
thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. 

262. 

34 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a 
bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 

35 And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose 
against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 

36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one 
of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. 

263. 

37 David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the 
paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. 

And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee. 
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264. 

38 And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he 
armed him with a coat of mail. 

39 And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. 

265. 

And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put 
them off him. 

40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put 
them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew 
near to the Philistine. 


266. 

41 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went 
before him. 

42 And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was blit a 
youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 


267. 

43 And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods. 

44 And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the 
air, and to the beasts of the field. 


268. 

45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with 
a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom thou hast defied. 

46 This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; 

269. 

and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the 
Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth 
may know that there is a God in Israel. 

47 And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the 
battle is the LORD'S, and he will give you into our hands. 

270. 

48 And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that 
David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 

49 And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the 
Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the 
earth. 


271. 

50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, 
and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. 

51 Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the 
sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. 

272. 

And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled. 

52 And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until thou 
come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell down by the 
way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 
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273 . 

53 And the children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, and they spoiled their 
tents. 

54 And David took the head of the Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his armour 
in his tent. 


274. 

55 And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, he said unto Abner, the captain of 
the host, Abner, whose son is this youth? And Abner said, As thy soul liveth, O king, I cannot tell. 

56 And the king said, Enquire thou whose son the stripling is. 

275. 

57 And as David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him 
before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. 

58 And Saul said to him, Whose son art thou, thou young man? And David answered, I am the 
son of thy servant Jesse the Beth-lehemite. 


The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER TEN 
Divisions 276-300 


1ST SAMUEL 18-19 


276. 

1 And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan 
was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 

2 And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's house. 


277. 

3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. 

4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his 
garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. 


278. 

5 And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely: 
and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also 
in the sight of Saul's servants. 


279. 

6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the 
Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, 
with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of musick. 

7 And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, 
and David his ten thousands. 


280. 

8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have ascribed unto 
David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but 
the kingdom? 

9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 

281. 

10 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he 
prophesied in the midst of the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times: and there 
was a javelin in Saul's hand. 

11 And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David 
avoided out of his presence twice. 
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282 . 

12 And Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with him, and was departed from Saul. 

13 Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him his captain over a thousand; and he 
went out and came in before the people. 


283. 

14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the LORD was with him. 

15 Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him. 

16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them. 

284. 

17 And Saul said to David, Behold my elder daughter Merab, her will I give thee to wife: only be 
thou valiant for me, and fight the LORD'S battles. 

For Saul said, Let not mine hand be upon him, but let the hand of the Philistines be upon him. 

285. 

18 And David said unto Saul, Who am I? and what is my life, or my father's family in Israel, that 
I should be son in law to the king? 

19 But it came to pass at the time when Merab Saul's daughter should have been given to David, 
that she was given unto Adriel the Meholathite to wife. 

286. 

20 And Michal Saul's daughter loved David: and they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. 

21 And Saul said, I will give him her, that she may be a snare to him, and that the hand of the 
Philistines may be against him. Wherefore Saul said to David, Thou shalt this day be my son in law 
in the one of the twain. 


287. 

22 And Saul commanded his servants, saying. Commune with David secretly, and say, Behold, 
the king hath delight in thee, and all his servants love thee: now therefore be the king's son in law. 

23 And Saul's servants spake those words in the ears of David. And David said, Seemeth it to you 
a light thing to be a king's son in law, seeing that I am a poor man, and lightly esteemed? 

24 And the servants of Saul told him, saying, On this manner spake David. 

288. 

25 And Saul said, Thus shall ye say to David, The king desireth not any dowry, but an hundred 
foreskins of the Philistines, to be avenged of the king's enemies. But Saul thought to make David 
fall by the hand of the Philistines. 

26 And when his servants told David these words, it pleased David well to be the king's son in 
law: and the days were not expired. 


289. 

27 Wherefore David arose and went, he and his men, and slew of the Philistines two hundred 
men; and David brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full tale to the king, that he might be 
the king's son in law. And Saul gave him Michal his daughter to wife. 

28 And Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with David, and that Michal Saul's daughter 
loved him. 


290. 

29 And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and Saul became David's enemy continually. 

30 Then the princes of the Philistines went forth: and it came to pass, after they went forth, that 
David behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul; so that his name was much set by. 
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1ST SAMUEL 19 


291. 

1 And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should kill David. 

2 But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my 
father seeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and 
abide in a secret place, and hide thyself: 

3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where thou art, and I will commune 
with my father of thee; and what I see, that I will tell thee. 

292. 

4 And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not the king sin 
against his servant, against David; because he hath not sinned against thee, and because his works 
have been to thee-ward very good: 

5 For he did put his life in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the LORD wrought a great 
salvation for all Israel: thou sawest it, and didst rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou sin against 
innocent blood, to slay David without a cause? 


293. 

6 And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul sware, As the LORD liveth, he shall 
not be slain. 

7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan shewed him all those things. And Jonathan brought 
David to Saul, and he was in his presence, as in times past. 

294. 

8 And there was war again: and David went out, and fought with the Philistines, and slew them 
with a great slaughter; and they fled from him. 

9 And the evil spirit from the LORD was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his javelin in his 
hand: and David played with his hand. 


295. 

10 And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away out of 
Saul's presence, and he smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night. 

11 Saul also sent messengers unto David's house, to watch him, and to slay him in the morning: 
and Michal David's wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life to night, to morrow thou shalt be 
slain. 


296. 

12 So Michal let David down through a window: and he went, and fled, and escaped. 

13 And Michal took an image, and laid it in the bed, and put a pillow of goats' hair for his 
bolster, and covered it with a cloth. 

14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, He is sick. 

297. 

15 And Saul sent the messengers again to see David, saying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that 
I may slay him. 

16 And when the messengers were come in, behold, there was an image in the bed, with a pillow 
of goats' hair for his bolster. 

17 And Saul said unto Michal, Why hast thou deceived me so, and sent away mine enemy, that he 
is escaped? And Michal answered Saul, He said unto me, Let me go; why should I kill thee? 

298. 

18 So David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Ramah, and told him all that Saul had 
done to him. And he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth. 

19 And it was told Saul, saying, Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah. 

20 And Saul sent messengers to take David: and when they saw the company of the prophets 
prophesying, and Samuel standing as appointed over them, the Spirit of God was upon the 
messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. 
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299. 

21 And when it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, and they prophesied likewise. And Saul 
sent messengers again the third time, and they prophesied also. 

22 Then went he also to Ramah, and came to a great well that is in Sechu: and he asked and said, 
Where are Samuel and David? And one said, Behold, they be at Naioth in Ramah. 

300. 

23 And he went thither to Naioth in Ramah: and the Spirit of God was upon him also, and he 
went on, and prophesied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 

24 And he stripped off his clothes also, and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay 
down naked all that day and all that night. Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among the prophets? 


The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 
Divisions 301-330 


301. 


1ST SAMUEL 20-21 


1 And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and said before Jonathan, What have I done? 
what is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy father, that he seeketh my life? 

2 And he said unto him, God forbid; thou shalt not die: behold, my father will do nothing either 
great or small, but that he will shew it me: and why should my father hide this thing from me? it is 
not so. 


302. 

3 And David sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found grace in 
thine eyes; and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but truly as the LORD 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and death. 

4 Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I will even do it for thee. 

303. 

5 And David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to morrow is the new moon, and I should not fail to sit 
with the king at meat: but let me go, that I may hide myself in the field unto the third day at even. 

6 If thy father at all miss me, then say, David earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to 
Beth-lehem his city: for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family. 

304. 

7 If he say thus. It is well; thy servant shall have peace: but if he be very wroth, then be sure that 
evil is determined by him. 

8 Therefore thou shalt deal kindly with thy servant; for thou hast brought thy servant into a 
covenant of the LORD with thee: notwithstanding, if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for 
why shouldest thou bring me to thy father? 


305. 

9 And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee: for if I knew certainly that evil were determined by my 
father to come upon thee, then would not I tell it thee? 

10 Then said David to Jonathan, Who shall tell me? or what if thy father answer thee roughly? 

11 And Jonathan said unto David, Come, and let us go out into the field. 

306. 

And they went out both of them into the field. 

12 And Jonathan said unto David, O LORD God of Israel, when I have sounded my father about 
to morrow any time, or the third day, and, behold, if there be good toward David, and I then send 
not unto thee, and shew it thee; 

13 The LORD do so and much more to Jonathan: 
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307. 

but if it please my father to do thee evil, then I will shew it thee, and send thee away, that thou 
mayest go in peace: and the LORD be with thee, as he hath been with my father. 

14 And thou shalt not only while yet I live shew me the kindness of the LORD, that I die not: 

15 But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever: no, not when the LORD 
hath cut off the enemies of David every one from the face of the earth. 

308. 

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying. Let the LORD even require it 
at the hand of David's enemies. 

17 And Jonathan caused David to swear again, because he loved him: for he loved him as he 
loved his own soul. 


309. 

18 Then Jonathan said to David, To morrow is the new moon: and thou shalt be missed, because 
thy seat will be empty. 

19 And when thou hast stayed three days, then thou shalt go down quickly, and come to the place 
where thou didst hide thyself when the business was in hand, and shalt remain by the stone Ezel. 

310. 

20 And I will shoot three arrows on the side thereof, as though I shot at a mark. 

21 And, behold, I will send a lad, saying, Go, find out the arrows. If I expressly say unto the lad, 
Behold, the arrows are on this side of thee, take them; then come thou: for there is peace to thee, 
and no hurt; as the LORD liveth. 


311. 

22 But if I say thus unto the young man, Behold, the arrows are beyond thee; go thy way: for the 
LORD hath sent thee away. 

23 And as touching the matter which thou and I have spoken of, behold, the LORD be between 
thee and me for ever. 

312. 

24 So David hid himself in the field: and when the new moon was come, the king sat him down 
to eat meat. 

25 And the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, even upon a seat by the wall: and Jonathan 
arose, and Abner sat by Saul's side, and David's place was empty. 

313. 

26 Nevertheless Saul spake not any thing that day: for he thought, Something hath befallen him, 
he is not clean; surely he is not clean. 

27 And it came to pass on the morrow, which was the second day of the month, that David's place 
was empty: and Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Wherefore cometh not the son of Jesse to meat, 
neither yesterday, nor to day? 


314. 

28 And Jonathan answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me to go to Beth-lehem: 

29 And he said, Let me go, I pray thee; for our family hath a sacrifice in the city; and my brother, 
he hath commanded me to be there: and now, if I have found favour in thine eyes, let me get away, 
I pray thee, and see my brethren. Therefore he cometh not unto the king's table. 

315. 

30 Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of the 
perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own 
confusion, and unto the confusion of thy mother's nakedness? 

31 For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not be established, nor thy 
kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. 
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316. 

32 And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain? what 
hath he done? 

33 And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of 
his father to slay David. 

34 So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the 
month: for he was grieved for David, because his father had done him shame. 

317. 

35 And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the field at the time appointed 
with David, and a little lad with him. 

36 And he said unto his lad, Run, find out now the arrows which I shoot. And as the lad ran, he 
shot an arrow beyond him. 

37 And when the lad was come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried 
after the lad, and said, Is not the arrow beyond thee? 

318. 

38 And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make speed, haste, stay not. And Jonathan's lad gathered up 
the arrows, and came to his master. 

39 But the lad knew not any thing: only Jonathan and David knew the matter. 

319. 

40 And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad, and said unto him, Go, carry them to the city. 

41 And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose out of a place toward the south, and fell on his 
face to the ground, and bowed himself three times: and they kissed one another, and wept one with 
another, until David exceeded. 


320. 

42 And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name 
of the LORD, saying, The LORD be between me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for 
ever. And he arose and departed: and Jonathan went into the city. 


321. 


1ST SAMUEL 21 


1 Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: and Ahimelech was afraid at the meeting of 
David, and said unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man with thee? 


322. 

2 And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king hath commanded me a business, and hath 
said unto me, Let no man know any thing of the business whereabout I send thee, and what I have 
commanded thee: and I have appointed my servants to such and such a place. 

3 Now therefore what is under thine hand? give me five loaves of bread in mine hand, or what 
there is present. 


323. 

4 And the priest answered David, and said, There is no common bread under mine hand, but there 
is hallowed bread; if the young men have kept themselves at least from women. 

324. 

5 And David answered the priest, and said unto him, Of a truth women have been kept from us 
about these three days, since I came out, and the vessels of the young men are holy, and the bread 
is in a manner common, yea, though it were sanctified this day in the vessel. 

325. 

6 So the priest gave him hallowed bread : for there was no bread there but the shewbread, that 
was taken from before the LORD, to put hot bread in the day when it was taken away. 

326. 

7 Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained before the LORD; and 
his name was Doeg, an Edomite, the chiefest of the herdmen that belonged to Saul. 
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327. 

8 And David said unto Ahimelech, And is there not here under thine hand spear or sword? for I 
have neither brought my sword nor my weapons with me, because the king's business required 
haste. 

9 And the priest said. The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of 
Elah, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou wilt take that, take it', for there 
is no other save that here. And David said, There is none like that; give it me. 

328. 

10 And David arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul, and went to Achish the king of Gath. 

11 And the servants of Achish said unto him, Is not this David the king of the land? did they not 
sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands? 


329. 

12 And David laid up these words in his heart, and was sore afraid of Achish the king of Gath. 

13 And he changed his behaviour before them, and feigned himself mad in their hands, and 
scrabbled on the doors of the gate, and let his spittle fall down upon his beard. 

330. 

14 Then said Achish unto his servants, Lo, ye see the man is mad: wherefore then have ye 
brought him to me? 

15 Have I need of mad men, that ye have brought this fellow to play the mad man in my 
presence? shall this fellow come into my house? 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER TWELVE 
Divisions 331-360 


33E 


1ST SAMUEL 22-23 


1 David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adullam: and when his brethren and 
all his father's house heard it, they went down thither to him. 


332. 

2 And every one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was 
discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were 
with him about four hundred men. 


333. 

3 And David went thence to Mizpeh of Moab: and he said unto the king of Moab, Let my father 
and my mother, I pray thee, come forth, and be with you, till I know what God will do for me. 

4 And he brought them before the king of Moab: and they dwelt with him all the while that David 
was in the hold. 


334. 

5 And the prophet Gad said unto David, Abide not in the hold; depart, and get thee into the land 
of Judah. Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hareth. 

335. 

6 When Saul heard that David was discovered, and the men that were with him, (now Saul abode 
in Gibeah under a tree in Ramah, having his spear in his hand, and all his servants were standing 
about him;) 

7 Then Saul said unto his servants that stood about him, Hear now, ye Benjamites; 

336. 

will the son of Jesse give every one of you fields and vineyards, and make you all captains of 
thousands, and captains of hundreds; 

8 That all of you have conspired against me, and there is none that sheweth me that my son hath 
made a league with the son of Jesse, and there is none of you that is sorry for me, or sheweth unto 
me that my son hath stirred up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as at this day? 

337. 

9 Then answered Doeg the Edomite, which was set over the servants of Saul, and said, I saw the 
son of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. 

10 And he enquired of the LORD for him, and gave him victuals, and gave him the sword of 
Goliath the Philistine. 


338. 

11 Then the king sent to call Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father's house, 
the priests that were in Nob: and they came all of them to the king. 

12 And Saul said, Hear now, thou son of Ahitub. And he answered, Here I am, my lord. 

339. 

13 And Saul said unto him, Why have ye conspired against me, thou and the son of Jesse, in that 
thou hast given him bread, and a sword, and hast enquired of God for him, that he should rise 
against me, to lie in wait, as at this day? 

340. 

14 Then Ahimelech answered the king, and said, And who is so faithful among all thy servants as 
David, which is the king's son in law, and goeth at thy bidding, and is honourable in thine house? 

15 Did I then begin to enquire of God for him? be it far from me: let not the king impute any 
thing unto his servant, nor to all the house of my father: for thy servant knew nothing of all this, 
less or more. 
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341 . 

16 And the king said. Thou shalt surely die, Ahimelech, thou, and all thy father's house. 

17 And the king said unto the footmen that stood about him. Turn, and slay the priests of the 
LORD; because their hand also is with David, and because they knew when he fled, and did not 
shew it to me. 


342. 

But the servants of the king would not put forth their hand to fall upon the priests of the LORD. 

18 And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, and fall upon the priests. 

343. 

And Doeg the Edomite turned, and he fell upon the priests, and slew on that day fourscore and 
five persons that did wear a linen ephod. 

19 And Nob, the city of the priests, smote he with the edge of the sword, both men and women, 
children and sucklings, and oxen, and asses, and sheep, with the edge of the sword. 

344. 

20 And one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped, and fled after 
David. 

21 And Abiathar shewed David that Saul had slain the LORD'S priests. 

345. 

22 And David said unto Abiathar, I knew it that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he 
would surely tell Saul: I have occasioned the death of all the persons of thy father's house. 

23 Abide thou with me, fear not: for he that seeketh my life seeketh thy life: but with me thou 
shalt be in safeguard. 


1ST SAMUEL 23 


346. 

1 Then they told David, saying, Behold, the Philistines fight against Keilah, and they rob the 
threshingfloors. 

2 Therefore David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go and smite these Philistines? And the 
LORD said unto David, Go, and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah. 


347. 

3 And David's men said unto him, Behold, we be afraid here in Judah: how much more then if we 
come to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines? 

4 Then David enquired of the LORD yet again. And the LORD answered him and said, Arise, go 
down to Keilah; for I will deliver the Philistines into thine hand. 


348. 

5 So David and his men went to Keilah, and fought with the Philistines, and brought away their 
cattle, and smote them with a great slaughter. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah. 

6 And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he came 
down with an ephod in his hand. 


349. 

7 And it was told Saul that David was come to Keilah. And Saul said, God hath delivered him 
into mine hand; for he is shut in, by entering into a town that hath gates and bars. 

8 And Saul called all the people together to war, to go down to Keilah, to besiege David and his 
men. 


350. 

9 And David knew that Saul secretly practised mischief against him; and he said to Abiathar the 
priest. Bring hither the ephod. 

10 Then said David, O LORD God of Israel, thy servant hath certainly heard that Saul seeketh to 
come to Keilah, to destroy the city for my sake. 
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351 . 

11 Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand? will Saul come down, as thy servant hath 
heard? O LORD God of Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy servant. And the LORD said, He will come 
down. 

12 Then said David, Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? And 
the LORD said. They will deliver thee up. 


352. 

13 Then David and his men, which were about six hundred, arose and departed out of Keilah, and 
went whithersoever they could go. And it was told Saul that David was escaped from Keilah; and 
he forbare to go forth. 

14 And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the 
wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his hand. 

353. 

15 And David saw that Saul was come out to seek his life: and David was in the wilderness of 
Ziph in a wood. 

16 And Jonathan Saul's son arose, and went to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in 
God. 


354. 

17 And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and thou 
shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and that also Saul my father knoweth. 

18 And they two made a covenant before the LORD: and David abode in the wood, and Jonathan 
went to his house. 


355. 

19 Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself with us in 
strong holds in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon? 

20 Now therefore, O king, come down according to all the desire of thy soul to come down; and 
our part shall be to deliver him into the king's hand. 

356. 

21 And Saul said, Blessed be ye of the LORD; for ye have compassion on me. 

22 Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know and see his place where his haunt is, and who hath seen 
him there: for it is told me that he dealeth very subtilly. 

357. 

23 See therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurking places where he hideth himself, and come 
ye again to me with the certainty, and I will go with you: and it shall come to pass, if he be in the 
land, that I will search him out throughout all the thousands of Judah. 

358. 

24 And they arose, and went to Ziph before Saul: but David and his men were in the wilderness 
of Maon, in the plain on the south of Jeshimon. 

25 Saul also and his men went to seek him. And they told David: wherefore he came down into a 
rock, and abode in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David in 
the wilderness of Maon. 

359. 

26 And Saul went on this side of the mountain, and David and his men on that side of the 
mountain: and David made haste to get away for fear of Saul; for Saul and his men compassed 
David and his men round about to take them. 

27 But there came a messenger unto Saul, saying, Haste thee, and come; for the Philistines have 
invaded the land. 

360. 

28 Wherefore Saul returned from pursuing after David, and went against the Philistines: therefore 
they called that place Selahammahlekoth. 

29 And David went up from thence, and dwelt in strong holds at En-gedi. 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
Divisions 361-380 


361. 


1ST SAMUEL 24 


1 And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following the Philistines, that it was told 
him, saying, Behold, David is in the wilderness of En-gedi. 


362. 

2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to seek David and his 
men upon the rocks of the wild goats. 


363. 

3 And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his 
feet: and David and his men remained in the sides of the cave. 

364. 

4 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the LORD said unto thee, 
Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good 
unto thee. 


365. 

Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily. 

5 And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt. 

366. 

6 And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the 
LORD'S anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD. 

367. 

7 So David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them not to rise against Saul. But 
Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on his way. 

368. 

8 David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried after Saul, saying, My lord the 
king. And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed 
himself. 


369. 

9 And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men's words, saying, Behold, David seeketh 
thy hurt? 


370. 

10 Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the LORD had delivered thee to day into mine 
hand in the cave: and some bade me kill thee: 

but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will not put forth mine hand against my lord; for he is the 
LORD'S anointed. 


371. 

11 Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the 
skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, 

know thou and see that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and I have not sinned 
against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take it. 
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'ill. 

12 The LORD judge between me and thee, and the LORD avenge me of thee: but mine hand 
shall not be upon thee. 

13 As saith the proverb of the ancients. Wickedness proceedeth from the wicked: but mine hand 
shall not be upon thee. 


373. 

14 After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, 
after a flea. 

15 The LORD therefore be judge, and judge between me and thee, and see, and plead my cause, 
and deliver me out of thine hand. 


374. 

16 And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speaking these words unto Saul, that 
Saul said, Is this thy voice, my son David? 


375. 

And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. 

17 And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I: for thou hast rewarded me good, 
whereas I have rewarded thee evil. 


376. 

18 And thou hast shewed this day how that thou hast dealt well with me: forasmuch as when the 
LORD had delivered me into thine hand, thou killedst me not. 

377. 

19 For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well away? 

wherefore the LORD reward thee good for that thou hast done unto me this day. 

378. 

20 And now, behold, I know well that thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel 
shall be established in thine hand. 


379. 

21 Swear now therefore unto me by the LORD, that thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, and 
that thou wilt not destroy my name out of my father's house. 

380. 

22 And David sware unto Saul. 

And Saul went home; but David and his men gat them up unto the hold. 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
Divisions 381-410 


381. 


1ST SAMUEL 25 


1 And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered together, and lamented him, and buried 
him in his house at Ramah. And David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran. 


382. 

2 And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very great, 
and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 

383. 

3 Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail: and she was a woman 
of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his 
doings; and he was of the house of Caleb. 


384. 

4 And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep. 

5 And David sent out ten young men, 


385. 

and David said unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in my 
name: 

6 And thus shall ye say to him that liveth in prosperity, Peace be both to thee, and peace be to 
thine house, and peace be unto all that thou hast. 


386. 

7 And now I have heard that thou hast shearers: now thy shepherds which were with us, we hurt 
them not, neither was there ought missing unto them, all the while they were in Carmel. 

387. 

8 Ask thy young men, and they will shew thee. Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine 
eyes: for we come in a good day: 


388. 

give, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy son David. 

9 And when David's young men came, they spake to Nabal according to all those words in the 
name of David, and ceased. 


389. 

10 And Nabal answered David's servants, and said. Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse? 

390. 

there be many servants now a days that break away every man from his master. 

11 Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and 
give it unto men, whom I know not whence they be? 

391. 

12 So David's young men turned their way, and went again, and came and told him all those 
sayings. 

13 And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man his sword. 

392. 

And they girded on every man his sword; and David also girded on his sword: 

and there went up after David about four hundred men; and two hundred abode by the stuff. 
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393. 

14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying. Behold, David sent messengers 
out of the wilderness to salute our master; and he railed on them. 

394. 

15 But the men were very good unto us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we any thing, as 
long as we were conversant with them, when we were in the fields: 

16 They were a wall unto us both by night and day, all the while we were with them keeping the 
sheep. 


395. 

17 Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do; for evil is determined against our master, 
and against all his household: for he is such a son of Belial, that a man cannot speak to him. 

396. 

18 Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five 
sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn , and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two 
hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses. 


397. 

19 And she said unto her servants, Go on before me; behold, I come after you. But she told not 
her husband Nabal. 

20 And it was so, as she rode on the ass, that she came down by the covert of the hill, and, 
behold, David and his men came down against her; and she met them. 

398. 

21 Now David had said, Surely in vain have I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so 
that nothing was missed of all that pertained unto him: and he hath requited me evil for good. 

22 So and more also do God unto the enemies of David, if I leave of all that pertain to him by the 
morning light any that pisseth against the wall. 


399. 

23 And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her 
face, and bowed herself to the ground, 

24 And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be\ and let thine 
handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine handmaid. 

400. 

25 Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even Nabal: for as his name is, so is he; 
Nabal is his name, and folly is with him: 

but I thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, whom thou didst send. 

401. 

26 Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the LORD hath 
withholden thee from coming to shed blood, and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, 

now let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. 

27 And now this blessing which thine handmaid hath brought unto my lord, let it even be given 
unto the young men that follow my lord. 


402. 

28 I pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine handmaid: for the LORD will certainly make my lord 
a sure house; because my lord fighteth the battles of the LORD, and evil hath not been found in 
thee all thy days. 


403. 

29 Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul: but the soul of my lord shall be bound 
in the bundle of life with the LORD thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling 
out, as out of the middle of a sling. 
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404. 

30 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall have done to my lord according to all the 
good that he hath spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee ruler over Israel; 

31 That this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, either that thou hast 
shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged himself: but when the LORD shall have dealt 
well with my lord, then remember thine handmaid. 

405. 

32 And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which sent thee this day to 
meet me: 

33 And blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day from coming to 
shed blood, and from avenging myself with mine own hand. 

406. 

34 For in very deed, as the LORD God of Israel liveth, which hath kept me back from hurting 
thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, surely there had not been left unto Nabal by 
the morning light any that pisseth against the wall. 

35 So David received of her hand that which she had brought him, and said unto her, Go up in 
peace to thine house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person. 

407. 

36 And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast in his house, like the feast of a king; 
and Nabal's heart was merry within him, for he was very drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, 
less or more, until the morning light. 

37 But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out of Nabal, and his wife had 
told him these things, that his heart died within him, and he became as a stone. 

408. 

38 And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD smote Nabal, that he died. 

39 And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the LORD, that hath pleaded 
the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant from evil: for the 
LORD hath returned the wickedness of Nabal upon his own head. And David sent and communed 
with Abigail, to take her to him to wife. 


409. 

40 And when the servants of David were come to Abigail to Carmel, they spake unto her, saying, 
David sent us unto thee, to take thee to him to wife. 

41 And she arose, and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said, Behold, let thine 
handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. 

410. 

42 And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five damsels of hers that went after 
her; and she went after the messengers of David, and became his wife. 

43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel; and they were also both of them his wives. 

44 But Saul had given Michal his daughter, David's wife, to Phalti the son of Laish, which was of 
Gallim. 
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The First Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
Divisions 411-440 


411. 


1ST SAMUEL 26-27 


1 And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, saying. Doth not David hide himself in the hill of 
Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon? 

2 Then Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand chosen men 
of Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. 


412. 

3 And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon, by the way. 

But David abode in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness. 

4 David therefore sent out spies, and understood that Saul was come in very deed. 


413. 

5 And David arose, and came to the place where Saul had pitched: 

and David beheld the place where Saul lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his host: 
and Saul lay in the trench, and the people pitched round about him. 


414. 

6 Then answered David and said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, 
brother to Joab, saying, Who will go down with me to Saul to the camp? 

And Abishai said, I will go down with thee. 


415. 

7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night: 

and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within the trench, and his spear stuck in the ground at his bolster: 
but Abner and the people lay round about him. 


416. 

8 Then said Abishai to David, God hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day: now 
therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even to the earth at once, and I will not smite 
him the second time. 


417. 

9 And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth his hand against the 
LORD'S anointed, and be guiltless? 


418. 

10 David said furthermore, As the LORD liveth, the LORD shall smite him; or his day shall come 
to die; or he shall descend into battle, and perish. 

11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand against the LORD'S anointed: but, I 
pray thee, take thou now the spear that is at his bolster, and the cruse of water, and let us go. 

419. 

12 So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's bolster; and they gat them away, 
and no man saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: for they were all asleep; because a deep sleep from 
the LORD was fallen upon them. 


420. 

13 Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of an hill afar off; a great space 
being between them: 

14 And David cried to the people, and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, 
Abner? 

Then Abner answered and said, Who art thou that criest to the king? 
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421 . 

15 And David said to Abner, Art not thou a valiant man? and who is like to thee in Israel? 
wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the king? for there came one of the people in to 
destroy the king thy lord. 


422. 

16 This thing is not good that thou hast done. 

As the LORD liveth, ye are worthy to die, because ye have not kept your master, the LORD'S 
anointed. And now see where the king's spear is, and the cruse of water that was at his bolster. 

423. 

17 And Saul knew David's voice, and said, Is this thy voice, my son David? 

And David said, It is my voice, my lord, O king. 

424. 

18 And he said, Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue after his servant? for what have I done? or 
what evil is in mine hand? 

19 Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words of his servant. 

425. 

If the LORD have stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering: 
but if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the LORD; 

for they have driven me out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the LORD, saying, Go, 
serve other gods. 


426. 

20 Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before the face of the LORD: for the king of 
Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains. 

427. 

21 Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more do thee harm, because 
my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, 1 have played the fool, and have erred 
exceedingly. 


428. 

22 And David answered and said, Behold the king's spear! and let one of the young men come 
over and fetch it. 

23 The LORD render to every man his righteousness and his faithfulness: for the LORD 
delivered thee into my hand to day, but I would not stretch forth mine hand against the LORD'S 
anointed. 


429. 

24 And, behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes, so let my life be much set by 
in the eyes of the LORD, and let him deliver me out of all tribulation. 

430. 

25 Then Saul said to David, Blessed be thou, my son David: thou shalt both do great things, and 
also shalt still prevail. So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place. 
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1ST SAMUEL 27 


431 . 

1 And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul: 
there is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philistines; 
and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in any coast of Israel: 
so shall I escape out of his hand. 


432. 

2 And David arose, and he passed over with the six hundred men that were with him unto Achish, 
the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 

3 And David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his household, even 
David with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal's wife. 

433. 

4 And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath: and he sought no more again for him. 

434. 

5 And David said unto Achish, If I have now found grace in thine eyes, let them give me a place 
in some town in the country, that I may dwell there: for why should thy servant dwell in the royal 
city with thee? 


435. 

6 Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day: wherefore Ziklag pertaineth unto the kings of Judah 
unto this day. 

7 And the time that David dwelt in the country of the Philistines was a full year and four months. 

436. 

8 And David and his men went up, and invaded the Geshurites, and the Gezrites, and the 
Amalekites: for those nations were of old the inhabitants of the land, as thou goest to Shur, even 
unto the land of Egypt. 


437. 

9 And David smote the land, and left neither man nor woman alive, and took away the sheep, and 
the oxen, and the asses, and the camels, and the apparel, and returned, and came to Achish. 

438. 

10 And Achish said, Whither have ye made a road to day? 

And David said, Against the south of Judah, and against the south of the Jerahmeelites, and 
against the south of the Kenites. 


439. 

11 And David saved neither man nor woman alive, to bring tidings to Gath, saying, Lest they 
should tell on us, saying, So did David, and so will be his manner all the while he dwelleth in the 
country of the Philistines. 


440. 

12 And Achish believed David, saying, He hath made his people Israel utterly to abhor him; 
therefore he shall be my servant for ever. 
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN 
Divisions 441-475 


441. 


1ST SAMUEL 28-29 


1 And it came to pass in those days, that the Philistines gathered their armies together for warfare, 
to fight with Israel. 

And Achish said unto David, Know thou assuredly, that thou shalt go out with me to battle, thou 
and thy men. 


442. 

2 And David said to Achish, Surely thou shalt know what thy servant can do. 

And Achish said to David, Therefore will I make thee keeper of mine head for ever. 

443. 

3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his 
own city. 

And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land. 

444. 

4 And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and came and pitched in Shunem: 
and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched in Gilboa. 

445. 

5 And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. 

6 And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by 
Urim, nor by prophets. 


446. 

7 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to 
her, and enquire of her. 

And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at En-dor. 

447. 

8 And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and 
they came to the woman by night: 

and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall 
name unto thee. 


448. 

9 And the woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off 
those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land: 

wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me to die? 

449. 

10 And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, 

As the LORD liveth, there shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing. 

450. 

11 Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? 

And he said, Bring me up Samuel. 


451. 

12 And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: 

and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. 
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452. 

13 And the king said unto her. Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? 

And the woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth. 

453. 

14 And he said unto her, What form is he of? 

And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle. 

454. 

And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed 
himself. 

15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? 

455. 

And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is 
departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: 

therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. 

456. 

16 Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from 
thee, and is become thine enemy? 

17 And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: 

457. 

for the LORD hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to 
David: 

18 Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon 
Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this day. 

458. 

19 Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to 
morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into the 
hand of the Philistines. 


459. 

20 Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the words of 
Samuel: and there was no strength in him; for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all the night. 

460. 

21 And the woman came unto Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, and said unto him, 
Behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put my life in my hand, and have 
hearkened unto thy words which thou spakest unto me. 

461. 

22 Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me set 
a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, that thou mayest have strength, when thou goest on thy way. 

462. 

23 But he refused, and said, I will not eat. 

463. 

But his servants, together with the woman, compelled him; and he hearkened unto their voice. 

So he arose from the earth, and sat upon the bed. 

464. 

24 And the woman had a fat calf in the house; and she hasted, and killed it, and took flour, and 
kneaded it, and did bake unleavened bread thereof: 
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465 . 

25 And she brought it before Saul, and before his servants; and they did eat. 
Then they rose up, and went away that night. 


1ST SAMUEL 29 


466. 

1 Now the Philistines gathered together all their armies to Aphek: and the Israelites pitched by a 
fountain which is in Jezreel. 

2 And the lords of the Philistines passed on by hundreds, and by thousands: but David and his 
men passed on in the rereward with Achish. 


467. 

3 Then said the princes of the Philistines, What do these Hebrews here ? 

And Achish said unto the princes of the Philistines, Is not this David, the servant of Saul the king 
of Israel, which hath been with me these days, or these years, 

and I have found no fault in him since he fell unto me unto this day? 

468. 

4 And the princes of the Philistines were wroth with him; and the princes of the Philistines said 
unto him, Make this fellow return, that he may go again to his place which thou hast appointed 
him, and let him not go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he be an adversary to us: 

for wherewith should he reconcile himself unto his master? should it not be with the heads of 
these men? 


469. 

5 Is not this David, of whom they sang one to another in dances, saying, Saul slew his thousands, 
and David his ten thousands? 


470. 

6 Then Achish called David, and said unto him, Surely, as the LORD liveth, thou hast been 
upright, and thy going out and thy coming in with me in the host is good in my sight: 

for I have not found evil in thee since the day of thy coming unto me unto this day: 

471. 

nevertheless the lords favour thee not. 

7 Wherefore now return, and go in peace, that thou displease not the lords of the Philistines. 

472. 

8 And David said unto Achish, But what have I done? 

and what hast thou found in thy servant so long as I have been with thee unto this day, that I may 
not go fight against the enemies of my lord the king? 

473. 

9 And Achish answered and said to David, 

I know that thou art good in my sight, as an angel of God: 

notwithstanding the princes of the Philistines have said, He shall not go up with us to the battle. 

474. 

10 Wherefore now rise up early in the morning with thy master's servants that are come with 
thee: and as soon as ye be up early in the morning, and have light, depart. 

475. 

11 So David and his men rose up early to depart in the morning, to return into the land of the 
Philistines. And the Philistines went up to Jezreel. 
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476. 


1ST SAMUEL 30-31 


1 And it came to pass, when David and his men were come to Ziklag on the third day, that the 
Amalekites had invaded the south, and Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag, and burned it with fire; 

2 And had taken the women captives, that were therein: they slew not any, either great or small, 
but carried them away, and went on their way. 


477. 

3 So David and his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned with fire; and their wives, 
and their sons, and their daughters, were taken captives. 

478. 

4 Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no 
more power to weep. 


479. 

5 And David's two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of 
Nabal the Carmelite. 

And he answered him. Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them , and without fail recover all. 

480. 

9 So David went, he and the six hundred men that were with him, and came to the brook Besor, 
where those that were left behind stayed. 


481. 

10 But David pursued, he and four hundred men: for two hundred abode behind, which were so 
faint that they could not go over the brook Besor. 

482. 

11 And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, and gave him bread, and 
he did eat; and they made him drink water; 

12 And they gave him a piece of a cake of figs, and two clusters of raisins: 

and when he had eaten, his spirit came again to him: for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any 
water, three days and three nights. 


483. 

13 And David said unto him, To whom belongest thou? and whence art thou? 

And he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite; and my master left me, 
because three days agone I fell sick. 

14 We made an invasion upon the south of the Cherethites, and upon the coast which belongeth 
to Judah, and upon the south of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire. 

484. 

15 And David said to him, Canst thou bring me down to this company? 

And he said, Swear unto me by God, that thou wilt neither kill me, nor deliver me into the hands 
of my master, and I will bring thee down to this company. 

485. 

16 And when he had brought him down, behold, they were spread abroad upon all the earth, 
eating and drinking, and dancing, because of all the great spoil that they had taken out of the land 
of the Philistines, and out of the land of Judah. 
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486. 

17 And David smote them from the twilight even unto the evening of the next day: and there 
escaped not a man of them, save four hundred young men, which rode upon camels, and fled. 

487. 

18 And David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away: and David rescued his two 
wives. 

19 And there was nothing lacking to them, neither small nor great, neither sons nor daughters, 
neither spoil, nor any thing that they had taken to them: David recovered all. 

488. 

20 And David took all the flocks and the herds, which they drave before those other cattle, and 
said, This is David's spoil. 


489. 

21 And David came to the two hundred men, which were so faint that they could not follow 
David, whom they had made also to abide at the brook Besor: and they went forth to meet David, 
and to meet the people that were with him: 

and when David came near to the people, he saluted them. 

490. 

22 Then answered all the wicked men and men of Belial, of those that went with David, and said, 
Because they went not with us, we will not give them ought of the spoil that we have recovered, 
save to every man his wife and his children, that they may lead them away, and depart. 

491. 

23 Then said David, Ye shall not do so, my brethren, with that which the LORD hath given us, 
who hath preserved us, and delivered the company that came against us into our hand. 

492. 

24 For who will hearken unto you in this matter? but as his part is that goeth down to the battle, 
so shall his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part alike. 

25 And it was so from that day forward, that he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel unto 
this day. 


493. 

26 And when David came to Ziklag, he sent of the spoil unto the elders of Judah, even to his 
friends, saying, Behold a present for you of the spoil of the enemies of the LORD; 

27 To them which were in Beth-el, and to them which were in south Ramoth, and to them which 
were in Jattir, 


494. 

28 And to them which were in Aroer, and to them which were in Siphmoth, and to them which 
were in Eshtemoa, 

29 And to them which were in Rachal, and to them which were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, 
and to them which were in the cities of the Kenites, 

495. 

30 And to them which were in Hormah, and to them which were in Chorashan, and to them which 
were in Athach, 

31 And to them which were in Hebron, and to all the places where David himself and his men 
were wont to haunt. 
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1ST SAMUEL 31 


496 . 

1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, 
and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. 

2 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines slew 
Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchi-shua, Saul's sons. 

3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of the 
archers. 


497. 

4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest 
these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer would not; 
for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 

5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died 
with him. 


498. 

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day together. 

7 And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of the valley, and they that were on the 
other side Jordan, saw that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they 
forsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

499. 

8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found 
Saul and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa. 

9 And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and sent into the land of the Philistines 
round about, to publish it in the house of their idols, and among the people. 

10 And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth: and they fastened his body to the wall of 
Beth-shan. 


500. 

11 And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that which the Philistines had done to 
Saul; 

12 All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his 
sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. 

13 And they took their bones, and buried them under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 
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The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-30 


Otherwise named 

The Second Book of the Kings of Israel 


2ND SAMUEL 1-2 


1 . 

1 Now it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David was returned from the slaughter of the 
Amalekites, and David had abode two days in Ziklag; 

2 It came even to pass on the third day, that, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul with 
his clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and so it was, when he came to David, that he fell to the 
earth, and did obeisance. 


2 . 

3 And David said unto him, From whence comest thou? 

And he said unto him, Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped. 

3. 

4 And David said unto him, How went the matter? I pray thee, tell me. 

And he answered, That the people are fled from the battle, and many of the people also are fallen 
and dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also. 

4. 

5 And David said unto the young man that told him, How knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan 
his son be dead? 

6 And the young man that told him said, As I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, 
Saul leaned upon his spear; and, lo, the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him. 

5. 

7 And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called unto me. And I answered, Here am I. 

8 And he said unto me, Who art thou? And I answered him, I am an Amalekite. 

6 . 

9 He said unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, upon me, and slay me: for anguish is come upon me, 
because my life is yet whole in me. 

10 So I stood upon him, and slew him, because I was sure that he could not live after that he was 
fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have 
brought them hither unto my lord. 


7. 

11 Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with 
him: 

12 And they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for 
the people of the LORD, and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword. 


8 . 

13 And David said unto the young man that told him, Whence art thou? And he answered, I am 
the son of a stranger, an Amalekite. 

14 And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the 
LORD'S anointed? 


9. 

15 And David called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. And he smote 
him that he died. 

16 And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head; for thy mouth hath testified against 
thee, saying, I have slain the LORD'S anointed. 
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10 . 

17 And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son: 

18 (Also he bade them teach the children of Judah the use of the bow: behold, it is written in the 
book of Jasher.) [Samuel?] [Jasher was written before Judges] 

11 . 

19 The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen! 

20 Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon; lest the daughters of the Philistines 
rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. 

12 . 

21 Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain, upon you, nor fields of 
offerings: for there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as though he had 
not been anointed with oil. 


13. 

22 From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, 
and the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not 
divided: they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. 

14. 

24 Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, who 
put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 

25 How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high 
places. 


15. 

26 I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love 
to me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 

27 How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished! 


2ND SAMUEL 2 


16. 

1 And it came to pass after this, that David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up into any 
of the cities of Judah? 

And the LORD said unto him. Go up. 

And David said, Whither shall I go up? 

And he said, Unto Hebron. 


17. 

2 So David went up thither, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail Nabal's 
wife the Carmelite. 

3 And his men that were with him did David bring up, every man with his household: and they 
dwelt in the cities of Hebron. 

18. 

4 And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. 

And they told David, saying, That the men of Jabesh-gilead were they that buried Saul. 

5 And David sent messengers unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, and said unto them, Blessed be ye 
of the LORD, that ye have shewed this kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have buried 
him. 


19. 

6 And now the LORD shew kindness and truth unto you: and I also will requite you this 
kindness, because ye have done this thing. 

7 Therefore now let your hands be strengthened, and be ye valiant: for your master Saul is dead, 
and also the house of Judah have anointed me king over them. 
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20 . 

8 But Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's host, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and brought 
him over to Mahanaim; 

9 And made him king over Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, 
and over Benjamin, and over all Israel. 


21 . 

10 Ish-bosheth Saul's son was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and reigned two 
years. But the house of Judah followed David. 

11 And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six 
months. 


22 . 

12 And Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, went out from 
Mahanaim to Gibeon. 

13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David, went out, and met together by the 
pool of Gibeon: and they sat down, the one on the one side of the pool, and the other on the other 
side of the pool. 

14 And Abner said to Joab, Let the young men now arise, and play before us. And Joab said, Let 
them arise. 


23. 

15 Then there arose and went over by number twelve of Benjamin, which pertained to Ish- 
bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of the servants of David. 

16 And they caught every one his fellow by the head, and thrust his sword in his fellow's side; so 
they fell down together: wherefore that place was called Helkath-hazzurim, which is in Gibeon. 

17 And there was a very sore battle that day; and Abner was beaten, and the men of Israel, before 
the servants of David. 


24. 

18 And there were three sons of Zeruiah there, Joab, and Abishai, and Asahel: 
and Asahel was as light of foot as a wild roe. 

19 And Asahel pursued after Abner; and in going he turned not to the right hand nor to the left 
from following Abner. 


25. 

20 Then Abner looked behind him, and said, Art thou Asahel? And he answered, I am. 

21 And Abner said to him, Turn thee aside to thy right hand or to thy left, and lay thee hold on 
one of the young men, and take thee his armour. But Asahel would not turn aside from following of 
him. 


26. 

22 And Abner said again to Asahel, Turn thee aside from following me: wherefore should I smite 
thee to the ground? how then should I hold up my face to Joab thy brother? 

23 Howbeit he refused to turn aside: wherefore Abner with the hinder end of the spear smote him 
under the fifth rib, that the spear came out behind him; and he fell down there, and died in the same 
place: and it came to pass, that as many as came to the place where Asahel fell down and died 
stood still. 


27. 

24 Joab also and Abishai pursued after Abner: and the sun went down when they were come to 
the hill of Ammah, that lieth before Giah by the way of the wilderness of Gibeon. 

25 And the children of Benjamin gathered themselves together after Abner, and became one 
troop, and stood on the top of an hill. 


28. 

26 Then Abner called to Joab, and said, Shall the sword devour for ever? knowest thou not that it 
will be bitterness in the latter end? how long shall it be then, ere thou bid the people return from 
following their brethren? 


512 



27 And Joab said. As God liveth, unless thou hadst spoken, surely then in the morning the people 
had gone up every one from following his brother. 

29. 

28 So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the people stood still, and pursued after Israel no more, 
neither fought they any more. 

29 And Abner and his men walked all that night through the plain, and passed over Jordan, and 
went through all Bithron, and they came to Mahanaim. 

30. 

30 And Joab returned from following Abner: and when he had gathered all the people together, 
there lacked of David's servants nineteen men and Asahel. 

31 But the servants of David had smitten of Benjamin, and of Abner's men, so that three hundred 
and threescore men died. 

32 And they took up Asahel, and buried him in the sepulchre of his father, which was in Beth¬ 
lehem. And Joab and his men went all night, and they came to Hebron at break of day. 


The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER TWO 
Divisions 31-65 


31. 


2ND SAMUEL 3-4 


1 Now there was long war between the house of Saul and the house of David: but David waxed 
stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. 

2 And unto David were sons bom in Hebron: and his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess; 

3 And his second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; 


32. 

and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; 

4 And the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; 
and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 

5 And the sixth, Ithream, by Eglah David's wife. These were born to David in Hebron. 


33. 

6 And it came to pass, while there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, 
that Abner made himself strong for the house of Saul. 

7 And Saul had a concubine, whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah: and Ish-bosheth said 
to Abner, Wherefore hast thou gone in unto my father's concubine? 


34. 

8 Then was Abner very wroth for the words of Ish-bosheth, and said, Am I a dog's head, which 
against Judah do shew kindness this day unto the house of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to 
his friends, and have not delivered thee into the hand of David, that thou chargest me to day with a 
fault concerning this woman? 


35. 

9 So do God to Abner, and more also, except, as the LORD hath sworn to David, even so I do to 
him; 

10 To translate the kingdom from the house of Saul, and to set up the throne of David over Israel 
and over Judah, from Dan even to Beer-sheba. 

11 And he could not answer Abner a word again, because he feared him. 

36. 

12 And Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf, saying, Whose is the land? saying also, 
Make thy league with me, and, behold, my hand shall be with thee, to bring about all Israel unto 
thee. 

13 And he said, Well; I will make a league with thee: but one thing I require of thee, that is, Thou 
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shalt not see my face, except thou first bring Michal Saul's daughter, when thou comest to see my 
face. 


37. 

14 And David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth Saul's son, saying, Deliver me my wife Michal, 
which I espoused to me for an hundred foreskins of the Philistines. 

15 And Ish-bosheth sent, and took her from her husband, even from Phaltiel the son of Laish. 

38. 

16 And her husband went with her along weeping behind her to Bahurim. Then said Abner unto 
him, Go, return. And he returned. 

17 And Abner had communication with the elders of Israel, saying, Ye sought for David in times 
past to be king over you: 


39. 

18 Now then do it: for the LORD hath spoken of David, saying, By the hand of my servant David 
I will save my people Israel out of the hand of the Philistines, and out of the hand of all their 
enemies. 

19 And Abner also spake in the ears of Benjamin: and Abner went also to speak in the ears of 
David in Hebron all that seemed good to Israel, and that seemed good to the whole house of 
Benjamin. 


40. 

20 So Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty men with him. And David made Abner and 
the men that were with him a feast. 

21 And Abner said unto David, I will arise and go, and will gather all Israel unto my lord the 
king, that they may make a league with thee, and that thou mayest reign over all that thine heart 
desireth. And David sent Abner away; and he went in peace. 

41. 

22 And, behold, the servants of David and Joab came from pursuing a troop, and brought in a 
great spoil with them: but Abner was not with David in Hebron; for he had sent him away, and he 
was gone in peace. 

23 When Joab and all the host that was with him were come, they told Joab, saying, Abner the 
son of Ner came to the king, and he hath sent him away, and he is gone in peace. 

42. 

24 Then Joab came to the king, and said, What hast thou done? behold, Abner came unto thee; 
why is it that thou hast sent him away, and he is quite gone? 

25 Thou knowest Abner the son of Ner, that he came to deceive thee, and to know thy going out 
and thy coming in, and to know all that thou doest. 

43. 

26 And when Joab was come out from David, he sent messengers after Abner, which brought him 
again from the well of Sirah: but David knew it not. 

27 And when Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with him 
quietly, and smote him there under the fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother. 

44. 

28 And afterward when David heard it, he said, I and my kingdom are guiltless before the LORD 
for ever from the blood of Abner the son of Ner: 

29 Let it rest on the head of Joab, and on all his father's house; and let there not fail from the 
house of Joab one that hath an issue, or that is a leper, or that leaneth on a staff, or that falleth on 
the sword, or that lacketh bread. 


45. 

30 So Joab and Abishai his brother slew Abner, because he had slain their brother Asahel at 
Gibeon in the battle. 
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46 . 

31 And David said to Joab, and to all the people that were with him, Rend your clothes, and gird 
you with sackcloth, and mourn before Abner. And king David himself followed the bier. 

32 And they buried Abner in Hebron: and the king lifted up his voice, and wept at the grave of 
Abner; and all the people wept. 


47. 

33 And the king lamented over Abner, and said, Died Abner as a fool dieth? 

34 Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into fetters: as a man falleth before wicked men, 
so fellest thou. 


48. 

And all the people wept again over him. 

35 And when all the people came to cause David to eat meat while it was yet day, David sware, 
saying, So do God to me, and more also, if I taste bread, or ought else, till the sun be down. 

49. 

36 And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased them: as whatsoever the king did pleased all 
the people. 

37 For all the people and all Israel understood that day that it was not of the king to slay Abner 
the son of Ner. 


50. 

38 And the king said unto his servants, Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man fallen 
this day in Israel? 

39 And I am this day weak, though anointed king; and these men the sons of Zeruiah be too hard 
for me: the LORD shall reward the doer of evil according to his wickedness. 


2ND SAMUEL 4 


51. 

1 And when Saul's son heard that Abner was dead in Hebron, his hands were feeble, and all the 
Israelites were troubled. 


52. 

2 And Saul's son had two men that were captains of bands: the name of the one was Baanah, and 
the name of the other Rechab, the sons of Rimmon a Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin: (for 
Beeroth also was reckoned to Benjamin: 

3 And the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and were sojourners there until this day.) 

53. 

4 And Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son that was lame of his feet. He was five years old when the 
tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, and tied: and it came 
to pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth. 

54. 

5 And the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about the heat of 
the day to the house of Ish-bosheth, who lay on a bed at noon. 

6 And they came thither into the midst of the house, as though they would have fetched wheat; 

55. 

and they smote him under the fifth rib : and Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. 

7 For when they came into the house, he lay on his bed in his bedchamber, and they smote him, 
and slew him, and beheaded him, and took his head, and gat them away through the plain all night. 

56. 

8 And they brought the head of Ish-bosheth unto David to Hebron, and said to the king, Behold 
the head of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul thine enemy, which sought thy life; and the LORD hath 
avenged my lord the king this day of Saul, and of his seed. 
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57. 

9 And David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and 
said unto them. As the LORD liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all adversity, 

58. 

10 When one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I took 
hold of him, and slew him in Ziklag, who thought that I would have given him a reward for his 
tidings: 


59. 

11 How much more, when wicked men have slain a righteous person in his own house upon his 
bed? shall I not therefore now require his blood of your hand, and take you away from the earth? 

60. 

12 And David commanded his young men, and they slew them, and cut off their hands and their 
feet, and hanged them up over the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth, and 
buried it in the sepulchre of Abner in Hebron. 


The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER THREE 
Divisions 61-90 


2ND SAMUEL 5-6 


61. 

1 Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy 
bone and thy flesh. 


62. 

2 Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in 
Israel: 

and the LORD said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over 
Israel. 


63. 

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a league with them 
in Hebron before the LORD: and they anointed David king over Israel. 

64. 

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months: and in Jerusalem he reigned 
thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah. 


65. 

6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: 
which spake unto David, saying. Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not come 
in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither. 

7 Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David. 

66 . 

8 And David said on that day, Whosoever getteth up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jebusites, and 
the lame and the blind, that are hated of David's soul, he shall be chief and captain. Wherefore they 
said, The blind and the lame shall not come into the house. 

67. 

9 So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city of David. And David built round about from 
Millo and inward. 

10 And David went on, and grew great, and the LORD God of hosts was with him. 
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68 . 

11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, and 
masons: and they built David an house. 

12 And David perceived that the LORD had established him king over Israel, and that he had 
exalted his kingdom for his people Israel's sake. 


69. 

13 And David took him more concubines and wives out of Jerusalem, after he was come from 
Hebron: and there were yet sons and daughters born to David. 

14 And these be the names of those that were born unto him in Jerusalem; 

70. 

Shammua, and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, 

15 Ibhar also, and Elishua, and Nepheg, and Japhia, 

16 And Elishama, and Eliada, and Eliphalet. 


71. 

17 But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the 
Philistines came up to seek David; and David heard of it, and went down to the hold. 

18 The Philistines also came and spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim. 

72. 

19 And David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver 
them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto David, Go up: for I will doubtless deliver the 
Philistines into thine hand. 


73. 

20 And David came to Baal-perazim, and David smote them there, and said, The LORD hath 
broken forth upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of waters. Therefore he called the name 
of that place Baal-perazim. 

21 And there they left their images, and David and his men burned them. 

74. 

22 And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim. 

23 And when David enquired of the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not go up; but fetch a compass 
behind them, and come upon them over against the mulberry trees. 

75. 

24 And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that 
then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the LORD go out before thee, to smite the host of the 
Philistines. 

25 And David did so, as the LORD had commanded him; and smote the Philistines from Geba 
until thou come to Gazer. 


2ND SAMUEL 6 


76. 

1 Again, David gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 

2 And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to bring 
up from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the LORD of hosts that 
dwelleth between the cherubims. 


77. 

3 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that 
was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. 

4 And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark 
of God: and Ahio went before the ark. 
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78 . 

5 And David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD on all manner of instruments 
made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on comets, and on 
cymbals. 


79. 

6 And when they came to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, 
and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. 

7 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; 
and there he died by the ark of God. 


80. 

8 And David was displeased, because the LORD had made a breach upon Uzzah: and he called 
the name of the place Perez-uzzah to this day. 

9 And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and said. How shall the ark of the LORD come to 
me? 


81. 

10 So David would not remove the ark of the LORD unto him into the city of David: but David 
carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 

11 And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and 
the LORD blessed Obed-edom, and all his household. 

82. 

12 And it was told king David, saying, The LORD hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all 
that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of God 
from the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with gladness. 

83. 

13 And it was so, that when they that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed 
oxen and fatlings. 

14 And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen 
ephod. 


84. 

15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with 
the sound of the trumpet. 

16 And as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal Saul's daughter looked 
through a window, and saw king David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised 
him in her heart. 


85. 

17 And they brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in his place, in the midst of the tabernacle 
that David had pitched for it: and David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the 
LORD. 


86 . 

18 And as soon as David had made an end of offering burnt offerings and peace offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts. 

87. 

19 And he dealt among all the people, even among the whole multitude of Israel, as well to the 
women as men, to every one a cake of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine. So all 
the people departed every one to his house. 

88 . 

20 Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to 
meet David, and said, How glorious was the king of Israel to day, who uncovered himself to day in 
the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth 
himself! 
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89 . 

21 And David said unto Michal, It was before the LORD, which chose me before thy father, and 
before all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel: therefore will I 
play before the LORD. 


90. 

22 And I will yet be more vile than thus, and will be base in mine own sight: and of the 
maidservants which thou hast spoken of, of them shall I be had in honour. 

23 Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death. 


The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 91-120 


91. 


2ND SAMUEL 7-8 


1 And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and the LORD had given him rest round 
about from all his enemies; 

2 That the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark 
of God dwelleth within curtains. 


92. 

3 And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart; for the LORD is with thee. 

4 And it came to pass that night, that the word of the LORD came unto Nathan, saying, 

5 Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the LORD, 

93. 

Shalt thou build me an house for me to dwell in? 

6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of Israel out 
of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 

94. 

7 In all the places wherein I have walked with all the children of Israel spake I a word with any 
of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not me 
an house of cedar? 

8 Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

95. 

I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel: 

9 And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy 
sight, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth. 

96. 

10 Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell 
in a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any 
more, as beforetime, 

11 And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused 
thee to rest from all thine enemies. 


97. 

Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house. 

12 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 

98. 

13 He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 

14 1 will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the 
rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: 
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99 . 

15 But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before 
thee. 

16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be 
established for ever. 


100 . 

17 According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David. 

18 Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he said, 

101 . 

Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? 

19 And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou hast spoken also of thy 
servant's house for a great while to come. 


102 . 

And is this the manner of man, O Lord GOD? 

20 And what can David say more unto thee? for thou, Lord GOD, knowest thy servant. 

103. 

21 For thy word's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all these great things, to 
make thy servant know them. 


104. 

22 Wherefore thou art great, O LORD God: for there is none like thee, neither is there any God 
beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 

105. 

23 And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to 
redeem for a people to himself, and to make him a name, and to do for you great things and 
terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee from Egypt, from the 
nations and their gods? 


106. 

24 For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to be a people unto thee for ever: and 
thou, LORD, art become their God. 


107. 

25 And now, O LORD God, the word that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant, and 
concerning his house, establish it for ever, and do as thou hast said. 

108. 

26 And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying, The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel: 
and let the house of thy servant David be established before thee. 

27 For thou, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to thy servant, saying, I will build 
thee an house: 


109. 

therefore hath thy servant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. 

28 And now, O Lord GOD, thou art that God, and thy words be true, and thou hast promised this 
goodness unto thy servant: 


110 . 

29 Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may continue for ever 
before thee: 

for thou, O Lord GOD, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant be 
blessed for ever. 
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2ND SAMUEL 8 


111 . 

1 And after this it came to pass, that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them: and David 
took Metheg-ammah out of the hand of the Philistines. 

2 And he smote Moab, and measured them with a line, casting them down to the ground; even 
with two lines measured he to put to death, and with one full line to keep alive. 

And so the Moabites became David's servants, and brought gifts. 

112 . 

3 David smote also Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his border 
at the river Euphrates. 

4 And David took from him a thousand chariots, and seven hundred horsemen, and twenty 
thousand footmen: and David houghed all the chariot horses , but reserved of them for an hundred 
chariots. 


113. 

5 And when the Syrians of Damascus came to succour Hadadezer king of Zobah, David slew of 
the Syrians two and twenty thousand men. 

6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus: and the Syrians became servants to David, and 
brought gifts. And the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went. 

114. 

7 And David took the shields of gold that were on the servants of Hadadezer, and brought them to 
Jerusalem. 

8 And from Betah, and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, king David took exceeding much 
brass. 


115. 

9 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had smitten all the host of Hadadezer, 

10 Then Toi sent Joram his son unto king David, to salute him, and to bless him, because he had 
fought against Hadadezer, and smitten him: for Hadadezer had wars with Toi. 

116. 

And Joram brought with him vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and vessels of brass: 

11 Which also king David did dedicate unto the LORD, with the silver and gold that he had 
dedicated of all nations which he subdued; 

12 Of Syria, and of Moab, and of the children of Ammon, and of the Philistines, and of Amalek, 
and of the spoil of Hadadezer, son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 

117. 

13 And David gat him a name when he returned from smiting of the Syrians in the valley of salt, 
being eighteen thousand men. 

14 And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom put he garrisons, and all they of Edom 
became David's servants. 


118. 

And the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went. 

15 And David reigned over all Israel; and David executed judgment and justice unto all his 
people. 


119. 

16 And Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was 
recorder; 

17 And Zadok the son of Ahitub, and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, were the priests; 

120 . 

and Seraiah was the scribe; 

18 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over both the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David's 
sons were chief rulers. 
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The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Divisions 121-145 


121 . 


2ND SAMUEL 9-10 


1 And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness 
for Jonathan's sake? 


122 . 

2 And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose name was Ziba. 

And when they had called him unto David, the king said unto him, Art thou Ziba? 
And he said, Thy servant is he. 


123. 

3 And the king said. Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that 1 may shew the kindness of 
God unto him? 

And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet. 

124. 

4 And the king said unto him, Where is he? 

And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lo- 
debar. 

5 Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from 
Lo-debar. 


125. 

6 Now when Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, he fell 
on his face, and did reverence. 

And David said, Mephibosheth. 

And he answered, Behold thy servant! 

126. 

7 And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy 
father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my 
table continually. 

8 And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead 
dog as I ami 


127. 

9 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said unto him, I have given unto thy master's 
son all that pertained to Saul and to all his house. 

10 Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, 
and thou shalt bring in the fruits, that thy master's son may have food to eat: 
but Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread alway at my table. 

128. 

Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 

11 Then said Ziba unto the king, According to all that my lord the king hath commanded his 
servant, so shall thy servant do. 

As for Mephibosheth, [said the king ], he shall eat at my table, as one of the king's sons. 

129. 

12 And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name was Micha. 

And all that dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants unto Mephibosheth. 

130. 

13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat continually at the king's table; and was 
lame on both his feet. 
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2ND SAMUEL 10 


131 . 

1 And it came to pass after this, that the king of the children of Ammon died, and Hanun his son 
reigned in his stead. 

2 Then said David, I will shew kindness unto Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father shewed 
kindness unto me. 


132. 

And David sent to comfort him by the hand of his servants for his father. And David's servants 
came into the land of the children of Ammon. 

3 And the princes of the children of Ammon said unto Hanun their lord, 

133. 

Thinkest thou that David doth honour thy father, that he hath sent comforters unto thee? hath not 
David rather sent his servants unto thee, to search the city, and to spy it out, and to overthrow it? 

134. 

4 Wherefore Hanun took David's servants, and shaved off the one half of their beards, and cut off 
their garments in the middle, even to their buttocks, and sent them away. 

135. 

5 When they told it unto David, he sent to meet them, because the men were greatly ashamed: 
and the king said, Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown, and then return. 

136. 

6 And when the children of Ammon saw that they stank before David, the children of Ammon 
sent and hired the Syrians of Beth-rehob, and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty thousand footmen, and of 
king Maacah a thousand men, and of Ish-tob twelve thousand men. 

137. 

7 And when David heard of it, he sent Joab, and all the host of the mighty men. 

8 And the children of Ammon came out, and put the battle in array at the entering in of the gate: 
and the Syrians of Zoba, and of Rehob, and Ish-tob, and Maacah, were by themselves in the field. 

138. 

9 When Joab saw that the front of the battle was against him before and behind, he chose of all 
the choice men of Israel, and put them in array against the Syrians: 

10 And the rest of the people he delivered into the hand of Abishai his brother, that he might put 
them in array against the children of Ammon. 


139. 

11 And he said, If the Syrians be too strong for me, then thou shalt help me: 
but if the children of Ammon be too strong for thee, then I will come and help thee. 


140. 

12 Be of good courage, and let us play the men for our people, and for the cities of our God: and 
the LORD do that which seemeth him good. 


141. 

13 And Joab drew nigh, and the people that were with him, unto the battle against the Syrians: 
and they fled before him. 

14 And when the children of Ammon saw that the Syrians were fled, then fled they also before 
Abishai, and entered into the city. 

So Joab returned from the children of Ammon, and came to Jerusalem. 

142. 

15 And when the Syrians saw that they were smitten before Israel, they gathered themselves 
together. 

16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought out the Syrians that were beyond the river: 

and they came to Helam; and Shobach the captain of the host of Hadarezer went before them. 
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143. 

17 And when it was told David, he gathered all Israel together, and passed over Jordan, and came 
to Helam. 

And the Syrians set themselves in array against David, and fought with him. 

144. 

18 And the Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew the men of seven hundred chariots of the 
Syrians, and forty thousand horsemen, and smote Shobach the captain of their host, who died there. 

145. 

19 And when all the kings that were servants to Hadarezer saw that they were smitten before 
Israel, they made peace with Israel, and served them. 

So the Syrians feared to help the children of Ammon any more. 


The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER SIX 
Divisions 146-180 


2ND SAMUEL 11-12 


146. 

1 And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that 
David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of 
Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem. 


147. 

2 And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the 
roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was 
very beautiful to look upon. 


148. 

3 And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? 

4 And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for 
she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house. 

149. 

5 And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am with child. 

6 And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. 

And Joab sent Uriah to David. 


150. 

7 And when Uriah was come unto him, David demanded of him how Joab did, and how the 
people did, and how the war prospered. 

8 And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. 

And Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess of meat from the king. 

151. 

9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and went not 
down to his house. 

10 And when they had told David, saying, Uriah went not down unto his house, David said unto 
Uriah, Camest thou not from thy journey? why then didst thou not go down unto thine house? 

152. 

11 And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord Joab, 
and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; 

shall I then go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? 

as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing. 
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153 . 

12 And David said to Uriah, Tany here to day also, and to morrow I will let thee depart. So Uriah 
abode in Jerusalem that day, and the morrow. 

13 And when David had called him, he did eat and drink before him; and he made him drunk: 
and at even he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but went not down to his 
house. 


154. 

14 And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand 
of Uriah. 

15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire 
ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die. 


155. 

16 And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he assigned Uriah unto a place where 
he knew that valiant men were. 

17 And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell some of the people of 
the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite died also. 

156. 

18 Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war; 

19 And charged the messenger, saying. When thou hast made an end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king, 

20 And if so be that the king's wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 

157. 

Wherefore approached ye so nigh unto the city when ye did fight? knew ye not that they would 
shoot from the wall? 

21 Who smote Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? 

did not a woman cast a piece of a millstone upon him from the wall, that he died in Thebez? 

why went ye nigh the wall? 

then say thou, Thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. 

158. 

22 So the messenger went, and came and shewed David all that Joab had sent him for. 

23 And the messenger said unto David, Surely the men prevailed against us, and came out unto 
us into the field, and we were upon them even unto the entering of the gate. 

24 And the shooters shot from off the wall upon thy servants; and some of the king's servants be 
dead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. 

159. 

25 Then David said unto the messenger, Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing 
displease thee, for the sword devoureth one as well as another: make thy battle more strong against 
the city, and overthrow it: and encourage thou him. 

160. 

26 And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her 
husband. 

27 And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house, and she became his 
wife, and bare him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD. 
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161 . 


2ND SAMUEL 12 


1 And die LORD sent Nathan unto David. 

And he came unto him, and said unto him, 

There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. 

2 The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: 

162. 

3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished 
up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of 
his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 

163. 

4 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his 
own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, 
and dressed it for the man that was come to him. 


164. 

5 And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD 
liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: 

6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. 

165. 

7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed 
thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 

8 And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the 
house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee 
such and such things. 


166. 

9 Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? 

thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast 
slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. 

167. 

10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, 
and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. 

168. 

11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I 
will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy 
wives in the sight of this sun. 

12 For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. 

169. 

13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, 
The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. 

14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to 
blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die. 

170. 

15 And Nathan departed unto his house. 

And the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it was very sick. 

171. 

16 David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night 
upon the earth. 

17 And the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him up from the earth: but he 
would not, neither did he eat bread with them. 
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172 . 

18 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And the servants of David feared 
to tell him that the child was dead: for they said. Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake 
unto him, and he would not hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex himself, if we tell him 
that the child is dead? 


173. 

19 But when David saw that his servants whispered, David perceived that the child was dead: 
therefore David said unto his servants, Is the child dead? 

And they said, He is dead. 


174. 

20 Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, 
and came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when 
he required, they set bread before him, and he did eat. 

175. 

21 Then said his servants unto him, What thing is this that thou hast done? thou didst fast and 
weep for the child, while it was alive; but when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread. 

176. 

22 And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can tell whether 
GOD will be gracious to me, that the child may live? 

23 But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but 
he shall not return to me. 


177. 

24 And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: and she 
bare a son, and he called his name Solomon: and the LORD loved him. 

25 And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, because of 
the LORD. 


178. 

26 And Joab fought against Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and took the royal city. 

27 And Joab sent messengers to David, and said, I have fought against Rabbah, and have taken 
the city of waters. 

28 Now therefore gather the rest of the people together, and encamp against the city, and take it: 
lest I take the city, and it be called after my name. 

179. 

29 And David gathered all the people together, and went to Rabbah, and fought against it, and 
took it. 

30 And he took their king's crown from off his head, the weight whereof was a talent of gold with 
the precious stones: and it was set on David's head. 

180. 

And he brought forth the spoil of the city in great abundance. 

31 And he brought forth the people that were therein, and put them under saws, and under 
harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and made them pass through the brickkiln: and thus did he 
unto all the cities of the children of Ammon. So David and all the people returned unto Jerusalem. 
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The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
Divisions 181-205 


181. 


2ND SAMUEL 13 


1 And it came to pass after this, that Absalom the son of David had a fair sister, whose name was 
Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her. 

2 And Amnon was so vexed, that he fell sick for his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin; and 
Amnon thought it hard for him to do any thing to her. 


182. 

3 But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David's brother: and 
Jonadab was a very subtil man. 

4 And he said unto him, Why art thou, being the king's son, lean from day to day? wilt thou not 
tell me? And Amnon said unto him, I love Tamar, my brother Absalom's sister. 


183. 

5 And Jonadab said unto him, Lay thee down on thy bed, and make thyself sick: and when thy 
father cometh to see thee, say unto him, I pray thee, let my sister Tamar come, and give me meat, 
and dress the meat in my sight, that I may see it, and eat it at her hand. 


184. 

6 So Amnon lay down, and made himself sick: and when the king was come to see him, Amnon 
said unto the king, I pray thee, let Tamar my sister come, and make me a couple of cakes in my 
sight, that I may eat at her hand. 

7 Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, Go now to thy brother Amnon's house, and dress him 
meat. 


185. 

8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon's house; and he was laid down. And she took flour, and 
kneaded it, and made cakes in his sight, and did bake the cakes. 

9 And she took a pan, and poured them out before him; but he refused to eat. And Amnon said, 
Have out all men from me. And they went out every man from him. 

186. 

10 And Amnon said unto Tamar, Bring the meat into the chamber, that I may eat of thine hand. 
And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and brought them into the chamber to Amnon her 
brother. 

11 And when she had brought them unto him to eat, he took hold of her, and said unto her, Come 
lie with me, my sister. 


187. 

12 And she answered him, Nay, my brother, do not force me; for no such thing ought to be done 
in Israel: do not thou this folly. 

13 And I, whither shall I cause my shame to go? and as for thee, thou shalt be as one of the fools 
in Israel. 


188. 

Now therefore, I pray thee, speak unto the king; for he will not withhold me from thee. 

14 Howbeit he would not hearken unto her voice: but, being stronger than she, forced her, and lay 
with her. 


189. 

15 Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so that the hatred wherewith he hated her was greater 
than the love wherewith he had loved her. And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone. 

16 And she said unto him, There is no cause: this evil in sending me away is greater than the 
other that thou didst unto me. But he would not hearken unto her. 
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190 . 

17 Then he called his servant that ministered unto him, and said, Put now this woman out from 
me, and bolt the door after her. 

18 And she had a garment of divers colours upon her: for with such robes were the king's 
daughters that were virgins apparelled. Then his servant brought her out, and bolted the door after 
her. 


191. 

19 And Tamar put ashes on her head, and rent her garment of divers colours that was on her, and 
laid her hand on her head, and went on crying. 

20 And Absalom her brother said unto her, Hath Amnon thy brother been with thee? but hold now 
thy peace, my sister: he is thy brother; regard not this thing. 

192. 

So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalom's house. 

21 But when king David heard of all these things, he was very wroth. 

193. 

22 And Absalom spake unto his brother Amnon neither good nor bad: for Absalom hated Amnon, 
because he had forced his sister Tamar. 


194. 

23 And it came to pass after two frill years, that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal-hazor, which 
is beside Ephraim: and Absalom invited all the king's sons. 

195. 

24 And Absalom came to the king, and said. Behold now, thy servant hath sheepshearers; let the 
king, I beseech thee, and his servants go with thy servant. 

196. 

25 And the king said to Absalom, Nay, my son, let us not all now go, lest we be chargeable unto 
thee. And he pressed him: howbeit he would not go, but blessed him. 

26 Then said Absalom, If not, I pray thee, let my brother Amnon go with us. 

197. 

And the king said unto him, Why should he go with thee? 

27 But Absalom pressed him, that he let Amnon and all the king's sons go with him. 

198. 

28 Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when Amnon's heart is 
merry with wine, and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I 
commanded you? be courageous, and be valiant. 

29 And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom had commanded. 

199. 

Then all the king's sons arose, and every man gat him up upon his mule, and fled. 

30 And it came to pass, while they were in the way, that tidings came to David, saying, Absalom 
hath slain all the king's sons, and there is not one of them left. 

200 . 

31 Then the king arose, and tare his garments, and lay on the earth; and all his servants stood by 
with their clothes rent. 


201 . 

32 And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David's brother, answered and said, 

Let not my lord suppose that they have slain all the young men the king's sons; for Amnon only 
is dead: for by the appointment of Absalom this hath been determined from the day that he forced 
his sister Tamar. 
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202 . 

33 Now therefore let not my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to think that all the king's 
sons are dead: for Amnon only is dead. 

34 But Absalom fled. And the young man that kept the watch lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, there came much people by the way of the hill side behind him. 

203. 

35 And Jonadab said unto the king, Behold, the king's sons come: as thy servant said, so it is. 

36 And it came to pass, as soon as he had made an end of speaking, that, behold, the king's sons 
came, and lifted up their voice and wept: 


204. 

and the king also and all his servants wept very sore. 

37 But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai, the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David 
mourned for his son every day. 


205. 

38 So Absalom fled, and went to Geshur, and was there three years. 

39 And the sold o/king David longed to go forth unto Absalom: for he was comforted concerning 
Amnon, seeing he was dead. 


The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
Divisions 181-230 


206. 


2ND SAMUEL 14 


1 Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king's heart was toward Absalom. 

2 And Joab sent to Tekoah, and fetched thence a wise woman, and said unto her, 


207. 

I pray thee, feign thyself to be a mourner, and put on now mourning apparel, and anoint not 
thyself with oil, but be as a woman that had a long time mourned for the dead: 

3 And come to the king, and speak on this manner unto him. So Joab put the words in her mouth. 

208. 

4 And when the woman of Tekoah spake to the king, she fell on her face to the ground, and did 
obeisance, and said. Help, O king. 

5 And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? 


209. 

And she answered, I am indeed a widow woman, and mine husband is dead. 

6 And thy handmaid had two sons, and they two strove together in the field, and there was none 
to part them, but the one smote the other, and slew him. 

210 . 

7 And, behold, the whole family is risen against thine handmaid, and they said, Deliver him that 
smote his brother, that we may kill him, for the life of his brother whom he slew; and we will 
destroy the heir also: 

and so they shall quench my coal which is left, and shall not leave to my husband neither name 
nor remainder upon the earth. 


211 . 

8 And the king said unto the woman, Go to thine house, and I will give charge concerning thee. 

212 . 

9 And the woman of Tekoah said unto the king, My lord, O king, the iniquity be on me, and on 
my father's house: and the king and his throne be guiltless. 
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10 And the king said, Whosoever saith ought unto thee, bring him to me, and he shall not touch 
thee any more. 


213. 

11 Then said she, I pray thee, let the king remember the LORD thy God, that thou wouldest not 
suffer the revengers of blood to destroy any more, lest they destroy my son. And he said. As the 
LORD liveth, there shall not one hair of thy son fall to the earth. 

214. 

12 Then the woman said, Let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak one word unto my lord the king. 
And he said, Say on. 


215. 

13 And the woman said, Wherefore then hast thou thought such a thing against the people of 
God? 

for the king doth speak this thing as one which is faulty, in that the king doth not fetch home 
again his banished. 


216. 

14 For we must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up 
again; 

neither doth God respect any person: yet doth he devise means, that his banished be not expelled 
from him. 


217. 

15 Now therefore that I am come to speak of this thing unto my lord the king, it is because the 
people have made me afraid: 

and thy handmaid said, I will now speak unto the king; it may be that the king will perform the 
request of his handmaid. 


218. 

16 For the king will hear, to deliver his handmaid out of the hand of the man that would destroy 
me and my son together out of the inheritance of God. 

219. 

17 Then thine handmaid said, The word of my lord the king shall now be comfortable: for as an 
angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good and bad: 

therefore the LORD thy God will be with thee. 


220 . 

18 Then the king answered and said unto the woman, Flide not from me, I pray thee, the thing 
that I shall ask thee. 

And the woman said, Let my lord the king now speak. 

221 . 

19 And the king said. Is not the hand of Joab with thee in all this? And the woman answered and 
said, As thy soul liveth, my lord the king, none can turn to the right hand or to the left from ought 
that my lord the king hath spoken: for thy servant Joab, he bade me, and he put all these words in 
the mouth of thine handmaid: 


222 . 

20 To fetch about this form of speech hath thy servant Joab done this thing: and my lord is wise, 
according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things that are in the earth. 

223. 

21 And the king said unto Joab, Behold now, I have done this thing: go therefore, bring the young 
man Absalom again. 

22 And Joab fell to the ground on his face, and bowed himself, and thanked the king: 
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224. 

and Joab said. To day thy servant knoweth that I have found grace in thy sight, my lord, O king, 
in that the king hath fulfilled the request of his servant. 

225. 

23 So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 

24 And the king said, Let him turn to his own house, and let him not see my face. 

226. 

So Absalom returned to his own house, and saw not the king's face. 

25 But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty: from the sole 
of his foot even to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 

227. 

26 And when he polled his head, (for it was at every year's end that he polled it: because the hair 
was heavy on him, therefore he polled it:) he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels 
after the king's weight. 

27 And unto Absalom there were bom three sons, and one daughter, whose name was Tamar: she 
was a woman of a fair countenance. 


228. 

28 So Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, and saw not the king's face. 

29 Therefore Absalom sent for Joab, to have sent him to the king; but he would not come to him: 
and when he sent again the second time, he would not come. 

229. 

30 Therefore he said unto his servants, See, Joab's field is near mine, and he hath barley there; go 
and set it on fire. 

And Absalom's servants set the field on fire. 

31 Then Joab arose, and came to Absalom unto his house, and said unto him, Wherefore have thy 
servants set my field on fire? 


230. 

32 And Absalom answered Joab, Behold, I sent unto thee, saying, Come hither, that I may send 
thee to the king, to say. Wherefore am I come from Geshur? it had been good for me to have been 
there still: now therefore let me see the king's face; and if there be any iniquity in me, let him kill 
me. 

33 So Joab came to the king, and told him: and when he had called for Absalom, he came to the 
king, and bowed himself on his face to the ground before the king: and the king kissed Absalom. 
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The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER NINE 
Divisions 231-260 


231. 


2ND SAMUEL 15 


1 And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty men to 
ran before him. 

2 And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate: 


232. 

and it was so, that when any man that had a controversy came to the king for judgment, then 
Absalom called unto him, and said, Of what city art thou? 


233. 

And he said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 


234. 

3 And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man deputed 
of the king to hear thee. 


235. 

4 Absalom said moreover, Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man which hath any 
suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice! 

236. 

5 And it was so, that when any man came nigh to him to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, 
and took him, and kissed him. 

6 And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for judgment: so Absalom 
stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 


237. 

7 And it came to pass after forty years, that Absalom said unto the king, I pray thee, let me go and 
pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the LORD, in Hebron. 

8 For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur in Syria, saying, If the LORD shall bring 
me again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD. 

238. 

9 And the king said unto him, Go in peace. So he arose, and went to Hebron. 

10 But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron. 

239. 

11 And with Absalom went two hundred men out of Jerusalem, that were called; and they went in 
their simplicity, and they knew not any thing. 


240. 

12 And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counsellor, from his city, even from 
Giloh, while he offered sacrifices. And the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased 
continually with Absalom. 


241. 

13 And there came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts of the men of Israel are after 
Absalom. 


242. 

14 And David said unto all his servants that were with him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee; for 
we shall not else escape from Absalom: 
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make speed to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, and bring evil upon us, and smite the city 
with the edge of the sword. 


243. 

15 And the king's servants said unto the king, Behold, thy servants are ready to do whatsoever 
my lord the king shall appoint. 

16 And the king went forth, and all his household after him. 

And the king left ten women, which were concubines, to keep the house. 

244. 

17 And the king went forth, and all the people after him, and tarried in a place that was far off. 

18 And all his servants passed on beside him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and 
all the Gittites, six hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on before the king. 

245. 

19 Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite, Wherefore goest thou also with us? 

return to thy place, and abide with the king: for thou art a stranger, and also an exile. 

246. 

20 Whereas thou earnest but yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down with us? 
seeing I go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy brethren: mercy and truth be with thee. 

247. 

21 And Ittai answered the king, and said, As the LORD liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, 
surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy 
servant be. 


248. 

22 And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. 

And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him. 

249. 

23 And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people passed over: the king also 
himself passed over the brook Kidron, and all the people passed over, toward the way of the 
wilderness. 


250. 

24 And lo, Zadok also, and all the Levites were with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God: 
and they set down the ark of God; and Abiathar went up, until all the people had done passing out 
of the city. 


251. 

25 And the king said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of God into the city: 

If I shall find favour in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me again, and shew me both it, and 
his habitation: 

26 But if he thus say, I have no delight in thee; 

behold, here am I, let him do to me as seemeth good unto him. 

252. 

27 The king said also unto Zadok the priest, Art not thou a seer? 

return into the city in peace, and your two sons with you, Ahimaaz thy son, and Jonathan the son 
of Abiathar. 


253. 

28 See, I will tarry in the plain of the wilderness, until there come word from you to certify me. 

29 Zadok therefore and Abiathar earned the ark of God again to Jerusalem: and they tarried there. 
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254 . 

30 And David went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head 
covered, and he went barefoot: and all the people that was with him covered every man his head, 
and they went up, weeping as they went up. 


255. 

31 And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom. 

And David said, O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. 

256. 

32 And it came to pass, that when David was come to the top of the mount, where he worshipped 
God, behold, Hushai the Archite came to meet him with his coat rent, and earth upon his head: 

33 Unto whom David said, 

If thou passest on with me, then thou shalt be a burden unto me: 

257. 

34 But if thou return to the city, and say unto Absalom, I will be thy servant, O king; as I have 
been thy father's servant hitherto, so will I now also be thy servant: 

then mayest thou for me defeat the counsel of Ahithophel. 

258. 

35 And hast thou not there with thee Zadok and Abiathar the priests? 

therefore it shall be, that what thing soever thou shalt hear out of the king's house, thou shalt tell 
it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 


259. 

36 Behold, they have there with them their two sons, Ahimaaz Zadok's son, and Jonathan 
Abiathar's son; and by them ye shall send unto me every thing that ye can hear. 

260. 

37 So Hushai David's friend came into the city, and Absalom came into Jerusalem. 


The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER TEN 
Divisions 261-295 


261. 


2ND SAMUEL 16-17 


1 And when David was a little past the top of the hill, behold, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth 
met him, with a couple of asses saddled, and upon them two hundred loaves of bread, and an 
hundred bunches of raisins, and an hundred of summer fruits, and a bottle of wine. 


262. 

2 And the king said unto Ziba, What meanest thou by these? 

And Ziba said, The asses be for the king's household to ride on; and the bread and summer fruit 
for the young men to eat; and the wine, that such as be faint in the wilderness may drink. 

263. 

3 And the king said, And where is thy master's son? 

And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he abideth at Jerusalem: for he said, To day shall the house 
of Israel restore me the kingdom of my father. 


264. 

4 Then said the king to Ziba, Behold, thine are all that pertained unto Mephibosheth. 
And Ziba said, I humbly beseech thee that I may find grace in thy sight, my lord, O king. 
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265. 

5 And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, thence came out a man of the family of the 
house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera: he came forth, and cursed still as he came. 

6 And he cast stones at David, and at all the servants of king David: and all the people and all the 
mighty men were on his right hand and on his left. 


266. 

7 And thus said Shimei when he cursed, Come out, come out, thou bloody man, and thou man of 
Belial: 

8 The LORD hath returned upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast 
reigned; and the LORD hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son: and, behold, 
thou art taken in thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man. 

267. 

9 Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto the king, Why should this dead dog curse my lord 
the king? let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head. 

268. 

10 And the king said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, because 
the LORD hath said unto him, Curse David. 

Who shall then say, Wherefore hast thou done so? 

269. 

11 And David said to Abishai, and to all his servants, Behold, my son, which came forth of my 
bowels, seeketh my life: 

how much more now may this Benjamite do if! 

let him alone, and let him curse; for the LORD hath bidden him. 

12 It may be that the LORD will look on mine affliction, and that the LORD will requite me 
good for his cursing this day. 


270. 

13 And as David and his men went by the way, Shimei went along on the hill's side over against 
him, and cursed as he went, and threw stones at him, and cast dust. 

14 And the king, and all the people that were with him, came weary, and refreshed themselves 
there. 


271. 

15 And Absalom, and all the people the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel with 
him. 

16 And it came to pass, when Hushai the Archite, David's friend, was come unto Absalom, that 
Hushai said unto Absalom, God save the king, God save the king. 

272. 

17 And Absalom said to Hushai, Is this thy kindness to thy friend? why wentest thou not with thy 
friend? 


273. 

18 And Hushai said unto Absalom, Nay; but whom the LORD, and this people, and all the men 
of Israel, choose, his will I be, and with him will I abide. 

19 And again, whom should I serve? should I not serve in the presence of his son? as I have 
served in thy father's presence, so will I be in thy presence. 

274. 

20 Then said Absalom to Ahithophel, Give counsel among you what we shall do. 

21 And Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Go in unto thy father's concubines, which he hath left to 
keep the house; and all Israel shall hear that thou art abhorred of thy father: then shall the hands of 


536 



all that are with thee be strong. 


275. 

22 So they spread Absalom a tent upon the top of the house; and Absalom went in unto his 
father's concubines in the sight of all Israel. 

23 And the counsel of Ahithophel, which he counselled in those days, was as if a man had 
enquired at the oracle of God: so was all the counsel of Ahithophel both with David and with 
Absalom. 

2ND SAMUEL 17 


276. 

1 Moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me now choose out twelve thousand men, and I 
will arise and pursue after David this night: 

2 And I will come upon him while he is weary and weak handed, and will make him afraid: 


277. 

and all the people that are with him shall flee; and I will smite the king only: 

3 And I will bring back all the people unto thee: the man whom thou seekest is as if all returned: 
so all the people shall be in peace. 


278. 

4 And the saying pleased Absalom well, and all the elders of Israel. 

5 Then said Absalom, Call now Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear likewise what he saith. 

280. 

6 And when Hushai was come to Absalom, Absalom spake unto him, saying, Ahithophel hath 
spoken after this manner: shall we do after his saying? if not; speak thou. 

281. 

7 And Hushai said unto Absalom, The counsel that Ahithophel hath given is not good at this time. 

8 For, said Hushai, thou knowest thy father and his men, that they be mighty men, and they be 
chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of her whelps in the field: and thy father is a man of war, 
and will not lodge with the people. 


282. 

9 Behold, he is hid now in some pit, or in some other place: and it will come to pass, when some 
of them be overthrown at the first, that whosoever heareth it will say, There is a slaughter among 
the people that follow Absalom. 

10 And he also that is valiant, whose heart is as the heart of a lion, shall utterly melt: for all Israel 
knoweth that thy father is a mighty man, and they which be with him are valiant men. 

283. 

11 Therefore I counsel that all Israel be generally gathered unto thee, from Dan even to Beer- 
sheba, as the sand that is by the sea for multitude; and that thou go to battle in thine own person. 

284. 

12 So shall we come upon him in some place where he shall be found, and we will light upon 
him as the dew falleth on the ground: and of him and of all the men that are with him there shall 
not be left so much as one. 

13 Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, then shall all Israel bring ropes to that city, and we will 
draw it into the river, until there be not one small stone found there. 

285. 

14 And Absalom and all the men of Israel said. The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than 
the counsel of Ahithophel. For the LORD had appointed to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, 
to the intent that the LORD might bring evil upon Absalom. 

286. 

15 Then said Hushai unto Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, Thus and thus did Ahithophel 
counsel Absalom and the elders of Israel; and thus and thus have I counselled. 
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16 Now therefore send quickly, and tell David, saying, Lodge not this night in the plains of the 
wilderness, but speedily pass over; lest the king be swallowed up, and all the people that are with 
him. 


287. 

17 Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed by En-rogel; for they might not be seen to come into the 
city: and a wench went and told them; and they went and told king David. 

18 Nevertheless a lad saw them, and told Absalom: but they went both of them away quickly, and 
came to a man's house in Bahurim, which had a well in his court; whither they went down. 

288. 

19 And the woman took and spread a covering over the well's mouth, and spread ground corn 
thereon; and the thing was not known. 

20 And when Absalom's servants came to the woman to the house, they said. Where is Ahimaaz 
and Jonathan? 

And the woman said unto them, They be gone over the brook of water. 

289. 

And when they had sought and could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem. 

21 And it came to pass, after they were departed, that they came up out of the well, and went and 
told king David, and said unto David, Arise, and pass quickly over the water: for thus hath 
Ahithophel counselled against you. 


290. 

22 Then David arose, and all the people that were with him, and they passed over Jordan: by the 
morning light there lacked not one of them that was not gone over Jordan. 

291. 

23 And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, 
and gat him home to his house, to his city, and put his household in order, and hanged himself, and 
died, and was buried in the sepulchre of his father. 

292. 

24 Then David came to Mahanaim. 

And Absalom passed over Jordan, he and all the men of Israel with him. 

293. 

25 And Absalom made Amasa captain of the host instead of Joab: which Amasa was a man's son, 
whose name was Ithra an Israelite, that went in to Abigail the daughter of Nahash, sister to Zeruiah 
Joab's mother. 

26 So Israel and Absalom pitched in the land of Gilead. 

294. 

27 And it came to pass, when David was come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash of 
Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and Barzillai the 
Gileadite of Rogelim, 

28 Brought beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, 

and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched corn, and beans, and lentiles, and parched pulse, 

295. 

29 And honey, and butter, and sheep, and cheese of kine, 

for David, and for the people that were with him, to eat: 

for they said. The people is hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness. 
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The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 
Divisions 296-320 


296. 


2ND SAMUEL 18 


1 And David numbered the people that were with him, and set captains of thousands and captains 
of hundreds over them. 

2 And David sent forth a third part of the people under the hand of Joab, and a third part under 
the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai the 
Gittite. 


297. 

And the king said unto the people, I will surely go forth with you myself also. 

3 But the people answered, Thou shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they will not care for us; 
neither if half of us die, will they care for us: 

but now thou art worth ten thousand of us: therefore now it is better that thou succour us out of 
the city. 


298. 

4 And the king said unto them, What seemeth you best I will do. 

And the king stood by the gate side, and all the people came out by hundreds and by thousands. 

299. 

5 And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Deal gently for my sake with the 
young man, even with Absalom. 

And all the people heard when the king gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom. 

300. 

6 So the people went out into the field against Israel: and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim; 

7 Where the people of Israel were slain before the servants of David, and there was there a great 
slaughter that day of twenty thousand men. 


301. 

8 For the battle was there scattered over the face of all the country: and the wood devoured more 
people that day than the sword devoured. 

9 And Absalom met the servants of David. 


302. 

And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his 
head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the earth; and the mule 
that was under him went away. 


303. 

10 And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said. Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak. 

11 And Joab said unto the man that told him, And, behold, thou sawest him, and why didst thou 
not smite him there to the ground? and I would have given thee ten shekels of silver, and a girdle. 

304. 

12 And the man said unto Joab, Though I should receive a thousand shekels of silver in mine 
hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against the king's son: for in our hearing the king charged 
thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Beware that none touch the young man Absalom. 

305. 

13 Otherwise I should have wrought falsehood against mine own life: for there is no matter hid 
from the king, and thou thyself wouldest have set thyself against me. 

14 Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. 
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306. 

And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart of Absalom, while he was 
yet alive in the midst of the oak. 

15 And ten young men that bare Joab's amour compassed about and smote Absalom, and slew 
him. 


307. 

16 And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing after Israel: for Joab held 
back the people. 

17 And they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit in the wood, and laid a very great heap 
of stones upon him: and all Israel fled every one to his tent. 

308. 

18 Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for himself a pillar, which is in the 
king's dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my name in remembrance: and he called the pillar 
after his own name: and it is called unto this day, Absalom's place. 

309. 

19 Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me now run, and bear the king tidings, how that the 
LORD hath avenged him of his enemies. 

20 And Joab said unto him, Thou shalt not bear tidings this day, but thou shalt bear tidings 
another day: but this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because the king's son is dead. 

310. 

21 Then said Joab to Cushi, Go tell the king what thou hast seen. And Cushi bowed himself unto 
Joab, and ran. 

22 Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again to Joab, But howsoever, let me, I pray thee, 
also run after Cushi. 


311. 

And Joab said, Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings ready? 

23 But howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said unto him, Run. 

Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and overran Cushi. 

312. 

24 And David sat between the two gates: and the watchman went up to the roof over the gate 
unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a man running alone. 

25 And the watchman cried, and told the king. 


313. 

And the king said, If he be alone, there is tidings in his mouth. 
And he came apace, and drew near. 


314. 

26 And the watchman saw another man running: and the watchman called unto the porter, and 
said, Behold another man running alone. 

And the king said, He also bringeth tidings. 


315. 

27 And the watchman said, Me thinketh the running of the foremost is like the running of 
Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. 

And the king said, He is a good man, and cometh with good tidings. 

316. 

28 And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, All is well. 

And he fell down to the earth upon his face before the king, and said, 

Blessed be the LORD thy God, which hath delivered up the men that lifted up their hand against 
my lord the king. 
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317. 

29 And the king said, Is the young man Absalom safe? 

And Ahimaaz answered. When Joab sent the king's servant, and me thy servant, I saw a great 
tumult, but I knew not what it was. 

30 And the king said unto him , Turn aside, and stand here. And he turned aside, and stood still. 

318. 

31 And, behold, Cushi came; and Cushi said, Tidings, my lord the king: for the LORD hath 
avenged thee this day of all them that rose up against thee. 

319. 

32 And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man Absalom safe? 

And Cushi answered, The enemies of my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee 
hurt, be as that young man is. 


320. 

33 And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he 
went, thus he said, 

O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my 
son, my son! 


The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER TWELVE 
Divisions 321-350 


2ND SAMUEL 19 


321. 

1 And it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth and mourneth for Absalom. 

2 And the victory that day was turned into mourning unto all the people: for the people heard say 
that day how the king was grieved for his son. 


322. 

3 And the people gat them by stealth that day into the city, as people being ashamed steal away 
when they flee in battle. 

4 But the king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, O my son Absalom, O 
Absalom, my son, my son! 


323. 

5 And Joab came into the house to the king, and said. 

Thou hast shamed this day the faces of all thy servants, which this day have saved thy life, and 
the lives of thy sons and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy 
concubines; 

6 In that thou lovest thine enemies, and hatest thy friends. 

324. 

For thou hast declared this day, that thou regardest neither princes nor servants: 

for this day I perceive, that if Absalom had lived, and all we had died this day, then it had pleased 
thee well. 


325. 

7 Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak comfortably unto thy servants: 

for I swear by the LORD, if thou go not forth, there will not tarry one with thee this night: 
and that will be worse unto thee than all the evil that befell thee from thy youth until now. 

326. 

8 Then the king arose, and sat in the gate. 

And they told unto all the people, saying, Behold, the king doth sit in the gate. 

And all the people came before the king: for Israel had fled every man to his tent. 
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327. 

9 And all the people were at strife throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, The king saved us 
out of the hand of our enemies, and he delivered us out of the hand of the Philistines; and now he is 
fled out of the land for Absalom. 

10 And Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why speak ye not a 
word of bringing the king back? 


328. 

11 And king David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak unto the elders of 
Judah, saying, Why are ye the last to bring the king back to his house? seeing the speech of all 
Israel is come to the king, even to his house. 

12 Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and my flesh: wherefore then are ye the last to bring 
back the king? 


329. 

13 And say ye to Amasa, Art thou not of my bone, and of my flesh? God do so to me, and more 
also, if thou be not captain of the host before me continually in the room of Joab. 

330. 

14 And he bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, even as the heart of one man; so that they 
sent this word unto the king, Return thou, and all thy servants. 

15 So the king returned, and came to Jordan. 

And [the men of] Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet the king, to conduct the king over Jordan. 

331. 

16 And Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite, which was of Bahurim, hasted and came down with 
the men of Judah to meet king David. 

17 And there were a thousand men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the servant of the house of 
Saul, and his fifteen sons and his twenty servants with him; and they went over Jordan before the 
king. 


332. 

18 And there went over a ferry boat to carry over the king's household, and to do what he thought 
good. And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king, as he was come over Jordan; 

19 And said unto the king, Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me, neither do thou remember 
that which thy servant did perversely the day that my lord the king went out of Jerusalem, that the 
king should take it to his heart. 


333. 

20 For thy servant doth know that I have sinned: therefore, behold, I am come the first this day of 
all the house of Joseph to go down to meet my lord the king. 

21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said, Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, 
because he cursed the LORD'S anointed? 


334. 

22 And David said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that ye should this day be 
adversaries unto me? shall there any man be put to death this day in Israel? for do not I know that I 
am this day king over Israel? 

23 Therefore the king said unto Shimei, Thou shalt not die. And the king sware unto him. 

335. 

24 And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king, and had neither dressed his 
feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he 
came again in peace. 
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336. 

25 And it came to pass, when he was come to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the king said unto 
him, Wherefore wentest not thou with me, Mephibosheth? 

26 And he answered, My lord, O king, my servant deceived me: for thy servant said, I will saddle 
me an ass, that I may ride thereon, and go to the king; because thy servant is lame. 

337. 

27 And he hath slandered thy servant unto my lord the king; but my lord the king is as an angel 
of God: do therefore what is good in thine eyes. 

28 For all of my father's house were but dead men before my lord the king: yet didst thou set thy 
servant among them that did eat at thine own table. What right therefore have I yet to cry any more 
unto the king? 


338. 

29 And the king said unto him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? I have said, Thou 
and Ziba divide the land. 

30 And Mephibosheth said unto the king, Yea, let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the king is 
come again in peace unto his own house. 


339. 

31 And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim, and went over Jordan with the king, to 
conduct him over Jordan. 

32 Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even fourscore years old: and he had provided the king of 
sustenance while he lay at Mahanaim; for he was a very great man. 

340. 

33 And the king said unto Barzillai, Come thou over with me, and I will feed thee with me in 
Jerusalem. 

34 And Barzillai said unto the king, How long have I to live, that I should go up with the king 
unto Jerusalem? 


341. 

35 I am this day fourscore years old: and can I discern between good and evil? 
can thy servant taste what I eat or what I drink? 

can I hear any more the voice of singing men and singing women? 

342. 

wherefore then should thy servant be yet a burden unto my lord the king? 

36 Thy servant will go a little way over Jordan with the king: and why should the king 
recompense it me with such a reward? 


343. 

37 Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine own city, and be buried by 
the grave of my father and of my mother. But behold thy servant Chimham; let him go over with 
my lord the king; and do to him what shall seem good unto thee. 

344. 

38 And the king answered, Chimham shall go over with me, and I will do to him that which shall 
seem good unto thee: and whatsoever thou shalt require of me, that will I do for thee. 

345. 

39 And all the people went over Jordan. 

And when the king was come over, the king kissed Barzillai, and blessed him; and he returned 
unto his own place. 

346. 

40 Then the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him: and all the people of Judah 
conducted the king, and also half the people of Israel. 
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347. 

41 And, behold, all the men of Israel came to the king, and said unto the king. 

Why have our brethren the men of Judah stolen thee away, and have brought the king, and his 
household, and all David's men with him, over Jordan? 

348. 

42 And all the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, Because the king is near of kin to us: 
wherefore then be ye angry for this matter? have we eaten at all of the king's cost ? or hath he given 
us any gift? 


349. 

43 And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, and said, 

We have ten parts in the king, and we have also more right in David than ye: 

why then did ye despise us, that our advice should not be first had in bringing back our king? 

350. 

And the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Israel. 


The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
Divisions 351-385 


351. 


2ND SAMUEL 20-21 


1 And there happened to be there a man of Belial, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a 
Benjamite: and he blew a trumpet, and said, We have no part in David, neither have we inheritance 
in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, O Israel. 


352. 

2 So every man of Israel went up from after David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri: 
but the men of Judah clave unto their king, from Jordan even to Jerusalem. 


353. 

3 And David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women his concubines, 
whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in ward, and fed them, but went not in unto 
them. So they were shut up unto the day of their death, living in widowhood. 


354. 

4 Then said the king to Amasa, Assemble me the men of Judah within three days, and be thou 
here present. 

5 So Amasa went to assemble the men of Judah: but he tarried longer than the set time which he 
had appointed him. 


355. 

6 And David said to Abishai, Now shall Sheba the son of Bichri do us more harm than did 
Absalom: take thou thy lord's servants, and pursue after him, lest he get him fenced cities, and 
escape us. 


356. 

7 And there went out after him Joab's men, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and all the 
mighty men: and they went out of Jerusalem, to pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri. 

8 When they were at the great stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa went before them. 

357. 

And Joab's garment that he had put on was girded unto him, and upon it a girdle with a sword 
fastened upon his loins in the sheath thereof; and as he went forth it fell out. 

9 And Joab said to Amasa, Art thou in health, my brother? 
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358. 

And Joab took Amasa by the beard with the right hand to kiss him. 

10 But Amasa took no heed to the sword that was in Joab's hand: so [Joab] smote him therewith 
in the fifth rib, and shed out his bowels to the ground, and struck him not again; and he died. 

359. 

So Joab and Abishai his brother pursued after Sheba the son of Bichri. 

11 And one of Joab's men stood by him, and said, He that favoureth Joab, and he that is for 
David, let him [follow] after Joab. 


360. 

12 And Amasa wallowed in blood in the midst of the highway. 

And when the man [Joab] saw that all the people stood still, he removed Amasa out of the 
highway into the field, and cast a cloth upon him, when he saw that every one that came by him 
stood still. 


361. 

13 When he was removed out of the highway, all the people went on after Joab, to pursue after 
Sheba the son of Bichri. 

14 And he went through all the tribes of Israel unto Abel, and to Beth-maachah, and all the 
Berites: and they were gathered together, and went also after him. 

362. 

15 And they came and besieged him in Abel of Beth-maachah, and they cast up a bank against 
the city, and it stood in the trench: and all the people that were with Joab battered the wall, to throw 
it down. 


363. 

16 Then cried a wise woman out of the city, Hear, hear; say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near 
hither, that I may speak with thee. 

17 And when he was come near unto her, the woman said. Art thou Joab? 

And he answered, I am he. 


364. 

Then she said unto him, Hear the words of thine handmaid. 

And he answered, I do hear. 

18 Then she spake, saying, They were wont to speak in old time, saying, They shall surely ask 
counsel at Abel: and so they ended the matter. 


365. 

191 am one of them that are peaceable and faithful in Israel: 
thou seekest to destroy a city and a mother in Israel: 
why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of the LORD? 

366. 

20 And Joab answered and said. Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy. 

21 The matter is not so: 

but a man of mount Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, hath lifted up his hand against the 
king, even against David: 
deliver him only, and I will depart from the city. 

367. 

And the woman said unto Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to thee over the wall. 

22 Then the woman went unto all the people in her wisdom. 
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368. 

And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast it out to Joab. And he blew a 
trumpet, and they retired from the city, every man to his tent. And Joab returned to Jerusalem unto 
the king. 


369. 

23 Now Joab was over all the host of Israel: 

and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and over the Pelethites: 

24 And Adoram was over the tribute: 


370. 

and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder: 

25 And Sheva was scribe: 

and Zadok and Abiathar were the priests: 

26 And Ira also the Jairite was a chief ruler about David. 


371. 


2ND SAMUEL 21 


1 Then there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and David enquired 
of the LORD. 

And the LORD answered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, because he slew the 
Gibeonites. 


372. 

2 And the king called the Gibeonites, and said unto them; (now the Gibeonites were not of the 
children of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amorites; and the children of Israel had sworn unto 
them: and Saul sought to slay them in his zeal to the children of Israel and Judah.) 

373. 

3 Wherefore David said unto the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and wherewith shall I 
make the atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of the LORD? 

374. 

4 And the Gibeonites said unto him, We will have no silver nor gold of Saul, nor of his house; 
neither for us shalt thou kill any man in Israel. 

And he said, What ye shall say, that will I do for you. 

375. 

5 And they answered the king. The man that consumed us, and that devised against us that we 
should be destroyed from remaining in any of the coasts of Israel, 

6 Let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will hang them up unto the LORD in 
Gibeah of Saul, whom the LORD did choose. 


376. 

And the king said, I will give them. 

7 But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of the LORD'S 
oath that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul. 

377. 

8 But the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto Saul, 
Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she brought up 
for Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite: 

9 And he delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the hill before 
the LORD: and they fell all seven together, and were put to death in the days of harvest, in the first 
days, in the beginning of barley harvest. 
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378. 

10 And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the rock, from the 
beginning of harvest until water dropped upon them out of heaven, and suffered neither the birds of 
the air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night. 

11 And it was told David what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done. 

379. 

12 And David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from the men of 
Jabesh-gilead, which had stolen them from the street of Beth-shan, where the Philistines had 
hanged them, when the Philistines had slain Saul in Gilboa: 

13 And he brought up from thence the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son; and they 
gathered the bones of them that were hanged. 


380. 

14 And the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son buried they in the country of Benjamin in Zelah, 
in the sepulchre of Kish his father: and they performed all that the king commanded. And after that 
God was intreated for the land. 


381. 

15 Moreover the Philistines had yet war again with Israel; and David went down, and his 
servants with him, and fought against the Philistines: and David waxed faint. 

16 And Ishbi-benob, which was of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose spear weighed three 
hundred shekels of brass in weight, he being girded with a new sword, thought to have slain David. 

17 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philistine, and killed him. 

382. 

Then the men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou shalt go no more out with us to battle, that 
thou quench not the light of Israel. 

18 And it came to pass after this, that there was again a battle with the Philistines at Gob: 

then Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Saph, which was of the sons of the giant. 

383. 

19 And there was again a battle in Gob with the Philistines, where Elhanan the son of Jaare- 
oregim, a Beth-lehemite, slew the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like a 
weaver's beam. 


384. 

20 And there was yet a battle in Gath, where was a man of great stature, that had on every hand 
six fingers, and on every foot six toes, four and twenty in number; and he also was bom to the 
giant. 


385. 

21 And when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea the brother of David slew him. 

22 These four were bom to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of 
his servants. 
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The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
Divisions 386-410 


386. 


2ND SAMUEL 22 


1 And David spake unto the LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD had 

delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul: [Psalm 18] 

2 And he said. The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; 


387. 

3 The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high 
tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from violence. 

4 I will call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies. 


388. 

5 When the waves of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men made me afraid; 

6 The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the snares of death prevented me; 


389. 

7 In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice out of 
his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears. 

8 Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations of heaven moved and shook, because he 
was wroth. 


390. 

9 There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were 
kindled by it. 

10 He bowed the heavens also, and came down; and darkness was under his feet. 

391. 

11 And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: and he was seen upon the wings of the wind. 

12 And he made darkness pavilions round about him, dark waters, and thick clouds of the skies. 

392. 

13 Through the brightness before him were coals of fire kindled. 

14 The LORD thundered from heaven, and the most High uttered his voice. 

393. 

15 And he sent out arrows, and scattered them; lightning, and discomfited them. 

16 And the channels of the sea appeared, the foundations of the world were discovered, at the 
rebuking of the LORD, at the blast of the breath of his nostrils. 

394. 

17 He sent from above, he took me; he drew me out of many waters; 

18 He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them that hated me: for they were too 
strong for me. 


395. 

19 They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the LORD was my stay. 

20 He brought me forth also into a large place: he delivered me, because he delighted in me. 

396. 

21 The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness: according to the cleanness of my 
hands hath he recompensed me. 

22 For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly departed from my God. 
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397. 

23 For all his judgments were before me: and as for his statutes, I did not depart from them. 

24 I was also upright before him, and have kept myself from mine iniquity. 

398. 

25 Therefore the LORD hath recompensed me according to my righteousness; according to my 
cleanness in his eye sight. 

26 With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, and with the upright man thou wilt shew 
thyself upright. 


399. 

27 With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself 
unsavoury. 

28 And the afflicted people thou wilt save: but thine eyes are upon the haughty, that thou mayest 
bring them down. 


400. 

29 For thou art my lamp, O LORD: and the LORD will lighten my darkness. 

30 For by thee I have run through a troop: by my God have I leaped over a wall. 

401. 

31 As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all them that 
trust in him. 

32 For who is God, save the LORD? and who is a rock, save our God? 

402. 

33 God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way perfect. 

34 Fie maketh my feet like hinds' feet: and setteth me upon my high places. 

35 Fie teacheth my hands to war; so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. 

403. 

36 Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy gentleness hath made me great. 

37 Thou hast enlarged my steps under me; so that my feet did not slip. 

404. 

38 I have pursued mine enemies, and destroyed them; and turned not again until I had consumed 
them. 

39 And I have consumed them, and wounded them, that they could not arise: yea, they are fallen 
under my feet. 


405. 

40 For thou hast girded me with strength to battle: them that rose up against me hast thou 
subdued under me. 

41 Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies, that I might destroy them that hate me. 

406. 

42 They looked, but there was none to save; even unto the LORD, but he answered them not. 

43 Then did I beat them as small as the dust of the earth, I did stamp them as the mire of the 
street, and did spread them abroad. 


407. 

44 Thou also hast delivered me from the strivings of my people, thou hast kept me to be head of 
the heathen: a people which I knew not shall serve me. 

45 Strangers shall submit themselves unto me: as soon as they hear, they shall be obedient unto 
me. 


408. 

46 Strangers shall fade away, and they shall be afraid out of their close places. 
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47 The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and exalted be the God of the rock of my 
salvation. 


409. 

48 It is God that avengeth me, and that bringeth down the people under me, 

49 And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies: thou also hast lifted me up on high above 
them that rose up against me: thou hast delivered me from the violent man. 

410. 

50 Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and I will sing praises 
unto thy name. 

51 He is the tower of salvation for his king: and sheweth mercy to his anointed, unto David, and 
to his seed for evermore. 


The Second Book of Samuel 


CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
Divisions 411-450 


2ND SAMUEL 23-24 


411. 

1 Now these be the last words of David. 

David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of 
Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said. 


2 The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue. 


412. 

3 The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God. 

4 And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without 
clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain. 


413. 

5 Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things, and sure: 

for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to grow. 


414. 

6 But the sons of Belial shall be all of them as thorns thrust away, because they cannot be taken 
with hands: 

7 But the man that shall touch them must be fenced with iron and the staff of a spear; and they 
shall be utterly burned with fire in the same place. 


415. 

8 These be the names of the mighty men whom David had: 

The Tachmonite that sat in the seat, chief among the captains; the same was Adino the Eznite: he 
lift up his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time. 


416. 

9 And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with 
David, when they defied the Philistines that were there gathered together to battle, and the men of 
Israel were gone away: 


417. 

10 He arose, and smote the Philistines until his hand was weary, 

and his hand clave unto the sword: and the LORD wrought a great victory that day; 

and the people returned after him only to spoil. 
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418. 

11 And after him w'tfs Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite. 

And the Philistines were gathered together into a troop, where was a piece of ground full of 
lentiles: and the people fled from the Philistines. 

12 But he stood in the midst of the ground, and defended it, and slew the Philistines: and the 
LORD wrought a great victory. 


419. 

13 And three of the thirty chief went down, and came to David in the harvest time unto the cave 
of Adullam: and the troop of the Philistines pitched in the valley of Rephaim. 

14 And David was then in an hold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then in Beth-lehem. 


420. 

15 And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me drink of the water of the well of 
Beth-lehem, which is by the gate! 


421. 

16 And the three mighty men brake through the host of the Philistines, and drew water out of the 
well of Beth-lehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to David: 

nevertheless he would not drink thereof, but poured it out unto the LORD. 

422. 

17 And he said, Be it far from me, O LORD, that I should do this: is not this the blood of the men 
that went in jeopardy of their lives? therefore he would not drink it. 

These things did these three mighty men. 


423. 

18 And Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief among three. 

And he lifted up his spear against three hundred, and slew them, and had the name among three. 

19 Was he not most honourable of three? therefore he was their captain: 
howbeit he attained not unto the first three. 


424. 

20 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man, of Kabzeel, who had done many 
acts, he slew two lionlike men of Moab: 

he went down also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit in time of snow: 

425. 

21 And he slew an Egyptian, a goodly man: 

and the Egyptian had a spear in his hand; but he went down to him with a staff, and plucked the 
spear out of the Egyptian's hand, and slew him with his own spear. 

426. 

22 These things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and had the name among three mighty men. 

23 He was more honourable than the thirty, but he attained not to the first three. 

And David set him over his guard. 


427. 

24 Asahel the brother of Joab was one of the thirty; 
Elhanan the son of Dodo of Beth-lehem, 

25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, 


428. 

26 Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 

27 Abiezer the Anethothite, Mebunnai the Hushathite, 

28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite, 
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429 . 


29 Heleb the son of Baanah, a Netophathite, 

Ittai the son of Ribai out of Gibeah of the children of Benjamin, 

30 Benaiah the Pirathonite, 


430. 

Hiddai of the brooks of Gaash, 

31 Abi-albon the Arbathite, 

Azmaveth the Barhumite, 


431. 

32 Eliahba the Shaalbonite, of the sons of Jashen, 
Jonathan, 

33 Shammah the Hararite, 


432. 

Ahiam the son of Sharar the Hararite, 

34 Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maachathite, 
Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, 


433. 

35 Hezrai the Cannelite, 

Paarai the Arbite,. 

36 Igal the son of Nathan of Zobah, 


434. 

Bani the Gadite, 

37 Zelek the Ammonite, 

Naharai the Beerothite, armourbearer to Joab the son of Zeruiah, 

435. 

38 Ira an Ithrite, 

Gareb an Ithrite, 

39 Uriah the Hittite: 

thirty and seven in all. 
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2ND SAMUEL 24 


436. 

1 And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them 
to say. Go, number Israel and Judah. 

2 For the king said to Joab the captain of the host, which was with him. Go now through all the 
tribes of Israel, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, and number ye the people, that I may know the 
number of the people. 


437. 

3 And Joab said unto the king, 

Now the LORD thy God add unto the people, how many soever they be, an hundredfold, and that 
the eyes of my lord the king may see it; but why doth my lord the king delight in this thing? 

438. 

4 Notwithstanding the king's word prevailed against Joab, and against the captains of the host. 
And Joab and the captains of the host went out from the presence of the king, to number the people 
of Israel. 

5 And they passed over Jordan, and pitched in Aroer, on the right side of the city that lieth in the 
midst of the river of Gad, and toward Jazer: 


439. 

6 Then they came to Gilead, and to the land of Tahtim-hodshi; 

and they came to Dan-jaan, and about to Zidon, 

7 And came to the strong hold of Tyre, and to all the cities of the Hivites, and of the Canaanites: 

and they went out to the south of Judah, even to Beer-sheba. 

440. 

8 So when they had gone through all the land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months 
and twenty days. 

9 And Joab gave up the sum of the number of the people unto the king: and there were in Israel 
eight hundred thousand valiant men that drew the sword; and the men of Judah were five hundred 
thousand men. 


441. 

10 And David's heart smote him after that he had numbered the people. 

And David said unto the LORD. I have sinned greatly in that I have done: 

and now, I beseech thee, O LORD, take away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very 
foolishly. 


442. 

11 For when David was up in the morning, the word of the LORD came unto the prophet Gad, 
David's seer, saying, 

12 Go and say unto David, Thus saith the LORD, I offer thee three things; choose thee one of 
them, that I may do it unto thee. 


443. 

13 So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him. Shall seven years of famine come 
unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? 
or that there be three days' pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to 
him that sent me. 


444. 

14 And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let us fall now into the hand of the LORD; for 
his mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of man. 

15 So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed: and 
there died of the people from Dan even to Beer-sheba seventy thousand men. 
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445. 

16 And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD repented 
him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is enough: stay now thine hand. 
And the angel of the LORD was by the threshingplace of Araunah the Jebusite. 

446. 

17 And David spake unto the LORD when he saw the angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I 
have sinned, and I have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? 

let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my father's house. 

18 And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him, Go up, rear an altar unto the LORD in 
the threshingfloor of Araunah the Jebusite. 


447. 

19 And David, according to the saying of Gad, went up as the LORD commanded. 

20 And Araunah looked, and saw the king and his servants coming on toward him: and Araunah 
went out, and bowed himself before the king on his face upon the ground. 

21 And Araunah said, Wherefore is my lord the king come to his servant? 

448. 

And David said, To buy the threshingfloor of thee, to build an altar unto the LORD, that the 
plague may be stayed from the people. 

22 And Araunah said unto David, Let my lord the king take and offer up what seemeth good unto 
him: behold, here be oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing instruments and other instruments of 
the oxen for wood. 


449. 

23 All these things did Araunah, as a king, give unto the king. 

And Araunah said unto the king, The LORD thy God accept thee. 

24 And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price: 

neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing. 

450. 

So David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 

25 And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings. 

So the LORD was intreated for the land, and the plague was stayed from Israel. 
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The First Book of the Chronicles 

of the Kings of Israel and Judah 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-30 


L 

1 Adam, Sheth, Enosh, 

2 Kenan, Mahalaleel, Jered, 


1ST CHRONICLES 1 


2 . 

3 Henoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 

4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

3. 

5 The sons of Japheth; 

Corner, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras. 


4. 

6 And the sons of Comer; Ashchenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. 

7 And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 


5. 

8 The sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 

9 And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabta, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. 
And the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan. 


6 . 

10 And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be mighty upon the earth. 

11 And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lchabim, and Naphtuhim, 

12 And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (of whom came the Philistines,) and Caphthorim. 

7. 

13 And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth, 

14 The Jebusite also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, 

8 . 

15 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, 

16 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite. 

9. 

17 The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram, and Uz, and Hul, 
and Gether, and Meshech. 

18 And Arphaxad begat Shelah, and Shelah begat Eber. 

10 . 

19 And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg; because in his days the 
earth was divided: and his brother's name was Joktan. 

11 . 

20 And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, 

21 Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, 

12 . 

22 And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, 

23 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan. 
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13. 

[Therefore the lineage from Noah, the tenth from Adam, is] 

24 Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 

25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, 

26 Serug, Nahor, Terah, 


14. 

27 Abram; the same is Abraham. 

28 The sons of Abraham; Isaac, and Ishmael. 

29 These are their generations: 


15. 

The firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, 

30 Mishma, and Dumah, Massa, Hadad, and Tema, 

31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael. 

16. 

32 Now the sons of Keturah, Abraham's concubine: 

she bare Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. 

17. 

And the sons of Jokshan; Sheba, and Dedan. 

33 And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and TIenoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. 
All these are the sons of Keturah. 


18. 

34 And Abraham begat Isaac. 

The sons of Isaac; 

Esau and Israel. 


19. 

35 The sons of Esau; 

Eliphaz, Reuel, and Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah. 

20 . 

36 The sons of Eliphaz; 

Teman, and Omar, Zephi, and Gatam, Kenaz, and Tiinna, and Amalek. 

37 The sons of Reuel; 

Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. 


20 . 

38 And the sons of Seir [?]; 

Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah, and Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan. 

39 And the sons of Lotan; 

Hori, and Homam: and Timna was Lotan's sister. 

21 . 

40 The sons of Shobal; 

Alian, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. 

And the sons of Zibeon; 

Aiah, and Anah. 
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22 . 

41 The sons of Anah; 

Dishon. 

And the sons of Dishon; 

Aniram, and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran. 


23. 

42 The sons of Ezer; 

Bilhan, and Zavan, and Jakan. 

The sons of Dishan; 

Uz, and Aran. 


24. 

43 Now these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned over the 
children of Israel; Bela the son of Beor: and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 

25. 

44 And when Bela was dead, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead. 

45 And when Jobab was dead, Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his stead. 

26. 

46 And when Husham was dead, Hadad the son of Bedad, which smote Midian in the field of 
Moab, reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Avith. 

47 And when Hadad was dead, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his stead. 

27. 

48 And when Samlah was dead, Shaul of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead. 

49 And when Shaul was dead, Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his stead. 

28. 

50 And when Baal-hanan was dead, Hadad reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Pai; 
and his wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 

51 Hadad died also. 


29. 

And the dukes of Edom were; duke Timnah, duke Aliah, duke Jetheth, 

52 Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, 

30. 

53 Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar, 

54 Duke Magdiel, duke Iram. These are the dukes of Edom. 
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The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER TWO 
Divisions 31-60 


31. 

1 These are the sons of Israel; 

Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, 

2 Dan, Joseph, and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 


1ST CHRONICLES 2 


32. 

3 The sons of Judah; 

Er, and Onan, and Shelah: 

which three were born unto him of the daughter of Shua the Canaanitess. 

33. 

And Er, the firstborn of Judah, was evil in the sight of the LORD; and he slew him. 

4 And Tamar his daughter in law bare him Pharez and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were five. 


34. 

5 The sons of Pharez; 

Hezron, and Hamul. 


6 And the sons of Zerah; 

Zimri, and Ethan, and Heman, and Calcol, and Dara: five of them in all. 


35. 

7 And the sons of Carmi [?]\ 

Achar, the troubler of Israel, who transgressed in the thing accursed. 

8 And the sons of Ethan; 

Azariah. 


36. 

9 The sons also of Hezron, that were born unto him; 

Jerahmeel, and Ram, and Chelubai. 

10 And Ram begat Amminadab; 

and Amminadab begat Nahshon, prince of the children of Judah; 

37. 

11 And Nahshon begat Salma, and Salma begat Boaz, 

12 And Boaz begat Obed, and Obed begat Jesse, 

38. 

13 And Jesse begat his firstborn Eliab, and Abinadab the second, and Shimma the third, 

14 Nethaneel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, 

15 Ozem the sixth, [and] David the seventh: 

39. 

16 Whose sisters were Zeruiah, and Abigail. 

And the sons of Zeruiah; 

Abishai, and Joab, and Asahel, three. 

17 And Abigail bare Amasa: 

and the father of Amasa was Jether the Ishmeelite. 
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40. 

18 And Caleb the son of Hezron begat children of Azubah his wife, and of Jerioth: 
her sons are these; Jesher, and Shobab, and Ardon. 

19 And when Azubah was dead, Caleb took unto him Ephrath, which bare him Hur. 

41. 

20 And Hur begat Uri, and Uri begat Bezaleel. 

21 And afterward Hezron went in to the daughter of Machir the father of Gilead, 
whom he married when he was threescore years old; and she bare him Segub. 

42. 

22 And Segub begat Jair, who had three and twenty cities in the land of Gilead. 

23 And he took Geshur, and Aram, with the towns of Jair, from them, with Kenath, and the towns 
thereof, even threescore cities. 


43. 

All these belonged to the sons of Machir the father of Gilead. 

24 And after that Hezron was dead in Caleb-ephratah, then Abiah Hezron's wife bare him Ashur 
the father of Tekoa. 


44. 

25 And the sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn of Hezron were, Ram the firstborn, and Bunah, and 
Oren, and Ozem, and Ahijah. 

26 Jerahmeel had also another wife, whose name was Atarah; she was the mother of Onam. 

45. 

27 And the sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerahmeel were, Maaz, and Jamin, and Eker. 

28 And the sons of Onam were, Shammai, and Jada. 

And the sons of Shammai; Nadab, and Abishur. 


46. 

29 And the name of the wife of Abishur was Abihail, and she bare him Ahban, and Molid. 

30 And the sons of Nadab; Seled, and Appaim: but Seled died without children. 

47. 

31 And the sons of Appaim; Ishi. And the sons of Ishi; Sheshan. And the children of Sheshan; 
Ahlai. 

32 And the sons of Jada the brother of Shammai; Jether, and Jonathan: and Jether died without 
children. 


48. 

33 And the sons of Jonathan; Peleth, and Zaza. These were the sons of Jerahmeel. 

34 Now Sheshan had no sons, but daughters. 


49. 

And Sheshan had a servant, an Egyptian, whose name was Jarha. 

35 And Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his servant to wife; and she bare him Attai. 

50. 

36 And Attai begat Nathan, and Nathan begat Zabad, 

37 And Zabad begat Ephlal, and Ephlal begat Obed, 

51. 

38 And Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu begat Azariah, 

39 And Azariah begat Helez, and Helez begat Eleasah, 
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52. 

40 And Eleasah begat Sisamai, and Sisamai begat Shallum, 

41 And Shallum begat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begat Elishama. 

53. 

42 Now the sons of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel were, Mesha his firstborn, which was the 
father of Ziph; and the sons of Mareshah the father of Hebron. 

43 And the sons of Hebron; Korah, and Tappuah, and Rekem, and Shema. 

54. 

44 And Shema begat Raham, the father of Jorkoam: and Rekem begat Shammai. 

45 And the son of Shammai was Maon: 
and Maon was the father of Beth-zur. 


55. 

46 And Ephah, Caleb's concubine, bare Haran, and Moza, and Gazez: and Haran begat Gazez. 

47 And the sons of Jahdai; 

Regem, and Jotham, and Gesham, and Pelet, and Ephah, and Shaaph. 

56. 

48 Maachah, Caleb's concubine, bare Sheber, and Tirhanah. 

49 She bare also Shaaph the father of Madmannah, Sheva the father of Machbenah, and the 
father of Gibea: and the daughter of Caleb was Achsa. 

57. 

50 These were the sons of Caleb the son of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah; 

Shobal the father of Kirjath-jearim, 

51 Salma the father of Beth-lehem, Hareph the father of Beth-gader. 

58. 

52 And Shobal the father of Kirjath-jearim had sons; 

Haroeh, and half of the Manahethites. 

53 And the families of Kirjath-jearim; the Ithrites, and the Puhites, and the Shumathites, and the 
Mishraites; of them came the Zareathites, and the Eshtaulites. 

59. 

54 The sons of Salma; 

Beth-lehem, and the Netophathites, Ataroth, the house of Joab, and half of the Manahethites, the 
Zorites. 


60. 

55 And the families of the scribes which dwelt at Jabez; the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and 
Suchathites. 

These are the Kenites that came of Hemath, the father of the house of Rechab. 
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The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER THREE 
Divisions 61-95 


61. 


1ST CHRONICLES 3-4 


1 Now these were the sons of David, which were born unto him in Hebron; 


the firstborn Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; 
the second Daniel, of Abigail the Carmelitess: 


62. 

2 The third, Absalom the son of Maachah the daughter of Tahnai king of Geshur: 
the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith: 

3 The fifth, Shephatiah of Abital: 
the sixth, Ithream by Eglah his wife. 


63. 

4 These six were born unto him in Hebron; 

and there he reigned seven years and six months: 
and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years. 

64. 

5 And these were born unto him in Jerusalem; 
Shimea, and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, 
four, of Bath-shua the daughter of Ammiel: 


65. 

6 Ibhar also, and Elishama, and Eliphelet, 

7 And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia, 

8 And Elishama, and Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine. 

9 These were all the sons of David, beside the sons of the concubines, and Tamar their sister. 

66 . 

10 And Solomon's son was Rehoboam, 

Abia his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 

11 Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son, 

67. 

12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son, 

13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son, 

68 . 

14 Amon his son, Josiah his son. 

15 And the sons of Josiah were, the firstborn Johanan, the second Jehoiakim, the third Zedekiah, 
the fourth Shallum. 


69. 

16 And the sons of Jehoiakim: 

Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah his son. 

17 And the sons of Jeconiah; 

Assir, Salathiel his son, 
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70. 

18 Malchiram also, and Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah. 

19 And the sons of Pedaiah were, Zerubbabel, and Shimei: 

71. 

and the sons of Zerubbabel; 

Meshullam, and Hananiah, and Shelomith their sister: 

[and the sons of Shimei?] 

20 And Hashubah, and Ohel, and Berechiah, and Hasadiah, Jushab-hesed, five. 

72. 

21 And the sons of Hananiah; 

Pelatiah, and Jesaiah: 

the sons of Rephaiah, the sons of Amaii, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of Shechaniah. 

22 And the sons of Shechaniah; Shemaiah: 
and the sons of Shemaiah; 

Hattush, and Igeal, and Bariah, and Neariah, and Shaphat, six. 

73. 

23 And the sons of Neariah; 

Elioenai, and Hezekiah, and Azrikam, three. 


24 And the sons of Elioenai were, 

Hodaiah, and Eliashib, and Pelaiah, and Akkub, and Johanan, and Dalaiah, and Anani, seven. 


74. 

1 The sons of Judah; 

Pharez, Hezron, and Carmi, [?] and Hur, and Shobal. 


1ST CHRONICLES 4 


2 And Reaiah the son of Shobal begat Jahath; and Jahath begat Ahumai, and Lahad. 
These are the families of the Zorathites. 


75. 

3 And these were of the father of Etam; 

Jezreel, and Ishma, and Idbash: and the name of their sister was Hazelelponi: 

4 And Penuel the father of Gedor, and Ezer the father of Hushah. 

These are the sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah, the father of Beth-lehem. 

76. 

5 And Ashur the father of Tekoa had two wives, Helah and Naarah. 

6 And Naarah bare him Ahuzam, and Hepher, and Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were the sons 
of Naarah. 

7 And the sons of Helah were, Zereth, and Jezoar, and Ethnan 

77. 

8 And Coz begat Anub, and Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel the son of Hamm. 

9 And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name Jabez, 
saying, Because I bare him with sorrow. 


78. 

10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, 

Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, 
and that thine hand might be with me, 

and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! 
And God granted him that which he requested. 
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79 . 

11 And Chelub the brother of Shuah begat Mehir, which was the father of Eshton. 

12 And Eshton begat Beth-rapha, and Paseah, and Tehinnah the father of Ir-nahash. 
These are the men of Rechah. 


80. 

13 And the sons of Kenaz; Othniel, and Seraiah: and the sons of Othniel; Hathath. 

14 And Meonothai begat Ophrah: and Seraiah begat Joab, the father of the valley of Charashim; 
for they were craftsmen. 


81. 

15 And the sons of Caleb the son of Jephunneh; fru, Elah, and Naam: and the sons of Elah, even 
Kenaz. 

16 And the sons of Jehaleleel; Ziph, and Ziphah, Tiria, and Asareel. 

82. 

17 And the sons of Ezra were, Jether, and Mered, and Epher, and Jalon: and she bare Miriam, and 
Shammai, and Ishbah the father of Eshtemoa. 

18 And his wife Jehudijah bare Jered the father of Gedor, and Heber the father of Socho, and 
Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah. 


83. 

And these are the sons of Bithiah the daughter of Pharaoh, which Mered took. 

19 And the sons of his wife Hodiah the sister of Naham, the father of Keilah the Garmite, and 
Eshtemoa the Maachathite. 

20 And the sons of Shimon were, Amnon, and Rinnah, Ben-hanan, and Tilon. 

And the sons of Ishi were, Zoheth, and Ben-zoheth. 

84. 

21 The sons of Shelah the son of Judah were, Er the father of Lecah, and Laadah the father of 
Mareshah, and the families of the house of them that wrought fine linen, of the house of Ashbea, 

22 And Jokim, and the men of Chozeba, and Joash, and Saraph, who had the dominion in Moab, 
and Jashubi-lehem. 


85. 

And these are ancient things. 

23 These were the potters, and those that dwelt among plants and hedges: there they dwelt with 
the king for his work. 


86 . 

24 The sons of Simeon were, Nemuel, and Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, and Shaul: 

25 Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, Mishma his son. 

26 And the sons of Mishma; Hamuel his son, Zacchur his son, Shimei his son. 

87. 

27 And Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters; but his brethren had not many children, 
neither did all their family multiply, like to the children of Judah. 

28 And they dwelt at Beer-sheba, and Moladah, and Hazar-shual, 

29 And at Bilhah, and at Ezem, and at Tolad, 


88 . 

30 And at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, 

31 And at Beth-marcaboth, and Hazar-susim, and at Bcth-birei, and at Shaaraim. 

These were their cities unto the reign of David. 

89. 

32 And their villages were, Etam, and Ain, Rimmon, and Tochen, and Ashan, five cities: 

33 And all their villages that were round about the same cities, unto Baal. 

These were their habitations, and their genealogy. 
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90. 

34 And Meshobab, and Jamlech, and Joshah the son of Amaziah, 

35 And Joel, and Jehu the son of Josibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel, 

91. 

36 And Elioenai, and Jaakobah, and Jeshohaiah, and Asaiah, and Adiel, and Jesimiel, and 
Benaiah, 

37 And Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the son of 
Shemaiah; 


92. 

38 These mentioned by their names were princes in their families: and the house of their fathers 
increased greatly. 


93. 

39 And they went to the entrance of Gedor, even unto the east side of the valley, to seek pasture 
for their flocks. 

40 And they found fat pasture and good, and the land was wide, and quiet, and peaceable; for 
they of Ham had dwelt there of old. 


94. 

41 And these written by name came in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and smote their tents, 
and the habitations that were found there, and destroyed them utterly unto this day, and dwelt in 
their rooms: because there was pasture there for their flocks. 

95. 

42 And some of them, even of the sons of Simeon, five hundred men, went to mount Seir, having 
for their captains Pelatiah, and Neariah, and Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi. 

43 And they smote the rest of the Amalekites that were escaped, and dwelt there unto this day. 


The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 96-130 


1ST CHRONICLES 5-6 


96. 

1 Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was the firstborn; 

but, forasmuch as he defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of Joseph the 
son of Israel: and the genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birthright. 

2 For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was 
Joseph's:) 

3 The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel were , Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 


97. 

4 The sons of Joel; Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 

5 Micah his son, Reaia his son, Baal his son, 

6 Beerah his son, whom Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria earned away captive : he was prince of 
the Reubenites. 


98. 

7 And his brethren by their families, when the genealogy of their generations was reckoned, were 
the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, 

8 And Bela the son of Azaz, the son of Shema, the son of Joel, who dwelt in Aroer, even unto 
Nebo and Baal-meon: 

9 And eastward he inhabited unto the entering in of the wilderness from the river Euphrates: 
because their cattle were multiplied in the land of Gilead. 
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99. 

10 And in the days of Saul they made war with the Hagarites, who fell by their hand: 
and they dwelt in their tents throughout all the east land of Gilead. 

11 And the children of Gad dwelt over against them, in the land of Bashan unto Salchah: 

12 Joel the chief, and Shapham the next, and Jaanai, and Shaphat in Bashan. 

100 . 

13 And their brethren of the house of their fathers were, 

Michael, and Meshullam, and Sheba, and Jorai, and Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, seven. 

14 These are the children of Abihail the son of Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son 
of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the son of Buz; 

15 Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni, chief of the house of their fathers. 

101 . 

16 And they dwelt in Gilead in Bashan, and in her towns, and in all the suburbs of Sharon, upon 
their borders. 

17 All these were reckoned by genealogies in the days of Jotham king of Judah, and in the days 
of Jeroboam king of Israel. 

18 The sons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh, 

of valiant men, men able to bear buckler and sword, and to shoot with bow, and skilful in war, 
were four and forty thousand seven hundred and threescore, that went out to the war. 

102 . 

19 And they made war with the Hagarites, with Jetur, and Nephish, and Nodab. 

20 And they were helped against them, and the Hagarites were delivered into their hand, and all 
that were with them: 

for they cried to God in the battle, and he was intreated of them; because they put their trust in 
him. 


103. 

21 And they took away their cattle; of their camels fifty thousand, and of sheep two hundred and 
fifty thousand, and of asses two thousand, and of men an hundred thousand. 

22 For there fell down many slain, because the war was of God. 

And they dwelt in their steads until the captivity. 

104. 

23 And the children of the half tribe of Manasseh dwelt in the land: 

they increased from Bashan unto Baal-hermon and Senir, and unto mount Hermon. 

24 And these were the heads of the house of their fathers, 

even Epher, and Ishi, and Eliel, and Azriel, and Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and Jahdiel, 

mighty men of valour, famous men, and heads of the house of their fathers. 

105. 

25 And they transgressed against the God of their fathers, and went a whoring after the gods of 
the people of the land, whom God destroyed before them. 

26 And the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Tilgath- 
pilneser king of Assyria, 

and he carried them away, even the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, 
and brought them unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan, unto this day. 
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1ST CHRONICLES 6 


106 . 

1 The sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 

2 And die sons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel. 

3 And the children of Amram; Aaron, and Moses, and Miriam. The sons also of Aaron; Nadab, 
and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 


107. 

4 Eleazar begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat Abishua, 

5 And Abishua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat Uzzi, 

6 And Uzzi begat Zerahiah, and Zerahiah begat Meraioth, 

108. 

7 Meraioth begat Amariah, and Amariah begat Ahitub, 

8 And Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Ahimaaz, 

9 And Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and Azariah begat Johanan, 

109. 

10 And Johanan begat Azariah, (he it is that executed the priest's office in the temple that 
Solomon built in Jerusalem:) 

11 And Azariah begat Amariah, and Amariah begat Ahitub, 

12 And Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Shallum, 

110 . 

13 And Shallum begat Hilkiah, and Hilkiah begat Azariah, 

14 And Azariah begat Seraiah, and Seraiah begat Jehozadak, 

15 And Jehozadak went into captivity, when the LORD earned away Judah and Jerusalem by the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 


111 . 

16 The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, and Merari. 

17 And these be the names of the sons of Gershom; Libni, and Shimei. 

18 And the sons of Kohath were, Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel. 

19 The sons of Merari; Mahli, and Mushi. 


112 . 

And these are the families of the Levites according to their fathers. 

20 Of Gershom; Libni his son, Jahath his son, Zimmah his son, 

21 Joah his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, Jeaterai his son. 

113. 

22 The sons of Kohath; Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son, 

23 Elkanah his son, and Ebiasaph his son, and Assir his son, 

24 Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son. 

114. 

25 And the sons of Elkanah; Amasai, and Ahimoth. 

26 As for Elkanah: the sons of Elkanah; Zophai his son, and Nahath his son, 

27 Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, Elkanah his son. 

115. 

28 And the sons of Samuel; the firstborn Vashni, and Abiah. 

29 The sons of Merari; Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzza his son, 

30 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son. 

116. 

31 And these are they whom David set over the service of song in the house of the LORD, after 
that the ark had rest. 

32 And they ministered before the dwelling place of the tabernacle of the congregation with 
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singing, until Solomon had built the house of the LORD in Jerusalem: 
and then they waited on their office according to their order. 

117. 

33 And these are they that waited with their children. 

Of the sons of the Kohathites: 

Heman a singer, the son of Joel, the son of Shemuel, 

34 The son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of Toah, 

35 The son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai, 

118. 

36 The son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah, 

37 The son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, 

38 The son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel. 

119. 

39 And his brother Asaph, who stood on his right hand, even Asaph the son of Berachiah, the son 
of Shimea, 

40 The son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah, the son of Malchiah, 

41 The son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah, 

42 The son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah, the son of Shimei, 

43 The son of Jahath, the son of Gershom, the son of Levi. 

120 . 

44 And their brethren the sons of Merari stood on the left hand: Ethan the son of Kishi, the son of 
Abdi, the son of Malluch, 

45 The son of Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah, 

46 The son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the son of Shamer, 

47 The son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of Levi. 

121 . 

48 Their brethren also the Levites were appointed unto all manner of service of the tabernacle of 
the house of God. 

49 But Aaron and his sons offered upon the altar of the burnt offering, and on the altar of incense, 
and were appointed for all the work of the place most holy, and to make an atonement for Israel, 
according to all that Moses the servant of God had commanded. 

122 . 

50 And these are the sons of Aaron; 

Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, 

51 Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son, 

52 Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son, 

53 Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son. 


123. 

54 Now these are their dwelling places throughout their castles in their coasts, of the sons of 
Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites: for their's was the lot. 

55 And they gave them Hebron in the land of Judah, and the suburbs thereof round about it. 

56 But the fields of the city, and the villages thereof, they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 

124. 

57 And to the sons of Aaron they gave the cities of Judah, namely , Hebron, the city of refuge, and 
Libnah with her suburbs, and Jattir, and Eshtemoa, with their suburbs, 

58 And Hilen with her suburbs, Debir with her suburbs, 

59 And Ashan with her suburbs, and Beth-shemesh with her suburbs: 
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60 And out of the tribe of Benjamin; Geba with her suburbs, and Alemeth with her suburbs, and 
Anathoth with her suburbs. All their cities throughout their families were thirteen cities. 


125. 

61 And unto the sons of Kohath, which were left of the family of that tribe, were cities given out 
of the half tribe, namely, out of the half tribe of Manasseh, by lot, ten cities. 

62 And to the sons of Gershom throughout their families out of the tribe of Issachar, and out of 
the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, 
thirteen cities. 

63 Unto the sons of Merari were given by lot, throughout their families, out of the tribe of 
Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. 

126. 

64 And the children of Israel gave to the Levites these cities with their suburbs. 

65 And they gave by lot out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out of the tribe of the 
children of Simeon, and out of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, these cities, which are called 
by their names. 

66 And the residue of the families of the sons of Kohath had cities of their coasts out of the tribe 
of Ephraim. 


127. 

67 And they gave unto them, of the cities of refuge, Shechem in mount Ephraim with her 
suburbs; they gave also Gezer with her suburbs, 

68 And Jokmeam with her suburbs, and Beth-horon with her suburbs, 

69 And Aijalon with her suburbs, and Gath-rimmon with her suburbs: 

70 And out of the half tribe of Manasseh; Aner with her suburbs, and Bileam with her suburbs, 
for the family of the remnant of the sons of Kohath. 

128. 

71 Unto the sons of Gershom were given out of the family of the half tribe of Manasseh, Golan in 
Bashan with her suburbs, and Ashtaroth with her suburbs: 

72 And out of the tribe of Issachar; Kedesh with her suburbs, Daberath with her suburbs, 

73 And Ramoth with her suburbs, and Anem with her suburbs: 

129. 

74 And out of the tribe of Asher; Mashal with her suburbs, and Abdon with her suburbs, 

75 And Hukok with her suburbs, and Rehob with her suburbs: 

76 And out of the tribe of Naphtali; Kedesh in Galilee with her suburbs, and Hammon with her 
suburbs, and Kirjathaim with her suburbs. 

77 Unto the rest of the children of Merari were given out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rimmon with 
her suburbs, Tabor with her suburbs: 


130. 

78 And on the other side Jordan by Jericho, on the east side of Jordan, were given them out of the 
tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the wilderness with her suburbs, and Jahzah with her suburbs, 

79 Kedemoth also with her suburbs, and Mephaath with her suburbs: 

80 And out of the tribe of Gad; Ramoth in Gilead with her suburbs, and Mahanaim with her 
suburbs, 

81 And Hcshbon with her suburbs, and Jazer with her suburbs. 
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The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Divisions 131-160 


131. 


1ST CHRONICLES 7-8 


1 Now the sons of Issachar were, Tola, and Puah, Jashub, and Shimron, four. 

2 And the sons of Tola; 

Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and Jeriel, and Jahmai, and Jibsam, and Shemuel, heads of their father's 
house, to wit, of Tola: 

they were valiant men of might in their generations; whose number was in the days of David two 
and twenty thousand and six hundred. 


132. 

3 And the sons of Uzzi; Izrahiah: 

and the sons of Izrahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, and Joel, Ishiah, five: all of them chief men. 

4 And with them, by their generations, after the house of their fathers, were bands of soldiers for 
war, six and thirty thousand men: for they had many wives and sons. 

5 And their brethren among all the families of Issachar were valiant men of might, reckoned in all 
by their genealogies fourscore and seven thousand. 

133. 

6 The sons of Benjamin; Bela, and Becher, and Jediael, three. 

7 And the sons of Bela; Ezbon, and Uzzi, and Uzziel, and Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads of the 
house of their fathers, mighty men of valour; and were reckoned by their genealogies twenty and 
two thousand and thirty and four. 


134. 

8 And the sons of Becher; Zemira, and Joash, and Eliezer, and Elioenai, and Omri, and Jerimoth, 
and Abiah, and Anathoth, and Alameth. All these are the sons of Becher. 

9 And the number of them, after their genealogy by their generations, heads of the house of their 
fathers, mighty men of valour, was twenty thousand and two hundred. 

135. 

10 The sons also of Jediael; 

Bilhan: and the sons of Bilhan; Jeush, and Benjamin, and Ehud, and Chenaanah, and Zethan, and 
Tharshish, and Ahishahar. 

11 All these the sons of Jediael, by the heads of their fathers, mighty men of valour, were 
seventeen thousand and two hundred soldiers, fit to go out for war and battle. 

12 Shuppim also, and Huppim, the children of Ir, and Hushim, the sons of Aher. 

136. 

13 The sons of Naphtali; Jahziel, and Guni, and Jezer, and Shallum, the sons of Bilhah. 

137. 

14 The sons of Manasseh; Ashriel, whom she bare: (but his concubine the Aramitess bare Machir 
the father of Gilead: 

15 And Machir took to wife the sister of Huppim and Shuppim, whose sister's name was 
Maachah;) and the name of the second was Zelophehad: and Zelophehad had daughters. 

16 And Maachah the wife of Machir bare a son, and she called his name Peresh; and the name of 
his brother was Sheresh; and his sons were Ulam and Rakem. 

138. 

17 And the sons of Ulam; Bedan. These were the sons of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of 
Manasseh. 

18 And his sister Hammoleketh bare Ishod, and Abiezer, and Mahalah. 

19 And the sons of Shemidah were, Ahian, and Shechem, and Likhi, and Aniam. 
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139. 

20 And the sons of Ephraim; Shuthelah, and Bered his son, and Tahath his son, and Eladah his 
son, and Tahath his son, 

21 And Zabad his son, and Shuthelah his son, and Ezer, and Elead, whom the men of Gath that 
were bom in that land slew, because they came down to take away their cattle. 

140. 

22 And Ephraim their father mourned many days, and his brethren came to comfort him.\ 

23 And when he went in to his wife, she conceived, and bare a son, and he called his name 
Beriah, because it went evil with his house. 


141. 

24 (And his daughter was Sherah, who built Beth-horon the nether, and the upper, and Uzzen- 
sherah.) 

25 And Rcphah was his son, also Resheph, and Telah his son, and Tahan his son, 

26 Laadan his son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his son, 

27 Non his son, Jehoshua his son. 


142. 

28 And their possessions and habitations were, Beth-el and the towns thereof, and eastward 
Naaran, and westward Gezer, with the towns thereof; Shechem also and the towns thereof, unto 
Gaza and the towns thereof: 

29 And by the borders of the children of Manasseh, Beth-shean and her towns, Taanach and her 
towns, Megiddo and her towns, Dor and her towns. In these dwelt the children of Joseph the son of 
Israel. 


143. 

30 The sons of Asher; Imnah, and Isuah, and Ishuai, and Beriah, and Serah their sister. 

31 And the sons of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel, who is the father of Birzavith. 

32 And Heber begat Japhlet, and Shomer, and Hotham, and Shua their sister. 

33 And the sons of Japhlet; Pasach, and Bimhal, and Ashvath. These are the children of Japhlet. 

144. 

34 And the sons of Shamer; Ahi, and Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram. 

35 And the sons of his brother Helem; Zophah, and Imna, and Shelesh, and Amal. 

36 The sons of Zophah; Suah, and Harncpher, and Shual, and Beri, and Imrah, 

37 Bezel', and Hod, and Shamma, and Shilshah, and Ithran, and Beera. 

145. 

38 And the sons of Jether; Jephunneh, and Pispah, and Ara. 

39 And the sons of Ulla; Arah, and Haniel, and Rezia. 

40 All these were the children of Asher, heads of their father's house, choice and mighty men of 
valour, chief of the princes. And the number throughout the genealogy of them that were apt to the 
war and to battle was twenty and six thousand men. 


1ST CHRONICLES 8 


146. 

1 Now Benjamin begat Bela his firstborn, Ashbel the second, and Aharah the third, 

2 Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. 


147. 

3 And the sons of Bela were, Addar, and Gera, and Abihud, 

4 And Abishua, and Naaman, and Ahoah, 

5 And Gera, and Shephuphan, and Huram. 
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148. 

6 And these are the sons of Ehud: these are the heads of the fathers of the inhabitants of Geba, 
and they removed them to Manahath: 

7 And Naaman, and Ahiah, and Gera, he removed them, and begat Uzza, and Ahihud. 

149. 

8 And Shaharaim begat children in the country of Moab, after he had sent them away; Hushim 
and Baara were his wives. 

9 And he begat of Hodesh his wife, Jobab, and Zibia, and Mesha, and Malcham, 

10 And Jeuz, and Shachia, and Minna. These were his sons, heads of the fathers. 

150. 

11 And of Hushim he begat Abitub, and Elpaal. 

12 The sons of Elpaal; Eber, and Misham, and Shamed, who built Ono, and Lod, with the towns 
thereof: 

13 Beriah also, and Shema, who were heads of the fathers of the inhabitants of Aijalon, who 
drove away the inhabitants of Gath: 


151. 

14 And Ahio, Shashak, and Jeremoth, 

15 And Zebadiah, and Arad, and Ader, 

16 And Michael, and Ispah, and Joha, the sons of Beriah; 

152. 

17 And Zebadiah, and Meshullam, and Hezeki, and Heber, 

18 Ishmerai also, and Jezliah, and Jobab, the sons of Elpaal; 

19 And Jakim, and Zichri, and Zabdi, 

153. 

20 And Elienai, and Zilthai, and Eliel, 

21 And Adaiah, and Beraiah, and Shimrath, the sons of Shimhi; 

22 And Ishpan, and Heber, and Eliel, 

154. 

23 And Abdon, and Zichri, and Hanan, 

24 And Hananiah, and Elam, and Antothijah, 

25 And Iphedeiah, and Penuel, the sons of Shashak; 

155. 

26 And Shamsherai, and Shehariah, and Athaliah, 

27 And Jaresiah, and Eliah, and Zichri, the sons of Jeroham. 

28 These were heads of the fathers, by their generations, chief men. These dwelt in Jerusalem. 

156. 

29 And at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon; whose wife's name was Maachah: 

30 And his firstborn son Abdon, and Zur, and Kish, and Baal, and Nadab, 

31 And Gedor, and Ahio, and Zacher. 

157. 

32 And Mikloth begat Shimeah. And these also dwelt with their brethren in Jerusalem, over 
against them. 

33 And Ner begat Kish, and Kish begat Saul, and Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi-shua, and 
Abinadab, and Esh-baal. 

158. 

34 And the son of Jonathan was Merib-baal; and Merib-baal begat Micah. 

35 And the sons of Micah were, Pithon, and Melech, and Tarea, and Ahaz. 

36 And Ahaz begat Jehoadah; and Jehoadah begat Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri 
begat Moza, 
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159 . 

37 And Moza begat Binea: Rapha was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son: 

38 And Azel had six sons, whose names are these, Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ishmael, and Sheariah, 
and Obadiah, and Hanan. 

All these were the sons of Azel. 


160. 

39 And the sons of Eshek his brother were, Ulam his firstborn, Jehush the second, and Eliphelet 
the third. 

40 And the sons of Ulam were mighty men of valour, archers, and had many sons, and sons' sons, 
an hundred and fifty. All these are of the sons of Benjamin. 


The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER SIX 
Divisions 161-190 


161. 


1ST CHRONICLES 9-10 


1 So all Israel were reckoned by genealogies; and, behold, they were written in the book of the 
kings of Israel and Judah, who were carried away to Babylon for their transgression. 


162. 

2 Now the first inhabitants that dwelt in their possessions in their cities were, the Israelites, the 
priests, Levites, and the Nethinims. 


163. 

3 And in Jerusalem dwelt of the children of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, and of the 
children of Ephraim, and Manasseh; 

4 Uthai the son of Ammihud, the son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the children of 
Pharez the son of Judah. 


164. 

5 And of the Shilonites; Asaiah the firstborn, and his sons. 

6 And of the sons of Zerah; Jeuel, and their brethren, six hundred and ninety. 

165. 

7 And of the sons of Benjamin; Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah, the son of 
Hasenuah, 

8 And Ibneiah the son of Jeroham, and Elah the son of Uzzi, the son of Michri, and Meshullam 
the son of Shephathiah, the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah; 

9 And their brethren, according to their generations, nine hundred and fifty and six. All these men 
were chief of the fathers in the house of their fathers. 

166. 

10 And of the priests; Jedaiah, and Jehoiarib, and Jachin, 

11 And Azariah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, 
the son of Ahitub, the ruler of the house of God; 


167. 

12 And Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pashur, the son of Malchijah, and Maasiai the son 
of Adiel, the son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Meshillemith, the son of Immer; 

13 And their brethren, heads of the house of their fathers, a thousand and seven hundred and 
threescore; very able men for the work of the service of the house of God. 

168. 

14 And of the Levites; Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, 
of the sons of Merari; 

15 And Bakbakkar, Heresh, and Galal, and Mattaniah the son of Micah, the son of Zichri, the son 


572 



of Asaph; 

16 And Obadiah die son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun, and Berechiah the 
son of Asa, the son of Elkanah, that dwelt in the villages of the Netophathites. 

169. 

17 And the porters were, Shallum, and Akkub, and Talmon, and Ahiman, and their brethren: 
Shallum was the chief; 

18 Who hitherto waited in the king's gate eastward: they were porters in the companies of the 
children of Levi. 


170. 

19 And Shallum the son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his brethren, of the 
house of his father, the Korahites, were over the work of the service, keepers of the gates of the 
tabernacle: and their fathers, being over the host of the LORD, were keepers of the entry. 

171. 

20 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar was the ruler over them in time past, and the LORD was with 
him. 

21 And Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah was porter of the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. 


172. 

22 All these which were chosen to be porters in the gates were two hundred and twelve. These 
were reckoned by their genealogy in their villages, whom David and Samuel the seer did ordain in 
their set office. 


173. 

23 So they and their children had the oversight of the gates of the house of the LORD, namely, 
the house of the tabernacle, by wards. 

24 In four quarters were the porters, toward the east, west, north, and south. 

174. 

25 And their brethren, which were in their villages, were to come after seven days from time to 
time with them. 

26 For these Levites, the four chief porters, were in their set office, and were over the chambers 
and treasuries of the house of God. 

175. 

27 And they lodged round about the house of God, because the charge was upon them, and the 
opening thereof every morning pertained to them. 

28 And certain of them had the charge of the ministering vessels, that they should bring them in 
and out by tale. 


176. 

29 Some of them also were appointed to oversee the vessels, and all the instruments of the 
sanctuary, and the fine flour, and the wine, and the oil, and the frankincense, and the spices. 

30 And some of the sons of the priests made the ointment of the spices. 

111 . 

31 And Mattithiah, one of the Levites, who was the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, had the set 
office over the things that were made in the pans. 

32 And other of their brethren, of the sons of the Kohathites, were over the shewbread, to prepare 
it every sabbath. 


178. 

33 And these are the singers, chief of the fathers of the Levites, who remaining in the chambers 
were free: for they were employed in that work day and night. 

34 These chief fathers of the Levites were chief throughout their generations; these dwelt at 
Jerusalem. 
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179. 

35 And in Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon, Jchiel, whose wife's name was Maachah: 

36 And his firstborn son Abdon, then Zur, and Kish, and Baal, and Ner, and Nadab, 

37 And Gedor, and Ahio, and Zechariah, and Mikloth. 

180. 

38 And Mikloth begat Shimeam. And they also dwelt with their brethren at Jerusalem, over 
against their brethren. 

39 And Ner begat Kish; and Kish begat Saul; and Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi-shua, and 
Abinadab, and Esh-baal. 


181. 

40 And the son of Jonathan was Merib-baal: and Merib-baal begat Micah. 

41 And the sons of Micah were, Pithon, and Melech, and Tahrea, and Ahaz. [?] 

182. 

42 And Ahaz begat Jarah; and Jarah begat Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begat 
Moza; 

43 And Moza begat Binea; and Rephaiah his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son. 

44 And Azel had six sons, whose names are these, Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ishmael, and Sheariah, 
and Obadiah, and Hanan: these were the sons of Azel. 


1ST CHRONICLES 10 


183. 

1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, 
and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. 

2 And the Philistines followed hard after Saul, and after his sons; and the Philistines slew 
Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 


184. 

3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him, and he was wounded of the 
archers. 

4 Then said Saul to his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest 
these uncircumcised come and abuse me. 


185. 

But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. 

So Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 

5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise on the sword, and died. 

186. 

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and all his house died together. 

7 And when all the men of Israel that were in the valley saw that they fled, and that Saul and his 
sons were dead, then they forsook their cities, and fled: and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

187. 

8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found 
Saul and his sons fallen in mount Gilboa. 

9 And when they had stripped him, they took his head, and his armour, and sent into the land of 
the Philistines round about, to carry tidings unto their idols, and to the people. 

188. 

10 And they put his armour in the house of their gods, and fastened his head in the temple of 
Dagon. 


189. 

11 And when all Jabesh-gilead heard all that the Philistines had done to Saul, 

12 They arose, all the valiant men, and took away the body of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, 
and brought them to Jabesh, and buried their bones under the oak in Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 
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190 . 

13 So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD, even against the 
word of the LORD, which he kept not, 

and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of if, 

14 And enquired not of the LORD: 

therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the son of Jesse. 


The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
Divisions 191-230 


1ST CHRONICLES 11-12 


191. 

1 Then all Israel gathered themselves to David unto Hebron, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and 
thy flesh. 

2 And moreover in time past, even when Saul was king, thou wast he that leddest out and 
broughtest in Israel: and the LORD thy God said unto thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and 
thou shalt be ruler over my people Israel. 


192. 

3 Therefore came all the elders of Israel to the king to Hebron; and David made a covenant with 
them in Hebron before the LORD; and they anointed David king over Israel, according to the word 
of the LORD by Samuel. 

4 And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, which is Jebus; where the Jebusites were, the 
inhabitants of the land. 


193. 

5 And the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, Thou shalt not come hither. Nevertheless David 
took the castle of Zion, which is the city of David. 

6 And David said, Whosoever smiteth the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain. So Joab the 
son of Zeruiah went first up, and was chief. 


194. 

7 And David dwelt in the castle; therefore they called it the city of David. 

8 And he built the city round about, even from Millo round about: and Joab repaired the rest of 
the city. 


195. 

9 So David waxed greater and greater: for the LORD of hosts was with him. 

10 These also are the chief of the mighty men whom David had, who strengthened themselves 
with him in his kingdom, and with all Israel, to make him king, according to the word of the LORD 
concerning Israel. 


196. 

11 And this is the number of the mighty men whom David had; Jashobeam, an Hachmonite, the 
chief of the captains: he lifted up his spear against three hundred slain by him at one time. 

12 And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one of the three mighties. 

197. 

13 He was with David at Pas-dammim, and there the Philistines were gathered together to battle, 
where was a parcel of ground full of barley; and the people fled from before the Philistines. 

14 And they set themselves in the midst of that parcel, and delivered it, and slew the Philistines; 
and the LORD saved them by a great deliverance. 

198. 

15 Now three of the thirty captains went down to the rock to David, into the cave of Adullam; 
and the host of the Philistines encamped in the valley of Rephaim. 

16 And David was then in the hold, and the Philistines' garrison was then at Beth-lehem. 
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199. 

17 And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me drink of the water of the well of 
Beth-lehem, that is at the gate! 

18 And the three brake through the host of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Beth¬ 
lehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to David: 

200 . 

but David would not drink of it, but poured it out to the LORD, 

19 And said, My God forbid it me, that I should do this thing: shall I drink the blood of these men 
that have put their lives in jeopardy? for with the jeopardy of their lives they brought it. Therefore 
he would not drink it. These things did these three mightiest. 

201 . 

20 And Abishai the brother of Joab, he was chief of the three: for lifting up his spear against three 
hundred, he slew them, and had a name among the three. 

21 Of the three, he was more honourable than the two; for he was their captain: howbeit he 
attained not to the first three. 


202 . 

22 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who had done many acts; he 
slew two lionlike men of Moab: also he went down and slew a lion in a pit in a snowy day. 

23 And he slew an Egyptian, a man of great stature, five cubits high; and in the Egyptian's hand 
was a spear like a weaver's beam; and he went down to him with a staff, and plucked the spear out 
of the Egyptian's hand, and slew him with his own spear. 

203. 

24 These things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and had the name among the three mighties. 

25 Behold, he was honourable among the thirty, but attained not to the first three: and David set 
him over his guard. 


204. 

26 Also the valiant men of the armies were, Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son of Dodo 
of Beth-lehem, 

27 Shammoth the Harorite, Helez the Pelonite, 

28 Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Antothite, 

205. 

29 Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite, 

30 Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the son of Baanah the Netophathite, 

31 Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah, that pertained to the children of Benjamin, Benaiah the 
Pirathonite, 


206. 

32 Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the Arbathite, 

33 Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 

34 The sons of Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan the son of Shage the Hararite, 

207. 

35 Ahiam the son of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal the son of Ur, 

36 Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite, 

37 Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the son of Ezbai, 

208. 

38 Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the son of Haggeri, 

39 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Berothite, the armourbearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah, 

40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 
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209 . 


41 Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai, 

42 Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite, a captain of the Reubenites, and thirty with him, 

43 Hanan the son of Maachah, and Joshaphat the Mithnite, 

210 . 

44 Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and Jehiel the sons of Hothan the Aroerite, 

45 Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the Tizite, 

46 Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai, and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and Ithmah the Moabite, 

47 Eliel, and Obed, and Jasiel the Mesobaite. 


211 . 


1ST CHRONICLES 12 


1 Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag, while he yet kept himself close because of 
Saul the son of Kish: and they were among the mighty men, helpers of the war. 

2 They were armed with bows, and could use both the right hand and the left in hurling stones 
and shooting arrows out of a bow, even of Saul's brethren of Benjamin. 


212 . 

3 The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel, and Pelet, 
the sons of Azmaveth; and Berachah, and Jehu the Antothite, 

4 And Ismaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thirty, and over the thirty; and Jeremiah, 
and Jahaziel, and Johanan, and Josabad the Gederathite, 


213. 

5 Eluzai, and Jerimoth, and Bealiah, and Shemariah, and Shephatiah the Haraphite, 

6 Elkanah, and Jesiah, and Azareel, and Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korhites, 

7 And Joelah, and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor. 

214. 

8 And of the Gadites there separated themselves unto David into the hold to the wilderness men 
of might, and men of war fit for the battle, that could handle shield and buckler, whose faces were 
like the faces of lions, and were as swift as the roes upon the mountains; 

215. 

9 Ezer the first, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third, 

10 Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 

11 Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, 


216. 

12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth, 

13 Jeremiah the tenth, Machbanai the eleventh. 

217. 

14 These were of the sons of Gad, captains of the host: one of the least was over an hundred, and 
the greatest over a thousand. 

15 These are they that went over Jordan in the first month, when it had overflown all his banks; 
and they put to flight all them of the valleys, both toward the east, and toward the west. 

218. 

16 And there came of the children of Benjamin and Judah to the hold unto David. 

17 And David went out to meet them, and answered and said unto them, If ye be come peaceably 
unto me to help me, mine heart shall be knit unto you: but if ye be come to betray me to mine 
enemies, seeing there is no wrong in mine hands, the God of our fathers look thereon , and rebuke 
it. 
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219. 

18 Then the spirit came upon Amasai, who was chief of the captains, and he said, Thine are we, 
David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse: peace, peace be unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers; 
for thy God helpeth thee. 

Then David received them, and made them captains of the band. 

220 . 

19 And there fell some of Manasseh to David, when he came with the Philistines against Saul to 
battle: but they helped them not: 

for the lords of the Philistines upon advisement sent him away, saying, He will fall to his master 
Saul to the jeopardy of our heads. 


221 . 

20 As he went to Ziklag, there fell to him of Manasseh, Adnah, and Jozabad, and Jcdiael, and 
Michael, and Jozabad, and Elihu, and Zilthai, captains of the thousands that were of Manasseh. 

21 And they helped David against the band of the rovers', for they were all mighty men of valour, 
and were captains in the host. 


222 . 

22 For at that time day by day there came to David to help him, until it was a great host, like the 
host of God. 

23 And these are the numbers of the bands that were ready armed to the war, and came to David 
to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of the LORD. 

223. 

24 The children of Judah that bare shield and spear were six thousand and eight hundred, ready 
armed to the war. 

25 Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of valour for the war, seven thousand and one 
hundred. 


224. 

26 Of the children of Levi four thousand and six hundred. 

27 And Jchoiada was the leader of the Aaronites, and with him were three thousand and seven 
hundred; 

28 And Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, and of his father's house twenty and two captains. 

225. 

29 And of the children of Benjamin, the kindred of Saul, three thousand: for hitherto the greatest 
part of them had kept the ward of the house of Saul. 

30 And of the children of Ephraim twenty thousand and eight hundred, mighty men of valour, 
famous throughout the house of their fathers. 


226. 

31 And of the half tribe of Manasseh eighteen thousand, which were expressed by name, to come 
and make David king. 

32 And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their 
commandment. 


227. 

33 Of Zebulun, such as went forth to battle, expert in war, with all instruments of war, fifty 
thousand, which could keep rank: they were not of double heart. 

34 And of Naphtali a thousand captains, and with them with shield and spear thirty and seven 
thousand. 


228. 

35 And of the Danites expert in war twenty and eight thousand and six hundred. 

36 And of Asher, such as went forth to battle, expert in war, forty thousand. 
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229. 

37 And on the other side of Jordan, of the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of 
Manasseh, with all manner of instruments of war for the battle, an hundred and twenty thousand. 

38 All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make 
David king over all Israel: and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David king. 

230. 

39 And there they were with David three days, eating and drinking: for their brethren had 
prepared for them. 

40 Moreover they that were nigh them, even unto Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought 
bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen, and meat, meal, cakes of figs, and 
bunches of raisins, and wine, and oil, and oxen, and sheep abundantly: for there was joy in Israel. 


The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
Divisions 231-260 


231. 


1ST CHRONICLES 13-15 


1 And David consulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, and with every leader. 

2 And David said unto all the congregation of Israel, If it seem good unto you, and that it be of 
the LORD our God, let us send abroad unto our brethren every where, that are left in all the land of 
Israel, and with them also to the priests and Levites which are in their cities and suburbs, that they 
may gather themselves unto us: 


232. 

3 And let us bring again the ark of our God to us: for we enquired not at it in the days of Saul. 

4 And all the congregation said that they would do so: for the thing was right in the eyes of all the 
people. 


233. 

5 So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor of Egypt even unto the entering of Hemath, 
to bring the ark of God from Kirjath-jearim. 

6 And David went up, and all Israel, to Baalah, that is, to Kirjath-jearim, which belonged to 
Judah, to bring up thence the ark of God the LORD, that dwelleth between the cherubims, whose 
name is called on it. 


234. 

7 And they earned the ark of God in a new cart out of the house of Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio 
drave the cart. 

8 And David and all Israel played before God with all their might, and with singing, and with 
harps, and with psalteries, and with timbrels, and with cymbals, and with trumpets. 

235. 

9 And when they came unto the threshingfloor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark; 
for the oxen stumbled. 

10 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, because he put his 
hand to the ark: and there he died before God. 


236. 

11 And David was displeased, because the LORD had made a breach upon Uzza: wherefore that 
place is called Perez-uzza to this day. 

12 And David was afraid of God that day, saying, How shall I bring the ark of God home to me? 
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237 . 

13 So David brought not the ark home to himself to the city of David, but carried it aside into the 
house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 

14 And the ark of God remained with the family of Obed-edom in his house three months. And 
the LORD blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that he had. 


1ST CHRONICLES 14 


238. 

1 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and timber of cedars, with masons and 
carpenters, to build him an house. 

2 And David perceived that the LORD had confirmed him king over Israel, for his kingdom was 
lifted up on high, because of his people Israel. 


239. 

3 And David took more wives at Jerusalem: and David begat more sons and daughters. 

4 Now these are the names of his children which he had in Jerusalem; Shammua, and Shobab, 
Nathan, and Solomon, 


240. 

5 And Ibhar, and Elishua, and Elpalet, 

6 And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia, 

7 And Elishama, and Beeliada, and Eliphalet. 


241. 

8 And when the Philistines heard that David was anointed king over all Israel, all the Philistines 
went up to seek David. And David heard of it, and went out against them. 

9 And the Philistines came and spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim. 

242. 

10 And David enquired of God, saying, Shall I go up against the Philistines? and wilt thou 
deliver them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto him, Go up; for I will deliver them into 
thine hand. 

11 So they came up to Baal-perazim; and David smote them there. 

243. 

Then David said, God hath broken in upon mine enemies by mine hand like the breaking forth of 
waters: therefore they called the name of that place Baal-perazim. 

12 And when they had left their gods there, David gave a commandment, and they were burned 
with fire. 

13 And the Philistines yet again spread themselves abroad in the valley. 

244. 

14 Therefore David enquired again of God; and God said unto him, 

Go not up after them; turn away from them, and come upon them over against the mulberry trees. 

15 And it shall be, when thou shalt hear a sound of going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that 
then thou shalt go out to battle: for God is gone forth before thee to smite the host of the Philistines. 

245. 

16 David therefore did as God commanded him: and they smote the host of the Philistines from 
Gibeon even to Gazer. 

17 And the fame of David went out into all lands; and the LORD brought the fear of him upon all 
nations. 
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1ST CHRONICLES 15 


246. 

1 And David made him houses in the city of David, and prepared a place for the ark of God, and 
pitched for it a tent. 

2 Then David said. None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites: for them hath the LORD 
chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minister unto him for ever. 

247. 

3 And David gathered all Israel together to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD unto his 
place, which he had prepared for it. 

4 And David assembled the children of Aaron, and the Levites: 

248. 

5 Of the sons of Kohath; Uriel the chief, and his brethren an hundred and twenty: 

6 Of the sons of Merari; Asaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred and twenty: 

7 Of the sons of Gershom; Joel the chief, and his brethren an hundred and thirty: 

249. 

8 Of the sons of Elizaphan; Shemaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred: 

9 Of the sons of Hebron; Eliel the chief, and his brethren fourscore: 

10 Of the sons of Uzziel; Amminadab the chief, and his brethren an hundred and twelve. 

250. 

11 And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, 
and Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Amminadab, 

12 And said unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers of the Levites: 

sanctify yourselves, both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the LORD God of 
Israel unto the place that I have prepared for it. 


251. 

13 For because ye did it not at the first, the LORD our God made a breach upon us, for that we 
sought him not after the due order. 

14 So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD God of 
Israel. 


252. 

15 And the children of the Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with the staves 
thereon, as Moses commanded according to the word of the LORD. 

16 And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers with 
instruments of musick, psalteries and harps and cymbals, sounding, by lifting up the voice with joy. 

253. 

17 So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph the son of 
Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan the son of Kushaiah; 

18 And with them their brethren of the second degree, Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel, and 
Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and Maaseiah, and Mattithiah, and 
Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, the porters. 

254. 

19 So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were appointed to sound with cymbals of brass; 

20 And Zechariah, and Aziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, and Eliab, and Maaseiah, 
and Benaiah, with psalteries on Alamoth; 

21 And Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, and Azaziah, with 
harps on the Sheminith to excel. 


255. 

22 And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was for song: he instructed about the song, because he 
was skilful. 

23 And Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the ark. 
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256. 

24 And Shebaniah, and Jehoshaphat, and Nethaneel, and Amasai, and Zechariah, and Benaiah, 
and Eliezer, the priests, did blow with the trumpets before the ark of God: 

and Obed-edom and Jehiah were doorkeepers for the ark. 

257. 

25 So David, and the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands, went to bring up the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD out of the house of Obed-edom with joy. 

26 And it came to pass, when God helped the Levites that bare the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD, that they offered seven bullocks and seven rams. 

258. 

27 And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the 
singers, and Chenaniah the master of the song with the singers: 

David also had upon him an ephod of linen. 


259. 

28 Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouting, and with sound 
of the cornet, and with trumpets, and with cymbals, making a noise with psalteries and harps. 


260. 

29 And it came to pass, as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came to the city of David, that 
Michal the daughter of Saul looking out at a window saw king David dancing and playing: and she 
despised him in her heart. 


The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER NINE 
Divisions 261-290 


261. 


1ST CHRONICLES 16-17 


1 So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tent that David had pitched for it: 
and they offered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings before God. 

2 And when David had made an end of offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of the LORD. 


262. 

3 And he dealt to every one of Israel, both man and woman, to every one a loaf of bread, and a 
good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine. 

4 And he appointed certain of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, and to record, 
and to thank and praise the LORD God of Israel: 


263. 

5 Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Mattithiah, 
and Eliab, and Benaiah, and Obed-edom: and Jeiel with psalteries and with harps; but Asaph made 
a sound with cymbals; 

6 Benaiah also and Jahaziel the priests with trumpets continually before the ark of the covenant 
of God. 


264. 

7 Then on that day David delivered first this psalm to thank the LORD into the hand of Asaph 
and his brethren. 

8 Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the people. 
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265. 

9 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works. 

10 Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD. 

266. 

11 Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually. 

12 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of his 
mouth; 


267. 

13 O ye seed of Israel his servant, ye children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

14 He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. 

268. 

15 Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the word which he commanded to a thousand 
generations; 

16 Even of the covenant which he made with Abraham, and of his oath unto Isaac; 

269. 

17 And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant, 

18 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance; 

270. 

19 When ye were but few, even a few, and strangers in it. 

20 And when they went from nation to nation, and from one kingdom to another people; 

271. 

21 He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes, 

22 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm. 

272. 

23 Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; shew forth from day to day his salvation. 

24 Declare his glory among the heathen; his marvellous works among all nations. 

25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised: he also is to be feared above all gods. 

273. 

26 For all the gods of the people are idols: but the LORD made the heavens. 

27 Glory and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in his place. 

28 Give unto the LORD, ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength. 

274. 

29 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

30 Fear before him, all the earth: the world also shall be stable, that it be not moved. 

275. 

31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let men say among the nations, The 
LORD reigneth. 

32 Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein. 

33 Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence of the LORD, because he cometh to 
judge the earth. 


276. 

34 O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

35 And say ye, Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather us together, and deliver us from the 
heathen, that we may give thanks to thy holy name, and glory in thy praise. 

277. 

36 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel for ever and ever. 

And all the people said, Amen, and praised the LORD. 
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278 . 

37 So he left there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD Asaph and his brethren, to 
minister before the ark continually, as every day's work required: 

38 And Obed-edom with their brethren, threescore and eight; Obed-edom also the son of 
Jeduthun and Hosah to be porters: 


279. 

39 And Zadok the priest, and his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the LORD in the 
high place that was at Gibeon, 

40 To offer burnt offerings unto the LORD upon the altar of the burnt offering continually 
morning and evening, and to do according to all that is written in the law of the LORD, which he 
commanded Israel; 


280. 

41 And with them Heman and Jeduthun, and the rest that were chosen, who were expressed by 
name, to give thanks to the LORD, because his mercy endureth for ever; 

42 And with them Heman and Jeduthun with trumpets and cymbals for those that should make a 
sound, and with musical instruments of God. And the sons of Jeduthun were porters. 

43 And all the people departed every man to his house: and David returned to bless his house. 


281. 


1ST CHRONICLES 17 


1 Now it came to pass, as David sat in his house, that David said to Nathan the prophet, Lo, I 
dwell in an house of cedars, but the ark of the covenant of the LORD remaineth under curtains. 

2 Then Nathan said unto David, Do all that is in thine heart; for God is with thee. 


3 And it came to pass the same night, that the word of God came to Nathan, saying, 

282. 

4 Go and tell David my servant, Thus saith the LORD, Thou shalt not build me an house to dwell 
in: 

5 For I have not dwelt in an house since the day that I brought up Israel unto this day; but have 
gone from tent to tent, and from one tabernacle to another. 

6 Wheresoever I have walked with all Israel, spake I a word to any of the judges of Israel, whom 
I commanded to feed my people, saying. Why have ye not built me an house of cedars? 

283. 

7 Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took 
thee from the sheepcote, even from following the sheep, that thou shouldest be ruler over my 
people Israel: 

8 And I have been with thee whithersoever thou hast walked, and have cut off all thine enemies 
from before thee, and have made thee a name like the name of the great men that are in the earth. 

284. 

9 Also I will ordain a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, and they shall dwell in their 
place, and shall be moved no more; neither shall the children of wickedness waste them any more, 
as at the beginning, 

10 And since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel. 

Moreover I will subdue all thine enemies. Furthermore I tell thee that the LORD will build thee 
an house. 

11 And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with thy fathers, 
that I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will establish his kingdom. 

285. 

12 He shall build me an house, and I will stablish his throne for ever. 

131 will be his father, and he shall be my son: 

and I will not take my mercy away from him, as I took it from him that was before thee: 

14 But I will settle him in mine house and in my kingdom for ever: and his throne shall be 
established for evermore. 
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286 . 

15 According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David. 

16 And David the king came and sat before the LORD, and said, Who am I, O LORD God, and 
what is mine house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? 

17 And yet this was a small thing in thine eyes, O God; for thou hast also spoken of thy servant's 
house for a great while to come, and hast regarded me according to the estate of a man of high 
degree, O LORD God. 


287. 

18 What can David speak more to thee for the honour of thy servant? for thou knowest thy 
servant. 

19 O LORD, for thy servant's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all this 
greatness, in making known all these great things. 

288. 

20 O LORD, there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that we 
have heard with our ears. 

21 And what one nation in the earth is like thy people Israel, whom God went to redeem to be his 
own people, to make thee a name of greatness and terribleness, by driving out nations from before 
thy people, whom thou hast redeemed out of Egypt? 

22 For thy people Israel didst thou make thine own people for ever; and thou, LORD, becamest 
their God. 


289. 

23 Therefore now, LORD, let the thing that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant and 
concerning his house be established for ever, and do as thou hast said. 

24 Let it even be established, that thy name may be magnified for ever, saying, The LORD of 
hosts is the God of Israel, even a God to Israel: and let the house of David thy servant be 
established before thee. 

25 For thou, O my God, hast told thy servant that thou wilt build him an house: therefore thy 
servant hath found in his heart to pray before thee. 

290. 

26 And now, LORD, thou art God, and hast promised this goodness unto thy servant: 

27 Now therefore let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may be before thee for 
ever: for thou blessest, O LORD, and it shall be blessed for ever. 
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The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER TEN 
Divisions 291-310 


291. 


1ST CHRONICLES 18-20 


1 Now after this it came to pass, that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them, and took 
Gath and her towns out of the hand of the Philistines. 

2 And he smote Moab; and the Moabites became David's servants, and brought gifts. 


292. 

3 And David smote Hadarezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, as he went to stablish his dominion 
by the river Euphrates. 

4 And David took from him a thousand chariots, and seven thousand horsemen, and twenty 
thousand footmen: David also houghed all the chariot horses, but reserved of them an hundred 
chariots. 


293. 

5 And when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadarezer king of Zobah, David slew of the 
Syrians two and twenty thousand men. 

6 Then David put garrisons in Syria-damascus; and the Syrians became David's servants, and 
brought gifts. Thus the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went. 

294. 

7 And David took the shields of gold that were on the servants of Hadarezer, and brought them to 
Jerusalem. 

8 Likewise from Tibhath, and from Chun, cities of Hadarezer, brought David very much brass, 
wherewith Solomon made the brasen sea, and the pillars, and the vessels of brass. 

295. 

9 Now when Tou king of Hamath heard how David had smitten all the host of Hadarezer king of 
Zobah; 

10 He sent Hadoram his son to king David, to enquire of his welfare, and to congratulate him, 
because he had fought against Hadarezer, and smitten him; (for Hadarezer had war with Tou;) and 
with him all manner of vessels of gold and silver and brass. 

296. 

11 Them also king David dedicated unto the LORD, with the silver and the gold that he brought 
from all these nations; from Edom, and from Moab, and from the children of Ammon, and from the 
Philistines, and from Amalek. 

12 Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah slew of the Edomites in the valley of salt eighteen 
thousand. 

13 And he put garrisons in Edom; and all the Edomites became David's servants. Thus the LORD 
preserved David whithersoever he went. 


297. 

14 So David reigned over all Israel, and executed judgment and justice among all his people. 

15 And Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, recorder. 

16 And Zadok the son of Ahitub, and Abimelech the son of Abiathar, were the priests; and 
Shavsha was scribe; 

17 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and the sons of 
David were chief about the king. 
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1ST CHRONICLES 19 


298. 

1 Now it came to pass after this, that Nahash the king of the children of Ammon died, and his son 
reigned in his stead. 

2 And David said, I will shew kindness unto Hanun the son of Nahash, because his father shewed 
kindness to me. And David sent messengers to comfort him concerning his father. 

299. 

So the servants of David came into the land of the children of Ammon to Hanun, to comfort him. 

3 But the princes of the children of Ammon said to Hanun, Thinkest thou that David doth honour 
thy father, that he hath sent comforters unto thee? are not his servants come unto thee for to search, 
and to overthrow, and to spy out the land? 


300. 

4 Wherefore Hanun took David's servants, and shaved them, and cut off their garments in the 
midst hard by their buttocks, and sent them away. 

5 Then there went certain, and told David how the men were served. And he sent to meet them: 
for the men were greatly ashamed. And the king said, Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown, 
and then return. 

6 And when the children of Ammon saw that they had made themselves odious to David, Hanun 
and the children of Ammon sent a thousand talents of silver to hire them chariots and horsemen out 
of Mesopotamia, and out of Syria-maachah, and out of Zobah. 

301. 

7 So they hired thirty and two thousand chariots, and the king of Maachah and his people; who 
came and pitched before Medeba. And the children of Ammon gathered themselves together from 
their cities, and came to battle. 

8 And when David heard of it, he sent Joab, and all the host of the mighty men. 

9 And the children of Ammon came out, and put the battle in array before the gate of the city: and 
the kings that were come were by themselves in the field. 

302. 

10 Now when Joab saw that the battle was set against him before and behind, he chose out of all 
the choice of Israel, and put them in array against the Syrians. 

11 And the rest of the people he delivered unto the hand of Abishai his brother, and they set 
themselves in array against the children of Ammon. 

303. 

12 And he said, If the Syrians be too strong for me, then thou shalt help me: but if the children of 
Ammon be too strong for thee, then I will help thee. 

13 Be of good courage, and let us behave ourselves valiantly for our people, and for the cities of 
our God: and let the LORD do that which is good in his sight. 

304. 

14 So Joab and the people that were with him drew nigh before the Syrians unto the battle; and 
they fled before him. 

15 And when the children of Ammon saw that the Syrians were fled, they likewise fled before 
Abishai his brother, and entered into the city. Then Joab came to Jerusalem. 

305. 

16 And when the Syrians saw that they were put to the worse before Israel, they sent messengers, 
and drew forth the Syrians that were beyond the river: and Shophach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them. 

17 And it was told David; and he gathered all Israel, and passed over Jordan, and came upon 
them, and set the battle in array against them. So when David had put the battle in array against the 
Syrians, they fought with him. 
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306 . 

18 But the Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew of the Syrians seven thousand men which 
fought in chariots, and forty thousand footmen, and killed Shophach the captain of the host. 

19 And when the servants of Hadarezer saw that they were put to the worse before Israel, they 
made peace with David, and became his servants: neither would the Syrians help the children of 
Ammon any more. 


307. 


1ST CHRONICLES 20 


1 And it came to pass, that after the year was expired, at the time that kings go out to battle, Joab 
led forth the power of the army, and wasted the country of the children of Ammon, and came and 
besieged Rabbah. But David tarried at Jerusalem. And Joab smote Rabbah, and destroyed it. 


308. 

2 And David took the crown of their king from off his head, and found it to weigh a talent of 
gold, and there were precious stones in it; and it was set upon David's head: and he brought also 
exceeding much spoil out of the city. 

3 And he brought out the people that were in it, and cut them with saws, and with harrows of iron, 
and with axes. Even so dealt David with all the cities of the children of Ammon. And David and all 
the people returned to Jerusalem. 


309. 

4 And it came to pass after this, that there arose war at Gezer with the Philistines; at which time 
Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Sippai, that was of the children of the giant: and they were subdued. 

5 And there was war again with the Philistines; and Elhanan the son of Jair slew Lahmi the 
brother of Goliath the Gittite, whose spear staff was like a weaver's beam. 

310. 

6 And yet again there was war at Gath, where was a man of great stature, whose fingers and toes 
were four and twenty, six on each hand, and six on each foot: and he also was the son of the giant. 

7 But when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea David's brother slew him. 

8 These were born unto the giant in Gath; and they fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of 
his servants. 
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The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 
Divisions 311-335 


31E 


1ST CHRONICLES 21-22 


1 And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel. 

2 And David said to Joab and to the rulers of the people, Go, number Israel from Beer-sheba even 
to Dan; and bring the number of them to me, that I may know it. 


312. 

3 And Joab answered, The LORD make his people an hundred times so many more as they be: 
but, my lord the king, are they not all my lord's servants? why then doth my lord require this thing? 
why will he be a cause of trespass to Israel? 

4 Nevertheless the king's word prevailed against Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, and went 
throughout all Israel, and came to Jerusalem. 


313. 

5 And Joab gave the sum of the number of the people unto David. And all they of Israel were a 
thousand thousand and an hundred thousand men that drew sword: and Judah was four hundred 
threescore and ten thousand men that drew sword. 

6 But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among them: for the king's word was abominable to 
Joab. 


314. 

7 And God was displeased with this thing; therefore he smote Israel. 

8 And David said unto God, I have sinned greatly, because I have done this thing: but now, I 
beseech thee, do away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly. 

315. 

9 And the LORD spake unto Gad, David's seer, saying, 

10 Go and tell David, saying, Thus saith the LORD, I offer thee three things: choose thee one of 
them, that I may do it unto thee. 


316. 

11 So Gad came to David, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Choose thee 

12 Either three years' famine; or three months to be destroyed before thy foes, while that the 
sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; or else three days the sword of the LORD, even the 
pestilence, in the land, and the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel. 
Now therefore advise thyself what word I shall bring again to him that sent me. 

317. 

13 And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let me fall now into the hand of the LORD; 
for very great are his mercies: but let me not fall into the hand of man. 

14 So the LORD sent pestilence upon Israel: and there fell of Israel seventy thousand men. 

318. 

15 And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was destroying, the LORD 
beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, It is enough, stay now 
thine hand. And the angel of the LORD stood by the threshingfloor of Oman the Jcbusite. 

16 And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of the LORD stand between the earth and the 
heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. 

319. 

Then David and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. 

17 And David said unto God, Is it not I that commanded the people to be numbered? even I it is 
that have sinned and done evil indeed; but as for these sheep, what have they done? let thine hand, 
I pray thee, O LORD my God, be on me, and on my father's house; but not on thy people, that they 
should be plagued. 
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320. 

18 Then the angel of the LORD commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up, and 
set up an altar unto the LORD in the threshingfloor of Oman the Jcbusite. 

19 And David went up at the saying of Gad, which he spake in the name of the LORD. 

20 And Oman turned back, and saw the angel; and his four sons with him hid themselves. 

321. 

Now Oman was threshing wheat. 

21 And as David came to Oman, Oman looked and saw David, and went out of the 
threshingfloor, and bowed himself to David with his face to the ground. 

22 Then David said to Oman, Grant me the place of this threshingfloor, that I may build an altar 
therein unto the LORD: thou shalt grant it me for the full price: that the plague may be stayed from 
the people. 


322. 

23 And Oman said unto David, Take it to thee, and let my lord the king do that which is good in 
his eyes: lo, I give thee the oxen also for burnt offerings, and the threshing instruments for wood, 
and the wheat for the meat offering; I give it all. 

24 And king David said to Oman, Nay; but I will verily buy it for the full price: for I will not take 
that which is thine for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings without cost. 

323. 

25 So David gave to Oman for the place six hundred shekels of gold by weight. 

26 And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings, and called upon the LORD; and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of 
burnt offering. 

27 And the LORD commanded the angel; and he put up his sword again into the sheath thereof. 

324. 

28 At that time when David saw that the LORD had answered him in the threshingfloor of Oman 
the Jebusite, then he sacrificed there. 

29 For the tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses made in the wilderness, and the altar of the 
burnt offering, were at that season in the high place at Gibeon. 

30 But David could not go before it to enquire of God: for he was afraid because of the sword of 
the angel of the LORD. 


1ST CHRONICLES 22 


325. 

1 Then David said, This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the altar of the burnt offering 
for Israel. 

2 And David commanded to gather together the strangers that were in the land of Israel; and he 
set masons to hew wrought stones to build the house of God. 


326. 

3 And David prepared iron in abundance for the nails for the doors of the gates, and for the 
joinings; and brass in abundance without weight; 

4 Also cedar trees in abundance: for the Zidonians and they of Tyre brought much cedar wood to 
David. 


327. 

5 And David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that is to be builded for 
the LORD must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all countries: I will 
therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared abundantly before his death. 

6 Then he called for Solomon his son, and charged him to build an house for the LORD God of 
Israel. 
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328. 

7 And David said to Solomon, My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build an house unto the 
name of the LORD my God: 

8 But the word of the LORD came to me, saying. Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast 
made great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood 
upon the earth in my sight. 


329. 

9 Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all 
his enemies round about: for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quietness unto 
Israel in his days. 

10 He shall build an house for my name; and he shall be my son, and I will be his father; and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever. 

330. 

11 Now, my son, the LORD be with thee; and prosper thou, and build the house of the LORD thy 
God, as he hath said of thee. 

12 Only the LORD give thee wisdom and understanding, and give thee charge concerning Israel, 
that thou mayest keep the law of the LORD thy God. 

331. 

13 Then shalt thou prosper, if thou takest heed to fulfil the statutes and judgments which the 
LORD charged Moses with concerning Israel: be strong, and of good courage; dread not, nor be 
dismayed. 


332. 

14 Now, behold, in my trouble I have prepared for the house of the LORD an hundred thousand 
talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of brass and iron without weight; for 
it is in abundance: timber also and stone have I prepared; and thou mayest add thereto. 

333. 

15 Moreover there are workmen with thee in abundance, hewers and workers of stone and 
timber, and all manner of cunning men for every manner of work. 

16 Of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the iron, there is no number. Arise therefore, and be 
doing, and the LORD be with thee. 


334. 

17 David also commanded all the princes of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying, 

18 Is not the LORD your God with you? and hath he not given you rest on every side? 

for he hath given the inhabitants of the land into mine hand; and the land is subdued before the 
LORD, and before his people. 


335. 

19 Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God; 

arise therefore, and build ye the sanctuary of the LORD God, to bring the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD, and the holy vessels of God, into the house that is to be built to the name of the LORD. 
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336. 


1ST CHRONICLES 23-24 


1 So when David was old and full of days, he made Solomon his son king over Israel. 

2 And he gathered together all the princes of Israel, with the priests and the Levites. 


337. 

3 Now the Levites were numbered from the age of thirty years and upward: and their number by 
their polls, man by man, was thirty and eight thousand. 

4 Of which, twenty and four thousand were to set forward the work of the house of the LORD; 
and six thousand were officers and judges: 


338. 

5 Moreover four thousand were porters; and four thousand praised the LORD with the 
instruments which I made, said David, to praise therewith. 

6 And David divided them into courses among the sons of Levi, namely, Gershon, Kohath, and 
Merari. 

339. 

7 Of the Gershonites were, Laadan, and Shimei. 

8 The sons of Laadan; the chief was Jehiel, and Zetham, and Joel, three. 

9 The sons of Shimei; Shelomith, and Haziel, and Haran, three. These were the chief of the 
fathers of Laadan. 


340. 

10 And the sons of Shimei were, Jahath, Zina, and Jeush, and Beriah. These four were the sons of 
Shimei. 

11 And Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the second: but Jeush and Beriah had not many sons; 
therefore they were in one reckoning, according to their father's house. 

341. 

12 The sons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, four. 

13 The sons of Amram; Aaron and Moses: and Aaron was separated, that he should sanctify the 
most holy things, he and his sons for ever, to bum incense before the LORD, to minister unto him, 
and to bless in his name for ever. 


342. 

14 Now concerning Moses the man of God, his sons were named of the tribe of Levi. 

15 The sons of Moses were, Gershom, and Eliezer. 

16 Of the sons of Gershom, Shebuel was the chief. 

343. 

17 And the sons of Eliezer were, Rehabiah the chief. 

And Eliezer had none other sons; but the sons of Rehabiah were very many. 

18 Of the sons of Izhar; Shelomith the chief. 


344. 

19 Of the sons of Hebron; Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam 
the fourth. 

20 Of the sons of Uzziel; Michah the first, and Jesiah the second. 

345. 

21 The sons of Merari; Mahli, and Mushi. The sons of Mahli; Eleazar, and Kish. 

22 And Eleazar died, and had no sons, but daughters: and their brethren the sons of Kish took 
them. 

23 The sons of Mushi; Mahli, and Eder, and Jeremoth, three. 

592 



346 . 

24 These were the sons of Levi after the house of their fathers; even the chief of the fathers, as 
they were counted by number of names by their polls, that did the work for the service of the house 
of the LORD, from the age of twenty years and upward. 

25 For David said, The LORD God of Israel hath given rest unto his people, that they may dwell 
in Jerusalem for ever: 


347. 

26 And also unto the Levites; they shall no more carry the tabernacle, nor any vessels of it for the 
service thereof. 

27 For by the last words of David the Levites were numbered from twenty years old and above: 

348. 

28 Because their office was to wait on the sons of Aaron for the service of the house of the 
LORD, in the courts, and in the chambers, and in the purifying of all holy things, and the work of 
the service of the house of God; 

29 Both for the shewbread, and for the fine flour for meat offering, and for the unleavened cakes, 
and for that which is baked in the pan, and for that which is fried, and for all manner of measure 
and size; 


349. 

30 And to stand every morning to thank and praise the LORD, and likewise at even; 

31 And to offer all burnt sacrifices unto the LORD in the sabbaths, in the new moons, and on the 
set feasts, by number, according to the order commanded unto them, continually before the LORD: 

32 And that they should keep the charge of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge of 
the holy place, and the charge of the sons of Aaron their brethren, in the service of the house of the 
LORD. 


1ST CHRONICLES 24 


350. 

1 Now these are the divisions of the sons of Aaron. The sons of Aaron; Nadab, and Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

2 But Nadab and Abihu died before their father, and had no children: therefore Eleazar and 
Ithamar executed the priest's office. 


351. 

3 And David distributed them, both Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of 
Ithamar, according to their offices in their service. 

4 And there were more chief men found of the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar; and 
thus were they divided. Among the sons of Eleazar there were sixteen chief men of the house of 
their fathers, and eight among the sons of Ithamar according to the house of their fathers. 

352. 

5 Thus were they divided by lot, one sort with another; for the governors of the sanctuary, and 
governors of the house of God, were of the sons of Eleazar, and of the sons of Ithamar. 

6 And Shemaiah the son of Nethaneel the scribe, one of the Levites, wrote them before the king, 
and the princes, and Zadok the priest, and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, and before the chief of 
the fathers of the priests and Levites: one principal household being taken for Eleazar, and one 
taken for Ithamar. 


353. 

7 Now the first lot came forth to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, 

8 The third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 

9 The fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin, 


354. 

10 The seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, 

11 The ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah, 

12 The eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, 
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355. 

13 The thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, 

14 The fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer, 

15 The seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to Aphses, 

356. 

16 The nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Jehezekel, 

17 The one and twentieth to Jachin, the two and twentieth to Gamul, 

18 The three and twentieth to Delaiah, the four and twentieth to Maaziah. 

19 These were the orderings of them in their service to come into the house of the LORD, 
according to their manner, under Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded 
him. 


357. 

20 And the rest of the sons of Levi were these'. Of the sons of Amram; Shubael: of the sons of 
Shubael; Jchdeiah. 

21 Concerning Rehabiah: of the sons of Rehabiah, the first was Isshiah. 

22 Of the Izharites; Shelomoth: of the sons of Shelomoth; Jahath. 

358. 

23 And the sons of Hebron: Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the 
fourth.. 

24 Of the sons ofUzziel; Michah: of the sons of Michah; Shamir. 

25 The brother of Michah was Isshiah: of the sons of Isshiah; Zechariah. 

359. 

26 The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi: the sons of Jaaziah; Beno. 

27 The sons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, and Shoham, and Zaccur, and Ibri. 

28 Of Mahli came Eleazar, who had no sons. 

360. 

29 Concerning Kish: the son of Kish was Jerahmeel. 

30 The sons also of Mushi; Mahli, and Eder, and Jerimoth. These were the sons of the Levites 
after the house of their fathers. 

31 These likewise cast lots over against their brethren the sons of Aaron in the presence of David 
the king, and Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the chief of the fathers of the priests and Levites, even the 
principal fathers over against their younger brethren. 
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The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

Divisions 361-390 


361. 


1ST CHRONICLES 25-26 


1 Moreover David and the captains of the host separated to the service of the sons of Asaph, and 
of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, with psalteries, and with cymbals: 
and the number of the workmen according to their service was: 

2 Of the sons of Asaph; Zaccur, and Joseph, and Nethaniah, and Asarelah, the sons of Asaph 
under the hands of Asaph, which prophesied according to the order of the king. 


362. 

3 Of Jeduthun: the sons of Jeduthun; Gedaliah, and Zeri, and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, and 
Mattithiah, six, under the hands of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp, to give 
thanks and to praise the LORD. 

4 Of Heman: the sons of Heman; Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth, Hananiah, 
Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth: 


363. 

5 All these were the sons of Heman the king's seer in the words of God, to lift up the horn. And 
God gave to Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. 

6 All these were under the hands of their father for song in the house of the LORD, with cymbals, 
psalteries, and harps, for the service of the house of God, according to the king's order to Asaph, 
Jeduthun, and Heman. 


364. 

7 So the number of them, with their brethren that were instructed in the songs of the LORD, even 
all that were cunning, was two hundred fourscore and eight. 

8 And they cast lots, ward against ward, as well the small as the great, the teacher as the scholar. 

365. 

9 Now the first lot came forth for Asaph to Joseph: 

the second to Gedaliah, who with his brethren and sons were twelve: 

10 The third to Zaccur, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

366. 

11 The fourth to Izri, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

12 The fifth to Nethaniah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

367. 

13 The sixth to Bukkiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

14 The seventh to Jesharelah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

368. 

15 The eighth to Jeshaiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

16 The ninth to Mattaniah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

369. 

17 The tenth to Shimei, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

18 The eleventh to Azareel, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

370. 

19 The twelfth to Hashabiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

20 The thirteenth to Shubael, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

371. 

21 The fourteenth to Mattithiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

22 The fifteenth to Jeremoth, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 


595 



372. 

23 The sixteenth to Hananiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

24 The seventeenth to Joshbekashah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

373. 

25 The eighteenth to Hanani, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

26 The nineteenth to Mallothi, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

374. 

27 The twentieth to Eliathah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

28 The one and twentieth to Hothir, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

375. 

29 The two and twentieth to Giddalti, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

30 The three and twentieth to Mahazioth, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve: 

31 The four and twentieth to Romamti-ezer, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve. 


376. 


1ST CHRONICLES 26 


1 Concerning the divisions of the porters: 

Of the Korhites was Meshelemiah the son of Kore, of the sons of Asaph. 

2 And the sons of Meshelemiah were, Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the 
third, Jathniel the fourth, 

3 Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, Elioenai the seventh. 


377. 

4 Moreover the sons of Obed-edom were, Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the 
third, and Sacar the fourth, and Nethaneel the fifth, 

5 Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peulthai the eighth: for God blessed him. 

378. 

6 Also unto Shemaiah his son were sons born, that ruled throughout the house of their father: for 
they were mighty men of valour. 

7 The sons of Shemaiah; Othni, and Rephael, and Obed, Elzabad, whose brethren were strong 
men, Elihu, and Semachiah. 


379. 

8 All these of the sons of Obed-edom: they and their sons and their brethren, able men for 
strength for the service, were threescore and two of Obed-edom. 

9 And Meshelemiah had sons and brethren, strong men, eighteen. 

380. 

10 Also Elosah, of the children of Merari, had sons; Simri the chief, (for though he was not the 
firstborn, yet his father made him the chief;) 

11 Hilkiah the second, Tcbaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth: all the sons and brethren of Elosah 
were thirteen. 


381. 

12 Among these were the divisions of the porters, even among the chief men, having wards one 
against another, to minister in the house of the LORD. 

13 And they cast lots, as well the small as the great, according to the house of their fathers, for 
every gate. 


382. 

14 And the lot eastward fell to Shelemiah. Then for Zechariah his son, a wise counsellor, they 
cast lots; and his lot came out northward. 

15 To Obed-edom southward; and to his sons the house of Asuppim. 
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383. 

16 To Shuppim and Hosah the lot came forth westward, with the gate Shallecheth, by the 
causeway of the going up, ward against ward. 

17 Eastward were six Levites, northward four a day, southward four a day, and toward Asuppim 
two and two. 


384. 

18 At Parbar westward, four at the causeway, and two at Parbar. 

19 These are the divisions of the porters among the sons of Kore, and among the sons of Merari. 

385. 

20 And of the Levites, Ahijah was over the treasures of the house of God, and over the treasures 
of the dedicated things. 

21 As concerning the sons of Laadan; the sons of the Gershonite Laadan, chief fathers, even of 
Laadan the Gershonite, were Jehieli. 


386. 

22 The sons of Jehieli; Zetham, and Joel his brother, which were over the treasures of the house 
of the LORD. 

23 Of the Amramites, and the Izharites, the Hcbronites, and the Uzzielites: 

24 And Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, was ruler of the treasures. 

387. 

25 And his brethren by Eliezer; Rehabiah his son, and Jeshaiah his son, and Joram his son, and 
Zichri his son, and Shelomith his son. 

26 Which Shelomith and his brethren were over all the treasures of the dedicated things, which 
David the king, and the chief fathers, the captains over thousands and hundreds, and the captains of 
the host, had dedicated. 


388. 

27 Out of the spoils won in battles did they dedicate to maintain the house of the LORD. 

28 And all that Samuel the seer, and Saul the son of Kish, and Abner the son of Ner, and Joab the 
son of Zeruiah, had dedicated; and whosoever had dedicated any thing, it was under the hand of 
Shelomith, and of his brethren. 


389. 

29 Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons were for the outward business over Israel, for officers 
and judges. 

30 And of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his brethren, men of valour, a thousand and seven 
hundred, were officers among them of Israel on this side Jordan westward in all the business of the 
LORD, and in the service of the king. 


390. 

31 Among the Hebronites was Jerijah the chief, even among the Hebronites, according to the 
generations of his fathers. In the fortieth year of the reign of David they were sought for, and there 
were found among them mighty men of valour at Jazer of Gilead. 

32 And his brethren, men of valour, were two thousand and seven hundred chief fathers, whom 
king David made rulers over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, for every 
matter pertaining to God, and affairs of the king. 
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The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
Divisions 391-425 


391. 


1ST CHRONICLES 27-28 


1 Now the children of Israel after their number, to wit, the chief fathers and captains of thousands 
and hundreds, and their officers that served the king in any matter of the courses, which came in 
and went out month by month throughout all the months of the year, of every course were twenty 
and four thousand. 


392. 

2 Over the first course for the first month was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel: and in his course 
were twenty and four thousand. 

3 Of the children of Perez was the chief of all the captains of the host for the first month. 

4 And over the course of the second month was Dodai an Ahohite, and of his course was Mikloth 
also the ruler: in his course likewise were twenty and four thousand. 

393. 

5 The third captain of the host for the third month was Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, a chief priest: 
and in his course were twenty and four thousand. 

6 This is that Benaiah, who was mighty among the thirty, and above the thirty: and in his course 
was Ammizabad his son. 

7 The fourth captain for the fourth month was Asahel the brother of Joab, and Zebadiah his son 
after him: and in his course were twenty and four thousand. 

394. 

8 The fifth captain for the fifth month was Shamhuth the Izrahite: and in his course were twenty 
and four thousand. 

9 The sixth captain for the sixth month was Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite: and in his course 
were twenty and four thousand. 


395. 

10 The seventh captain for the seventh month was Helez the Pelonite, of the children of Ephraim: 
and in his course were twenty and four thousand. 

11 The eighth captain for the eighth month was Sibbecai the Hushathite, of the Zarhites: and in 
his course were twenty and four thousand. 


396. 

12 The ninth captain for the ninth month was Abiezer the Anetothite, of the Benjamites: and in 
his course were twenty and four thousand. 

13 The tenth captain for the tenth month was Maharai the Netophathite, of the Zarhites: and in 
his course were twenty and four thousand. 


397. 

14 The eleventh captain for the eleventh month was Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the children of 
Ephraim: and in his course were twenty and four thousand. 

15 The twelfth captain for the twelfth month was Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel: and in his 
course were twenty and four thousand. 


398. 

16 Furthermore over the tribes of Israel: 

the ruler of the Reubenites was Eliezer the son of Zichri: 
of the Simeonites, Shephatiah the son of Maachah: 

399. 

17 Of the Levites, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel: of the Aaronites, Zadok: 

18 Of Judah, Elihu, one of the brethren of David: 
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400 . 


of Issachar, Omri the son of Michael: 

19 Of Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah: 
ofNaphtali, Jerimoth the son of Azriel: 


401. 

20 Of the children of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Azaziah: 
of the half tribe of Manasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah: 

21 Of the half tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo the son ofZechariah: 

402. 

of Benjamin, Jaasiel the son of Abner: 

22 Of Dan, Azareel the son of Jeroham. 

These were the princes of the tribes of Israel. 


403. 

23 But David took not the number of them from twenty years old and under: because the LORD 
had said he would increase Israel like to the stars of the heavens. 

404. 

24 Joab the son of Zeruiah began to number, but he finished not, because there fell wrath for it 
against Israel; neither was the number put in the account of the chronicles of king David. 

405. 

25 And over the king's treasures was Azmaveth the son of Adiel: 

and over the storehouses in the fields, in the cities, and in the villages, and in the castles, was 
Jehonathan the son of Uzziah: 


406. 

26 And over them that did the work of the field for tillage of the ground was Ezri the son of 
Chelub: 

27 And over the vineyards was Shimei the Ramathite: over the increase of the vineyards for the 
wine cellars was Zabdi the Shiphmite: 


407. 

28 And over the olive trees and the sycomore trees that were in the low plains was Baal-hanan the 
Gederite: and over the cellars of oil was Joash: 

29 And over the herds that fed in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharonite: and over the herds that were 
in the valleys was Shaphat the son of Adlai: 


408. 

30 Over the camels also was Obil the Ishmaelite: and over the asses was Jehdeiah the 
Meronothite: 

31 And over the flocks was Jaziz the Hagerite. 


409. 

All these were the rulers of the substance which was king David's. 

32 Also Jonathan David's uncle was a counsellor, a wise man, and a scribe: and Jehiel the son of 
Hachmoni was with the king's sons: 


410. 

33 And Ahithophel was the king's counsellor: and Hushai the Archite was the king's companion: 

34 And after Ahithophel was Jehoiada the son of Benaiah, and Abiathar: and the general of the 
king's army was Joab. 
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1ST CHRONICLES 28 


411. 

1 And David assembled all the princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the captains of the 
companies that ministered to the king by course, and the captains over the thousands, and captains 
over the hundreds, and the stewards over all the substance and possession of the king, and of his 
sons, with the officers, and with the mighty men, and with all the valiant men, unto Jerusalem. 

412. 

2 Then David the king stood up upon his feet, and said, 

Hear me, my brethren, and my people: As for me, I had in mine heart to build an house of rest for 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and for the footstool of our God, and had made ready for the 
building: 


413. 

3 But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build an house for my name, because thou hast been a 
man of war, and hast shed blood. 


414. 

4 Howbeit the LORD God of Israel chose me before all the house of my father to be king over 
Israel for ever: 

for he hath chosen Judah to be the ruler; and of the house of Judah, the house of my father; and 
among the sons of my father he liked me to make me king over all Israel: 

415. 

5 And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son 
to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. 

416. 

6 And he said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall build my house and my courts: for I have 
chosen him to be my son, and I will be his father. 

7 Moreover I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he be constant to do my commandments and 
my judgments, as at this day. 


417. 

8 Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the congregation of the LORD, and in the audience of 
our God, keep and seek for all the commandments of the LORD your God: that ye may possess this 
good land, and leave it for an inheritance for your children after you for ever. 

418. 

9 And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect 
heart and with a willing mind: 

for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou 
seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. 

10 Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: be strong, 
and do it. 


419. 

11 Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of the houses thereof, and 
of the treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, and of the inner parlours thereof, and 
of the place of the mercy seat, 

12 And the pattern of all that he had by the spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD, and of 
all the chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries of the 
dedicated things: 

420. 

13 Also for the courses of the priests and the Levites, and for all the work of the service of the 
house of the LORD, and for all the vessels of service in the house of the LORD. 

14 He gave of gold by weight for things of gold, for all instruments of all manner of service; 
silver also for all instruments of silver by weight, for all instruments of every kind of service: 
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421 . 

15 Even the weight for the candlesticks of gold, and for their lamps of gold, by weight for every 
candlestick, and for the lamps thereof: and for the candlesticks of silver by weight, both for the 
candlestick, and also for the lamps thereof, according to the use of every candlestick. 

16 And by weight he gave gold for the tables of shewbread, for every table; and likewise silver 
for the tables of silver: 


422. 

17 Also pure gold for the fleshhooks, and the bowls, and the cups: and for the golden basons he 
gave gold by weight for every bason; and likewise silver by weight for every bason of silver: 

18 And for the altar of incense refined gold by weight; and gold for the pattern of the chariot of 
the cherabims, that spread out their wings, and covered the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 

423. 

19 All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all 
the works of this pattern. 


424. 

20 And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be 
dismayed: for the LORD God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house of the LORD. 

425. 

21 And, behold, the courses of the priests and the Levites, even they shall be with thee for all the 
service of the house of God: and there shall be with thee for all manner of workmanship every 
willing skilful man, for any manner of service: also the princes and all the people will be wholly at 
thy commandment. 


The First Book of the Chronicles 


CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
Divisions 426-450 


426. 


1ST CHRONICLES 29 


1 Furthermore David the king said unto all the congregation, 

Solomon my son, whom alone God hath chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great: 
for the palace is not for man, but for the LORD God. 


427. 

2 Now I have prepared with all my might for the house of my God the gold for things to be made 
of gold, and the silver for things of silver, 

and the brass for things of brass, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things of wood; onyx 
stones, and stones to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious 
stones, and marble stones in abundance. 


428. 

3 Moreover, because I have set my affection to the house of my God, I have of mine own proper 
good, of gold and silver, which I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have 
prepared for the holy house, 


429. 

4 Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined 
silver, to overlay the walls of the houses withal: 

5 The gold for things of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and for all manner of work to be 
made by the hands of artificers. 


430. 

And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the LORD? 
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431 . 

6 Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of thousands 
and of hundreds, with the rulers of the king's work, offered willingly, 

7 And gave for the service of the house of God of gold five thousand talents and ten thousand 
drams, and of silver ten thousand talents, and of brass eighteen thousand talents, and one hundred 
thousand talents of iron. 


432. 

8 And they with whom precious stones were found gave them to the treasure of the house of the 
LORD, by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 


433. 

9 Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, because with perfect heart they offered 
willingly to the LORD: and David the king also rejoiced with great joy. 

434. 

10 Wherefore David blessed the LORD before all the congregation: and David said, 

Blessed be thou, LORD God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. 

435. 

11 Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the 
majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; 

thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all. 

436. 

12 Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; 

and in thine hand is power and might; 

and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all. 

437. 

13 Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name. 

438. 

14 But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this 
sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 

439. 

15 For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on the earth 
are as a shadow, and there is none abiding. 


440. 

16 0 LORD our God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee an house for thine holy 
name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own. 


441. 

171 know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. 

As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly offered all these things: 

and now have I seen with joy thy people, which are present here, to offer willingly unto thee. 

442. 

18 0 LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, 

keep this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their 
heart unto thee: 


443. 

19 And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, 
and thy statutes, and to do all these things, and to build the palace, for the which I have made 
provision. 
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444 . 

20 And David said to all the congregation. Now bless the LORD your God. 

And all the congregation blessed the LORD God of their fathers, and bowed down their heads, 
and worshipped the LORD, and the king. 


445. 

21 And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings unto the LORD, on 
the moiTow after that day, even a thousand bullocks, a thousand rams, and a thousand lambs, with 
their drink offerings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel: 

446. 

22 And did eat and drink before the LORD on that day with great gladness. 

And they made Solomon the son of David king the second time, and anointed him unto the 
LORD to be the chief governor, and Zadok to be priest. 

447. 

23 Then Solomon sat on the throne of the LORD as king instead of David his father, and 
prospered; and all Israel obeyed him.. 

24 And all the princes, and the mighty men, and all the sons likewise of king David, submitted 
themselves unto Solomon the king. 


448. 

25 And the LORD magnified Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, and bestowed upon 
him such royal majesty as had not been on any king before him in Israel. 

26 Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. 

449. 

27 And the time that he reigned over Israel was forty years; 

seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 

28 And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and Solomon his son reigned 
in his stead. 


450. 

29 Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Samuel 
the seer, [and in] the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer, 

30 With all his reign and his might, and the times that went over him, and over Israel, and over all 
the kingdoms of the countries. 
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The First Book of Psalms & Proverbs 


CHAPTER ONE 
Psalms 1-12 


The Psalms of David are the offical praise songs from the times of the Hebrew kingdom, 1000 BC. 
These spiritual poems follow the earlier Hindu Vedas of India, 1700 BC, and were then followed by 
the Gathas of Zoroastrian Persia, 700 BC. Unfortunately, the musical scores are not known. 

The great themes are the sure mercies of God and the keys of David. The praises also are invested 
with numerous key teachings concerning God amd the heavens. 

Selah, pronounced 'Sell-av', indicates 'stop and contemplate' for a time of instrumental music. 


Psalms 73-150 were written later, and are situated in the next volume. Books of holy praise that 
were actually used for worship services are often found in a book separate from the rest of the 
scripture. 

Praise and Wisdom might be a more clear translation of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The first line of each psalm ofpraise appears intended for the title. 


Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
But his delight is in the law of the LORD; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 


1 


2 

And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 

his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

The ungodly are not so: 

but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 


3 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: 
but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 
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2 . 


1 

Why do die heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the mlers take counsel together, 
against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 

Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 

2 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: 

the Lord shall have them in derision. 

Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex them in his sore displeasure. 


3 

Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 

I will declare the decree: 

the LORD hath said unto me. 

Thou art my Son; 
this day have I begotten thee. 

4 

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 

Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 


5 

Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: 

be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 

Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 

6 

Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 

and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 

Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 
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3. When David fled from his rebellions son Absalom 
Song of David 

LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! 

many are they that rise up against me. 

Many there be which say of my soul. 

There is no help for him in God. 

Selah 


But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; 

my glory, and the lifter up of mine head. 

I cried unto the LORD with my voice, 
and he heard me out of his holy hill. 

Selah 


I laid me down and slept; 

I awaked; for the LORD sustained me. 

I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, 
that have set themselves against me round about. 

Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God: 
for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; 
thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly. 

Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: 
thy blessing is upon thy people. 

Selah 


1 


2 


3 


4 


4. To the chief Musician on Neginoth 
Song of David 

Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: 

thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; 
have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer. 

O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? 
how long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? 

Selah 

But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: 

the LORD will hear when I call unto him. 

Stand in awe, and sin not: 

commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. 

Selah 

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD. 
There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? 

LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 


1 


2 


3 


4 

Thou hast put gladness in my heart, 
more than in the time that their corn and their wine increased. 

I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: 
for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety. 
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5. To the chief Musician upon Nehiloth 


Song of David 


1 

Give ear to my words, 0 LORD, consider my meditation. 

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: 
for unto thee will I pray. 

My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; 

in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up. 

For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: 
neither shall evil dwell with thee. 


2 

The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity. 

Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: 
the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man. 

But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: 
and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple. 


3 

Lead me, O LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; 
make thy way straight before my face. 

For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; 
their inward part is very wickedness; 
their throat is an open sepulchre; 
they flatter with their tongue. 


Destroy thou them, O God; 
let them fall by their own counsels; 
cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions; 
for they have rebelled against thee. 

But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: 
let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: 
let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee. 

For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; 
with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield. 


4 
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6. To the chief Musician on Neginoth upon Sheminith 


Song of David 


1 

O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, 

neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 

Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: 

O LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed. 

My soul is also sore vexed: 
but thou, O LORD, how long? 

2 

Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: 

oh save me for thy mercies' sake. 

For in death there is no remembrance of thee: 
in the grave who shall give thee thanks? 


2 

I am weary with my groaning; 
all the night make I my bed to swim; 

I water my couch with my tears. 

Mine eye is consumed because of grief; 
it waxeth old because of all mine enemies. 

4 

Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; 

for the LORD hath heard the voice of my weeping. 

The LORD hath heard my supplication; 

the LORD will receive my prayer. 

Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed: 
let them return and be ashamed suddenly. 
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7. A song ofpassion that David sang to the LORD about the words of Cush the Benjamite 


Song of David 


1 

O LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust: 

save me from all them that persecute me, and deliver me: 

Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver. 

O LORD my God, if I have done this; if there be iniquity in my hands; 

If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me; 

(yea, I have delivered him that without cause is mine enemy:) 

Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; 
yea, let him tread down my life upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the dust. 

Selah 


2 

Arise, O LORD, 

in thine anger, lift up thyself because of the rage of mine enemies: 
and awake for me to the judgment that thou hast commanded. 

So shall the congregation of the people compass thee about: 
for their sakes therefore return thou on high. 

The LORD shall judge the people: 
judge me, O LORD, 

according to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is in me. 

Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the just: 
for the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins. 


3 

My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart. 

God judgeth the righteous, 
and God is angry with the wicked every day. 

If he turn not. He will whet his sword; 

He hath bent his bow, and made it ready. 

He hath also prepared for him the instruments of death; 

He ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors. 


4 

Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, 
and hath conceived mischief, and brought forth falsehood. 

He made a pit, and digged it, 
and is fallen into the ditch which he made. 

His mischief shall return upon his own head, 
and his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate. 

I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: 
and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high. 
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8. To the chief Musician upon Gittith 


Song of David 


1 

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! 
who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, 
that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 


2 

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 


3 

For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, 
and hast crowned him with glory and honour. 

Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; 
thou hast put all things under his feet: 

All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 

The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. 


O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! 
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9. To the chief Musician upon Muth-labben 


Song of David 


I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

I will shew forth all thy marvellous works. 

I will be glad and rejoice in thee: 

I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 

When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at thy presence. 

For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; 
thou satest in the throne judging right. 

Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, 
thou hast put out their name for ever and ever. 

O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end: 
and thou hast destroyed cities; 
their memorial is perished with them. 

But the LORD shall endure for ever: 
he hath prepared his throne for judgment. 

And he shall judge the world in righteousness, 
he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness. 

The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. 

And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: 
for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee. 

Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: 
declare among the people his doings. 

When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: 
he forgetteth not the cry of the humble. 

Have mercy upon me, O LORD; 
consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, 
thou that liftest me up from the gates of death: 

That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: 

I will rejoice in thy salvation. 

The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: 
in the net which they hid is their own foot taken. 

The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: 
the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. 

Higgaion Selah 

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 

For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: 
the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever. 

Arise, O LORD; let not man prevail: 
let the heathen be judged in thy sight. 

Put them in fear, O LORD: 
that the nations may know themselves to be but men. 

Selah 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 
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10 . 


1 


Why standest thou afar off, O LORD? 
why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble? 

The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: 

let them be taken in the devices that they have imagined. 
For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, 
and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth. 


2 

The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: 

God is not in all his thoughts. 

His ways are always grievous; 
thy judgments are far above out of his sight: 
as for all his enemies, he puffeth at them. 

He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved: 
for I shall never be in adversity. 

3 

His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: 

under his tongue is mischief and vanity. 

He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages: 
in the secret places doth he murder the innocent: 
his eyes are privily set against the poor. 

4 

He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den: 
he lieth in wait to catch the poor: 

he doth catch the poor, when he draweth him into his net. 

He croucheth, and humbleth himself, that the poor may fall by his strong ones. 

He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: 
he hideth his face; he will never see it. 


5 

Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up thine hand: forget not the humble. 

Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? 
he hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not require it. 

Thou hast seen it; 

for thou beholdest mischief and spite, to requite it with thy hand: 
the poor committeth himself unto thee; 
thou art the helper of the fatherless. 

Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil man: 
seek out his wickedness till thou find none. 


6 

The LORD is King for ever and ever: 
the heathen are perished out of his land. 

LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: 

thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear: 

To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, 
that the man of the earth may no more oppress. 
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11. To the chief Musician 


Song of David 


In the LORD put I my trust: 

how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain? 


1 


For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, 

they make ready their arrow upon the string, that they may privily shoot at the upright in heart. 

If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? 

2 

The LORD is in his holy temple, 
the LORD'S throne is in heaven: 
his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. 

3 

The LORD trieth the righteous: 

but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth. 

Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: 

this shall be the portion of their cup. 

For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; 
his countenance doth behold the upright. 


12. To the chief Musician upon Sheminith 
Song of David 


Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; 
for the faithful fail from among the children of men. 

They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: 
with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak. 


1 


2 

The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud things: 

Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are our own: 
who is lord over us? 

For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, 
now will I arise, saith the LORD; 

I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him. 


3 

The words of the LORD are pure words: 
as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, 
thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. 

The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted. 
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The First Book of Psalms & Proverbs 


CHAPTER TWO 
Psalms 13-24 


13. To the chief Musician 
Song of David 

How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? 

how long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 

How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? 
how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? 

Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: 

lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death; 

Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; 
and those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved. 

But I have trusted in thy mercy; 

my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. 

I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me. 


1 


2 


3 


14. To the chief Musician 
Song of David 

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. 

They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 
The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, 
to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. 

They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? 

who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD. 

There were they in great fear: 
for God is in the generation of the righteous. 

Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his refuge. 

Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! 
when the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 


1 


2 


3 
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15. 


Song of David 


LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? 

who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

He that walketh uprightly, 

and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. 

He that backbiteth not with his tongue, 

nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 
In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; 
but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. 

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. 

He that putteth not out his money to usury, 
nor taketh reward against the innocent. 

He that doeth these things shall never be moved. 


1 


2 


3 


16. A golden song of David 

Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust. 

O my soul , thou hast said unto the LORD, 

Thou art my Lord: 

my goodness extendeth not to thee; 

But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight. 

Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: 
their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, 
nor take up their names into my lips. 

The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: 
thou maintainest my lot. 

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places', 
yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: 
my reins also instruct me in the night seasons. 

I have set the LORD always before me: 
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: 
my flesh also shall rest in hope. 

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 

Thou wilt shew me the path of life: 
in thy presence is fulness of joy; 
at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 


1 


2 


3 


4 
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17 .A prayer of David 


1 


Hear the right, O LORD, attend unto my cry, 

give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips. 

Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; 
let thine eyes behold the things that are equal. 

Thou hast proved mine heart; 
thou hast visited me in the night; 
thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; 

I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress. 

2 

Concerning the works of men, 

by the word of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer. 

Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not. 

I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: 
incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech. 


3 

Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, 

O thou that savest by thy right hand 

them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them. 

Keep me as the apple of the eye, 

hide me under the shadow of thy wings, From the wicked that oppress me, 
from my deadly enemies, who compass me about. 

4 

They are inclosed in their own fat: 

with their mouth they speak proudly. 

They have now compassed us in our steps: 

they have set their eyes bowing down to the earth; 

Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, 
and as it were a young lion lurking in secret places. 


5 

Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him down: 

deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword: 

From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world, 
which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure'. 
they are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance to their babes. 

As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: 

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. 
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18. To the chief Musician, 

in the day that the LORD delivered David from all his enemies, and from Saul 

Song of David 


I will love thee, O LORD, my strength. 

The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; 
my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; 
my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. 

I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: 
so shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid. 
The sorrows of hell compassed me about: 
the snares of death prevented me. 


1 


2 

In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: 
he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears. 

Then the earth shook and trembled; 

the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth. 

There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: 
coals were kindled by it. 

3 

He bowed the heavens also, and came down: 
and darkness was under his feet. 

And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: 
yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind. 

He made darkness his secret place; 

his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. 

At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire. 

4 

The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; 
hail stones and coals of fire. 

Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; 
and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them. 

Then the channels of waters were seen, 
and the foundations of the world were discovered at thy rebuke, O LORD, 
at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils. 

5 

He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters. 

He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: 
for they were too strong for me. 

They prevented me in the day of my calamity: 
but the LORD was my stay. 

He brought me forth also into a large place; 
he delivered me, because he delighted in me. 

6 

The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; 
according to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me. 

Fori have kept the ways of the LORD, 
and have not wickedly departed from my God. 

For all his judgments were before me, 
and I did not put away his statutes from me. 

I was also upright before him, 
and I kept myself from mine iniquity. 

Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me according to my righteousness, 
according to the cleanness of my hands in his eyesight. 
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With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; 
with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright; 

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; 
and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward. 

For thou wilt save the afflicted people; 
but wilt bring down high looks. 

For thou wilt light my candle: 
the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness. 

For by thee I have run through a troop; 
and by my God have I leaped over a wall. 

As for God, his way is perfect: 
the word of the LORD is tried: 
he is a buckler to all those that trust in him. 

For who is God save the LORD? 
or who is a rock save our God? 

It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect. 

He maketh my feet like hinds 'feet, and setteth me upon my high places. 

He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. 

Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: 
and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great. 

Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not slip. 

I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: 
neither did I turn again till they were consumed. 

I have wounded them that they were not able to rise: 
they are fallen under my feet. 

For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: 
thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me. 

Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies; 
that I might destroy them that hate me. 

They cried, but there was none to save them: 
even unto the LORD, but he answered them not. 

Then did I beat them small as the dust before the wind: 

I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets. 

Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people; 
and thou hast made me the head of the heathen: 
a people whom I have not known shall serve me. 

As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me: 
the strangers shall submit themselves unto me. 

The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out of their close places. 

The LORD liveth; 
and blessed be my rock; 
and let the God of my salvation be exalted. 

It is God that avengeth me, and subdueth the people under me. 

He delivereth me from mine enemies: 
yea, thou liftest me up above those that rise up against me: 
thou hast delivered me from the violent man. 

Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, 
and sing praises unto thy name. 

Great deliverance giveth he to his king; 
and sheweth mercy to his anointed, to David, and to his seed for evermore. 



19. To the chief Musician 


Song of David 


The heavens declare the glory of God; 

and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 

Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 

There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 
and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 

His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: 
and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 


1 


2 


The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: 

the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 
The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: 
the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: 

the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 

sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is thy servant warned: 
and in keeping of them there is great reward. 


3 


4 


5 

Who can understand his errors? 

cleanse thou me from secret faults. 

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; 
let them not have dominion over me: 

then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. 

6 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, 
my strength, and my redeemer. 
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20 . To the chief Musician 


Song of David 


The LORD hear thee in the day of trouble; 

the name of the God of Jacob defend thee; 

Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion; 

Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice; 

Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy counsel. 

Selah 

We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners: 

the LORD fulfil all thy petitions. 

Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; 
he will hear him from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand. 

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: 

but we will remember the name of the LORD our God. 

They are brought down and fallen: 

but we are risen, and stand upright. 

Save, LORD: 

let the king hear us when we call. 


1 


2 


3 


21. To the chief Musician 
Song of David 

The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD; 

and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice! 

Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not withholden the request of his lips. 
Selah. 

For thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness: 

thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head. 

He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length of days for ever and ever. 


1 


2 

His glory is great in thy salvation: 

honour and majesty hast thou laid upon him. 

For thou hast made him most blessed for ever: thou 
hast made him exceeding glad with thy countenance. 

For the king trusteth in the LORD, 
and through the mercy of the most High he shall not be moved. 

Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: 
thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee. 

3 

Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: 

the LORD shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them. 

Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth, and their seed from among the children of men. 

For they intended evil against thee: 

they imagined a mischievous device, which they are not able to perform. 

Therefore shalt thou make them turn their back, 
when thou shalt make ready thine arrows upon thy strings against the face of them. 

Be thou exalted, LORD, in thine own strength: 
so will we sing and praise thy power. 
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22. To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar 
Song of David 

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? 

O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; 
and in the night season, and am not silent. 

But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. 

Our fathers trusted in thee: 
they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 

They cried unto thee, and were delivered: 
they trusted in thee, and were not confounded. 

But I am a worm, and no man; 
a reproach of men, and despised of the people. 

All they that see me laugh me to scorn: 
they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 

He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: 
let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. 

But thou art he that took me out of the womb: 
thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts. 

I was cast upon thee from the womb: 
thou art my God from my mother's belly. 

Be not far from me; for trouble is near; 
for there is none to help. 

Many bulls have compassed me: 
strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. 

They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: 
my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; 
and thou hast brought me into the dust of death. 

For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: 
they pierced my hands and my feet. 

I may tell all my bones: 
they look and stare upon me. 

They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 

But be not thou far from me, O LORD: 

O my strength, haste thee to help me. 

Deliver my soul from the sword; 
my darling from the power of the dog. 

Save me from the lion's mouth: 
for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns. 
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5 


I will declare thy name unto my brethren: 

in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. 

Ye that fear the LORD, praise him; 

all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel. 

For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; 
neither hath he hid his face from him; 
but when he cried unto him, he heard. 

My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: 

I will pay my vows before them that fear him. 

6 

The meek shall eat and be satisfied: 
they shall praise the LORD that seek him: 
your heart shall live for ever. 

All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: 

and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. 

For the kingdom is the LORD'S: 
and he is the governor among the nations. 

All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: 

all they that go down to the dust shall bow before him: and none can keep alive his own soul. 

A seed shall serve him; 

it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. 

They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born, 
that he hath done this. 


23. 

Song of David 

1 

The LORD is my shepherd; 

I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: 

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 


2 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
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24. 


Song of David 

The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; 

the world, and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. 


1 


2 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? 
or who shall stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 

who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. 

Selah 


3 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD strong and mighty, 
the LORD mighty in battle. 


4 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 
even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. 

Selah 
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The First Book of Psalms & Proverbs 


CHAPTER THREE 
Psalms 25-36 


25. 

Song of David 


Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. 

O my God, I trust in thee: 

let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me. 

Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: 
let them be ashamed which transgress without cause. 

Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. 

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: 
for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 

Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; 
for they have been ever of old. 

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: 
according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD. 

Good and upright is the LORD: 
therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 

The meek will he guide in judgment: 
and the meek will he teach his way. 

All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth 
unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; 
for it is great. 

What man is he that feareth the LORD? 
him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. 

His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth. 

The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; 
and he will shew them his covenant. 

Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; 
for he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 

Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; 
for I am desolate and afflicted. 

The troubles of my heart are enlarged: 

O bring thou me out of my distresses. 

Look upon mine affliction and my pain; 
and forgive all my sins. 

Consider mine enemies; for they are many; 
and they hate me with cruel hatred. 

O keep my soul, and deliver me: 
let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee. 

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; 
for I wait on thee. 

Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles. 
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26 . 


Song of David 

Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: 

I have trusted also in the LORD; 
therefore I shall not slide. 

Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; 
try my reins and my heart. 

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: 
and I have walked in thy truth. 

I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers. 

I have hated the congregation of evil doers; 
and will not sit with the wicked. 

I will wash mine hands in innocency: 
so will I compass thine altar, O LORD: 

That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works. 
LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, 
and the place where thine honour dwelleth. 

Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men: 

In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of bribes. 

But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: 

redeem me, and be merciful unto me. 

My foot standeth in an even place: 
in the congregations will I bless the LORD. 
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27. 


Song of David 


The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? 

When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, 
they stumbled and fell. 

Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: 

though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident. 

One thing have I desired of the LORD, 
that will I seek after; 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple. 

For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: 
in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; 
he shall set me up upon a rock. 

And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: 
therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; 

I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. 
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Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: 

have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 

When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; 
my heart said unto thee, 

Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 

5 

Hide not thy face far from me; 
put not thy servant away in anger: 
thou hast been my help; 

leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up. 

6 

Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. 

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: 

for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty. 

I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

Wait on the LORD: 

be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: 
wait, I say, on the LORD. 
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28. 


Song of David 


Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; 
be not silent to me: 

lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit. 

Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, 
when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle. 

Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity, 
which speak peace to their neighbours, but mischief is in their hearts. 

Give them according to their deeds, 
and according to the wickedness of their endeavours: 
give them after the work of their hands; 
render to them their desert. 

Because they regard not the works of the LORD, nor the operation of his hands, 
he shall destroy them, and not build them up. 


1 


2 
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Blessed be the LORD, 

because he hath heard the voice of my supplications. 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; 
my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: 
therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; 
and with my song will I praise him. 

4 

The LORD is their strength, 
and he is the saving strength of his anointed. 

Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: 
feed them also, and lift them up for ever. 
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29. 


Song of David 


Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, 

give unto the LORD glory and strength. 

Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: 
the God of glory thundereth: 
the LORD is upon many waters. 

The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; 
yea, the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 

He maketh them also to skip like a calf; 

Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn. 

The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire. 

The voice of the LORD shaketh the wilderness; 
the LORD shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the LORD maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the forests: 
and in his temple doth every one speak of his glory. 

The LORD sitteth upon the flood; 
yea, the LORD sitteth King for ever. 

The LORD will give strength unto his people; 
the LORD will bless his people with peace. 
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30. For the dedication of the House of David 
Song of David 

I will extol thee, O LORD; for thou hast lifted me up, 

and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me. 

O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me. 

O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: 
thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit. 

Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, 
and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness. 

For his anger endureth blit a moment; 
in his favour is life: 

weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 

And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved. 


1 


2 
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LORD, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong: 

thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled. 

I cried to thee, O LORD; 

and unto the LORD I made supplication. 

What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? 

Shall the dust praise thee? 
shall it declare thy truth? 

4 

Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me: 

LORD, be thou my helper. 

Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: 

thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness; 

To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. 

O LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. 


629 



31. To the chief Musician 


Song of David 


In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust; 

let me never be ashamed: 
deliver me in thy righteousness. 

Bow down thine ear to me; 
deliver me speedily: 

be thou my strong rock, for an house of defence to save me. 

For thou art my rock and my fortress; 

therefore for thy name's sake lead me, and guide me. 

Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily for me: 
for thou art my strength. 

Into thine hand I commit my spirit: 

thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth. 

I have hated them that regard lying vanities: 
but I trust in the LORD. 

I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: 
for thou hast considered my trouble; 
thou hast known my soul in adversities; 

And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy: 
thou hast set my feet in a large room. 
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Have mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble: 

mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly. 

For my life is spent with grief, and my years with sighing: 
my strength faileth because of mine iniquity, and my bones are consumed. 

6 

I was a reproach among all mine enemies, 
but especially among my neighbours, and a fear to mine acquaintance: 
they that did see me without fled from me. 

I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: 

I am like a broken vessel. 

7 

For I have heard the slander of many: 
fear was on every side: 

while they took counsel together against me, they devised to take away my life. 

But I trusted in thee, O LORD: 

I said, Thou art my God. 

8 

My times are in thy hand: 

deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that persecute me. 

Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: 
save me for thy mercies' sake. 

9 

Let me not be ashamed, O LORD; 
for I have called upon thee: 

let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in the grave. 

Let the lying lips be put to silence; 

which speak grievous things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous. 
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10 


Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; 

which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men! 

Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: 
thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues. 

Blessed be the LORD: 

for he hath shewed me his marvellous kindness in a strong city. 

For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: 
nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee. 

O love the LORD, all ye his saints: 

for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 
Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, 
all ye that hope in the LORD. 


11 


12 


32. A teaching 
Song of David 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile. 

When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 
For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: 
my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. 

Selah 


1 


I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; 
and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

Selah 

For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: 

surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. 

Thou art my hiding place; 
thou shalt preserve me from trouble; 
thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. 

Selah 


2 


3 


4 

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: 

I will guide thee with mine eye. 

Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: 

whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. 

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: 

but he that tmsteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about. 

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: 
and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart. 
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33. 


1 


Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: 

for praise is comely for the upright. 

Praise the LORD with harp: 

sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings. 
Sing unto him a new song; 

play skilfully with a loud noise. 

For the word of the LORD is right; 

and all his works are done in truth. 

He loveth righteousness and judgment: 
the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD. 


2 

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; 
and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. 

He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: 
he layeth up the depth in storehouses. 

Let all the earth fear the LORD: 
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. 

For he spake, and it was done', 
he commanded, and it stood fast. 

The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: 
he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. 

The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, 
the thoughts of his heart to all generations. 


i 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; 
and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 

The LORD looketh from heaven; 
he beholdeth all the sons of men. 

From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 

He fashioneth their hearts alike; 
he considereth all their works. 

There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a 
mighty man is not delivered by much strength. 

An horse is a vain thing for safety: 
neither shall he deliver any by his great strength. 


4 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, 
upon them that hope in his mercy; 

To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. 

Our soul waiteth for the LORD: 
he is our help and our shield. 

For our heart shall rejoice in him, 
because we have trusted in his holy name. 

Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, 
according as we hope in thee. 
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34. When David changed his behavior before Abimelech, who drove David away 


Song of David 


I will bless the LORD at all times: 

his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: 

the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. 


1 


2 

I sought the LORD, and he heard me, 
and delivered me from all my fears. 

They looked unto him, and were lightened: 
and their faces were not ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, 
and saved him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them. 

3 

O taste and see that the LORD is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 

O fear the LORD, ye his saints: 
for there is no want to them that fear him. 

The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: 
but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing. 


4 

Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

What man is he that desireth life, 
and loveth many days, that he may see good? 

Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. 

Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it. 

5 

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their cry. 

The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, 
to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 

The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, 
and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; 
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 


6 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous: 

but the LORD delivereth him out of them all. 

He keepeth all his bones: 

not one of them is broken. 

Evil shall slay the wicked: 

and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 

The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: 
and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate. 
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35. 

Song of David 

Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: 

fight against them that fight against me. 

Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help. 

Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: 
say unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 

Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: 

let them be turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt. 

Let them be as chaff before the wind: 

and let the angel of the LORD chase them. 

Let their way be dark and slippery: 
and let the angel of the LORD persecute them. 

For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, 
which without cause they have digged for my soul. 

Let destruction come upon him at unawares; 
and let his net that he hath hid catch himself: 
into that very destruction let him fall. 

And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: 

it shall rejoice in his salvation. 

All my bones shall say, LORD, who is like unto thee, 
which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, 
yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him? 

False witnesses did rise up; 

they laid to my charge things that I knew not. 

They rewarded me evil for good to the spoiling of my soul. 

But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: 

I humbled my soul with fasting; 

and my prayer returned into mine own bosom. 

I behaved myself as though he had been my friend or brother: 

I bowed down heavily, as one that mourneth for his mother. 

But in mine adversity they rejoiced, and gathered themselves together: 
yea, the abjects gathered themselves together against me, and I knew it not; 
they did tear me, and ceased not: 

With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me with their teeth. 

Lord, how long wilt thou look on? 

rescue my soul from their destructions, my darling from the lions. 

I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: 

I will praise thee among much people. 

Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: 

neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause. 

For they speak not peace: 

but they devise deceitful matters against them that are quiet in the land. 

Yea, they opened their mouth wide against me, and said. 

Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it. 

This thou hast seen, O LORD: 
keep not silence: 

O Lord, be not far from me. 

Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment, even unto my cause, 
my God and my Lord. 
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9 


Judge me, O LORD my God, according to thy righteousness; 

and let them not rejoice over me. 

Let them not say in their hearts, 

Ah, so would we have it: 
let them not say, We have swallowed him up. 

Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together that rejoice at mine hurt: 
let them be clothed with shame and dishonour that magnify themselves against me. 

10 

Let them shout for joy, and be glad, [them] that favour my righteous cause: 
yea, let them say continually, 

Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant. 

And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long. 


36. To the chief Musician 
Song of David 

The transgression of the wicked [speaketh] within my heart, 
that there is no fear of God before his eyes. 

For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, 
until his iniquity be found to be hateful. 

The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: 
he hath left off to be wise, and to do good. 

He deviseth mischief upon his bed; 
he setteth himself in a way that is not good; 
he abhorreth not evil. 

Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; 
and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. 

Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; 
thy judgments are a great deep: 

O LORD, thou preservest man and beast. 

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! 
therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. 

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; 
and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. 

For with thee is the fountain of life: 
in thy light shall we see light. 

O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; 
and thy righteousness to the upright in heart. 

Let not the foot of pride come against me, 
and let not the hand of the wicked remove me. 

There are the workers of iniquity fallen: 
they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise. 
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The First Book of Psalms & Proverbs 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Psalms 25-36 


37. 

Song of David 


Fret not thyself because of evildoers, 

neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. 

For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. 
Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. 

Delight thyself also in the LORD; 

and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 

Commit thy way unto the LORD; 

trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 

And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, 
and thy judgment as the noonday. 

Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: 
fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, 
because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: 
fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. 
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For evildoers shall be cut off: 

but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth. 

For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: 

yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. 

But the meek shall inherit the earth; 
and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 

5 

The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 

The Lord shall laugh at him: 

for he seeth that his day is coming. 

The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, 
to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation. 

Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken. 


6 

A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked. 

For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: 

but the LORD upholdeth the righteous. 

The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: 

and their inheritance shall be for ever. 

They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: 
and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. 

7 

But the wicked shall perish, 

and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: 
they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away. 

The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: 

but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth. 

For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; 
and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off. 
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The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: 
for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. 

I have been young, and now am old; 
yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 

He is ever merciful, and lendeth; 
and his seed is blessed. 

Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore. 

For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; 
they are preserved for ever: 
but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off 

The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever. 

The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment. 

The law of his God is in his heart; 
none of his steps shall slide. 

The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him. 

The LORD will not leave him [the righteous] in his hand, 
nor condemn him when he is judged. 


Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, 
and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: 
when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. 

I have seen the wicked in great power, 
and spreading himself like a green bay tree. 

Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: 
yea, I sought him, but he could not be found. 


Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: 
for the end of that man is peace. 

But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: 
the end of the wicked shall be cut off. 

But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: 
he is their strength in the time of trouble. 

And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them: 
he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, 
because they trust in him. 



38. 


Song of David 


O LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath: 

neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 

For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore. 
There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; 

neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin. 

For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: 
as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. 

My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness. 

I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; 

I go mourning all the day long. 

For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease: 

and there is no soundness in my flesh. 

I am feeble and sore broken: 

I have roared by reason of the disquietness of my heart. 


1 


2 


3 

Lord, all my desire is before thee; 
and my groaning is not hid from thee. 

My heart panteth, my strength faileth me: 
as for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me. 

My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; 
and my kinsmen stand afar off. 

4 

They also that seek after my life lay snares for me: 
and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, 
and imagine deceits all the day long. 

But I, as a deaf man, heard not; 
and I was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth. 


5 

Thus I was as a man that heareth not, 
and in whose mouth are no reproofs. 

For in thee, O LORD, do I hope: 
thou wilt hear, O Lord my God. 

For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: 
when my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves against me. 

For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is continually before me. 

For I will declare mine iniquity; 

I will be sorry for my sin. 

6 

But mine enemies are lively, and they are strong: 

and they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied. 

They also that render evil for good are mine adversaries; 
because I follow the good. 

Forsake me not, O LORD: 

O my God, be not far from me. 

Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation. 
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39. To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun 
Song of David 

I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: 

I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me. 

I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; 
and my sorrow was stirred. 

My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: 
then spake I with my tongue, 

LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; 

that I may know how frail I am. 

Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; 
and mine age is as nothing before thee: 
verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. 

Selah 

Surely every [rich] man walketh in a vain shew: 
surely they are disquieted in vain: 

he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them. 

And now, Lord, what wait I for? 
my hope is in thee. 


1 


2 


3 


4 

Deliver me from all my transgressions: 

make me not the reproach of the foolish. 

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; 
because thou didst it. 

5 

Remove thy stroke away from me: 

I am consumed by the blow of thine hand. 

When thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, 
thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth: 
surely every man is vanity. 

Selah 

6 

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; 
hold not thy peace at my tears: 

for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

O spare me, that I may recover strength, 
before I go hence, and be no more. 
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40. To the chief Musician 


Song of David 


I waited patiently for the LORD; 

and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. 

He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, 
and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. 

And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: 
many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD. 

Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, 
and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. 


1 


2 

Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, 
and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: 
they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: 

if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered. 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; 
mine ears hast thou opened: 

burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. 


3 

Then said I, Lo, I come: 

in the volume of the book it is written of me, 

I delight to do thy will, O my God: 

yea, thy law is within my heart. 

I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: 
lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest. 

I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; 

I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: 

I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation. 


4 

Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LORD: 

let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me. 

For innumerable evils have compassed me about: 
mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; 
they are more than the hairs of mine head: 
therefore my heart faileth me. 

Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: 

O LORD, make haste to help me. 


5 

Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it; 

let them be driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil. 

Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame that say unto me, Aha, aha. 

Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: 
let such as love thy salvation say continually, The LORD be magnified. 

But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: 
thou art my help and my deliverer; 
make no tarrying, O my God. 
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41. To the chief Musician 


Song of David 


Blessed is he that considereth the poor: 

the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. 

The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; 
and he shall be blessed upon the earth: 
and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. 

The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: 

thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness. 

I said, LORD, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; 
for I have sinned against thee. 


1 


2 


3 

Mine enemies speak evil of me, 

When shall he die, and his name perish? 

And if he come to see me, he speaketh vanity: 
his heart gathereth iniquity to itself; 
when he goeth abroad, he telleth it. 

4 

All that hate me whisper together against me: 

against me do they devise my hurt. 

An evil disease, say they, cleaveth fast unto him: 
and now that he lieth he shall rise up no more. 


5 

Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, 
hath lifted up his heel against me. 

But thou, O LORD, be merciful unto me, 
and raise me up, that I may requite them. 

By this I know that thou favourest me, 
because mine enemy doth not triumph over me. 

6 

And as for me, thou upholdest me in mine integrity, 
and settest me before thy face for ever. 

Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. 

Amen, and Amen. 
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42. To the chief Musician, A teaching, for the sons of Korah 


As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: 
when shall I come and appear before God? 

My tears have been my meat day and night, 
while they continually say unto me. Where is thy God? 

When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: 
for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the house of God, 
with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday. 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 
and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: 
for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance. 


1 


2 


3 


4 

O my God, my soul is cast down within me: 
therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, 
and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. 

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: 

all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 

Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, 
and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 

5 

I will say unto God my rock, 

Why hast thou forgotten me? 

why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 

As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; 
while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God? 

6 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 
and why art thou disquieted within me? 
hope thou in God: 

for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 

43. 

1 

Judge me, O God, 

and plead my cause against an ungodly nation: 

O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man. 

For thou art the God of my strength: 
why dost thou cast me off? 

why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 

2 

O send out thy light and thy truth: 
let them lead me; 

let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. 

Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy: 
yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God my God. 

3 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 
and why art thou disquieted within me? 
hope in God: 

for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 
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44. To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, A teaching 


1 

We have heard with our ears, O God, 

our fathers have told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old. 

How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedst them; 
how thou didst afflict the people, and cast them out. 

For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, 
neither did their own arm save them: 

but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, 
because thou hadst a favour unto them. 

2 

Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances for Jacob. 

Through thee will we push down our enemies: 
through thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. 

For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword save me. 

But thou hast saved us from our enemies, 
and hast put them to shame that hated us. 

In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever. 

Selah 

3 

But thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; 
and goest not forth with our armies. 

Thou makest us to turn back from the enemy: 
and they which hate us spoil for themselves. 

Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for meat; 
and hast scattered us among the heathen. 

Thou sellest thy people for nought, 
and dost not increase thy wealth by their price. 

Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, 
a scorn and a derision to them that are round about us. 

Thou makest us a byword among the heathen, 
a shaking of the head among the people. 

4 

My confusion is continually before me, 
and the shame of my face hath covered me. 

For the voice of him that reproacheth and blasphemeth; 
by reason of the enemy and avenger. 

All this is come upon us; 
yet have we not forgotten thee, 
neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant. 

Our heart is not turned back, 
neither have our steps declined from thy way; 

Though thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, 
and covered us with the shadow of death. 

5 

If we have forgotten the name of our God, 
or stretched out our hands to a strange god; 

Shall not God search this out? 
for he knoweth the secrets of the heart. 

Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; 
we are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 
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6 


Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? 

arise, cast us not off for ever. 

Wherefore hidest thou thy face, 
and forgettest our affliction and our oppression? 

For our soul is bowed down to the dust: 

our belly cleaveth unto the earth. 

Arise for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies' sake. 

45. To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for the sons of Korah 
A teaching, and a song of loves 

The royal wedding song of David 

My heart is inditing [writing] a good matter: 

I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: 
my tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 

Thou art fairer than the children of men: 
grace is poured into thy lips: 
therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. 

Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, 
with thy glory and thy majesty. 

And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness and righteousness; 

and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 

Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king's enemies; 
whereby the people fall under thee. 


1 


2 


Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: 

the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: 
therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 

All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, 
out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. 

Kings' daughters were among thy honourable women: 
upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir. 


3 


4 


5 

Flearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; 
forget also thine own people, and thy father's house; 

So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: 
for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him. 

And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; 
even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour. 

The king's daughter is all glorious within: 
her clothing is of wrought gold. 

6 

She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: 
the virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee. 

With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: 
they shall enter into the king's palace. 

Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, 
whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth. 

I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations: 
therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever. 
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46. To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, a song upon Alamoth 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, 
and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 

Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 

Selah 

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, 
the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 

God is in the midst of her; 
she shall not be moved: 

God shall help her, and that right early. 

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: 
he uttered his voice, the earth melted. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Selah 


Come, behold the works of the LORD, 
what desolations he hath made in the earth. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 
he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; 
he bumeth the chariot in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am God: 

I will be exalted among the heathen, 

I will be exalted in the earth. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Selah 

47. To the chief Musician, a song for the sons of Korah 

O clap your hands, all ye people; 

shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 

For the LORD most high is terrible; 

he is a great King over all the earth. 

He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet. 

He shall choose our inheritance for us, 
the excellency of Jacob whom he loved. 

Selah 


God is gone up with a shout, 
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises: 
sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 

For God is the King of all the earth: 
sing ye praises with understanding. 

God reigneth over the heathen: 

God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. 

The princes of the people are gathered together, 
even the people of the God of Abraham: 
for the shields of the earth belong unto God: 
he is greatly exalted. 
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2 
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48. A song for the sons of Korah 


1 

Great is the LORD, 

and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, 
is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 

God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 

2 

For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 

They saw it, and so they marvelled; 

they were troubled, and hasted away. 

Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail. 

Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. 

As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God: 

God will establish it for ever. 


We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple. 

According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: 

thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

Let mount Zion rejoice, 

let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments. 

4 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her: 
tell the towers thereof. 

Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; 

that ye may tell it to the generation following. 

For this God is our God for ever and ever: 
he will be our guide even unto death. 
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The Book of Psalms 


CHAPTER FIVE 
Psalms 49-60 


49. To the chief Musician, A psalm for the sons of Korah 


1 

Hear this, all ye people; 

give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: 

Both low and high, rich and poor, together. 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom; 

and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. 

I will incline mine ear to a parable: 

I will open my dark saying upon the harp. 


Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, 
when the iniquity of my heels shall compass me about? 

They that trust in their wealth, 
and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; 

None of them can by any means redeem his brother, 
nor give to God a ransom for him: 

(For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:) 

That he should still live for ever, and not see conniption. 

For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, 
and [they all] leave their wealth to others. 

Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, 
and their dwelling places to all generations; 
they call their lands after their own names. 

Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: 
he is like the beasts that perish. 

This their way is their folly: 
yet their posterity approve their sayings. 

Selah 


Like sheep they are laid in the grave; 
death shall feed on them; 

and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; 
and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling. 
But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: 
for he shall receive me. 

Selah 


Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, 
when the glory of his house is increased; 

For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: 
his glory shall not descend after him. 

Though while he lived he blessed his soul: 
and men will praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself. 

He shall go to the generation of his fathers; 
they shall never see light. 

Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, 
is like the beasts that perish. 


2 
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50. A psalm of Asaph 


1 

The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, 

and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 

Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: 
a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him. 

2 

He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, 
that he may judge his people. 

Gather my saints together unto me; 

those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. 

And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: 
for God is judge himself. 

Selah 

3 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, 
and I will testify against thee: 

I am God, even thy God. 

I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, 
to have been continually before me. 

I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds. 

For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 

I know all the fowls of the mountains: 
and the wild beasts of the field are mine. 

4 

If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: 

for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof. 

Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? 

Offer unto God thanksgiving; 

and pay thy vows unto the most High: 

And call upon me in the day of trouble: 

I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 

5 

But unto the wicked God saith, 

What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, 

or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth? 

Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee. 

When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, 
and hast been partaker with adulterers. 

Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit. 

Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother; 
thou slanderest thine own mother's son. 

6 

These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; 
thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: 
but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes. 

Now consider this, ye [wicked] that forget God, 

lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: 

and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God. 
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51. To the chief Musician, when Nathan the prophet spoke to David, 
after David had taken Bathsheba from her husband 


Song of David 


Have mercy upon me, O God, 
according to thy lovingkindness: 

according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me. 

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: 

that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 

and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: 
and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 


1 


2 


3 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Make me to hear joy and gladness; 
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

4 

Cast me not away from thy presence; 
and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 
and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 
and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 


5 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: 
and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

O Lord, open thou my lips; 
and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

For thou desirest not sacrifice; 
else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 

6 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 
a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, 
with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: 
then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 
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52. To the chief Musician, A teaching. 

When Doeg the Edomite went and said unto Saul, 

David is come to the house of Ahimelech 

Song of David 

Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, 0 [mighty] [evil] man? 

the goodness of God endureth continually. 

Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; 

like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. 

Thou lovest evil more than good; 
and lying rather than to speak righteousness. 

Selah 

Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. 

God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, 
he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, 
and root thee out of the land of the living. 

Selah 

The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him: 

Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; 
but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness. 

But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: 

I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever. 

I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: 
and I will wait on thy name; for it is good before thy saints. 
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3 


4 


53. To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, A teaching 
Song of David 

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. 

Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: 
there is none that doeth good. 

God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, 
to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God. 

Every one of them is gone back: they are altogether become filthy; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge? 
who eat up my people as they eat bread: 
they have not called upon God. 

There were they in great fear, where no fear was: 
for God hath scattered the bones of him that encampeth against thee: 
thou hast put them to shame, because God hath despised them. 

Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! 

When God bringeth back the captivity of his people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 
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54. To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A teaching 
when the Ziphims went to Saul and said, Doth not David hide himself with us? 

Song of David 


Save me, O God, by thy name, 

and judge me by thy strength. 

Hear my prayer, O God; 
give ear to the words of my mouth. 

For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my soul: 
they have not set God before them. 

Selah 


Behold, God is mine helper: 

the Lord is with them that uphold my soul. 

He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: 
cut them off in thy truth. 

I will freely sacrifice unto thee: 

I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good. 

For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: 
and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies. 


1 


2 


3 


55. To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A teaching 
Song of David 


Give ear to my prayer, O God; 

and hide not thyself from my supplication. 

Attend unto me, and hear me: 

I mourn in my complaint, and make a noise; 

Because of the voice of the enemy, because of the oppression of the wicked: 
for they cast iniquity upon me, and in wrath they hate me. 


1 


2 

My heart is sore pained within me: 

and the terrors of death are fallen upon me. 

Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me. 

And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! 

for then would I fly away, and be at rest. 

Lo, then would I wander far off, and remain in the wilderness. 

Selah 

I would hasten my escape from the windy storm and tempest. 
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3 


Destroy, O Lord, and divide their tongues: 

for I have seen violence and strife in the city. 

Day and night they go about it upon the walls thereof: 

mischief also and sorrow are in the midst of it. 

Wickedness is in the midst thereof: 
deceit and guile depart not from her streets. 

4 

For it was not an enemy that reproached me; 
then I could have borne it: 

neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; 
then I would have hid myself from him: 

But it was thou, a man mine equal, 
my guide, and mine acquaintance. 

We took sweet counsel together, 
and walked unto the house of God in company. 

5 

Let death seize upon them, and let them go down quick into hell: 

for wickedness is in their dwellings, and among them. 

As for me, I will call upon God; 
and the LORD shall save me. 

Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: 
and he shall hear my voice. 

He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that was against me: 
for there were many with me. 

6 

God shall hear, and afflict them, 
even he that abideth of old. 

Selah 

Because they have no changes, 
therefore they fear not God. 

He hath put forth his hands against such as be at peace with him: 

he hath broken his covenant. 

The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, 
but war was in his heart: 
his words were softer than oil, 
yet were they drawn swords. 

7 

Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: 

he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved. 

But thou, O God, 

shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: 
bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days; 
but I will trust in thee. 
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56. To the chief Musician upon Jonath-elem-rechokim, 

A golden song of David, when the Philistines took him in Gath 


1 

Be merciful unto me, O God: 

for man would swallow me up; 
he fighting daily oppresseth me. 

Mine enemies would daily swallow me up: 

for they be many that fight against me, O thou most High. 

What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. 

2 

In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust; 

I will not fear what flesh can do unto me. 

Every day they wrest my words: 

all their thoughts are against me for evil. 

They gather themselves together, they hide themselves, 
they mark my steps, when they wait for my soul. 

Shall they escape by iniquity? 
in thine anger cast down the people, O God. 

3 

Thou tellest my wanderings: 
put thou my tears into thy bottle: 
are they not in thy book? 

When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back: 
this I know; for God is for me. 

4 

In God will I praise his word: 

in the LORD will I praise his word. 

In God have I put my trust: 

I will not be afraid what man can do unto me. 

5 

Thy vows are upon me, O God: 

I will render praises unto thee. 

For thou hast delivered my soul from death: 
will not thou deliver my feet from falling, 
that I may walk before God in the light of the living? 
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57. To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, 

A golden song of David, when David fled from Saul in the cave 

Song of David 

1 

Be merciful unto me, O God, 
be merciful unto me: 

for my soul trusteth in thee: 

yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast. 

I will cry unto God most high; 
unto God that performeth all things for me. 

2 

He shall send from heaven, 

and save me from the reproach of him that would swallow me up. 

Selah 

God shall send forth his mercy and his truth. 

My soul is among lions: 
and I lie even among them that are set on fire, 

even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword. 

3 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; 

let thy glory be above all the earth. 

They have prepared a net for my steps; 
my soul is bowed down: 
they have digged a pit before me, 
into the midst whereof they are fallen themselves. 

Selah 

4 

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: 

I will sing and give praise. 

Awake up, my glory; 
awake, psaltery and harp: 

I mvself will awake early. 

5 

I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: 

I will sing unto thee among the nations. 

For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: 
let thy glory be above all the earth. 
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58. To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, A golden song of David 
Song of David 

Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O congregation? 

do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men? 

Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; 
ye weigh the violence of your hands in the earth. 

The wicked are estranged from the womb: 

they go astray as soon as they be bom, speaking lies. 

Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: 

they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear; 

Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so wisely. 


1 


2 


Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: 

break out the great teeth of the young lions, O LORD. 

Let them melt away as waters which ran continually: 
when he bendeth his bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces. 

As a snail which melteth, let every one of them pass away: 

like the untimely birth of a woman, that they may not see the sun. 

Before your pots can feel the thorns, 

he shall take them away as with a whirlwind, both living, and in his wrath. 


3 


4 


5 

The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance: 

he shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. 

So that a man shall say. 

Verily there is a reward for the righteous: 
verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. 
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59. To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, A golden song of David; 
when Said sent troops, and they watched the house to slay David 

Song of David 

Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God: 

defend me from diem that rise up against me. 

Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, 
and save me from bloody men. 

For, lo, they lie in wait for my soul: 
the mighty are gathered against me; 
not for my transgression, nor for my sin, O LORD. 

They run and prepare themselves without my fault: 
awake to help me, and behold. 


1 


2 


3 

Thou therefore, O LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel, awake to visit all the heathen: 
be not merciful to any wicked transgressors. 

Selah 

They return at evening: 

they make a noise like a dog, and go round about the city. 

Behold, they belch out with their mouth: 
swords are in their lips: for who, sav they, doth hear? 

4 

But thou, O LORD, shalt laugh at them; 

thou shalt have all the heathen in derision. 

Because o^his strength will I wait upon thee: 

for God is my defence. 

The God of my mercy shall prevent me: 

God shall let me see my desire upon mine enemies. 


5 

Slay them not, lest my people forget: 
scatter them by thy power; 
and bring them down, O Lord our shield. 

For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips let them even be taken in their pride: 
and for cursing and lying which they speak. 

6 

Consume them in wrath, consume them, that they may not be : 
and let them know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the ends of the earth. 

Selah 

And at evening let them return; 

and let them make a noise like a dog, and go round about the city. 

Let them wander up and down for meat, 
and grudge if they be not satisfied. 


7 

But I will sing of thy power; 
yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning: 
for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. 

Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: 
for God is my defence, and the God of my mercy. 
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60. To the chief Musician upon Shushan-eduth, A golden song of David, to teach; 
when David strove with Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zobah, 
when Joab returned, and smote twelve thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt 


O God, thou hast cast us off, 

thou hast scattered us, thou hast been displeased; 

O turn thyself to us again. 

Thou hast made the earth to tremble; 
thou hast broken it: 

heal the breaches thereof; for it shaketh. 

Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: 

thou hast made us to drink the wine of astonishment. 
Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, 
that it may be displayed because of the truth. 

Selah 

That thy beloved may be delivered; 
save with thy right hand, and hear me. 


Song of David 
1 


2 


3 

God hath spoken in his holiness; 

I will rejoice, 

I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth. 

Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; 

Ephraim also is the strength of mine head; 

Judah is my lawgiver; 

Moab is my washpot; 
over Edom will I cast out my shoe: 

Philistia, triumph thou because of me. 


4 

Who will bring me into the strong city? 

who will lead me into Edom? 

Wilt not thou, O God, which hadst cast us off? 

and thou, O God, which didst not go out with our armies? 

Give us help from trouble: 

for vain is the help of man. 

Through God we shall do valiantly: 
for he it is that shall tread down our enemies. 
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The First Book of Psalms & Proverbs 


CHAPTER SIX 
Psalms 61-72 


61. To the chief Musician upon Neginah 
Song of David 

Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer. 

From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: 

lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 

For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy. 


1 


I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: 

I will trust in the covert of thy wings. 

Selah 

For thou, O God, hast heard my vows: 
thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear thy name. 


Thou wilt prolong the king's life: 

and his years as many generations. 

He shall abide before God for ever: 

O prepare mercy and truth, which may preserve him. 
So will I sing praise unto thy name for ever, 
that I may daily perform my vows. 
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62. To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun 
Song of David 


1 


Truly my soul waiteth upon God: 

from him cometh my salvation. 

He only is my rock and my salvation; 
he is my defence; 

I shall not be greatly moved. 

How long will ye imagine mischief against a man? 
ye shall be slain all of you: 

as a bowing wall shall ve be, and as a tottering fence. 
They only consult to cast him down from his excellency: 
they delight in lies: 

they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly. 

Selah 


My soul, wait thou only upon God; 

for my expectation is from him. 

He only is my rock and my salvation: 
he is my defence; 

I shall not be moved. 

In God is my salvation and my glory: 

the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. 
Trust in him at all times; 
ye people, pour out your heart before him: 

God is a refuge for us. 

Selah 


Surely men of low degree are vanity, 
and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, 
they are altogether lighter than vanity. 

Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: 
if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. 

God hath spoken once; 
twice have I heard this; 
that power belongeth unto God. 

Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: 
for thou renderest to every man according to his work. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 
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63. When David was in the wilderness of Judah 


Song of David 


O God, thou art my God; 

early will I seek thee: 
my soul thirsteth for thee, 

my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 
To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 
Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, 
my lips shall praise thee. 

Thus will I bless thee while I live: 

I will lift up my hands in thy name. 

My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; 

and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips: 

When I remember thee upon my bed, 
and meditate on thee in the night watches. 


1 


2 


3 

Because thou hast been my help, 
therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

My soul followeth hard after thee: 
thy right hand upholdeth me. 

But those that seek my soul, to destroy it, 
shall go into the lower parts of the earth. 

2 

They shall fall by the sword: 
they shall be a portion for foxes. 

But the king shall rejoice in God; 
every one that sweareth by him shall glory: 
but the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped. 
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64. To the chief Musician 


Song of David 


Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: 

preserve my life from fear of die enemy. 

Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; 

from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity: 

Who whet their tongue like a sword, 
and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words: 
That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: 

suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear not. 

They encourage themselves in an evil matter: 
they commune of laying snares privily; 
they say, Who shall see them? 


1 


2 


3 

They search out iniquities; they accomplish a diligent search: 

both the inward thought of every one of them , and the heart, is deep. 

But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; 
suddenly shall they be wounded. 

4 

So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves: 

all that see them shall flee away. 

And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of God; 
for they shall wisely consider of his doing. 

The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and shall trust in him; 
and all the upright in heart shall glory. 
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65. To the chief Musician 


Song of David 


Praise waiteth for thee, 0 God, in Sion: 


1 


and unto thee shall the vow be performed. 

O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. 

Iniquities prevail against me: 

as for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them away. 

Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, 
that he may dwell in thy courts: 

we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple. 

2 

By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God of our salvation; 

who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea: 
Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains; 

being girded with power: 

Which stilleth the noise of the seas, 
the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the people. 

They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at thy tokens: 
thou makest the outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice. 

3 


Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: 
thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water: 
thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it. 

Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: 
thou settlest the furrows thereof: 
thou makest it soft with showers: 
thou blessest the springing thereof. 

4 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; 
and thy paths drop fatness. 

They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: 
and the little hills rejoice on every side. 

The pastures are clothed with flocks; 
the valleys also are covered over with corn; 
they shout for joy, they also sing. 
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66. To the chief Musician 


Song of David 

Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: 

Sing forth the honour of his name: 
make his praise glorious. 

Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works! 

through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit themselves unto thee. 
All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; 
they shall sing to thy name. 

Selah 


Come and see the works of God: 

he is terrible in his doing toward the children of men. 
He turned the sea into dry land: 
they went through the flood on foot: 
there did we rejoice in him. 

He raleth by his power for ever; 
his eyes behold the nations: 
let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 

Selah 


O bless our God, ye people, 
and make the voice of his praise to be heard: 

Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved. 

For thou, O God, hast proved us: 

thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. 

Thou broughtest us into the net; 

thou laidst affliction upon our loins. 

Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and through water: 
but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place. 

I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: 

I will pay thee my vows, 

Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble. 
I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the incense of rams; 

I will offer bullocks with goats. 

Selah 


Come and hear, all ye that fear God, 
and I will declare what he hath done for my soul. 

I cried unto him with my mouth, 
and he was extolled with my tongue. 

If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: 

But verily God hath heard me; 
he hath attended to the voice of my prayer. 

Blessed be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, 
nor his mercy from me. 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


663 



67 . To the chief Musician on Neginoth 

1 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us; 
and cause his face to shine upon us; 

Selah 

That thy way may be known upon earth, 
thy saving health among all nations. 

2 

Let the people praise thee, O God; 

let all the people praise thee. 

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: 
for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. 

Selah 

3 

Let the people praise thee, O God; 

let all the people praise thee. 

Then shall the earth yield her increase; 

arid God, even our own God, shall bless us. 

God shall bless us; 

and all the ends of the earth shall fear him. 
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68. To the chief Musician 


Song of David 

1 

Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: 

let them also that hate him flee before him. 

As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: 
as wax melteth before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

But let the righteous be glad; 
let them rejoice before God: 
yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 


2 

Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: 

extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before him. 

A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation. 

God setteth the solitary in families: 
he bringeth out those which are bound with chains: 
but the rebellious dwell in a dry land. 


3 

O God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, 
when thou didst march through the wilderness; 

Selah 

The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: 
even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, 
whereby thou didst confirm thine inheritance, when it was weary. 

Thy congregation hath dwelt therein: 
thou, O God, hast prepared of thy goodness for the poor. 


4 

The Lord gave the word: 

great was the company of those that published it. 

Kings of armies did flee apace: 

and she that tarried at home divided the spoil. 

Though ye have lien among the pots, 

yet shall ve be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold. 
When the Almighty scattered kings in it, 
it was white as snow in Salmon. 

The hill of God is as the hill of Bashan; 
an high hill as the hill of Bashan. 

5 

Why leap ye, ye high hills? 
this is the hill which God desireth to dwell in; 
yea, the LORD will dwell in it for ever. 

The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: 

the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place. 

Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: 
thou hast received gifts for men; 

yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them. 
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6 


Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, 
even the God of our salvation. 

Selah 

He that is our God is the God of salvation; 
and unto GOD the Lord belong the issues from death. 

But God shall wound the head of his enemies, 
and the hairy scalp of such an one as goeth on still in his trespasses. 

The Lord said, I will bring again from Bashan, 

I will bring my people again from the depths of the sea: 

That thy foot may be dipped in the blood of thine enemies, 
and the tongue of thy dogs in the same. 


7 

They have seen thy goings, O God; 
even the goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary. 

The singers went before, the players on instruments followed after; 
among them were the damsels playing with timbrels. 

Bless ye God in the congregations, even the Lord, from the fountain of Israel. 

There is little Benjamin with their ruler, 
the princes of Judah and their council, 
the princes of Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali. 

Thy God hath commanded thy strength: 
strengthen, O God, that which thou hast wrought for us. 

Because of thy temple at Jerusalem shall kings bring presents unto thee. 


8 

Rebuke the company of spearmen, 
the multitude of the bulls, with the calves of the people, 
till every one submit himself with pieces of silver: 
scatter thou the people that delight in war. 

Princes shall come out of Egypt; 

Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto God. 


9 

Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; 

O sing praises unto the Lord; 

Selah 

To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, which were of old; 

lo, he doth send out his voice, and that a mighty voice. 

Ascribe ye strength unto God: 

his excellency is over Israel, and his strength is in the clouds. 

O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places: 
the God of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his people. 

Blessed be God. 


666 



69. To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim 


Song of David 

1 

Save me, O God; 

for the waters are come in unto my soul. 

I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: 

I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow me. 

I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: 
mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. 

2 

They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: 
they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: 
then I restored that which I took not away. 

O God, thou knowest my foolishness; 
and my sins are not hid from thee. 


3 

Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: 
let not those that seek thee be confounded for my sake, O God of Israel. 

Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; 
shame hath covered my face. 

I am become a stranger unto my brethren, 
and an alien unto my mother's children. 

4 

For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; 
and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me. 

When I wept, and chastened my soul with fasting, that was to my reproach. 

I made sackcloth also my garment; 
and I became a proverb to them. 


5 

They that sit in the gate speak against me; 

and I was the song of the drunkards. 

But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O LORD, in an acceptable time: 

O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy salvation. 

Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink: 

let me be delivered from them that hate me, and out of the deep waters. 

Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither let the deep swallow me up, 
and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me. 


6 

Hear me, O LORD; for thy lovingkindness is good: 

turn unto me according to the multitude of thy tender mercies. 

And hide not thy face from thy servant; 
for I am in trouble: 
hear me speedily. 

Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: 
deliver me because of mine enemies. 


7 

Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my dishonour: 

mine adversaries are all before thee. 

Reproach hath broken my heart; 
and I am foil of heaviness: 

and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; 
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and for comforters, but I found none. 

They gave me also gall for my meat; 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 


8 

Let their table become a snare before them: 
and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap. 

Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; 
and make their loins continually to shake. 

Pour out thine indignation upon them, 
and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. 

Let their habitation be desolate; 
and let none dwell in their tents. 

For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten; 
and they talk to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded. 

9 

Add iniquity unto their iniquity: 
and let them not come into thy righteousness. 

Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, 
and not be written with the righteous. 

But I am poor and sorrowful: 
let thy salvation, O God, set me up on high. 


I will praise the name of God with a song, 
and will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

This also shall please the LORD better than an ox 
or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 

The humble shall see this, and be glad: 
and your heart shall live that seek God. 

For the LORD heareth the poor, 
and despiseth not his prisoners. 

Let the heaven and earth praise him, 
the seas, and every thing that moveth therein. 

For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of Judah: 
that they may dwell there, and have it in possession. 

The seed also of his servants shall inherit it: 
and they that love his name shall dwell therein. 

70. To the chief Musician, a psalm to bring to remembrance 
Song of David 


Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

make haste to help me, O LORD. 

Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my soul: 

let them be turned backward, and put to confusion, that desire my hurt. 
Let them be turned back for a reward of their shame that say, Aha, aha! 

Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: 
and let such as love thy salvation say continually, 

Let God be magnified. 

But I am poor and needy: 
make haste unto me, O God: 
thou art my help and my deliverer; 

O LORD, make no tarrying. 


10 


11 


1 


2 


3 


668 



71 . 


1 


In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust: 
let me never be put to confusion. 

Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to escape: 
incline thine ear unto me, and save me. 

Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: 
thou hast given commandment to save me; 
for thou art my rock and my fortress. 

2 

Deliver me, 0 my God, out of the hand of the wicked, 
out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man. 

For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: 
thou art my trust from my youth. 

By thee have I been holden up from the womb: 
thou art he that took me out of my mother's bowels: 
my praise shall be continually of thee. 

3 

I am as a wonder unto many; 
but thou art my strong refuge. 

Let my mouth be filled with thy praise and with thy honour all the day. 

Cast me not off in the time of old age; 
forsake me not when my strength faileth. 

For mine enemies speak against me; 
and they that lay wait for my soul take counsel together. 

Saying, God hath forsaken him: 
persecute and take him; 
for there is none to deliver him. 

4 

O God, be not far from me: 

O my God, make haste for my help. 

Let them be confounded and consumed that are adversaries to my soul; 
let them be covered with reproach and dishonour that seek my hurt. 

But I will hope continually, 
and will yet praise thee more and more. 

My mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all the day; 
for I know not the numbers thereof. 

I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD: 

I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only. 

5 

O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: 
and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. 

Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, forsake me not; 
until I have shewed thy strength unto this generation, 
and thy power to every one that is to come. 

Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high, who hast done great things: 

O God, who is like unto thee/?/ 

Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken me again, 
and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth. 

6 

Thou shalt increase my greatness, and comfort me on every side. 

I will also praise thee with the psaltery, even thy truth, O my God: 
unto thee will I sing with the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel. 

My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto thee; 
and my soul, which thou hast redeemed. 

My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long: 
for they are confounded, 

for they are brought unto shame, that seek my hurt. 
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72. The Song for Solomon, the Anointed Son of David 
The royal wedding song of Solomon 

1 

Give the king thy judgments, O God, 
and thy righteousness unto the king's son. 

He shall judge thy people with righteousness, 
and thy poor with judgment. 

The mountains shall bring peace to the people, 
and the little hills, by righteousness. 

2 

He shall judge the poor of the people, 
he shall save the children of the needy, 
and shall break in pieces the oppressor. 

They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, 
throughout all generations. 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: 
as showers that water the earth. 

3 

In his days shall the righteous flourish; 
and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth. 

He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, 
and from the river unto the ends of the earth. 

They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; 
and his enemies shall lick the dust. 

4 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: 
the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: 
all nations shall serve him. 

For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; 
the poor also, and him that hath no helper. 

5 

He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy. 

He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: 
and precious shall their blood be in his sight. 

And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: 
prayer also shall be made for him continually; 
and daily shall he be praised. 

6 

There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains; 
the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: 
and they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth. 

His name shall endure for ever: 
his name shall be continued as long as the sun: 
and men shall be blessed in him: 
all nations shall call him blessed. 

7 

Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, 
who only doeth wondrous things. 

And blessed be his glorious name for ever: 
and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; 

Amen, and Amen. 

The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended. 
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A hymn not recorded in the Book of Psalms 


2ND SAMUEL 23 


23:1 Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was 
raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, 


The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, 

and his word was in my tongue. 

The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, 

“ He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. 

And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 
even a morning without clouds; 

as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.” 


1 


2 


3 

Although my house be not so with God; 

yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: 
for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to grow. 

4 

But the sons of Belial shall be all of them as thorns thrust away, 
because they cannot be taken with hands: 

But the man that shall touch them must be fenced with iron and the staff of a spear; 
and they shall be utterly burned with fire in the same place. 


Other praises are found in Jonah 2, Deuteronomy 32, and Judges 5. 
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The First Book of the Proverbs of Solomon 


CHAPTER ONE 
Divisions 1-25 


PROVERBS 1-2 

King Solomon, the anointed son of David, wrote the Proverbs at the high tide of the Hebrew 
kingdom in the 900s BC. Solomon prayed to God for wisdom, and received the gift of divine 
wisdom. 

Solomon was appointed to build the temple in Jerusalem, and he also built large triple gates for 
the fortified cities of Israel. 

It is noteworthy that Solomon was soon followed by the major Persian prophet Zarathustra, the 
author of The Avesta. Meanwhile, the kingdom of Israel returned to corrupt rulership, in part due 
to the influence of outsiders. The prophet Elijah soon appears on the scene to confront the wicked 
KingAhab. 


1 . 

1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; 

2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 

2 . 

3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; 

4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. 

3. 

5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto 
wise counsels: 

6 To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings. 

4. 

7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

5. 

8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 

9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck. 


6 . 

10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 

11 If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without 
cause: 


7. 

12 Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: 

13 We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: 

14 Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse: 

8 . 

15 My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path: 

16 For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood. 

9. 

17 Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. 

18 And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives. 

19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners 
thereof. 
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10 . 

20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets: 

21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth 
her words, saying. 


11 . 

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scomers delight in their scorning, 
and fools hate knowledge? 

23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my 
words unto you. 


12 . 

24 Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 

25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 

13. 

26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; 

27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when 
distress and anguish cometh upon you. 


14. 

28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not 
find me: 

29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: 

30 They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. 

15. 

31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. 

32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy 
them. 

33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil. 


PROVERBS 2 


16. 

1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 


17. 

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 

4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 


18. 

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 

6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 


19. 

7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 

8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 


9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. 


20 . 

10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 

11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: 


21 . 

12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward things; 

13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness; 


673 



22 . 

14 Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked; 

15 Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths: 

23. 

16 To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her 
words; 

17 Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God. 

24. 

18 For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead. 

19 None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life. 

25. 

20 That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous. 

21 For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it. 

22 But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it. 


The Proverbs of Solomon 


CHAPTER TWO 
Divisions 26-50 


26. 

1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 

2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 


PROVERBS 5-4 


27. 

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: 

bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 

4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 


28. 

5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 


29. 

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 

8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 


30. 

9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 


31. 

11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 

12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

32. 

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 

14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than 
fine gold. 

15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared 
unto her. 
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33. 

16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour. 

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 

18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her. 

34. 

19 The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the 
heavens. 

20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew. 


35. 

21 My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion: 

22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 

36. 

23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. 

24 When thou best down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be 
sweet. 


37. 

25 Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. 

26 For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken. 

38. 

27 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 

28 Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it 
by thee. 

29 Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. 

39. 

30 Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm. 

31 Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways. 

32 For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret is with the righteous. 

40. 

33 The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just. 

34 Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly. 

35 The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools. 
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PROVERBS 4 


41. 

1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding. 

2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. 

3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. 

42. 

4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: 
keep my commandments, and live. 

5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. 

6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. 

43. 

7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. 

8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace 
her. 

9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. 


44. 

10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. 

11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. 

12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not 
stumble. 

45. 

13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. 

14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 

15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. 

46. 

16 For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they 
cause some to fall. 

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence. 

47. 

18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 

19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble. 


48. 

20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 

21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 

22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. 

49. 

23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 

24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee. 

25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 

50. 

26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 

27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. 
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The Book of Proverbs 


CHAPTER THREE 
Divisions 51-75 


51. 

1 My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding: 

2 That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge. 


PROVERBS 5-6 


52. 

3 For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil: 

4 But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword. 


53. 

5 Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell. 

6 Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know 
them. 


54. 

7 Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth. 

8 Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house: 

55. 

9 Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel: 

10 Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in the house of a stranger; 

11 And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy body are consumed, 

56. 

12 And say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; 

13 And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed 
me! 

141 was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly. 

57. 

15 Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well. 

16 Let [not] thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets. 

17 Let them be only thine own, and not strangers' with thee. 

58. 

18 Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. 

19 Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; 

let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love. 

59. 

20 And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a 
stranger? 

21 For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings. 

60. 

22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his 
sins. 

23 He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray. 
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61 . 


PROVERBS 6 


1 My son, if thou be surety for thy friend 

[indebted and therefore collateral property, having sold yourself into slavery by your debts] 
[or] if thou hast stricken [joined] thy hand with a stranger, [in business loans] 

2 Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. 

62. 

3 Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; 
go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend. 


63. 

4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. 

5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

64. 

6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: 

7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 

8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. 

65. 

9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 

10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: 

11 So shall thy poverty come [to thee] as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man. 

66 . 

12 A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth. 

13 He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers; 

67. 

14 Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord. 

15 Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy. 

68 . 

16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 

17 A proud look, 

a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 

69. 

18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 

19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. 


70. 

20 My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 

21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. 

22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou 
awakest, it shall talk with thee. 


71. 

23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way 
of life: 

24 To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman. 

25 Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids. 
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72. 

26 For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress 
will hunt for the precious life. 

27 Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? 

28 Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? 

73. 

29 So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent. 

30 Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; 

31 But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house. 

74. 

32 But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it 
destroyeth his own soul. 

33 A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away. 

75. 

34 For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. 

35 Fie will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts. 


The Book of Proverbs 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Divisions 76-100 


76. 

1 My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee. 


PROVERBS 7-8 


2 Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye. 

3 Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart. 


77. 

4 Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman: 

5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her 
words. 


78. 

6 For at the window of my house I looked through my casement, 

7 And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, 
a young man void of understanding, 

8 Passing through the street near her comer; and he went the way to her house, 

9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night: 

79. 

10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart. 

11 (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house: 

12 Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every comer.) 

80. 

13 So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him, 

14 1 have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows. 

15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee. 

81. 

161 have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt. 
171 have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 
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82 . 

18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves. 

19 For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey: 

20 Fie hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the day appointed. 

83. 

21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced 
him. 

22 Fie goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of 
the stocks; 

23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for 
his life. 


84. 

24 Flearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. 

25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. 

85. 

26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her. 

27 Fler house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death. 


86 . 

1 Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice? 


PROVERBS 8 


2 She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths. 

3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors. 


87. 

4 Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man. 

5 O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. 


88 . 

6 Flear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things. 

7 For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 


89. 

8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them. 

9 They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge. 

90. 

10 Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. 

11 For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared 
to it. 


91. 

121 wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions. 

13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward 
mouth, do I hate. 


92. 

14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. 

15 By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. 

16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 

93. 

171 love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me. 

18 Riches and honour are with me; vea, durable riches and righteousness. 

19 My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver. 
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94. 

20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: 

21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures. 

95. 

22 The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 

23 I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 

96. 

24 When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding 
with water. 

25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: 

26 While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the 
world. 


97. 

27 When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth: 

28 When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: 

29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when 
he appointed the foundations of the earth: 

98. 

30 Then I was by him, as one brought up with him : and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always 
before him; 

31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of men. 


99. 

32 Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my ways. 

33 Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. 

100 . 

34 Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my 
doors. 

35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. 

36 But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death. 
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